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•tardy ycmth far hia fethcr mbabited a gmaP houae in one of the 


•tawrba, and Uvcd a very retired and frugal life- They manage^* 



2 JALALADDEEN of BAGDAD 

their household affairs, and culUvated their small garden, ivnthom 
the aid of any domestics 

One day the father, feeling his end approaching, called for his 
son once more to his bed-side before his death, and said to him, 
“ Jalaladdeen, my dearest son, thou seest that I have amved at the 
bourne of my earthly career now I should joyously quit this life, 
were it not for the thought that I must leave thee here alone. After 
my death, thou wilt find that thou are not so poor as thou maycsl 
have conceived, and that too with good reason, from our hitherto 
contracted habits of life Nevertheless, guard against the impres- 
sion that thou art m possession of mexhaustible nches Reflect 
that a year has three hundred and sixty-five days, and that the 
smallest expenditure, when it occurs daily, will m the end amount 
to no mconsiderable sum Pay careful heed, therefore, to these 
my mstructions, and be contented with the necessancs of life 
Provide that which is indispensable to thy subsistence , but bcuarc 
of purchasing superfluities Man’s wants increase daily, if lie do 
not accustom himself m his early days to practise sclf-dcniaL But 
shouldest thou ever be so unhappy as to neglect these my sincere* 
cautions, and consequently fall mto poverty, I have only this piece 
of advice left for thee — Take this rope, fasten it to the nail in 
yonder wall, and pull stoutly three times ” 

After these words, ivith his latest strength he drew a new rope 
from under the head of his bed, and presented it to Jalaladdeen 
the next moment he expired 

So remarkable was the last lesson of the dying father to Jalalad- 
deen, that he carefully preserved the rope The care of the fune- 
ral of the deceased, and the gnef for the loss of his parent, and 
his own abandonment m the world, occupied Jalaladdeen's mind 
for the first week , but soon the household matters demanded his 
attention, and he speedily found his father’s words renfied One 
day he discovered m a chamber which his father had always kept 
locked, and which he himself had never before entered, a great 
quantity of gold and jewels He still, however, persevered m his 
a^ustomed solitary and fingal life m the same manner as before 
the death of his father He fetched his daUy provisions for him 
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telf worked m hu garden, and dressed hu own food. One day 
tt happened that as bo went to fetch a piece of meat from hu 
batcher, he pnised a hoote adjacent to his own, from an mner 
room of which there sounded Joyous voices, jokes, songs, and 
langhter He felt a desire to open the door a little and to peep in , 
and a tastefdlly furnished chamber, bung with light blue silk 
drapenes ornamented with golden lace, presented itself to hit new 
Beneath a canopy reclmed five nchly dressed young men at a table 
c o rered with a costly doth, on whidi stood di^es end plates. On 
a side-board stood drinking vessels and jugs and five slaves were 
busOy emplo3red in sdvmg the company with viands and hqnoii. 
At si^^t thu cheerful and joyous assemblage, Jalaladdeen felt 
(hscontented with hu loL 

** How happy arc they I * said he to himself here they repose 
together and take their refreshments m common, saroored by 
iprigbtly coDvemtion and jokes. Alai I I, poor Jalaladdeen, must 
sit at home alone, and tilu my soUtary meal 1 * 

While he was mdrtlging m these refiechoos- one of the young 
men observed him and, as Jalaladdeen vnu withdrawing, he 
stepped forward hastily and invited hnn m a most friendly manner 
to remam with them dormg the day and to pass it m a cheerfhl 
and convivial spinL Jalaladdeen endeavoured to excuse himself 
by pomtmg to his mean garb mbmatmg hu mabihty to mix m 
such soaety but hii objections were of no avail He was con- 
ducted to the table in a most courteoiu manner and seated with 
them. The slaves waited on hun, and placed before him viands 
with which he was at once pleased and astonished. 

As one of the slaves handed bun a full goblet, he held it doubt 
fiilly m hu band for some tune, without tastmg it Upon this, one 
of the young men, who appeared to be the host, said, ‘ \Vhy do you 
not dimk?" 

** I domot know," repbed be, **what the liquor u i I am fearful 
U may be wme, which our great Prophet has forbidden ns.* 

H ei e o pon all the company raised a hearty laugh at hun. 

•* Do you know " said one, ** why the Prophet forbade his du* 
ciplcB to drmk wme ? 
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As Jalaladdeen replied in tlie negative, the other proceeded thus • 
“The Prophet observed many of his disciples, vlicn they had par 
taken freely of the vine, brawling and quarrelsome, and therefore 
he forbade iL The beverage, howeier, was verj different in its 
effects some of them it rendered lary and macln c , others, too, 
would defy the whole world, when heated by its mnucncc Put 
why should he order us to shun it? He in fact allows us to use it, 
so long as w'e do not abuse it, and as we arc all good companions, 
and avoid brawls m every possible way, there is no danger of nc 
glecting the Prophet’s command ” 

In consequence of this explanation, Jalaladdeen lifted the flaeon 
to his mouth, and emptied it with the greatest ])lcasure ‘“lOrn 
company spoils good liquor” This maxim was readily adopted 
In consequence of his father’s precepts, Jalaladdeen had alwa}s 
been m the habit of treating all religious tenets with the greatest 
respect But fearful that, by remaining long wnth his new acquaint- 
ance, he should neglect his father’s w ords, he contni cd at first to 
dnnk very spanngly The beverage, which he had liitlicrto ncicr 
tasted, proved very agreeable to his palate , and when the host called 
upon him to dram his cup, “Ah,” tlioiight he, “I have made one 
false step , I have erred from the right path ' Whether I drml 
little, or empty the goblet, is of no great consequence, for I have 
broken the commandment of the Prophet” 

He quaffed agam and agam, and had his aip filled so frcqucntlv , 
that he gradually forgot all his good mtentions and felt a degree 
of excitement which seemed to run through his veins in a manner 
he had never before expenenced He had by this time lost all 
self-command , and as he could neither call sense nor recollection 
to his aid, by degrees he fashioned himself to the liabits of his 
friends, and pleased them more and more 

“ Here, friend,” said one of them at last, “ your company is v erv 
pleasant I wish to have you always witli us, that we may revel 
and en]oy ourselves together ” 

The others also approved of the plan, and pressed him to become 
one of them 

“ I -»c.uld mltogly do so.” said Jalaladdeen , « but I must first 
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Jmow what tout loaety and Trficthcr it would be proper for me 
to conform to its cuitomt. Some associations are dangcroca." 

" Have no fear on that account,” said one ** our brotherhood la 
perfectly harmleia, and ita aim mnocenL See we arc five un- 
encumbered young men, each havmg some mdependent property 
We have Imked ourselvea together and formed a confederacy to 
meet at one anothcr'i residences, and to enjoy ourselvea day after 
day in comfort and pleasure. He to whose lot it haa fallen to 
become host to-day provides meat and drmk, and if it ahould cost 
him iomethrog more than usual, he makes up the loss by becoming 
on the next occasions the guest of othcii. In this manner we pass 
a life devoid of care, and feas^ joke, and laugh with one another 
the livelong day * 

The condition mto which the and the Inximes of the table 
had brought Jalakddeen disposed him to be well pleased with the 
offer and he wu easily mdoced to identi^ ha lot with tb^ui. 
When evening drew on, and he rose to take ha depaxtnre, they 
■bowed him the house of meeting for the morrow and he retained 
to ha own home delighted with the events of the day and, retmng 
to rest, was soon locked m profotmd sleep, and lulled by happy 
dreams. 

When he awoke the next moming, he reflected cm the tamsac 
tions of the previous day lamenting that he had so entirely dis- 
regarded ha father's last words, and had totally neglected the 
observance of die Prophet's command, Theae thoughts, coupled 
with the admombon of ha dying father occasioned great anguish 
to hu heart and the recollection of the vast expense mcaired by 
the feastmg of the former day and the calculation of the sum he 
ihould require to entertain ha fiicnds with ttmilar hospitality made 
lum feel an mclmabon to withdraw from the connection but, as he 
had pledged ha word, he was reluctant to quit them at so early a 
ttage. 

He then calculated what he should require, and pro ce eded to 
the chamber where ha nches lay But the sight of the treasurea 
banished all cares from his breast ‘ for ” thought he to himaeli^ 

if I should expend a sum prnilT to that of yesterday 1 shall want 
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but very little of this gold " Ht then tnoV i In-: of gold -vJth him 
and ^vent out to purdnsc the nt( for the Innau-.t 

On amving at the cit> he took a jiortcr with hun, nd bo f"ht 
various articles for the feast, a table for mx, v. ith .a m ;lj torcr 
and carpet From thence he proceeded to a silver' mitn, and pur 
chased jugs, and flagons, and drinVin^ vessj-;, and o u- r ut-n .!' 
for the table, superior to those of his friends dlu.n he vi ited a 
china-shop, and selected some of the hand'-ome'-t })orrrJ'm rhuu 
and Japan ware that was to be found, and provaded hu.i elf vith 
elegant sen-iccs of plates and dishes lie continued in thn anuner 
furnishing himself with every useful and ornamental aritele for one 
of his largest rooms 

While he w’as thus employed m collecting .and drpairhtn j to 
his house these vanous utensils, the time for .a'-'-einolm/ at hr 
fnend’s house drew near He accordingly bent hts stejr tl ither, 
and W’as most gladly welcomed Ihcy sat down to table, .and v.h n 
the first course was served, “You should have brought .a slave widi 
you,” said the host, “as we do that is one of our cusmins ” 
Jalakddeen explained that he had not yet purchased a slave, 
but undertook to procure one by the following morning 

The day passed, like the former one, in great gkc and festiviiv 
The second supply of wane was ordered, and Jalahddeen took hi« 
first goblet w’lth great hesitation, but this was soon dissipated by 
his fnends, and his cup was filled again and again, till he bc( anie 
exactly m the same condition as on the prevaous occasion 

After three or four days, he was altogether accustomed to his 
new mode of livmg, and he was at a loss to comprehend how he 
could have remained so long in his old quiet habits, bl iming his 
father in his mind for keepmg him in retirement so many y cars, and 
for depnvmg him of the happiness of a convivial life 
He looked back with joy to the day upon which he had formed 
an acquamtance with his new fnends, and congratulated himself 
on the prospect of a closer mttmacy with them He soon prov idcd 
himself with two slaves to one he confided the duties of the 

kitchen , the office of the oUiei was to wait iqion him .and his 
fnends. 
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When the yotmg men met for the fint time at his house, they 
Tcre astonished at ita meanness and the want of accommodation, 
owmg to the small sue of the rooms. Jalaladdeen apologized to 
them, taying it had been hii (ather’i honse, and that in conse- 
quence ^ did not wish to part with it Though his companions 
approved of this motive, still they considered that he ought to 
provide a spoaons dmmg-room for then comfort, ot to build an 
open pavihon m the garden, where they might assemble more con 
veniently 

"In this small chamber* said one, "it is impossible to enjoy 
oneself at the room is so contracted and mconvement* 

" Yc^ brother ■ said another , you must do something a pan 
bon must be erected m the garden and while yon are about it, 
let It be both handsome and commodioos.'* 

Ihen they suggested all kinds of plans for the building, each 
one pomtmg out some novel featoxt or other which be parti cnliriy 
beggvl might not be fargotten m ita ccaistnictKm. 

Jalaladdeen wu soon thoroughly conrmced of the necesity of 
providing a Urge room for their comfort and pledging hims elf 
now as be knew what wu required, to follow the suggestmn of hu 
fiiends, he promised to use his best endeavonn to render the 
bonding confonnable to their several tastes. 

He accordingly the next day sent for an architect, who wefl 
knew how to enlaige upon what wu necessary for the solidity of 
the pavilion, iriiat wu requmte for its proper appearance, and what 
the coat the buikimg would be^ and desired him to erect it 
JaUladden yielded to his opmion on every pomt, bopmg to g«m 
the praise and approbation of bis foicnds and m order to carry 
this out more fuHy he would not loffer any one to enter the garden 
during the progr ess of the woik. 

At lengfo foe pavilicm wu completed, and the fiiends were 
assembled together there for foe banquet Everything wu deemed 
pra ise w orth y and highly a ppr o v ed. 

At Ust, howev er , one exclaimed, " It is much to be regretted, 
foend Jalaladdeen, that your gar^fon is so small What a miserable 
prospect you have 1 On this side no thing but poor vegetable- 
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gardens, on the other side tint iigl> old i)!nMing oh'Tini' the 
view If I ^\c^c in ^our place, 1 uoulil hu> vip tU( hnd ar-n.nd, 
pull down the barracks and the little 1nnkhn4"> ^'1;'' ' -'b ^ ‘ 

make one vast pleasure garden, bentlmg such r 'pknd- 1 p mlto i ' 
As the rest of the guests concurred. Jibbdd- vti h n to tl U'l 
himself that to erect a large handsome piMhon on ‘'uh sindl 
grounds i\as indeed a mistalc lie imniedialcU, i lert fore.iuj 
up all the small gardens, for which he was obli^'.d to p') a eerv 
heavy price -firstly, because the owners fhd not wish to ot: with 
them, and secondly, as the produce of the gro ind w . nec-L-, n} 
for their subsistence 

As he had now got the requisite space on all '•tde“, h^ < rnotn,i.d 
a skilful gardener to layout the grounds lastufull) , uid ui o'^der tt) 
cultivate tins new garden, and keep it const''iuK m juop.r onler, 
he wvas compelled to enlarge his establishment In a iie'd pirdti.-r 
and se^eral assistants His house was too small to at fonunorhte 
them He therefore built a dv elhng-house for them on i mu* ’olt. 
spot of the garden Thus one foolish expenditure alv ijs render-, 
another outlay ncccssar) 

Soon, by degrees, their manner of In ing became more and more 
expensive, as each endcaiourcd to exced tlic others in the splendour 
of his hospitality, and to procure for the next meeting at his ho isc 
scarcer viands and more cosll) wines In this numier tiie) \ted 
with each other, increasing their expenses with s^uoury spices ind 
the most delicious perfumes 

This daily intercourse, liowcecr, was soon discontinued, and 
they assembled every day at Jahhddccn’s paiihon He tool a 
delight: m being continual host, on account of the praise they 
lavished upon him, and the assurance they ga\e him that hts table 
produced the best fare, and that the taste of his saloon was of the 
most supenor order By this means, in a short time Ins treasures 
of gold w’ere expended , still he comforted Imnself with his precious 
stones, of winch he possessed an immense quantity At last these 
gems were squandered away , and he offered one costly article after 
another to a jew'eller for sale, who on each occasion named a less 
pnee than before Soon liis only remaining valuable rin ' w is s j’d 
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for a Rmll smn , and JoUladdeto CDtertaloed hu fhendx for the 
bst time. 

In the couac of the banquet, he took the opportunity of explain 
ing the itatc of his afloiri, and begged some one of them to 
ondertakc the office of host, at they had been in the habit of domg. 
Bat his friends on this occasion rccci\-ed his announcement with 
great surprise. 

** Is it thus with you ? * said one, in astonishment 

“Are yon obliged to hare recourse to such means?* said another. 
" You have mvited us here, and furnished your table roost suraptu 
ously, and are matters thus with )'OU? If it be so )'ou are rightly 
served. Your profligate habits have led ta Into great expenses. 
T IS good you have given us a proof of what such thmgs lead ta 

“ ^Vhat I said a third, “ do you wish us to take up the office of 
host m order to come to the same end at which you have arrived? 

" I win give you some sound odnee," said a fourth “ whenever 
you meet whh a fool who is mdined to lay oot hu money m the 
purchase of such a poor tasteless garden os you have made, dispose 
of it to him and with the proceeds take a httle shop, and rapport 
younelf by trade.' 

“ Look to youTseUi" said the fifth i I am very sorry for you 
bat I cannot help yoa 

TTiey then left hnn, some upbraiding him, other* ihruggmg theu 
shoulders with pity 

“These are fnends indeed I' said Jalaladdecn, bitterly as they 
deserted him. “Oh, why did I neglect my father's injanction*? 
Even on the first day of our acquaintance, I should have taken 
waiTUDg by their cardessneas m disregarding the Prophet's com 
mandment concerning the abuse of wme. Ah me 1 I am justly 
punished.' 

He immediately began to retrench his household expenditure , 
and shortly his handsome tapestnes and costly goods were aD sold 
off and he was reduced to the necessity of cconomlimg most 
ngidly But deeply as he felt the loss of ffioie comforts which he 
had so lately enjoyed, his rcflectionf bore still heavier upon hnn. 

In hk contemplations one day on his onhappy lot, he laid him 
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self do\vn in the same chamber in which he had received his djnng 
father’s commands Here he experienced the most bitter anguish 
for the past — ^loobed forward with sorrow and amnrtmcnt to the 
future, as he had no one to advise and counsel him Here bis c>c 
lighted upon the nail in the wall , and the last words of his fatiicr 
rung again in his ears— “Take this rope , you will see a nail m the 
wall , fasten it, and pull three times " 

Jalaladdeen immediately opened a drawer where the rope laj, 
fetched a stool to the spot, made fast the end of the rope to the 
nail, and pulled wath all his might At the third pull he found he 
had tom the nail out of the wall, which had brought with it a square 
piece of board, thus leaving a large opening * he observ cd, too, 
that this was not the effect of chance, but of design How great, 
then, w-as his astonishment when, on fetching a ladder, and looking 
into the opening, he discovered a much larger bag of gold, pearls, 
and other precious stones, than that one he found on a prev lous 
occasion, and which he had so thoughtlessly squandered He now 
perceived that his father had prevented his touching this treasure 
until he should have learnt by misfortune how easily vast nches 
are dissipated, and should have been convinced by exqicncncc of 
tlie truth of his fatherly instructions and warning 

In order to avoid falling again into the hands of his profligate 
friends, should tliey hear of his improv cd arcumstances, and to nd 
himself of their company for ever, he sold his house, and bought 
another, moderately large, pleasantly situated in an open plain in 
the neighbourhood of a mosque He fitted it up conveniently , 
for his W'ealth, though not limited, was still not superfluously large 
When lie took possession of his new house, the person who had 
sold It to him said, “ I must leave something of my own here w ith 
you, as I have not been able to remove it, tliough with the best 
intention ” He then conducted him mto one of the apartments 
m which was standmg a large copper vessel of elaborate workman 
ship The cover of the vessel was sealed, and on the seal Jalalad- 
deen perceived the letters of a strange language. 

“Sir," said the former owner, “ this chest has stood in this room 
from lime immemorial My father forbade me to break the seal 
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and declared riiat be who shoald laf bis hand on it tbr nch a pm- 
pose would tuffer sev er ely for his foolhardiiicss. I hare, I confess, 
is fonner times felt a strong inclmodon to loosen the seal, but fear 
has hitherto deterred me , bat to-day as I had all my furniture re- 
rooTcd from this boose, I bad this chest also conveyed to my new 
dweHmg, but scarcely had the porter placed rt down, when it dis- 
appeared. However I found it shortly afterwards in this room 
tgam, end ordered its removal a second time but it was soou 
standing here agam in its old place. Perhaps a tutelary genius, 
invisible to ns, inhabits the house. However as it will not suffer 
Itself to be removed, you may keep it here in the name of the 
Prophet But forget not my warning — leave the seal unbroken-** 

Jalaladdeen felt half ineCned to donbt these words bntnoddmg 
his head, he said to the man, 'Well, well, leave the chest here, 
and if at any time I hnd it inconvenient, you will not, of course 
object to remove it" 

Scarcely bad the man quitted the house, when Jalaladdeen called 
a slave, and desred him to place die vesad m a corner of the boose. 

“Tis an old chest," said be “remove it its oW appearance 
does not correspond with the decorations of this room, which 1 
intend to use as my sleeping-chamber. Now ” said be to himseli^ 
“ 1 shall see If the man has told the truth." 

The slave removed the chest wuhout c erem ony tnd Jalaladdeen 
contemplated, for some time, with great earnestness, the spot where 
it bad lately stood and as it did not appear agam, be fancied that 
be had nd himself of it for ever. All at once, however it was 
standing on the same spot once more, without his having observed 
by what agency it had been done. He had it then removed ngajti 
and agam, and on each occasion it returned to the *nTni» chamber 
Seeing at last all his efforts frmtless, he permitted it to remain. 
The afrrentaie, h o w era was too mranhahie to make no imprea- 
oon on his mmd. He threw hmwlf down m ha clothes on hii 
couch but sleep was demed to hnn. A tram of thooght on the 
subject of the wondrous chest, and his fear on account of the 
wammg he had received, disturbed his mmd, and prevented him 
from tafcmg any rest There he lay awake tSl midiught, and saw 
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Ihe chest glittenng in the light of the moon, wluch fell upon it as 
It streamed through the window 

Curiosity at once overcame his fear he started up and procured 
an iron tool with which he could break the seal of the cover, and 
took a hammer and chisel with him With the aid of these instru- 
ments he broke through the leaden seal , but scarcely had it gi\ en 
way, when the hd opened, and a blue curling smoke arose from it, 
and from the midst of it issued a hideous old w'oman m a strange 
dress She earned a crutch under her left arm, and held another 
m her nght hand She limped over the side of the vessel, and 
hobblmg towards the astonished Jalaladdeen, said, 

“Fool, fool that thou art! is it befitting for thee, so young as 
tliou art, to stand there like an old idler? Go forth into the world, 
and fetch the wonder-stone from Mount Massis, othen\ise tliou 
canst never be my husband ” 

After these words she hobbled back on her cnitch to the copper 
vessel, gathered herself together, as it w^ere, mto a ball, tumbled 
hastily m, and closed the cover on herself 

Overcome with fear and astonishment, Jalaladdeen threw him- 
self upon his couch , but the daivn of morning found hun still 
awake He endeavoured to beguile the day m the arrangement of 
his house , but, nevertheless, he could not chase from his memor)' 
the wonderful spectacle which he had wntnessed, and the portentous 
words tliat attended it He felt an uneasmess which he endea\ oured 
in vam to subdue, nor could he rest satisfied imtil he had mvesti 
gated tlie cause of his anxiety 

At length he was so exhausted by the business of the day, fatigue, 
and want of rest, that he laid himself down early m the evening, 
and fell asleep , but at the hour of nudnight he awoke agam He 
saw the vessel open, and the blue smoke ansmg from it, and from 
the midst of it the ugly old woman hobbled tow'ards him, and 
cried out, as she sivung her crutch to and fro m tlie air, 

“ Fool, fool, young idle fool! think of the stone of Mount Massis, 
otherwise thou canst not be my husband ” 

After these words she limped back again, gathered herself up as 
before, and the hd of the um closed once moie of itself 
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This occnrred emy mght bat after that Jalaladdeen had re- 
covered from the agitation caused bj her first appearance, he slept 
as soundly as ever still the old woman woke him mght after night 
by thrusts m the ribs with her crutch, and on every occasion re- 
peated the same or similar words. 

But she generally awoke him m the midst of a dream, m which 
he always saw a very beaubfal young lady who rose from a kingly 
throne near him, and touched him with her golden sceptre. To 
this succeeded the reality of the hideooa old woman and instead 
of the sceptre, the cratch was wielded ngamst him- 
He often endeavoured by day to get the vessel removed, and 
somettmes even it was thrown mto the nver which flows by Bagdad 
but still It always found its way back to his chamber at mght He 
then caused his couch to be removed to another room, but this 
was to no purpose, as the vessel always followed it Thus matters 
went on, tffl the nightly dLStorbances, and still more the disturbed 
state of hu mmd, afifected him to such a degree, that hu health 
was very much impaired. He sought the advice of physicians, 
who prescribed all kinds of stimulants and restoratives bat their 
coto^ed ■kgi could not r es tor e him to his loet rest At leaigth 
one of the phynoans wud to him, 

"My skill has done aH it can, my medicmes avail nothing i If 
your Dlness were really that of the body you would have been i\>- 
stored to health long since but if your mdisposibon has its source 
m the mmd my presenpaons cannot aid you. Seek a magician — 
that a my advice he by his occult science may be enabled to 
discover the cause of your bad health, and to effect a cure.* 
Jalaladdecn felt the truth of theae words. 

" It cannot be demed,* said he, ' that the cause of my iHnesi a 
seated jn my tpinH, and tin that be removed, my health cannot be 
restored. 

He then sought out one of the most skflfbl magidans of the day 
and disclosed to him the circumstances of bis nightly disturbance, 
assuring him, that before the first night on which the old woman 
had made her odious appearance out of the vessel, his rest had 
never been unpaired. He ended by begging and entreating of hnn 
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that he would use all his skill to make the vision cease, and to nd 
his house of the fatal um 

The magician consulted for some time with himself, and then 
addressed him thus . 

“You tell me that this vessel was fastened doivm by a leaden 
seal ; if it be loose, let me see it" 

Jalaladdeen immediately conducted the magician to his house, 
and showed him the vessel, to which the seal u'as still attached 
The magician studied with great attention the inscription on the 
seal, and then tummg to Jalaladdeen, spoke thus • 

“ All my skill put together could not accomplish your washes 
know that this is the seal of the great Solomon, and it is inevitable, 
that he who breaks it must become an mmate of the vessel To 
counteract this fate is not m the powe* of the most mighty magician 
You are m the hands of this old woman, and no human pow er or 
wisdom can extricate you from it” 

Tins speech involved Jalaladdeen in the greatest perplexity , he 
threw himself upon the ground, beat his breast, and sobbed and 
wept violently 

“Whence,” exclaimed he, “is the power of this hideous old 
woman ? Shall I, to the end of my days, remain in her trammels ? 
Shall she, even when i have recovered from my illness, and he 
wrapped m sweet dreams, approach my couch, and rouse me with 
her crutch to listen to her croakmg voice? Whither can I fly for 
comfort? I would rather die than drag on a miserable existence 
m such trouble and anxiety Take this dagger, I pray you, and 
stab me, and thus put an end to my illness ” 

With this he handed a dagger to the magician, and prayed him 
with many tears, as he bared his breast, to plunge it m, and nd 
him of his suflfenngs 

“ Heaven forbid that I should commit such an act,” replied the 
magician “You are, without doubt, destined for great deeds, 
which will be worthy of you, one of which is, that you should break 
the seal of the great Solomon. You tell me tliat the old woman 
has desired you to fetch the wonder-stone from Mount Massis, 
follow her advice, journey to the mountain, and work out your 
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good foTtmie. Palups year fiite may take another and a men 
prosperoQi tnm." 

He lengthened <mt hii speech m the same tone and spmt, azki 
spoke senocaly for some tone, tfll at length he socceeded m qinetmg 
Jakladdeen so that be embraced the hope of bang restored cme 
day to perfect health. 

"But," he to the magician, “whitha shall I bend my course? 
where is Mount Maasis ? and eren if 1 succeed m reaching it, how 
■hull I dBCOver the wonder-stone ? " 

Hereupon the magiaan promised to consider all these points, 
and to give Hrm the necessary mstructioas on the morrow 

On the following night the ogiy old woman appeared agam out 
of the Tcsael , but did not, as on former occasioni, roose hnn with 
her outch hot it seemed as though he woke of his own accord, 
and found her standing by his bed-sidc. 

* Now • said she to him, “will you at last be wise, and grre up 
this idleness? it will prove adraotageous both to yon and me.* 

She then addressed him in the meet friendly tenna, and left him 
m htt usual manner 

The next monung the msgioan made hia appearance agam, and 
gave him the necessary mfonnation as to the course to be punued- 
He told him that the wonder-itone lay concealed m a stone casde 
about midway up Mount Massu but that the enterprise required 
great patience, perseverance, and skin. With such words as these 
be brought his speech to a close, and leit Jalaladdeen to hu own 
reflecaom. 

" The mountam is difficult of asant, and is guarded by vigilant 
genS he who cannot comply with their wngiiUr demands must 
certainly smk under the dangers to be encountered, or at least 
withdraw from the attempt without brmgmg it to completion." 

Jolsladdeen assured the magician that he had mffiaent pafrence 
to carry him through any tnol, and that he was ready and wiUmf 
to submit to any labour if by that means he could nd himself of 
die Qlnets from which be was at that tune suffering. 

" Hien ” said he, whe r e a Mount Masns ? winch I bare never 
before heard oL" 
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“You will know it, perhaps, by another name, it is also called 
Mount Ararat There was, at some time or other, a great flood 
upon the earth, which destroyed every creature, man and beast, 
save one, who, with his wife and family, was warned by Allah, and 
placed m a large vessel, which floated upon the waters , then, as 
soon as the flood subsided, the ship remamed fixed on one of the 
two ridges of the mOuntam , from this time the mount has been 
considered holy, and the spot most devoutly worshipped ” 

“ I have heard of it,” replied Jalaladdeen , “ but in which direc- 
tion am I to journey, m order to discover this wonder-stone?” 

“You must follow the course of the Tigns,” said he, “and then 
you will be at no great distance from the place ” 

Jalaladdeen immediately set his house m order, hired some 
armed attendants, took from his chest some gold and valuable 
jewels, and set off on his journey, followmg the wmdmgs of the 
nver The road appeared pleasant to him, and no danger or mis 
fortune occurred to annoy him , the weather was fine, and he 
feasted his eyes upon the various features of the country," which 
were most beautiful and enchantmg, travellmg cheerfully onward 
He began to forget his old sorrows and grievances, and to enjoy an 
unusual degree of happmess, as he left behmd him the vision of 
the ugly old woman , for she never visited him agam from llie tune 
he quitted his home 

At length he amved with his suite on a high emmence, from 
which he beheld a most beautiful expanse of country, and m the 
distance the most charmmg scenery, from mommg till mght. In 
a comer of the valley a smgle hill towered up to the sky , farther 
on rose a cham of mountams , but the httle hill was formed at tlie 
summit mto two peaks A cloud floated over their tops, one of 
which shot up more lofty than the other, and the sun cast a bril- 
liant light upon them. But it was remarkable, that the nearer one 
approached the hill, the higher it appeared, and more majestic. 
At its base lay a very frmtfiil plam, and on the other side stood a 
-ittle city 

Jalaladdeen inquired the name of the city, and was told that it 
was Semienum. 
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•Whatl* laid he, "Semxnum? How did it acquire tins ex 
tr aordmary name?* 

The people laughed at his thnpliaty and mquired whether or 
Dot he had heard of the great fiood which only one man and 
his wife, and three sons with tbar wives also escaped. 

“These eight persons," added they "on their descent fiom the 
mountain, took up their abode her^ and laid the foundation of the 
oty* 

After this Jalaladdeen heard that the castle in which the wonder 
stone was concealed lay on the other side of the hill, but still no 
one knew anything of the ston^ nor had the inhabitants a satisfiic 
tory idcA of the castle. But be was informed that so many extra 
ordinary and gigantic mines of stone were standing in the vanoos 
defts ck the mount, that their appearance waa certainly that of a 
castle, and that the lof^ a ow nmg point m the distance resembled 
t tower 

“ However * added the relaten, “ yonder spot Is not accessible, 
nor has it ever been beard oi^ withm the memory of man, that any 
one ever dreamt of attempting its ascent. Everybody dreads the 
road on that side of the hill, as It has been said that mighty genfi 
carry on their orgies there and there is also a tradition, that a 
traveller once undertook to attain the summit, but that be had 
never been known to return.* 

As soon as Jalaladdeen had dearly ascertained from the mbahl* 
tants on which side of the hill the so-called castle was situated, be 
fdt a strong mdmation to journey on towards it at that mumte, 
regardless of the wammgs of the nejghbourmg people and the en- 
treaties of his guide. He accordingly took some of his gold and 
jewdi with him, and set oft on hb journey ordering ha guide to 
remain behind. He gave these lost instructions to his servants 

“■IT r return not m three month*, yju may regard my property 
here as your own, then go back each one to his home, or wherever 
his TTirlmatirm may lead him.* 

He soon lost his road, and aiiiyed at unknown and intricate 
paths, with winch the foot of the mountain was surrounded. Gradn- 
ahv the trees and all traces of vegetation disappeared, save here 
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and there a tuft of dose undent ood, tthich sprang up in the rkfts 
of the rocks Hound about him were piled b!o^ 1 s of stone of inon 
strous sue, and his farther progress was soon aUogcther stopped 
Tliere rose before him a niassnc stone ttall like a tower, tthirh t.as 
so steep and smooth, that it was impossible to pass it He there 
fore made a wide circuit round, and at last found hmuelf in a broad 
chasm of the rock, which seemed to c\tend far into the mountain 

Wild and unfrequented as this appeared, nctcrthcless he tentured 
to descend The way was ver) labonous, he was often obliged to 
mount sharp-pointed masses of rock, often to w md along betv ecn 
crags and briars, often again to descend into deep abxsses, down 
which rapid streams rushed \iolcntly, and then again to clamber 
up on the other side At times he hung suspended from one side, 
searching out in vain a resting-place for his foot, to furnish him a 
support in his progress 

At length, after long and incessant labour through a dangerous 
pathw’ay, he amved at the steep summit, from which he discotercd 
massive walls and lofty towers, that appeared to be constructed of 
rough unhewn stone With the last exertion of his exhausted 
strength, he ascended these heights, and found himself before an 
opening He knew not whether this was merely a cleft in the rock 
resembling a doorway, or a doorway hewn in the rough rock like a 
natural chasm It was formed of upnglit blocks of stone, on which 
was cast another of wonderful size , but there w'as no door He 
laboured now more assiduously than ev er through the thorns and 
pointed stones, which lay here and there over the little lex el space 
that extended in front of the opening, till he stood before the dark 
entrance The gloom concealed the nature of the interior of the 
cavity from his view^, and he stood for a short time on the threshold, 
thmkmg on his past tnals and collecting his scattered senses As 
he was about to enter, a man stepped up to him, aniied xvith a bow 
and bearing on his back a quiver of arroxvs 

“Take the bow,” said he to Jalaladdeen, “choose > ourself an 
arrow, and go do your duty ” 

So surprised and astonished was he, that he seized tlie bow, drew 
an arroxv from the quiver, and asked, 
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“What i« my dtrtj? What thall I do ? * 

“ There^ answered the man, pointmg jn the dlitance, “ fer be- 
yond yon Tonit go , there u a great tea, which you must compass 
to Its southern side, and then proceed through a wide expanse of 
plam until yon amve at a large inlaiui lake, called the Eagles Take. 
There, every mormng immediately after sunnse you will see a 
swarm of bl^ eagles on the shore, and among them a single white 
one. Thts kill, arid, m proof of what you have done, brmg back 
here the left wing 

Thu announcement came like a thunderbolt upon the miserable 
Jalaladdeen,whobad fanaed that he had smved very near the end 
of hu journey But now he was ordered to proceed still farther 
through an unknown tract of land- On leaking back ho saw that 
tun had thesdy sunt m the heavens, and that dusky and humid 
douds were gathering over the sky so tnmmg to the man, he said, 
“ The mght u fut drawing on, and I am very weary and tf I 
were to be exposed for so miny hours m the abyss of thu rocky 
ravine, 1 liiould certainly pensh. May I not be pemutted to pass 
the night here ? ” 

The man nodded assent, and ordered JaJaladdecn to follow hnn. 
They passed mto a dark hall from the entrance, with a vaulted 
roof formed of rough blocks of stone, from which hung a single non 
lamp, that spread a feeble and dim hgbt around. His conductor 
left him here alone, and two dcanestics soon appeared They 
brought hrm an ottoman, and made him understand by signs that 
he was to fit down They then placed a table before hrm with 
meat and drmk, and stationed themfchres at a respectful distance 
from hhn, waiting to serve him. He ate and drank and refreshed 
himself after the labours of the day while the attendants handed 
everything to him with the greatest attcntiou. 

As soon u he had satisfied the c raving of his appetite, they 
removed the table with its appendages, and beckoned to hirg to 
follow them. They conducted him through a side passage to a door, 
and when they had drawn back die curtam which hong before it, 
Jalaladdeen stood mute with astomshmenL 
TIm cKamh^ was precuely like hu Ateeping-room at TTagdad 1 
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every article of furniture was of the same size and colour as his, 
and occupied exactly the same position 

“You are surprised at this chamber,” said one of the attendants* 
“ our master wished to make it as comfortable for you as possible 
after your long journey, and he thmks that a man never experiences 
more comforts than m his own house ” 

With this they saluted him, and retued, but Jalaladdeen was 
too much astomshed to sink to rest immediately , he accordingly 
walked round the room and mspected everything It was his own 
chamber, with his own cushions, tapestries, and carpet, the curtains 
which he had purchased on entenng his new house were there, and 
even the most mmute article of furniture was the same , and that 
nothmg might be wantmg, there stood, on the precise spot, the 
fatal vessel which he had not been able to remove from his room 
by any means Disagreeable as this last was, still he was so taken 
with surprise at the strange resemblance to his own chamber, that 
it made no impression on his mmd , and at last he laid himself 
down on the couch, and Nature soon asserting her nghts, he slum- 
bered He slept soundly throughout the night, and expenenced 
the same happy dream which had so often visited him when at 
home. He saw a beautiful young maiden in prmcely garb, adorned 
with the most costly jewels, and at the moment that she raised 
herself from her queenly throne, and bent towards him her golden 
sceptre, he awoke, and the hideous old woman hobbled up to 
him 

“ Commit no rash act of folly,” said she, in a hoarse croakmg 
voice , “ do not go without a dog they vmst give you one ” 

She then turned herself about, shook her crutch at him m s 
menacing manner, and disappeared all at once mto the vessel, as 
on every former occasion 

“A dog I” said Jalaladdeen to himself* “what shall I do with 
such an unclean animal? However, she seems to know of the 
journey m store for me ” 

And revolving the matter m his mmd, it appeared to him better 
to follow her advice In the midst of his thoughts he agam fell fast 
asleep , and when he awoke, he found, to his no small surpnse, 
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that he htid been slombenng in a chnim of the rock tipon « bed of 
dned moentun gran. 

The fim thone m upon hrm, and before him stood the man who 
bad g i Tc n him the bow and arrow and who immediatclj remmded 
hnn of hia journey and ur g ed him to prepare fpccdily to do his 
duty He arose at once, and declared himself ready 

« But," said he, gatlmg to mind the old woman s words, " could 
I not hare a dog to accompany me on the way f ” 

Certainly, replied the mao , and at his call a large dog with 
broad paws made iti appearance, end began to run round hnn in 
a friendly manner, baikmg for joy He then tore off a small piece 
of the hem of hb garment, and haring shewn it to the dog, gave 
it to Jalaladdeen, and said, 

“So long as you bear this with you, the dog will follow you 
wherever you go, be therefore careful of it Now proceed, turn 
not back to the town but go straight on to the east 

The dog munedtately bounded forward, and, on issuing from the 
hollow of the rock, turned toward the east Jalaladdeen followed, 
and found, to his astonishment, a wmdmg path, not altogether 
Icvd, but itfll not very inconvenient \VheneTcr a daogerona spot 
showed Itself at times, the dog discovered another path by which 
the danger might be avoided. Jalaladdeen therefore aUonTd him 
to run on before, and followed his steps. 

They soon reached the plain, and amved at a hilly dtstnct, 
where the mountains rose higher and higher behmd them m the 
distance. The land on the other tide declmed gently and, eSu 
0% they beheld the sea. Many days, however passed before he 
was able to make the wide oremt which led to the southern side. 
He then found himself in a flat country and afrer a journey ol 
fourteen days, amved at the shores of the Eagle Lake. Jalalad 
deen threw himself down, m the evening, upon a dry spot of the 
shore for m the course of his long journey be had habituated 
himself to rest on the earth under the broad canopy of heaven. 

In the morning, his dog awoke him by a low bairidng and hvely 
indicanoQs of restlessness. He bad hardly risen from the ground 
when the dog sprang joyously up to hun looking to one side, as 
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though to direct his attention. On turning his eyes towards the 
spot, he discovered a great inultitude of black birds liovcnng over 
the trees, and felt satisfied tliat they were the eagles He then 
looked anxiously for the white one, \\ hich he was to I ill , but in 
vain Whilst he was engaged in the search, the dog made a circuit, 
and crept close to them beneath some bushes , then, by a sudden 
loud bark, he dislodged them from the spot, and they flew m the 
direction of Jalaladdeen, across the lake He, on a sudden, dis 
covered the snow-white eagle among the others, and bent his bow, 
and, although the bird was now at so great a distance that no 
ordinary shot could have reached it, still the arrow' (lew straight 
to its mark, and he saw the object of Ins aim fall far from the 
shore into the blue waters of the lake 

“What avails my fortunate shot?” said he, looking with vexa- 
tion on the waves which bore it farther from the shore 

Immediately the dog plunged hastily into the water, and swim 
ming with extraordinary rapidity, seized the eagle in his mouth, 
and brought it safely to his master Jalaladdeen quickly drew out 
the arrow, w'hich had pierced it through the middle of the body, 
and cutting off the left wing, secured it to his person Dimng 
this operation, he had smeared his fingers wnth blood , and, as he 
was ivipmg It off on the inside of his girdle, the little piece of the 
man’s garment, which he had hitherto kept safely, fell to the 
ground without his noticing it Hereupon the dog caught up the 
body of the eagle, which Jalaladdeen had thrown away, and ran 
off with It at full speed. 

Jalaladdeen called repeatedly to the dog, and coaxed him to 
return, but in vain , so he proceeded home on his w ay alone He 
certainly met with nothing of material import to molest him in 
his journey, nevertheless he had to encounter a thousand little 
obstacles, which very much impeded his progress He could not 
discover the path by which he had originally come, but frequently 
arrived at places where there was no road, or at thick forests, 
through which he was obliged to hew a path with his sabre, and 
to pass the night upon the naked earth beneath the open sky 

Aiiei a much longer journey than before, and many different 
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dctoari, he amved at a ipot from which he corUd »ee the two 
pointed bead of Mount Matsu. When, after some days, he came 
to the foot of the mount, he waa m hope* of finding the path by 
which he had descended m company with the dog but he looked 
for it m yam, and was obhgcd to climb up by one of the dreadful 
rocky rayinet, at the nak of hia life, as on a former occaaioiL 
At length, weary and cihoitated, he arrived at the opening, and 
was about to enter with the eagles wing m his hand when the 
man who had given him the bow and arrow presented himself 
before him and said, 

“Hast tboa done thy duty?* 

Jalaladdeen immediately placed the wing in Mi handa. 

“Good, rephed the other I will sec if it be the right one. 
He titen called the dog by name, who immediately appeared 
from the castle, carrying the eagle t body m his moutL 
As sojn as the man had applied the wing to the place from 
which It had been ent, and compared it with the other he said to 
hnn nodding approvingly “T*iswdl I have that which I wanted 
Bat stay here a moment my brother wiD come to you and inform 
you whit you must do for him, if yon wish to have your desire fhl 
filled" Wth these words, he entered the hollow ogam, and the 
dog actompamed hum 

Jalalsddeen followed him with hu eyes and then, sighmg 
deeply, said, “Another labour still 1 I Ihntaed I had already dis- 
covered the wonder-stone of Mount Masais, and now I must journey 
out mto the world agaiu on a new adventure t God knows whither 
the brother will send me. 

His soliloquy was interrupted by the appearance of a man who 
stepped forward from the opoung, and presented to Him a lance 
With a ghttermg sted head 

“ Take it," said he, “ and with it do thy duty " 

Jalaladdeen took it, and mtunated hu readmess to undertake 
the mission at the tame time asking, \Vhat is my doty ? * 

The man answered, “ On the way hence to Mount Lebanon, on 
the other side of the Tigris end Euphrates, the traveller comes, 
sfter a journey of some days, to avast deseit T^cxe, m the middk 
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of a large barren and sandy plain, lies a fnntful oasis, watered by 
a little stream, on whose bnnk grow tall palms, refreshing the 
wanderer with their shade and fnnt But the neighbourhood of 
the palms is frequented by a monstrous lion of a dark colour,— the 
only one that has wandered into the distnct,— and his fcrocit> 
renders it dangerous to rest beneath their shade This >ou must 
kill— not only for the safely of future tra\ oilers, but in order to 
accomplish your own wishes Then bnng here to me the lion’s 
tail , you will hereafter need it " 

Again It was evening, and Jalaladdccn begged permission to 
recruit his strength and refresh himself b} a night’s rest The 
man assented, and made a sign that he should follow him In 
the hall he was again provided with meat and dnnk b} the two 
attendants ^ and after his repast, they conducted him to the same 
door, drew back the curtain from before it, and he again, to his 
utter amazement, found himself in his own slccpmg-clnmbcr at 
Bagdad Once more he recognized everj' article of fumilurc as 
his own, or exactly similar to his owm, and the copper \csscl stand- 
ing precisely on the same spot. He then threw himself on his 
couch, and was soon locked in deep slumber. But at the hour of 
midnight he was again roused from liis dream by the hideous old 
w'oman, W'ho stood by his bcd-sidc, flounshing her cnitch m a 
threatenmg attitude, and calling upon him in a hoarse, croaking 
voice, 

“ See thou commit no rash act of folly,” she cned “ Go not on 
foot to the desert, otherwuse tlie floating clouds of sand will bur) 
thee for ever before thou amvest at the palms , or if thou shouldcsl 
attain the spot, the lion wll tear thee in pieces if he find no other 
booty They must give thee a camel sec that thou demand iL” 
At these words she shook her crutch at him, and disappeared into 
the vessel 

A camel!” said Jalaladdecn to himself '“can they possibly 
have camels in this unfrequented place? And even if they had, 
how could I descend to tlie plain ivith such a beast, through the 
clefts m the rocks, from this height?” 

His weariness was so great that, amid a chain of thoughts that 
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tltended the vicon, be fell fut asleep egam. The next monnng 
be wu avoke by the man who gare bun the lance, and he disco* 
Tcred himself at the opening of the rock, as on a fonoer occasion. 
Ihe inn again shone throngh the hollow and the man said to him, 

“'Tis tune that yon should make ready to do yoor duty take 
the bow and arrow together with my lance, and Journey on to the 
desert” 

At the moment he called to mind the injunction of the old 
woman, and answered, ** For my passage through the desert I shall 
require a cameL" 

“ Then thou ihalt hare one,” rephed the man , and, on emergmg 
a second time from the opening, there stood a camel, ready fur 
lushed with many necessanes for his comfort and conrcmence 
during the joumey 

To hu aatomshmeot, after he had mounted the animal, it pro- 
ceeded by an easy pathway down the side of the mountain, and, 
although he could see nothing but impassable spots, huge blocks of 
stone, and deep abysses both before and behind, still the camel 
tTETelled on by a level and gently declining track. 

On this occasion, too his Joumey was more prosperous and far 
more speedy than at the frrst. He amred at the desert without any 
mishap and m the evening reached the fruitful stnp of land where 
the palms stood. The camel immediately refreshed itself with 
water while Jalilsddeen s repast consiited of dates from the neigh- 
bouring trees. He then allowed the camel to browse upon the 
brink of the stream, while he resigned himself without care, to rest 
beneath the shade. He was soon, however terrified by the roar of 
a lion, which sounded dose to him accordingly he sprang up 
hastily teiied his arms, and took np a position behind tome large 
palms, which concealed him from the sight of his approaching 
enemy Soon the hon drew on with rapid strides, and was about 
to rush upon the browsing camel, when Jalaladdeen shot an arrow, 
which took effect m his right eye. Scarcely had the dart reached 
the hon, when he sprang TengcfuUy forward on his foe, whom he 
had but that moment discovered. Jalaladdeen, nothing daunted, 
stepped boldly forwards, and thrust at linn with the pomt of hu 
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lance , but the hon bounded on with such force, that he could not 
withstand the attack he fell, and the whole bulk of the lion rolled 
over him Jalaladdeen gave himself up for lost he lay senseless 
some time, and when he had recovered sufficiently to comprehend 
his dreadful situation, the moon v/as high m die hcatens He was 
very weak, and bruised all over the body, and he felt some great 
weight upon him By means of considerable everlion, he released 
himself, and remarked for the first time that his clothes were satu- 
rated with blood. He immediately fancied that he had been 
wounded by the teetli or claws of the lion, and accordingly rolled 
over to the w'ater and washed himself, but, after a very careful 
examination of his person, he could not discover a wound The 
coolness of the water refreshed his limbs, and eased the pain of 
the bruises in the vanous parts of his body After this he was soon 
enabled to stand up, and he found that the weight w’hich had been 
pressmg upon him was the lion, dead and stiff, and soaked in his 
blood In Its bound forward it had pierced itself with the lance, 
and had fallen to the ground, in consequence of the furious attack 
It was designing The body of the dead hon proved a soft pillow, 
and Its bulk was so immense that Jalaladdeen could recline at full 
length upon its back with great ease In this manner he slept on, 
and did not nse till broad daylight, when he felt himself fully re- 
freshed and well He then cut off the lion’s tad, and remounted 
the camel, which had strayed to a short distance from the spot 
The return to the castle on the mount was prosperous, and not 
marked by any particular adventure He soon left the desert be- 
hmd, and found himself at the foot of Mount Massis But as 
evening was approaching, he considered whether it would be better 
to rest till morning, and then ascend the acclmty, the camel, how- 
ever, persevenngly trotted on with that zeal which animals gene- 
rally show when approadiing their accustomed dwellmg 
The last gleam of day had not disappeared in the w'estem sky 
when he found himself in the little chamber before the well-known 
entrance of the castle Although the distance from the foot of the 
hill thus far up to the castle, nobvithstandmg the rapid steps of the 
beast, had occupied tlie greater part of a whole day, yet sfc ap 
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peired that it coaid now be accomplished m the short space of a 
single boGc. Jaloladdeen coaid not comprehend bow be had reached 
U so rapidlj , but it occtured to him for the first time that he had 
never seen so cxtraordmary a pathway or one accompanied with 
so mqch difficulty and danger He contemplated with surprise the 
rapidity with which he had completed this journey and made a sign 
to the camel to kned, to give bis ndcr an oppoitimity of descend 
log and unloading him. He took his arms and the hens tail, and 
entered the gate of the castle. 

On bis entry be was met by a man who took his lance from him 
and said, " Hast thou done thy dat> ? 

And as Jalaladdeen presented to him the hon s tail, he said that 
he had failed in nothing 

“Good," said hej but stiB I will put it to the test, to prove 
whether you are nght" 

He then called out aloud four names, upon which immediately 
appeared four large dogs out of the chasm m the rock dragging 
thei them the dead body of the dark hon. The man now applied 
the tan to the Uons body and on finding that it corresponded, 
** Good," said he , “ I have now what I desire. Wait, however a 
short time, and my brother will come and tell you what he reqmres 
you to do for hun if you ore inclined to sec your wishes falfilled 
With these words he retired into the castle, and the four dogs 
dragged m the hon after bun. 

“AlaiJ said Jalaladdeen, “I have not yet accomplished roy 
labours 1 Who knows how many brothers may be dwelling here 
together? And if I receive only a slight demand from each of 
them a year may elapse ere I obtam the wonder-stone." 

He had scarcely uttered these words when the third brother 
advanceef, and handing to fifm a basket made of rusbes. accom- 
panied it with the words, Go and do thy duty 

He mquired what was his duty, and received this answer ”Go 
arid fetch water " 

"Wbatl" said he, fetdi water in a basket! It will run out 
between the rushes 1 " 

The man shrugged up his ihoulden, and said, That is £ot 
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you to look to \Natcr you must bnng in tins Insl ct, inrl \\ithotit 
the aid of any other vessel, for you will stand in need of th'. 
water." 

“That IS impossible," replied J.alaladdccn "Pet me to .an\ 
other kind of w’ork— send me into a distant countrj on liit o.hei 
tide of the Caucasus, let me herd wath wild beasts, and I v ill, \.ith 
out making any objection, obey jour injunctions, even at the ns^ 
of my life, but do not require impossibilities of me " 

“’Tis not impossible,” answered the man “ Reflect I dare no* 
say anything more tojou You base till morning to consider •' Ipt 
you will do. Come in here and refresh j ourself with food and 
rest ” 

Jalaladdecn followed him, and was conducted into a chamber, 
where he was abundantlj supplied with \nnds and liquors The 
bed-room appropnated to him was that in which he Ind formerly 
rested and known as his owm, and he hid himself down, exhausted 
and overcome with gnefon account of the new demand rnarlc upon 
him He awoke again at midnight, and the little old w Oman stood 
once more before him with her uplifted crutch 
“ Commit no rash act of foil}',” s.aid she “ Seek not w.atcr out 
cf the deep carry that not in thj b.askct, the water which thou 
must bring in it wall not escape through iL Step out , above thou 
wait find the water I speak of, thence thou must fctdi it iJo.t 
thou hear? Be not foolish hast thou lost thine understanding' ?" 

After she had disappeared, as on prevaous occasions, Jalaladdecn 
rolled about for some time on his couch, sleepless and pcrjilexed 
with care It appeared to him like an unsob able nddic 

“■\Vhat! shall I not fetch water from the depth, whence com- 
monly spnngs and streams flow ? and jet shall I go upwards? anr 
am I to carry it in a simple wacker b.askct?" 

At last, however, he fell asleep again, and w.as awoke in the 
morning, with positive orders to make ready to do his duty As 
he was prepanng, he said, “The way up the rock and the oft 
frequented path is dangerous ; could I not get a travelling-staff to 
help me ?” 

Here is one ready,” answered the man, handing him a long 
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pole, made of a light toaglj wood, with a ftrong iron ipike fixed to 
iL He then ihoi bun heartfly bf the hand, and let him out of 
the opening. 

When he gained the extenor, he loohed all arotmd him. He 
hoped to discover tome track which would indicate in what direc 
bon he shoold set oat bat ftones and rams, the efiects of a great 
couvnlnon of nature, ftttroanded, m a wild and nnnatnral confusion, 
the small and even spot before the entrance of the castle. But 
what most astoni^ed bun was, that the road which had appeared 
formerly to be impassable for bis camel ihonld now present an even 
and nnencomber^ path. At last, after vanoos attempts, by great 
good fortune, he found a part whcr^ by help of his travelling-stalT 
be was able to cUmb op the projecting mass of rock. On the other 
side be found a spot by which ho coold, without nnch danger 
descend bto a large plW It seemed to hun like the same piece 
of rock on which he, in the first instance, had got m proceeding 
fitm the castle. He was nearly from this orcmnstance, led to 
descend there , but he thought of the wommg grven to bun by the 
old woman m good time, who had adnsed him not to fetch water 
from the bottom, but from the summit, and be occordragly bent his 
steps upwards. But here the road lay through enormons fragments 
of rod;:, choked up at mterrals with bnars and thorns. At length, 
after frequently repeated efforts, he snccetded in Journeying on a 
short distance by the help of his travelling-staff when a spot pre- 
sented itself where there was a chann in the rock, which it was 
impossible for him to surmount He was accordingly obliged to 
turn sideways tin he had passed it, m order to follow up hu prt 
scribed route. He toiled on with intens* exertion, endeavouring 
to reach the summit of the rock, for more than on hour , but, from 
vanous obstacles, had not made any great progress. At last, worn 
out with fittigue, be sat himself down beneath the shade of an over 
hanging crag to recrmt his strength, in order to renew the attempt 
with increased ngoar. 

Up to this time, through all hu wanderings, be had not found a 
stream from whose source he was able to draw water. He had 
certainly seen m deep hollows small rrmlets issuing from the rock, 
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which by their fall covered the neighboimng plain wlh %^hUo (laVt- 
of foam Still, although he persevered as=mhioii';l>, he ronld not 
discover one spot which he could approach suffu \i nth m ar 
He was by this time siiflcring intcnsel) from ihir,! , for, no*; iih 
standing the height at v Inch he had amud, v.hcrc the cold 
more severe than in the hollows beneath, still liis an'ie*v, and h"" 
journey upwards beneath the inidda) sun, had parched ins lij- , 
and he had not yet been able to re-'di a sirtim at vdiich to moisten 
them 

“Fool, fool that I am cvclaimed Jalaladdeen, bittcrK , “v.U) 
should I thus exhaust my strength? If t attain the •niiiMut of th‘ 
hill, I shall meet witli no vatcr, or e\«.n if I were to fm 1 •'orin^ 
at the top of it, still 1 should not be able to carrj its ; Uei - in a 
rush basket ” 

He then reasoned with himself vhclhcr or not it were’ better to 
return , but tlicn the thought Hashed aern, hi mind ih n iiie nr*! 
of the old woman had on two prcMoiis ore iMons b-cii f dh ren‘'v 1 
He therefore determined to follow her afhice once* more 
“ Did she not assure me,” said lie, “ that I should fmd ; ater 
enough above me? T is passing sirannc the sirLams cert unlv 
flow thence, or remain still m their channels ” 

With this he set forward again on ins ascent, and it nov .appeared 
that he had advanced much farlhei than he had bet-ii iv are of, and 
in a shorter space of tunc He had not proceeded f-r when he 
amved at a spot hollowed out, and siieltcred from behind In V I irge 
mass of rocL In this cavity was a quantily of snow and ice, which 
the air at tliat height could not melt, and to whuli tiie rajs of tlic 
sun could not penetrate through the surrounding masses 
Jalaladdeen laid himself down to rest at the edge of the sno\ , 
and refreshed himself with its grateful coolness bj taking a small 
quantity in his hands, and by applying it to his Ups lie first of all 
moistened the exterior of his mouth, and then swallowed a littk 
with great pleasure. This at once solved the mystery' of the 
problem. 

“ Here,” said he, “ is a large expanse ot snow the tops of the 
mountams are covered mth it What is snow but w'ater ? and such 
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initer I easily caury in my nub basket Mid even if some ihonW 
melt m the joomey it cannot all dissolve md escape.” 

He then begin immediatdy to fill the basket with clem mow 
&oin the middle of a heap, and to render it more firm, he preued 
It together with hu hands. As soon as he had filled hu basket he 
set off joyously on his rcUim but it seemed as though he most 
again have taken a different roote, as he did not meet m the coune 
of his way one of the thousand obstacles that had impeded hu 
progiets on hu journey in search of this water 

The last traces of sunlight were last disappearing m the west 
when he found himself at the entrance of the castle. Immediately 
the three brothers advanced to meet him. 

“ See," said the third, who had unposed tins last misaion on him, 
“ tee, thou hast brought us water m a rush basket" 

With these words they ushered him mto the inttnor and gave 
him the joyful mteHigence that he had now accompluhed every 
tbmgthatwas necesssiy topot him m possession of the wonder’etone. 

“Yon must know," said they **that the wondei-stone is con 
cesled in sn tron ch^ but the bolt, by lapse of time, u so tho- 
roughly rusted that no power has yet been discorered saffiaent to 
force It back and to disclose the contents. There is, however a 
tradition that he who be deemed worthy to possess this trbs 
sure, and who shall have successfully performed all our commands, 
■hall be endued with power to draw back the bolt — a feat which 
has been deemed impossible for many hundred years. But, as des- 
tiny offen depends on arcumsUnces which moitsls consider trivial 
and insignificant, so m this case a combination of matenala is reqm 
ote, by whose agency alone a tore and happy success can cro w n 
our hitherto prosperous sttempta. It would, doubtless, be nnsgmed 
that a rusty bolt might be moved by the application of a little oil 
or grease, of whatever nature it might be but m this case nothing 
save that portion of marrow which u contained m the lion i tail 
win be effiaent, and this, to(v must be boiled m water fetched la 
a ruah basket Nor is this all the marrow most be apphed with 
three f&theis plucked firom the left wmg of a w hitc eagle, the king 
of eagles In K^e IjumL* 
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After thpse words they conducted him into a. rlnmhcr , in the 
middle of it stood a large iron chest, whose co\cr was fastened 
down by seven strong iron bolts 

“Behold the chest in which the wonder-stone is hid,” s'>id they. 
“Let us proceed to work immcdiatcl)/' 

Hereupon they brought in a cauldron, and filled it v uh •■now 
from the rush basket, and placed it on a fire m llic 1 itchcn '1 ht. 
lion's tail was then cut into pieces and thrown into the water, the 
fat wras soon extracted, and floated at the top Then the first of 
the three brothers brought in the eagle's v mg, and Jahladdecn 
was ordered to pluck out the three outside feathers, and with them 
to anomt the bolts While he was thus occupied, a drop of the fat 
fell upon his hands, which he rubbed over them 
“■Right, nghtl" said another brother, who had observed it with 
great satisfaction, “it is very strengthening to the limbs” 

And he accordingly rubbed both his hands and feet, and irn 
mediately expenenced a pleasurable sensation of new vigour 
Talaladdeen had been exceedingly fatigued b} the toils of the 
dayj nevertheless by this application he Lit ns recruited as lie had 
on other occasions m consequence of a prolonged and peaceful 
slumber 

'“The marrow has done its work,” said the second brother, “it 
has already unclosed the bolt Approacli, then, and open the chest ’ 
Jalaladdeen bowed, and with great .apparent case withdrew the 
bolts As soon as he had lifted up the Iid he beheld a beautiful 
gem, which appeared to be a rare specimen of the onjTC- In the 
middle of it was a golden hook, to which a chain was attached, b) 
which It might be suspended from the neck Upon the stone was 
an engraving of an altar, upon which a sacnficial fire was burning, 
and before it a suppliant family bowed the knee, over this was 
thrown a white vestment archwuse in the form of a rainbow 
“ Is this really the wonder-stone?” said Jalaladdeen, gazing on ii 
with rapture 

“ It IS,” replied the brothers , and continuing, “ Hail, thou h.app> 
youth I" they exclaimed , “hail, pnnee 1 thou wait shortly be seated 
on the throne of thy fathers.” 
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“A Pnncel” cried JtliViddecn in aitcmiihmentj “a Prmcel 
£itber died at Bagdad, a quiet, retired man, and nerer m tho 
whole cotme of mj hfo did I hear him say that he had ever been 
a Kmg. * 

“ He wai a King," exclaimed one of the brothen "bcthiaiob- 
Jects made war agimxt hhn, and drove him into exile , they then 
elected another Sultan who lat upon the throne there many yean. 
He 15 tmce dead, and the people are not nnannnons m raising his 
daughter to the queenly station. They are divided mto two lao 
Uona, opposed to one another with the most dreadiul hatred and 
animosity Go thither, and give thy people peace.” 

” Whither shall I go?" asked Jalaladdeen, anxionaly How 
iJall I procure myself to be recognised as thdr lawful monarch?" 

“That will be easily accomplished," answered one of the bro- 
thers, “by the agency of thia wonder stone. Place the chain round 
thy neck, and support the gem on thy breast Now come " said 
they u soon as be had compiled with this direction , thon bast 
no tune to spare refresh thyself as though for a long journey 
with meat and dnnk, and then set out" 

They then conducted him mto cn adjoming room, and waited 
upon him themselves after his repast they handed to him a crystal 
goblet filled with a liquor most agreeable to bo pnlntc, superior to 
any dnnk be bad fotmerly tasted. 

“ Now proceed onward said th^ this is the first step towards 
your happiness." 

One of them then traced a small cross with his forefinger upon 
the wall, and immediately there opened a small vaulted chamber 

"^Vhat I said Jakladdecu, * am I to enter that gloomy hole?" 
thoddenng and inrolnntanly drawing harfr, in consequence of the 
cold damp vapour that issued from it 

“Hand him another goblet to refresh himselfi" said one of the 
brothers, and at the same tune filling one for him. 

Then the third brother presented to him the ease’s wing and 
the tip of the lion s taB, which had been reserved from the caul- 
droQ, and the arrow and lance, too, with which be had killed 
them, 

8 
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“ Forward 1 On, in the name of the Prophet 1" was the next 
command 

“I obey,” answered Jalaladdecn, “but suffer me before my de- 
parture to ask, Who are ye ? ” 

“We are three genu,” said they, “sent here by tiie King of 
Spmts, as keepers of the mysteries of the holy Mount Massis 
But proceed, in order that thou mayest amve m due time at thy 
destination ” They led him to the opening, and as he was stooping 
down to enter it, “ See,” said they, “ if thou shouldit return by this 
way, throw upon the ground this wing of the eagle and the tail of 
the lion, and call out m a loud voice our names. Ary eh, Ncsclnr, 
and Mana-Guma. We shall then know what thou reqiiircst” 

With these words the passage closed upon him, and he found 
himself in such dense darkness that there was not a single glimmer 
of light through the w'hole space The ground as he ad\anccd was 
even, and for the first few steps he could walk upright, so that it 
did not seem inconvenient Suddenly, however, he came to a 
gradual declivity, and after a few steps he felt the bottom sinking 
beneath his feet He could no longer remain upright, but sank 
upon his knees, and eventually sat himself down, for it gave way 
more and more, and the more he stnigglcd the lower he sank. At 
last he bent forw'ard with his head laid upon liis knee, as he was 
completely exhausted, in consequence of the rapid though gradual 
fall of earth How^ long he might have been descending he could 
not tell, as his self-possession had entirely deserted him, and when 
he recovered himself, he seemed to be just awakening out of a 
sound sleep This commotion wns suspended for a moment, and 
he felt the spot on which he was seated rising up again, but it soon 
descended, and continued to ascend and descend wuth unceasing 
force and rapidity But at times he lost all consciousness, and 
recovered his recollection again as the motion changed and pro- 
ceeded doivnwards In this manner was he dnven from sleeping 
to wakmg, overcome with exhaustion and perplexed with the dark- 
someness of his journey How long he was m this gloomy pas- 
sage he knew not at one time he thought that the journey had 
been one of several days, but then this could not be so, as he h^d 
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not even once experienced the crarm^t of hunger or thlnt i u he 
bad not luffered m thu pardcoUr, he felt convinced that the tune 
that had elapced was much lets, and that it most have appeared to 
from hit tot^ abttmence. 

At length he perceived a tmall gleam of light at the farther 
end of this waj and bj it be observed that he was in a narrow 
part of a tubterranean dumber which teemed tcarcely large 
enough to admit his body His movements, however were to 
quick that he brought himself nearer and nearer to the light at 
every step dH at last he tuocceded m extricating himsel£ He found 
hnnself standing upon a mount on a apot hitherto unknown to him, 
which was illamlned by the tun from the opposite horizon. Here 
he remained, Joyously around, and breathing now for the 

first tune the pore fiesh air 

On a sudden he heard a loud warlike tonnd at the foot of the 
hQl, and, on a closer mipection be discovered several companies, 
ranged in battle order halfway np the hill, and preparing for the 
attack. Without allowing himself tnse for refiectioD, be threw the 
hos'i tan and eagle a wing to the ground, exdarmmg at the tame 
tune m a loud voice the names of the three germ of Mount hlaisu, 
"Ai]eh, Neschor Mana-Gomal'* 

Scarcely had he nltered the last word, when he found himself 
mounted upon a noWe white steed with a blaxdc tail, the arrow in 
hit left hand, and the spear in his right and withoot his taking 
hold of the remi, which were ornamented with gold and preaous 
stones, the tractable steed fiew along the hill rapidly and bore 
hnn safely between the two contending fimtions. 

"What are you domg?” exclaimed Jolaladdecn in a tone of 
anger to both parties, who immediately ceased their hostile con 
tenbons, through then amazement at the sudden appearance of 
the stDmger horseman. is the canse of this a'eadfy 

fend?” 

At these words a Joyous tram of voice* proceeded from the band 
upon his nght hand and the combatants immediately threw down 
their weapons, exclaiming, 

"This, this a ho who shall bnng peace to our people 1 Thu is 
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the appointed Sultan' to! it was projihesicd that he should 
appear upon a white horse wth a black tail, upon the longest day 
of the year Hail, Sultan 1 all hail 1” 

Upon this the commander of the company approached Jalalad- 
deen with submission, bending before him i\ilh his arms crossed 
upon his breast, and the troops threw themselves upon the earth, 
each one bowing low with his forehead to the dust 

Hereupon the leader of the opposite faction sprang forward, dy- 
ing out, “Down with them ! down with them 

But Jalaladdeen’s horse turned towards him instinctnel}, and 
bore him to the band 

“^Vhy would you prolong the strife and contest?" cned ha 
“ \Vhat IS your complaint ? ’’ 

“They cany arms for Gulnaschare,” was the answer “Dost 
thou not know that a young maiden dares to rule over a people of 
warlike customs — that she arrogates to herself a nght to the throne, 
alleging that thus it hath been decreed she should reign until the 
son of the late banished Sultan shall appear, who is the appointed 
one to share the sovereignty? Canst thou be such a stranger in 
the country as to be ignorant of the prediction of the projihet and 
the astrologers? and how she has led her subjects into gne^ous 
error, to the effect that the Prince Jalaladdeen w ould appear in a 
wonderful manner m the countiy' on tl e longest day of tlie jear, 
and fall upon his enemies with the strength of a lion and the sw ift- 
ness of an eagle ? ” 

Upon this Jalaladdeen cned out aloud, “The people ha\cnot 
been led into error, nor have they been deceived, they have heard 
the truth Behold, I am Jalaladdeen, and if ye do not all, to 
a man, cease from your hostilities, ye shall be made to feel the 
strength of the lion and the swiftness of the eagla” 

But the leader of the party said, “Whatl hast thou suffered thy- 
self to be deceived, and to be made an advocate of the imposition? 
Now our arms must decide iL” 

At these words they pressed upon him and drew noir, when 
Jalaladdeen waelded his lance with the swiftness of lightning, and 
with extraordinary strength and courage beat them off, one 'after 
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the other Hi3 »teed gave a jojotia neigh, and bounded forward 
among the trowd whfle the troops of Gnlnaachare followed after 
him feeing his periloiu pontioa. 

When the enemy saw their leader weltering In his blood, and 
the coniagetras youth heading their antagonists, they fled m dis- 
order tome even threw their arms from them, and surrendered at 
discrehocu 

Jalaladdeen and his troops punned the fugitives but to fleet 
wu his steed, that he foimd himself alone m the midst of the fly 
ing, while his bond had not yet come up. As toon as the enemy 
perceived this, they terrounded him and enclosed him In a large 
arde. In this emergency the twiftoess of the eagle and the 
strength of the hon proved necessary to him and his steed, as 
thou^ endued with reason tnroed itself about contmoally ihoot 
ing quick glances like lightning from its eyeballs, so that Jolalad- 
deca could percove every man In the arde who stood near hiim 
In this manner he struck them to the ground, or shot them through 
before they had detenmned upon their method of attack, or could 
see through his maiKEUvres. But, to his astonishment, he found 
that he had a fresh arro w m his hand after every ihot from hm bow 
In a short tnn^ there was a large code of killed and wounded 
round him. At length his own anny amved and the enemy 
ogam took to flight Jalaladdeen pursued after them again to a 
narrow pass, whence there was no escape. Here they threw them- 
sdves upon their faces, and humbly sought for mercy Jalalad- 
deen then proceeded to the capital of the country followed by hii 
wamoiB, and accompanied by a tram of many thousand pmonen 
ind captured foes. 

The news of his appearance upon the hlD and the account of 
the victory which he had subseqacntly gamed, had already reached 
the aty and the dden poured out to the gate to meet him. The 
prophets and astrologers also flocked together to welcome him os 
the appointed Sultan, and to escort hnn to the royal palace. The 
s treet s through which they passed were magnificently decorated, 
and the Joy of the populace was such as greets an anaent and once 
loved lord on his entry bto his capital. 
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In the palace yard the upper officers of the household, the 
servants of the Court, and the slaves, were drawn up to welcome 
him with becoming respect Here he dismounted from his horse, 
passed up the steps, and proceeded through the colonnades and 
antechambers which led to the throne-room, where Gulnascharc 
was seated, surrounded by a splendid retinue 

The royal maiden rose from her throne at his entrance , but how 
amazed and confused w'as Jalaladdeen 1 Slic was not altogether 
unknown to him , for he now saw before him in reality the >oung 
maid who had been so often present to him in his dreams, out of 
which he had been so repeatedly roused by the old w oman bc- 
labounng him with her crutch She gazed upon him with an 
affectionate smile , and as he drew near, she descended tlic stcjis 
of her throne extended to him the golden sceptre, and touched 
him with the point of it 

“Hast thou the wonder-stone from Mount Massis?” said she 
Jalaladdeen was too confused to reply to her, but the gem sus- 
pended from his neck assured her as to Ins identity 

“That IS It,” said she, in continuation “The possession of 
that stone proves thee destined to become my husband, and to 
reign over the vast empire of the Moguls, from which thou, with 
thy father, wast banished in thine early days ” 

She then took him by the hand, led him up the steps, and seated 
him upon the throne, bent before him, and delivered the sceptre 
into his hand 

“Behold,” said she to the surrounding multitude, “behold }our 
nghtful sovereign 1 It was wntten in the book of fate that Janghiz 
his father should, in consequence of his covetousness, be dnien 
mto exile by my father Khamar, then that the innocent son, after 
many severe proofs and labours imposed by the King of Spirits, if 
deemed worthy, should share the throne wath me ” ^ 

“He has been tried, and is found worthy!” exclaimed all the 
prophets and astrologers 

“ Hail to him I hail, Sultan 1” immediately burst from the lips of 
aU present m the palace, and the mulUtudes in the streets and 
approaches reiterated the shouts 
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Then Jalaladdecn, adrancuig from the throne, addre*sed the 
tiutmg 

“ Heartily do I thank Allah and the Prophet that my 6ite hai 
taken to ipondrout and happy a turn , but, above all, I pnie my 
good fortune in becoming the htubond of tlu* amiable PTmccjs." 

Jalaladdecn that concluded his address , and Gninatchare said 
to him^ 

‘ Didst thou so often wish for me when I, in the guise of an old 
TToman, roused thee night after nl^t from thy peac^ol ihimberi 
and happy dreams with my cratch?" 

“Howl” exclaimed Jttlaladdeen watt thou that tudeous old 
woman? impossible I " 

“ Passing strange, perchance, it may seem , but nevertheless It 
IS so all thmgs are possible to the King of Spirits, which mortal 
mmd can barely comprehend.” 

The marriage ceremony was now ordered to take place and 
one fesaWty followed another, bappmess, and joy and peace, 
reigned togrtber 

JnliUddeen ruled for many years over the kingdom of the 
Moguls, and enlarged it by many p f osp ero u t conquests, he bronght 
It to a state of peace and tranquillity which it had never experi- 
enced m former years, and which, after tus death, it did not long 
enjoy 





— ♦ — 

CHAPTER I 

THE LOST SON 

ORE than a thousand years ago, there lived in the famous 
city of Bagdad a man called Naima, who, although he was 
now grey with age, had still the lusty strength of earlier 
days The opening of his life was devoted to trade , and m pursuit 
of l^ he made many journeys, by which he not only gained great 
intelkctual treasures and experiences, but also acquired property, 
w 1C afforded him, not certainly the means for extravagant expen- 
itoe,but still sufficient to hve in comfort He had the good sense 
an wi' om to be satisfied with such moderate possessions, and to 
enjoy them in peacefiil quiet— labourmg meanwhile for the improve- 
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mcnt of his onljr ion Many of his acqaointancc, howcrtr lotighl 
to amass greater wealth, forgetuog as « wouW seem, that by such 
constant efforts, life itself after Its merWian would be bat lost 
sothoat lomc new and higher cnJo)‘nicnL The aty of Mossul was 
his home in early days bat he quitted h, and took ap hia abode 
m Bagdad partly owing to the lupgcstions of a fnend with wliom 
he had been on the most intimate and confidential terms from his 
yoaih— partly loo, for the take of the education of his *on as he 
expected that a residence m that aty would prodace worthy and 
lasting impressions on the mind of the young man. 

Bagdad ms, at this time, under the rule of the famed Caliph 
Harotin ol Kaschid and was the resort of itrangers from all parts 
of theglobe where onitisand lagcsof that country mingled among 
those of the neighbouring lands. Nor had Naima conceded a ram 
expeclatron. His son Haschem was a young man gifted with good 
natural abQiues, and endowed snth a pure unsulhexl heart He 
used crery opportoniiy which chance threw in his way to extemd 
ha knowledge colurate ha ound or to unpros'e his dispostton 
nor was he deficient in bodily exercises and warlike actompluh 
mcnlj , so that through good disapboe he became powerful m body 
and strong In mind. He was, therefore, os was ruioral enough not 
only the Joy and pnde of his Cilher but was lorcd and esteemed 
by all who knew him, and was often pointed out b) the eWen to 
others of ha own age os on example worthy of imitation. As the 
father saw bii greatest treasure in the person of his only son so he 
with all the ferronr of a well-directed mind dung lo his (jilicr 

Some years passed orcr them tn this mutual love heightened 
still more by the companionship of their fnend Saad and their 
happiness was full and aomterrupted. It chanced one day that 
Nalma and Saad were taking their accustomed walk m the pnnccly 
gardens adjoining the at) in front of the gale. The heat of the 
summer 1 day bad been dunlnuhcd by a gentle rain and the two 
strolled on in happy conversation, and extended their walk bej-ond 
its ordinary length. The last gardens were already left behind 
them, and they wandered on over green meadow land, behind a 
little wood, at the entrance of which stood high palms, whose 
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shadows invited to repose A fresh spring gushed from a neigh* 
boimng rock, and meandered sparkling among the verdant herbage 
and vanegated flowers 

The two friends lay down m the shade, and conversed on the 
dangers to which the most virtuous men are sub]ect, and how 
easily one may, through passion, be led mto a false step, if he allow 
himself to confide m his own firmness of purpose. 

“ I have known men,” continued Saad, who, although among 
the best and noblest whom I have ever known m the course of my 
life, were led unawares, by too great self-confidence, to an action 
which they might easily have avoided by a httle caution, but which 
has been the begmnmg of a long cham of transgressions and vices, 
endmg m their complete rum ” 

Naima mamtained that a heart accustomed from early youth to 
vurtue would, on the contrary, not be easily led to comnut a serious 
fault , and even if it should happen so, that it would readily find 
Its way back from a shght error to the nght road. 

They talked still longer on these subjects, each endeavouring to 
confirm his assertions by examples Haschem, stretched beside 
them, listened with attention to their mstructive conversation , but 
suddenly he sprang to his feet, and ran quickly up the woody hill, 
at the foot of which they were reposing Saad and his father 
looked after hun with astonishment, as they could not comprehend 
what had occasioned his sudden departure. Then they saw that a 
little bird, as white as snow, was flying before him, which he was 
trying to catch He was soon lost to their view among the bushes, 
they cned to him, and begged him to come back — but m vain 
They waited for a quarter of an hour, and still Haschem did not 
return Uneasy as to what had become of him, they advanced m 
the direction in which he had disappeared, but they could discover 
nothing They called his name the wood echoed it At last the 
sun set , then said Saad, 

“ Let us return home your son is a robust and strong young 
man , he will easily find his way back into the city Perhaps he 
has gone home some other way ” 

After long opposition, tlie father was at last persuaded to return 
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wrthoct hii 5on , bat he was still full of anxiety, which noaipiments 
could overcome. ^Vhen they oirived at the aty, hu fnend accom- 
panied him to hij house, l^ey entered hastily, and inquired for 
Haschem , but he had not retnmed. Saad s hopes were of no more 
avail , Naima would no longer listen to him, but wcepmg, threa 
himself on his conch. Saad rebuked him for this weakness, and 
represented to him that it might easily have happened that the 
young roan had lost his way m the pnrsmt of the bird, and could 
not recover the track. 

“ He has certainly fotmd a shelter where he will remain till morn- 
ing'* continued he , ‘be will return here early to-morrow and wil’ 
laugh heartily at your unmanly spirit and desponding grieC’ 

When Saad was gone Naima gave free scope to his feelmgs. He 
wept aloud, tore his beard, and threw himself npon the ground, like 
a rrudman. The servants and slaves of the house stood around m 
motionless astomshment, as they were not accustomed to sec thar 
master exhibiting such passionate emotion , othen sought to con- 
sole hun, but fhntlessly , so they cned and bewailed with him for 
his dear son, who was beloved them all After a sleepless night, 
the afflicted lather was not at all quieted He wished early m the 
morning to send messengers in nil directions , but Saad, who had 
come to hear if the lost one hod returned home, explamed to him 
how foolish this step would be. 

“ Ronanber," said he, ' that your Haschem has most probably 
found a night’s lodgmg, and slept better than you If he had set 
out on his way at daybreak, he conld not be here now , and if you 
send these messengers after him, be may perhaps come home by a 
shorter path, while they will be searching for him m vam. Wdt, 
at least, till noon." 

y.d/ied’. ^ appesmAed At* to bie ready li. 

noon, and m the meanwhile walked through the gardens and in 
the country round about the aty where they had been on the pre- 
ceding day His finend accompanied hun, although he pomted 
out that Haschem might, in the interval, have reached home while 
they were walking, and that ho was thus perhaps giving himself 
more gnef than was necessary 
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“I have giv'cn up to you in the rest,” replied Naimaj let me 
at least in this instance have my own wnll, that I may ^\alk htre 
They went together to the fountain in the rock near the palms , 
they climbed the neighbouring heights , they called the name of 
the lost one in all directions, but no sound uas heard in reply 
At noon they went home, and asked all they met if they had not 
seen a young man, whom they accurately described Nobod j 
could give them any information about him Naima nou sent 
out his messengers in all directions , to each he promised a rich 
reward, but tenfold to that one i\ho should lead the lost one back 
to his arms They set out joyfully, cacli one hoping to gam the 
tenfold sum, and they all intended to return home in the cicning, 
but these hopes were disappointed Naima with earnest desire 
expected them m the evening , none came At last a fe\s returned 
on the third day They had gone a day’s journey in the appointed 
direction, had sought everywhere, had described the wanderer to 
all they had met, but none had seen him. The rest of the mes- 
sengers also returned, one by one, and none had disco\crcd the 
least trace of him The hopes of the sorrow ing father had almost 
disappeared only one of the dispatched messengers was not jet 
come back Although it was probable that this one might remain 
away without success, he still clung to the liopc that he at least 
might discover a trace of his son, who had disappeared in so un- 
accountable a manner But w'hen this last messenger returned on 
the tenth day, and reported that all his researches had been w ithout 
success, the parent’s grief knew no bounds His fnend Saad stood 
by him comforting him, and inquired, together with all his friends, 
whether no tidings could be learned of Haschem He could not 
have been killed, for then his corpse w^ould have been found , he 
had no cause to conceal himself, he could not have been attacked 
by enemies, as he had none might he, in the pursuit of the bird, 
have been led to the brink of the stream, and have thrown himself 
in, and been earned away by the waves ? Scarcely did the possi- 
bihty of this idea anse, when two messengers were dispatched to 
each side of the nver to make fresh search, from its junction with 
the Euphrates above Balsora to the spot where it flows into the 



THE STORY OF HASCHEM 


45 


Arabian Sea, to ucertam if the corpse of Hatdiein had been washed 
ashore. Bat these messengers also returned to the anxious father, 
and had not found what they sought Now the lather and hu 
friend gave up Haschem for lost, Naima s manly spirit was broken 
gnef for his lost son shortened bts life, he soon became old all 
joy had by this time 6ed from his mind and his sorrow was only 
a little alienated when his faithful friend Soad sat by bun in the 
cvenmg, talked with him of his son, relating the vutoes by which 
he had been distinguished, and told him bow it had been his dar 
ling wish that this excellent young man should many bu daughter 
Zoraina 


CHAPTER IL 

THE SYMPATHIZINO RULER. 

I N ft few days the Caliph Haroon ol Kasebsd went, os be was 
accustomed, m di^mse, with hu Gmnd Viner Gu£ar, and 
l^letrour hu Chamberlain, through the streets of Bagdad, to see with 
hu own ^es and to hear with hfa own ears how justice and order 
were maintaraed by hu serranta, and whether bu people were 
happy and prosperous. He bad, as usual, chosen the last hour 
of the cvemng for this walk, becaiue he thought that at thu time 
he could look deeper into men s Joys and pleasures, os they had 
then ended their ^ly toDs, and were seeking comfort and repose 
in the bosom of theu" family In hu p r ogr e ss he came to a street 
dutinguished by peculiar silence and quicL As he approached a 
bouse, before the door of which two men were standing whispering, 
Haroun al Raschid addressed them with these words 

^Vhy do you whisper, as if you were concerting a crime ? u not 
thu street lonely enough, that you cannot hold your discourse 
aloud ? Can yon tell me why this street u so quiet, as though 
-wery inhabitant were dead ? " 

‘ I can easily teH you, my lord • answered one of the whUperers: 
"here in the next house, lives the unfortunate Nauna, and, as 
usual at thu hour his friend Sood sits with him to console him. 
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Now, all the inhabitants of this street respect this man, and wash 
not to remind him, by any outburst of joy, that happier men than 
himself live in his neighbourhood.” ^ 

Before the Caliph could answer him, he turned ai\ay and ^\cnt 
mto the house, and the other followed him 

“ Have you ever heard of this unfortunate Naima before?” asked 
Haroun al Raschid of his Grand Vi7ier, and as he answered in 
the negative, he said, “ Let us rap at the door of the next liouse, 
where this Naima dwells , perhaps we may discover the cause of 
his sorrow.” 

They drew near, and saw the light from the inner court shining 
through a crevice The Caliph placed his eye at this crev ice, and 
after he had watched for some time, he beckoned his followers to 
him, and said, “ Two grey-headed men are sitting m this court by 
a lamp, and one seems to be comforting the other , but this latter 
continues to weep more bitterly Both seem of the same rank, 
and I am desirous to know what sorrow oppresses the unfortunate 
Naima. Order him to appear at my palace early to-morrow mom- 
mg , perhaps it may be in my power to lighten his calamit) ” 

The next day the Grand Vizier executed his commission Naima 
was fnghtened when his presence w^as required at the palace He 
was led into the great hall where the divan usually assembled; but 
he was quite alone there when the servants had left him He 
reviewed the whole of his past life, to sec if he had sinned in any 
way so as to bnng on him the displeasure of the righteous Caliph , 
for he knew that Haroun al Raschid often, in a mysterious manner, 
discovered the faults of his subjects, and punished them accord- 
ingly But he could not call to mind any deed of which he felt 
ashamed, nor any that deserved punishment VHiilst he was thus 
meditatmg, a curtain was drawn back, and the Caliph entered, fol- 
lowed by his Vizier and his Chamberlain Naima rose from the 
ground, and bowed with his head even to tlie carpet on which the 
Cahph stood 

Naima, said the Caliph, “a heavy weight of gnef oppress you , 
^d by the anxiety which your neighbours manifest to show respect 
for the sorrows of your soul, I must consider you as a man of great 
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worth. I wi*h to know the cause of your despondency will you 
confess it before these two witnesses, or would you rather confide 
to me alone the reason of your tears?" 

“ Ruler of the Faithful," answered Nonna, “ sorrow is great and 
deep m my soul but suU the cause of it is unworthy to dutract 
for a moment the ■Hifthnn of the Cahph from the cares of his 
kmgdom." 

But Haroun al Rasdiid answered, “That which fills the heart of 
the meanest of my subj ects with inch grief that it coniranes his life 
IS not unworthy of my care. \VheQ I am careful for my whole 
kingdom, this care extends to each individual , li^ then, I am careful 
for one, thu one is a member of the whole, and thus my care is not 
lost But speak what is the cause of your sorrow and your tears ? 

Then Naima recounted the mysterious disappearance of hii son 
how he h tid sought for him everywhere, and how all trouble had 
been useless, so that all his messengen had retnrned home without 
the least trace of htm, " I must therefore weep for him as one 
that u dead — thus he ended his relation , “ and tears, perhaps, 
might appease my sorrow, if at the same time a ray of hope did 
not dart through my heart that posnblyhe is sliD aliw, but where 
does he live, if mdeed he be still alive? This my of hope keeps 
the wound m the Cither's heart always open." 

“ You have real cause for grief answered the Cahph, “ and I 
comprehend that the uncertaraty of your sons fate must be as 
terrible to bear as would be the mournful certamty of his death. 
You did wrong In not applymg to me before my power extends 
not only over bchevcri, but also In forogn lands. Other kings 
and rulcii I have as my servants, whose eyes see for me, whose 
ears hear for me, and whose hands perform what is necessary for 
my pleasure. That w’hidi was not possible to yourself your friends, 
and your servants to accomphsh, might perhaps have been easy 
to me. Now go home, and believe that you shall obtain news of 
your son if he Uves on the earth, m any land where my power can 
reach." 

With these words be dismissed him after he had first bqmrcd 
the marks by which his lost son might be recognized. 
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When Naima again sat with his friend Saad m the c\ cning, he 
related to him the gracious and comforting words of the Caliph 
Saad perceived that hope was again revived m his friend’s heart, 
and that he confidently trusted to find his son He thought it 
therefore his duty to damp this hope, and said, 

“Beloved fnend, I have once heard a speech, nhich b> its Inilh 
sank deeply in my memory it is, ‘ Trust not in princes , they arc 
but men ’ The moral of which is, that the mightiest on earth arc 
subject to fate If the Caliph have innucnce in distant lands, it 
must be in a confined and narrow limit That which is but a span 
distant is under the control of all-governing fate, even from the 
meanest slave to the Ruler of the Faithful ” 

But if the poiver of Haroun al Rascliid were bounded b> the 
immensity of fate, yet he did all he could to fulfil the liopc he had 
raised in Nairaa’s heart He gave a commission to all his sen ants 
in his kingdom, high and low, and to his ambassadors m the 
neighbouring kingdoms, and even sent into distant lands, with the 
pnnees of which he w-as friendly, and on the same day dispatched 
messengers wath the charge to search for Haschem with all dili- 
gence, and gave tliem a description hoiv they might recognize him 
if they found him But week after week passed away, month after 
month, and even a whole year elapsed, without intelligence being 
received either of the life or death of the lost one So all hope 
of finding him now deserted the father for ever 


CHAPTER III. 

THE CAPTIVE. 

H aschem was not dead , he still lived, but in such retire- 
ment that it was impossible to discover his abode He 
followed the snow-white bird till evening, without clearly knowang 
why he was induced to thmk he could catch the curious creature, 
particularly as it flew at such a moderate height from the ground, 
and so slowly that he hoped quickly to reach it, The tardiness of 
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hs flight made him conjcctnre that it mart have a defect in iti 
wing he often stretched ont hia hand to it, and drew near it, bnt 
the bird again raised its wings, and flew a httle in advance Has- 
ebem now felt himself tired, and would have given up the pursmt, 
but the bird also seemed fatigued he approached it, bat again the 
bird flew a httle ferther off In this chase he reached a hill, which 
be climbed , he was now m a narrow meadow valle7 which he ran 
along twilight came, but the mow white colour of the bird stfll 
lighted him on. At last the punned bird perched m a thicket he 
hastened to it, bat when he dosed his hand to take his prisoner it 
flew away leaving only one feather of its tail behind, which he had 
tightly grasped still he saw it throagh the twilight flying before 
him, and he hastened after it The bud seemed now to quicken 
hs pace and os he followed and bad once nearly caught it, be 
oonUnued the pursuit with more eageraeai he ran through the 
high grass, and with his strained fight fixed on this ghmmenng 
w^te object, he saw nothing else. Thos he came unexpectedly 
to a httle dam which lay totia his path be jumped in and tned 
to chmb the other side, but it was so steep that be fell m with 
some of the crumbling earth while the water rushed over Jus head 
he lost all coosaoumess. When be came to himsclli he lay on 
the turf and a tall, grey headed mAn, of strange appearance, stood 
before him, clothed in a long black robe, i^ch reached to hii 
ankles, and was fiiisteiied by a ghttcrmg girdle of a fiery colocr 
Instead of a turban, he wore a high pomted cap on his head, at 
the end of which was e tassel of the same hue u the ginfle. 

“ Has your life returned to you ? he asked “you de se rved to 
be BuflTocated m the mud. Come, we must go ia^er befi^re day 
light qmte leaves us.® 

With these words be raised him from the ground, passed his left 
arm round his body, and flew with him through the air as qmddy 
as an arrow Haschem agam momentarily lost recollection it is 
not known how long he remained m this condition. He awoke at 
last as from a deep sleep and as he looked around, the first thmg 
he recognized was a cage of gold wire, which hung from the rwimg 
by a bug golden chai n, and within was the snow white bird ho 
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had so long followed He found himself alone with this bird m 
a hall, the roof of which was supported on pillars of white marble, 
and the walls were built of smooth pale-green stones The open- 
mgs to the wiiidows were skilfully contnvcd with so many wind- 
mgs and narrow gratings, that even the white bird could have 
found no space to pass through, even if it had escaped from the 
cage Beside one wall stood a crystal um , and from this fell a 
stream of clear water, which, passing over the curved bnm of the 
um, dripped mto a white basin beneath, from which it disappeared 
unseen 

Whilst he observed this, and wondered what had happened to 
him, and how he came there, he suddenly heard the old man in 
the black robe enter from behind a curtain He earned a small 
golden box m his hand, and approached him ivith these words 

“You have now caught the white bird, you now have it in a 
cage m this box is food for it, and there is water , take diligent 
care of it, and mind that it does not escape.” 

As he said this he disappeared Haschem now arose and walked 
round the hall he looked through the windows, and ascertained 
that he must be m a foreign land, as the forms of the mountains 
and trees were quite different to any he had before seen. The 
hall seemed high, as if it were the upper storey of a lofty tower 
No other edifice was to be seen, and from the windows he could 
not distmgmsh the trees and plants which bloomed beneath. He 
drew the curtam aside, and discovered an outlet, but there was a 
thick metal door which he could not open He was now very 
much embarrassed, for he began to feel hungry, and could find 
nothmg that would serve him for food He examined the walls, 
to see if he could discover any concealed outlet. He tned to open 
the windows, that he might put his head out to see if there was 
anybody in the buildmg beneath, to whom he might ciy out There 
was no door he could not open the windows , and as far as he 
could stretch his sight m every direcUon, he could see nobody 
He threw himself m despair on the pillow on which he recovered 
his consciousness, and wrung his hands, and wept, and cned, 

‘I am, then^ imprisoned — ^imprisoned m a dungeon where splen- 
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door and riches are lavished aroond I Of what avail u It that these 
walls are built of preoous stones ? that this lattice is of fine gold? 
that this cage 11 of gold, and hongs on a golden chnfn ? 1 am as 
much a pnsoner behind golden lattices as I should be behind 
iron.” 

As hunger pmched him still more, he cned ont, ‘ How much 
rather would I be m the vilest pnson, with the coarsest food, than 
be confined m this splendid hall, where I must die of hunger 1 " 

Then he ogam called out of the lattices, m hope:^ that bis voice 
might be heard, and aid brought but nobody appeared, and no 
one answered him. ^Vhen he agnm threw hnnseli^ weepmg, on ha 
couch, after such useless attempts, be observed that the white bird 
fluttered restlessly m its prison and peeled on the golden dish, 
where food was placed, without finding any 

"Poor brother m niaforttmel”*aid Haschem, "you shall not 
suffer want , I will take care of you come, I will bring yon assist 
ance." 

He took the pnivi from the cag^ and filled one with water from 
the am, the otbW with gram from the gold box which the old man 
had ^ven hun. Scarcely had he hung the last on the cage, when 
cm tammg round, he saw a table behind him covered with costly 
viands. He was astonished, and could not undentand how all 
this had happened, but still it was not long befote be attacked 
the meats w^ the rest of a young man who has fasted for several 
days Although these mnds were altogether different from thou 
he been acen gtomwi to taste in his Other's house, still they 
all appeared cxcellenL He ate till he was fully satisfied and then 
took a golden cup from the table, wUh which he quenched his 
thirst with pure water from the um. Afterwards he threw himseU 
on a couch and fell asleep. 

When be awoke, he felt strong and welL He arose and walked 
round the hall and he then obsenred that the table with the meats 
had disappeared. This did not please him, as he had thought to 
make a good supper of the remainder He did not allow this, 
however to tronblo hnn much, as he was now sure that be was 
not to die of hanger He had now leisure enough to exam me his 
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prison more closely He searched all anev pillarn, v .ill", and floor, 
but he could nowhere find a crc\irc or i fissurt. ill w i*. (.ist and 
ivhole His MOW' from liic windows did not allow him to mil'c 
any discovery he only saw that he was \tr) fir from the tirih, 
and in a spacious lalle) Mountains were to be seen m the lUs 
tance, with curiously pointed suinniiLs the nfrt t oTtred no 
change of prospect, and the fnrthcst wis too dr tint to ruse hi. 
spints by Us contcmphlion U was a Itieh, ucin-.O’ne ihod'- As 
soon as he had completed this cvamiintion, ind found tht,rc v as 
nothing to occupy him, he turned his attention to the i lute bird 
in the cage Here was still life , and if the cage v as narrow, jet 
the pnsoner could hop about on the different perches Soon U 
remained still, and looked at him with us hnglit e^cs, and it 
seemed as if sense and speech lay m these e>e5, onl> the inter- 
pretation was wanting Night put an end to these ren.,ruons 
On the next morning he observed lint the bird again wanted 
food He filled Us seed-box with grain from the golden box, and 
gave It fresh water from the urn. Seared} had he done this, 
when the table, covered with meats, again stoo 1 m the same ph^c 
as the day before This day passed like the former, and the fol- 
lowing in the same manner Haschem wept and mourned, took 
care of the little bird, fed it, and was c\cr}' time rewarded in the 
same manner with the table coicrcd with dishes, as soon as he 
had filled the bird's seed-box. He could not perccue who brought 
the table, nor how it disappeared It .always came when he stood 
beside tlie cage with his back turned, and without an) noise 
On the ninth day the old man suddenly appeared to him, and 
said, "To-day is a day of repose for }ou )ou ha\e performed 
your duty dunng the preceding da}s in gumg the bird Us food, 
now you may amuse yourself in the g.arden till evening " 

He led him through a door into a narrow passage, at the end 
of which they descended twenty steps Then he opened a small 
metal trap-door, and Haschem again descended twenty steps more 
They came to a similar door, and after descending twenty more 
steps to another, and so on, till after passing the ninth door, they 
found themselves m the open air. 
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Rqpgjn here till ycm are called," said the old man who went 
barV into the bnildmg throogh the same doors, which he shut after 
him. 

HaidiGn was vtay cnnoai to examine mote closely the bmlding 
m which he had bera imprisoned he therefore went round it, and 
narrowly obscrrcd it It was a tower of nme storeys, each about 
fifteen feet m height The tower had nme angles and nine flat 
walls , m each storey were three windows, so c o n tri ved that for 
crery two walls without a wmdow, the thud had one. These 
wmdowB were not dnecdy over one another m the storeys, but 
alternate , so that only three appeared in each wall This distribu* 
bon of r^ulanty and order reigned throughout the whole buildmg. 
The wolli were made of large pieces of gold, qmte as smooth as 
glass, lihe large stones , and these were so sblfully pnt together 
tlait, even when dosely looked at, the joints could not be dis- 
covered. The lattices of the windows were all of gold, like those 
m die upper hall, and the lower doors through which he had passed 
were of a yellow metal, inclining to green. 

AH these considerations were not calculated to lessen his con* 
nttion that no man could possibly find him out in such a prison. 
Suddenly a new hope awoke m him. 

‘ I am no longer shut up m the tower," said he to hnnself, 
" here I am m the open air In a garden I can clamber and Jump 
like a monkey I may possibly find some outlet from this garden, 
by which I can escape." 

He immediately turned from the to wer, and hastened through 
the gardens, seelMg fireedora but he soon discovered that this 
hope was vam. With a few steps be reached the end of the garden, 
and stood before a gate of lattice work of strong smooth non bars, 
so close together that be could scarcely pass his arm through. He 
tiled to chmb it by holding by the upper bars with his hands , but 
his feet ibpped on the smooth iron, and he hurt his knee so much 
that, in consequence of not being able to bear the pain, he fell 
backwards on the earth. He now cxsmmed the lattice closely to 
see if there were no means of escape , but all was in vain — every 
where the bars were high, thick, and like polished glass. Mourn* 
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fully he ^\unclcred lound die gaulcn the sun’s rajs darting down 
scorched up the grass, and he sought some shade rvhcrc lie might 
screen himself from their influence He lay down on a neighbour- 
ing mossy bank, and meditated anew on his fate Besides his o\\ n 
gnef at his impnsonment, the thought of his father’s sorrow at his 
loss pained him The exhaustion consequent on his tears and 
loud lamentations, joined with the noontide heat, at last caused 
him to fall into a deep sleep When he awoke, the table covered 
with meats was again before him he ate, and wandered anew 
mournfully through the garden, meditating whether he could not 
make a ladder from the trees around him, to aid him in liis escape 
over the lattice But there w’as something wanting for this work : 
he had not even a dagger or a pocket-knife During these thoughts 
the old man appeared, and said, 

“ Evenmg is drawing on. Follow me in ” 

He led him again to the upper room of the tower, and locked 
the metal door upon him 

There was no change observ'able m his prison — only the bird 
seemed harassed and mournful it sat quiet and still on the low est 
perch , Its plumage was rough, and its eyes dull 

“ Poor creature,” said Haschera, “ what is the matter? Are you 
ill?” 

It seemed as if the bird was affected by these sympathizing 
questions, but it soon sank agam mto its former dejection He 
mused long upon this 

The next day and the foUownng ones passed like the former , 
but on the nmth the old man again appeared, led him mto the 
garden, and at night conducted him back mto the hall He took 
care of the bird , and as soon as he had given it food and water, 
he always found the table covered with meats behind him In the 
intervals he stood at the lattice of one of the three wnndow's look- 
ing on the plain below, earnestly hoping to catch sight of some 
person to free him from his captivity 

In such monotonous employment many months passed away. 
Every nmth day the old man appeared, and gave him leave to 
walk m the garden , but he did not derive much amusement from 
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his strolls in this narrow enclosure. In the mean tim e he asked the 
bid man many tnnes the reason of his nnpnsonment, and how long 
It was to last No answer was vouchsafed bat these words 
" Every man has his own fate. This is Ihme." 


CHAPTER rV 

THE DELIVERANCE. 

O NE day the old man appeared and led him mto the garden 
bat be bad not been there more than a quarter of an hour, 
when be returned, called him m, and then quickly retired with 
roadcB of dtsqmetnde. Haschem also remarked that the white bird, 
which he lov^ more everyday sat at the bottom of its cage, mor« 
mournful than usual after his visit He drew near, and observeik 
a httle door which he had never before seen. He crammed if 
closely and foend a hoe bolt which passed mto a nng of gold wire 
These were made eo skilfully Eke concealed ornaments, that no* 
body could have discovered them if his attention bad not been 
drawn to them by acodeut Hnichem pushed buck the bolt and 
opened the doer the bird moved as if some sudden Joy had Bczcd 
It, hopped out, and as soon as it touched the floor it was trans* 
formed, and m its stead a young maiden stood before Haschem, 
clothed m a white sDk robe beautiful dark locks streamed over 
her neck and shoulders, and a thm fragrant veil fell over them 
festened to a forehead-band set with preaous stones , her finely 
formed countenance was as white as ivory relieved by the softest 
shade of a rose. 

Surprised and astonished, Haschetn started back and said, “By 
the beard of the Prophet, I conjure you to tell me whether you are 
of human race, or whether you belong to the genu ? ’* 

“ I am a weak maiden, saidBhc,“and implore you todclrverme 
from the h a n ds of this cruel magioan I will reward you hand- 
somely for It Know, I am the only daughter of Kadga Shga, 
King of Selandla and this wicked enchanter has cunningly carried 
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me off from my father’s palace, aoci shut me up in tins c^age He 
has one son, as ugly as mght, whom he wishes me to take for my 
husband Every ninth day he comes, brings him with him, and 
praises Ins excellent qualities — presses me for my consent, and 
threatens me with cruel tortures if I give it not at the next new 
moon On that day he will have kept me a year in imprisonment, 
and longer than a year he says he will not wait, and still give good 
words then wall the time of my punishment begin I conjure 
you, therefore, to help me 1” 

At these w'ords she burst into a flood of tears 
“Noble royal maiden,” answered Haschem, “how willingly 
would I help you ! but, alas, I am only a weak man, and cannot 
free myself But tell me — how' is it possible? You say the en- 
chanter bnngs his hateful son with him . why, then, have I ncier 
seen him ? ” 

“He always sends you aw’ay when he conies,” answered the 
Pnneess 

“Well,” pursued Haschem, “the son could not conceal himself 
from me on the steps, or in the narrow passage ” 

“Well, well," she answ'ered, “he carries him in his pocket” 
Then Haschem cned out in his astonishment, “ In his pocket ! 
How can that be ? ” 

The Pnneess related to him that the young man was everj'^ time 
a white bird, like herself, that the enchanter put him into the cage 
with her, and that she felt such a dislike to him that she alw ays 
fluttered about the cage to avoid getting near him , but that he, 
with his contrary fnendly feelmg, would follow her and settle con- 
fidingly near her. 

“Oh,” she continued, “you must have remarked how' tired and 
mournful I always was when you returned on the ninth day ” 
Haschem, astonished at this explanation, assured lier of his 
willingness to help her, but bewailed his helplessness But the 
Pnneess would not give up hopes of their safety 

“ It seems to me,” said she, “ a good omen that the enchanter 
has to-day received a message which caused him to leave so early 
ond m such haste that he did not securely close the cage, and that 



THE STORY OP HASCHEM 


57 


you returned ao early today from the garden. This day is my birth- 
day the only day that I can be dehrered from the magiaan t power 
On any other day I should still have remained a dumb bird if you 
had freed me from my cage only on this day has my tonching the 
floor res to red me to my natural form the enchantment hes m the 
cage. 

HflitfhiTn then teixed the cage, and said " If it be so we wiH 
break the enchantment." He threw the cage to the ground stamped 
on It with ha feet tin it was qmte flat and its shape no longer dis- 
tmgmshable, then he rolled it together, and threw it mto a comet 
of the haTb 

At this moment a frightful noue resounded through the sir like 
violent thunder a gale of wmd seemed to shake the haD, and rod 
daily die doors opened, the curtains wae drawn aside, and the 
magician stood, before them with a countenance full of anger 

" Ah I" cried he, weak worms, what have you presumed to do ? 
How did you learn to break my chann m this manner ? \Vho bid 
you destroy the cage ? ® 

Haschem, temfled could answer nothing. Then the enchanter 
turned to the uaiden, and cned. 

And you, you tiiougbt this miserable worm could defend you 
against my power I will show you how useless it is to oppose me." 

He felt m the pocket of his black robe, and pulled out a thin 
box. Hus he opened, and a white bird flew out and perched on 
the table. Then he took a small box fixim his girdle and opened 
it It was filled with grams of millet From these he took one, laid 
it before the bird, who had scarcely eaten it before such a distor 
ted man stood m its place, that both Haschem and the Prmcess 
screamed aloud. His head was large and thick, his eyes red and 
dark, his nose small and pressed qmte his bps thici and blmsh 
red, his chm broad and projectmg, and on his head grew a few stiff 
white haiTB a hump grew out of his breast, and a mmitar one fi^i 
his back, snd his shoulders were qmte drawn up fais head was so 
jammed between them that hii con could not be seen. His head 
and uppa put of his body were to unshapely and his legs so 
weak and thm, that it was wondofol how they supported bfm j ho 
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tottered about incessantly, balancing himself first on one leg, then 
on the other 

“ Go in, my son,” said the enchanter to this misformed creature 
“ behold I there is your bnde She does not wish to wait till the 
liew moon, which I fixed upon for your betrothal • to-day she has 
eflfected her change by the help of this fnend Go, my son, give 
your bnde a kiss, and then thank this young man ” 

The deformed creature approached the Tnncess with a homble 
fiendish laugh She averted her face with disgust, and stretched 
out her arms, motioning him away. And now courage returned to 
Haschem Resolved to venture all, he stepped before the Pnncess, 
and gave the deformity such a blow that he reeled He instantly 
assumed the form of a temble dragon , but Haschem, drawmg a 
scimitar which he still wore, cut him down. He fell with such 
violence on the comer of the pedestal of one of the marble pillars 
that It was broken to pieces a stream of blood flowed from the 
wound, and, resummg his former shape, the monster gave a hollow 
groan. Now Haschem thought of the father’s rage and revenge, 
and gave up his life for lost But the enchanter stood quite 
confounded as he observed his son’s mortal wound *, then threw 
himself down beside him, and examined it, and wrung his hands, 
forgettmg his revenge m his sorrow. Haschem quickly seized the 
hand of the Pnncess, and led her through the door and down the 
steps All the doors were open, and they fortunately came into 
the garden Soon they stood before the lattice of the iron wicket, 
which was closed to them 

“ Of what use is our flight ? ” said Haschem , we are still m the 
power of the enchanter , and even if we were on the other side of 
the wicket, and concealed ourselves in the deepest cavern, he would 
discover us by his knowledge, and wreak his vengeance on us ” 

“ I am of a different opinion,” said the Pnncess “ I know there 
are thmgs of which men thmk little, but on which the supenor 
power of the magician depends It appears to me that if we could 
get out of this place, we should be safe ” 

They went farther, and came to a spot where many trees had 
been uprooted by a humcane One of these lay overturned, with 
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Its crown rating on the lattice and it* bonghs and brancha hang 
mg far over the other fide. At this sight the yoting man rejoiced 
he dnnbed quickly np the trank, pulled the Ftincess after him, and 
led her with great care and tenderness mto the crown of the tree. 
They then clambered over the spiked top of the wicket, and let 
themsclva down on the other side by the ovcrhangmg branches. 
They did not quite readi to the grotmd, but near enou^ for them 
to leap down when they let go thdr hand*, they fell softly to the 
earth- They quickly jumped up and proceeded as rapidly a* the 
itrength of the Prmcess and the unknown way would allow them 
through the thickets, underwood, and plains studded with pnckly 
plants, toward* the distant mountain*. 

Afta the two fbgitnra had contmned then flight for several sue 
cessive hoars wrthoat looking back on the scene of ther imprison 
ment, the Pnnceo fdt her strength exhauited, and could go no 
fiuther, she begged her companion to repose for a short tune. 
Hasch^ sought a place free from buihes, and dad with mos* and 
long grasL 'l^ey seated themselva there, and Haschem entreated 
her to relate her history She was sooq ready, and commenced 

“ My early hutory a very simple and muropoTtant I am called 
Hands, the only daughter of the Saltan of the island Sdandia. 
My mother was brought from beyond Arabia and Mount Cancasu* 
over the wide-*tretching sea, and was sold to him a* a slave. Soon 
attracted by her excetnve beauty and pleasing manneiB, he raised 
her to the dignity of his pnnapal wife. My earhat youth was 
spent m pleasmg sports under my mother’s eyes. She died before 
I had passed the age of chfldhood, a* the change from the mild 
climate of her land to the heat of my father’s shortmed her day*. 
After the loss of my mother which did not much affect me, as I 
was too young to feel it, I enjoyed many happy day*. My father 
loved me as his greatest treaiure, and was wise enough to confide 
me to a careful nurse. Every evening I pa*scd sevend hours with 
him, as toon a* he was released from the cara of govcniment, and 
one whole day In each week he devoted to conv er sation with me. 
We ftien went together m a light bark to a neighbouring promon- 
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tory, where he had a beauliful palace and gaidcns TI)C air there 
blew cooler and more refreshing, the trees and shnibs ncrc clothed 
with fresher green than in the shut up garden in the capital, and ne 
passed the whole day in the open air In the meantime I had out- 
grown childhood, and was beloved by a Prince, the son of a ncigh- 
bounng King, to whom I nas betrothed, and who was to succeed 
my father in his kingdom This Pnnee, whose name was Mundian 
Oppu, also often took part in these visits to the castle on the pro- 
montory 

“It happened one day, as we were sitting on a terrace by the 
sea, a foreign ship anchored just below us A foreigner caused 
himself to be landed in a little boat, and asked us permission to 
appear before us, as he had many costly wares to offer for sale I 
was desirous to see the stranger’s wares, and begged my father to 
grant the desired petition The man laid many costly tnnkets of 
gold and precious stones before us, and my father bought some, 
with which I was much pleased I remarked that the merchant 
watched me closely, but he did this with such evident pleasure 
that my vanity asenbed it to his opinion of my pleasing expression, 
and found no harm in it lATiilst he shewed his wares, lie let fall 
some words which intimated that he had left his most precious 
articles behind in the ship He had there many cunous birds, 
particularly a snow-white bird, which was the most beautiful of all 
creatures of this kmd He managed thus to raise my desires so 
much that I begged my father to allow me to go with the stranger 
to his ship to see these silken stuffs my father was weak enough 
to comply with this unreasonable wish A suitable train should 
have accompanied me, but the stranger prevented this He said 
his boat had only room in it for three people, and that he should 
not like to show his wares if many people came into his ship 
‘They are only things for the roj^al Pnneess,’ he said, ‘ and I dare 
not expose her to danger I can never forget that a pow'^erful King 
has entrusted his only daughter to my care , therefore your be- 
trothed Pnnee Mundian Oppu may accompany you as a watchful 
protector’ We went with the merchant to the ship There we 
found an immense number of extraordinary thmgs and unknown 
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anhnah. In the place where b other ^ps the rowen *at were 
great apef , on high on the mow Bat an eagle , in the inner room* 
were many huge and small cage* of cnooth ehony with thich gold 
ban, behind which moved a confu*cd muldtnde of animal*. 

“ My de«re was now directed to the snow white bird, about which 
I made mqmry He showed it me high up m a box, and os I could 
not ICC it dmmctly he took it out and put it on my hand- It is 
qmte nngnlar said he, * when the bird is here it can only remain 
a few day* ahve, but I have fonod the com of life which I giv-c it 
each we^ and it t* then reheshed for nine dny*. We asked for 
the com of life, of which we had never heard, and he opened a 
httle box and took out three grain*. He gave me one to give the 
bird, the other I was to try and the third Pnnee Mtmdian Oppa 
\Vhcn I offered the gram to the bud, it refoKd to peck It and 
when I pressed my band closer the bird drew back, lost it* bahnee, 
and fell down with outspread wiogs. 1 hastened to it, picked it 
up perhaps somewhat ro^ly and a* it tned to escape 1 held some 
of its ta^feathen &st, so that it lay fluttering m my hand- 1 was 
very much frightened, and the merchant seemed so olsa He soon 
laoghed with malicious Joy end said that I should swallow the com, 
because it would prevent the flight of the frightened prisoner He 
said the same to the Pnnee end we swaDcrwed the grain* m the 
same moment I felt e wonderfol transfoniiation pass over me; 
end found that I was changed mto a snow-white bird, and when 
1 looked towards the Prince, m his stead 1 saw a black bird. Now 
the stranger who was no other than the enchanter, seised me, and 
shat me np b the golden cage which you have trodden to pieces. 
The ape* began to ply the oats, and the ship moved with omisnal 
w-Ojbtsa ‘STts tiit tee. \ stSli saw tny feibct uttuig tm ibe terroce, 
and the wonder of the servant* a* they taw the ship depart I be- 
hcTcd that I heard their voices calling us back. Bat what coaid 
I -b m my cage ? The black bird flew to the promontory, and 
from that moment I hare neither heard nor seen anythmg of Pnnee 
Mondian Oppn. 

** When my home was far m the distance, and even the summit 
9f the tnoontain could no longer be distinguished, the endianter 
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rose in> enpe hi{;]i in the I'tr, hf. '•.up l)ch ti'i, rnd 

bore me mlo tim lull of tlu to .cr llo ‘ li' bro i/l ’ tnc o h . 
white bird, I don’t I nuv, . I oid\ !■ no tl.it he to'jh tt o .’ < *' ht 
pod cl nnd put It into tnc * » ‘ No*, jo't he. \ i < r;.' .i > i,' 

naid he As I tool him for ' ted b rd, l<o i .''etf-d u ; 1’,:: ; v.t 

iinforlun'ilo, sup-tior to him, uid dreo rti) It b 'h I'.t-) 'i » r 
]lul the binl < tine neeter, utsd fotlo*. j I u ( At I * t I ! ) * p 't.„ . c, 
nnd pedetl ins ejc., Wlicn the e.i'h'ii'c ' ' in , I e to jv o t 
n little box, nnd toob from it n pr un, In lu I before tr e b rd, 

whopiclcd It immcvhtlel) It t tuen r’.ntt,,ed uuo rt. r , 
ugly ns ) 0 U st\s him m the tov er IIci'c ircdmc.n" 1 I ivc tlrc-id) 
told > 011 , to tile th.it defonml) for m) hn bif i.nn I p'om e I ttve 
thnt, on m> consent, I shonhi be mime h>tc'> ri *o'.d to t .v fu.)- 
per form, nnd nsuired me tint oMierwi e I ‘l\o dd lU iv re ni'n i.' 
n bird, except on m> birthdi> I hwe uo.s no o^h'-r \ i h th u to 
return tom) fither in bedindn, bet u'o_ I 1 no . lu i- hun * m </ e it 
nflhclion, if, indeed, sorrow nt m> lo,'. hi\e iiot . Irc’d) b o'n'ht 
him to the grni c ” 


cii'Vrri'R V 

TllF rAnilFUI. CO'.DUCTOF HOMF. 

A t the conclusion of this rchiion, Hnschern thought with com- 
passion of Ills father, nnd lud his mouniful coimtenincc 
and bowed down form before lus imml He 1 new, from the greit 
love he had alwn>s shown him, tint he must hi\e imied for his 
loss 

“Princess,” said he, “)our desire cannot he greater than mine 
Still, I swear to you that I will not return to m> father till I have 
safely conducted you to )our native land, or have given yon over 
to safe guides to bnng > ou to > our father , if I do not, m.a> Ilc.av en 
not grant my father life lo receive this joy ' " 

They journcy'cd on with renew cd v igour. Put cv cning v\ as draw - 
mg near, and they' must find a rcsiing-place for the mghL Fortune 
was favourable . they soon found a spot, shadowed by a high bush. 



THE STORY OF HASCHEBf 




pra%>h>>m broke away the boughs *o as to form a hedge, which 
quite coiKxaled the Princess, and to which he only left a narrow 
entrance, before which he lay down to watch. Night passed with 
out danger. However armously Haschcm strove against sleep to 
watch over his companion, it at last waghed down hia e>’cljds and 
they both awoke with the first laya of the irm. Thar good star 
soon led them to a spot where they found refreshing wood-bernei, 
the names of whuA were unknown to them, and they were anxious 
to discover if they were poisonous but hunger made them venture. 
They wandered the whole day resting alternately At every step 
the ]oumey became more hai^oni. The thickets bccime thicker 
and higher, they were often obliged to creep between the boughs, 
and thor clothes hung in rags. On the fourth day they reached 
the foot of the mountain. There they found cultivated land and 
human habitationi. Haschcm mqmred where they were, and asked 
for the sea. The people told them the name of the country which 
was nnknown to Has^em and the Princess Honda. On the other 
suie of the high mountain lay a large fiat land, whose coast was 
washed by the sea- They recaved this information with great joy 
They descended the mountain, come to the flat land, and at last, 
after a wearisome Journey, donng which they had seen the sun nse 
and set seven tunes, they arrived at the sea*coast A ship lay ready 
at anchor, and when they inquired its destination, the steersman 
answered, ‘ We are going to Selandia to fetch a cargo of onnamon." 
To Haschcm s questmn where they came from, and what this land 
where they were was called, he recaved for answer, that the ship 
belonged to a merchant of Balsoia, and that it hod been cast on 
these unknown shores by a violent storm." 

When the Princess percaved that the ship was going towards 
ier mtOve imeJ, sire was very much rcjoiccti She toot one of tiie 
preaoui stones out of her forehead-band, and gave it as a reward 
for her and he comparuon. The following morning they waghed 
anchor and, afta a prosperous voyage they reached the same place 
where the enchanter’s ship had formerly lam at anchor when be 
earned off the Princess. 

Th^ were landed tn a small boat, and Handa led her deliverer 
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into the beautiful leafy walks of the impenal gardens In this way 
they came to a terrace, from which they could see the ship Instead 
of pressmg quickly forwards, they concealed themselves behind a 
bush Avery melancholy old man sat on this terrace, lookmg over 
the sea , and while a flood of tears ran do^vn his face, 

<‘Ah'” cned he, "it was just so on the day that my sorrows 
began 1 There lay the ship of the robber, there landed the boat 
which earned away my beloved daughter and her betrothed It 
was -even at the same hour of the day I have sent messengers 
into all the neighbounng lands , I have caused the opposite sea- 
coasts to be searched , but all has been in vain ! I must die, and 
never see my child again ” 

He pronounced these words aloud, and covered his face as he 
bowed himself forward on his hands 

Prmcess Handa ivished to hasten to him, but Haschem held 
. her back, and said, "Let me first prepare him for your arrival, 
else joy may kill him ” And he sprang fonvard, and bowed before 
the sorrowing old man, makmg his forehead touch the ground 

The King then said, "Who are you? Are you a beggar, and do 
you need any gift ? It shall be given you go to my palace ” 

Haschem stood up and answered, " In such circumstances you 
might well take me for a beggar, O great King Kadga Singa, But 
know that under these ragged clothes is concealed a magician, who 
IS come to change your tears into smiles, your sobs into transports 
of joy ” 

" Can any man on earth do this ? ” asked Kadga Singa. 

“ I have only to speak three words,” he answered, " and it will 
happen Are you strong enough to support the highest joy that 
your heart can conceive and feel?” 

At these questions a ray of hope m the soul of the mourning 
father beamed through his tearful eyes "IVhat is it? Who are 
you who can promise this ? ” asked he 

And Haschem repeated his question, " Do you feel strong 
enough ? ” 

“ I think § 0 ,” answered the King, regardmg him with hopeful 
looks. 
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“Drmir near, Pnnce*3 Hinda, year iathcr if prepaiW,* cned 
tbe yooth and ihe spnmg fonrardi into her lathePs open onm. 

Then was Haschem f word fulfiUed his tear* were changed 
mto tmOes, his sobs into transports of joy Their embrace coo* 
tinned long. At last Kadga Singa rais^ himiei^ beckoned Has* 
chem to approach and said, **Yoq are a magician, tnch an one 
I hare nerer before aecn. By your magic words you have changed 
the rooomfuj course of my hie mto the brightest sunshine. I will 
not now ask yon who yon are, and what 1 have to thank yon for, 
I will not now inquire what chance brought you to my daughter, 
I ihaH only give myself up to joy at her retjjm.* 

They went back to the caplt^ in a kmgly boat, and soon the 
joyful ncwi of the oneipectcd reappearance of the Pnnccss fpread 
evoywhere. Numbers assembled at the palace to ascertam if the 
newf were tree, and Pnnccss Handa went oaf to the pte and 
down the steps. Then arose a shout of joy of a thousand voioes, 
and load wishes for her health and happ/nett 


CHAPTER VL 

RZWARO 

T HB next day after the King had heard the history of her 
imprisonment related by his daughter, and with what devo- 
tion Haschem had watched over her and when Haschem bad 
narrated hts history, Kadga Sbp was reiy thoaghtful and caused 
his council to assemble to deliberate how tbeyibould reward hinu 
**If he were not so yoang,* said some of them, *'he might be 
made GrandViser the next in digmQr to the King orbeappomted 
Governor of a province. But Us youth prevents his being raised 
over the people next to the Kang.* 

After longer consultatiao, the eldest of the oouncilloTi rose, and 
■aid, ** Kadga Singa, my King and lord. The youth has certainly 
perfonned a great service tb you and the Princess Handa there- 
fore It seems to me that bis reward ought to come bom you. It 

f 
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seems to me that the King, having received from him good in ins 
family, must reward him from hts family ^Vc^c I m such a ca'^e, 
I would appoint him as Mundiana, and give him for a wife the 
daughter whom he has restored ” 

The whole assembly were of the same opinion, and the King 
gave them to understand that this was also his wish 

“I am old," he said, “and can easily pcrcene that the cares of 
tins land will soon need other hands to sujiport them I shall be 
much pleased to sec my daughter with a noble husband Pnnee 
Mundian Oppu has disappeared, whom I had before chosen; and 
this youth, although of meaner origin, is of noble soul, and will 
soon, under my guidance, acquire the necessary circumspection to 
promote justice and order in my kingdom ” 

He did not delay, but immediately caused Hasebem to be called 
A costly band of gold and silver was fastened round his forehead, 
and the King then said, “I herewith appoint )ou Mundiana.” 

And the assembled councillors cned out, “We congratulate jou, 
hail, Mundiana 1 ” 

But Haschem laughed, and said, “ Forgive my ignorance what 
IS Mundiana?” 

The eldest councillor stepped forward, and said, “This name 
points out the highest step of honour which the King can bestow. 
You are found worthy of this honour, and no other li\es who 
bears this title, because Pnnee Mundian Oppu has disappeared ” 
An elephant covered with costly trappings was now’ brought in 
by its keeper, and upon it was a nchly ornamented seat. On this 
the new Mundiana was placed, and led through the streets Heralds 
went before him, and cned aloud, “ Listen to what Kadga Singa 
makes knoivn to all people This youth has restored to him his 
dearest jewel which he had lost In gratitude, the King has nomi- 
nated him Mundiana, and has appointed his daughter Handa for 
his wife Tc-morrow will the betrothal be celebrated , and every- 
body is rquested to come into the court of the palace to partake 
of the joy of the festival ” 

Haschem knew not how all this had come about He received 
clothes and nch arms as a present from the King, and the King 
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10 higfalj favDored t>iHt he was not only to be husband of the 
Pnneen Hands;, but was to succeed Kadga Smga on the throne, 
and to reign over that beautiful and nch land. In this happiness 
he forgot hii early life, his father's sorrow and even Zoraine his 
playfellow m youth, his father’s faithful friend Saad and thought 
no more of his home or his fatherland. The next day his betrothal 
with the Princess was celebrated with great pomp. 

The Pnnecss had friUrngly yielded to her father’s wish withont 
manifesting any particnUr joy or showing any affection for her 
future husband although she felt very fhendly towards him, and 
treated him with great respect and attention, os her grateful heart 
did not forget in prosperity how much she had owed to him m 
misfortnne. 

The first days and weeks passed ra the delights of joy then 
he wu introduced by the King into the council, and taught the 
basinets of the State. The King and coimdllon bad often reason 
to wonder at ha oenteness in judgment m difbcnU c asts , and, 
abore aQ, at ha percepbon of ri^t and wrong Soon no sentence 
wu pronounced without hu opinion being first consulted and it 
•often happened that it was contrary to that of the rest of the 
council, but the reosoiu for his decision always prerailed. In all 
lands the justice and wisdom of the King’s future son-m-law were 
praised, and it was hoped that fortune would pennit him to rule 
oyer the land, 

A whole year had now elapsed, and the day wu fast approach* 
ing when he wu to marry the Princess end ascend the throne. 
One day u usual, he sought hb betrothed, the Princess Honda, 
in her apartments. As be wu announced by a servant, he went 
in quickly, and saw the Princess hastily wipmg her eyes , ond u 
he drew nearer he found the traces of her tears. Sjrmpathmn^ 
with her he uked the canie of her gnef, and the tned to avoid 
answering him but u he continued to urge her she at last said, 

I dare tell you why these tears flow because you are good 
and compassionate and wiU not consider it a crime that 1 have a 
feelmg and sympathiiiDg heart You know that I wu forraeriy 
beared by Piincc Mondian Oppu, the son qf the neghbounn^ 




68 


THE STORY OF H ASCII EM. 


King I related to you that this Prince u as changed into a black- 
bird by the enchanter, and flew from the ship to the jiromontory 
of the island wlicrc our country scat i\as situated Now, I must 
tell you that I gneve so much the more about this Prince’s fate, 
as from my own change I can compassionate liis mournful con- 
dition I could not repress this desire, and I have obtained certain 
news of his life and present condition by the secret know ledge of 
a clever Tinnaxian And in this manner I have learned that he 
still lives in his new form, and that he has flow n, from fear of the 
snares of the hunter, whom we call Dodda Waddas, out of the 
land into distant regions , and that it is ordained by fate that he 
shall never regain his human form if I give my hand to another 
husband Sorrow at this mournful destiny has drawn these tears 
from my eyes, the traces of which you observed ” 

This narrative made a deep impression on Haschem he dis- 
covered also that Handa had acceded to her father’s wish only 
from gratitude and filial obedience, whilst her affection was fixed 
on the absent Pnnee He saw that he must purchase the good 
fortune to be husband of the noble Princess, and son-in-law of the 
great Kmg Kadga Singa, and after him to be King of Selandia, 
only by the misfortunes of Pnnee Mundian Oppu He asked him- 
self if this were nght, and was obliged to confess that his reason 
and knowledge of justice and honour were opposed to it He saw 
that the mtoxication of good fortune had hitherto blinded him 
Then the remembrance of his father came before him, and he 
imagmed him pining away at the uncertainty of his son’s fate He 
bitterly reproached hunself for his long forgetfulness, and for not 
havmg sent an embassy to announce his safe arrival in Selandia. 

Scarcely had these thoughts and feelings ansen in his breast, 
than he made up his mmd He took Handa’s hand, and promised 
her that he would do all he could to find her former lover, and 
restore him to her Then he went to the King, told liim all, and 
begged him to let him go to fulfil a son’s duty to a father wdiom 
he had too long neglected. Kadga Singa sighed deeply at these 
disclosures of his future son-in-law he proposed to send a ship to 
bnng his father, so that he might end his life m sharmg his son’s 
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good fortune and companionihip. But Haschem declared to him, 
with determination, that he co^d ncrcr be hia lon-m-law or toc 
cetfor to the throne. 

‘ I cannot purchaae snch good fortnne at another’i expense," 
KBid he. “It was otherwise before 1 knew the decmon of fete, 
bet now that 1 know the Prmce Mnndian Oppu must through 
my happmess, alwayi remain m his present condition, if 1 thus 
take away the posaibnity of his ever rctnrmng to human form I 
ihcmld be m the highest degree cnlpaUe. Therefore I Tolnntaiilj 
give up my good forttme." 

All the persuasions and nrgmgs of Itadga Slnga were useJess. 
The coundllon also and the Grand Vincr and the GoTemors of 
die prormcei, begged him to contmne m the land, and to take 
itni more share m the government. He remained firm m bis 
resohitiOQ. He promised the t^nnccss, who was astonished at bis 
hononrable spmt, that as soon as he bad seen and comforted his 
fether, he would demand iDfoniiatioD of Fnnce Mcndian Oppo 
from an the sages and msgioant of hij native l^d, and that he 
would try til means to restore him to his former condition. As 
he was dctcnnmed to set out, the King gave him costly presents, 
besides many preaoas stones from his treasury, and provided him 
with a ship, and all nece ssa ries for the voyage. He took leave, 
and the good wishes of all who knew hnn accompanied him. 


CHAPTER m 

THE ^’FTUnif TO HU rATHll 

T he heavens seemed to fevoor the resolution of the re lum ing 
ton i the warmest weather and most fevomable wmds 
seconded hit Journey and the ihip anchored in the harbour with- 
out acodenL He took tome serrants , bought some which 

he loaded with the King'i pretent^ and so went through Balsora 
along the nver to Bagdad. 

One beautiful evening he came near the aly to the place where 
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he had lam at the feet of his father and Saad, and listened to their 
discourses . their last discourse there returned to liis memorj. 

“Well,” said he to himself, “it is tnic that it is casj for a nnn 
to be seduced from virtue into one false step, if he is not v.atchful, 
but relies on his oun poiver so it happened to me I thought 
that my heart was alwa}s right, and neglected to liy* if what I did 
was just In this manner ha\e I so much forgotten mj lo\c for 
my father, and had nearly committed a great v rong , whilst I, m 
the intoxication of good fortune, was about to sacrifice to ni) i anity 
the happiness of the Princess and her betrothed And ) 0 u, m> 
dearest father, were also tight when jou maintained that a heart 
accustomed to virtue from early years would onl} for a short time 
wander from the right road I haac mjsclf experienced the truth 
Of these words, and I therefore thank you witli tears that jou 
alw'ays accustomed me to what was good ” 

Whilst he spoke, he lifted up his ejes, and saw a single hut 
tvhere the palm-trees used to stand A venerable old man, much 
marked by sorrow, appeared at the door he stood still before the 
threshold^ and watched the youth with astonishment The >oung 
man gazed earnestly at him He suddenly recognized the features 
of the old man, and threw himself on his knees before him, seized 
his hand, and bowing his head on it, bedewed it with his tears, 
and covered it with kisses 

“ My father 1 ” cned he : “ is it so indeed? Have you so much 
altered in the course of so few years ? — that is my fault 'Father, 
forgive your easily offending son, who forgot you m the height of 
prospenty ” 

Naima stretched his other hand to him, blessed him, and said, 
“ Rise up, my son, nse he who feels repentance is forgiven ” 

He rose and threw himself into his father^s arms 
When he looked up, he saw a man approach, leading a maiden 
whose features he recognized It was Saad and his daughter Zo- 
rame, Haschera’s playfellow. After welcoming him, they sat down, 
and Haschem related to them all that had happened to him since 
that evemng He related, truly and candidly, how he had for- 
gotten his father, and nearly fallen mto greater crimes, because 
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he had been blinded by fortune, by empty gteatneti, and honotit. 
\Vhilst they were sitting, they observed three birds, who came from 
m Hn[tnnrf>^ nnd sccmed to panme one another They soon per 
ceived a black bird, which flew annously and seemed followed by 
a bird of prey He would soon have reached his prey had he not 
been pursued by a larger bird and to avoid this, he was often 
comp^ed to go from side to side at last they came to close con 
flict The pursued black bird flew mto Haschemi lap, the bird 
of prey strnck by his pirnaer fcD to the ground at their fect^ and 
was, by his strong hooked bill and sharp claws, soon killed and 
tom to pieces. Scarcely had the last occurrence taken place, when 
the conqueror dianged mto a venerable-bokmg sage. He turned 
to Haschem, who was qmte astonished, and said, 

* Dip quickly your forefinger m the blood of this slam one, and 
anomt with it die beak of the black bird." 

Haschem obeyed immediately, and scarcely bad be touched 
the black bird's beak with the blood than U and a hand* 

tome youth m kingly dress stood before them. 

**00081 who this is,” said the genius. 

"Mundian Oppa?" asked Haschem. 

And the genius answered, ItishcJ" And as he stood looking 
at the young man with astonishment he said. You do not pcj> 
cove bow and why all this has happened. 1 could explain to you 
all these mystencs , but to what purpow ? It is not necessary for 
weak men to know the threads by which their fates are linked to- 
gether suffice it to know that U was necessary that you should 
perform all thi«, that you might be tried. You are found worthy, 
and Hecren rewards you with Zonxac, the early companion of your 
youth, now to be your wife.* 

Iben Haschem turned towards ^rame, and looke(^mquI^ngly 
at Saad, her father. This latter said, 

Joy I listen to the will of fiUe the highest wish of my 
heart will now be fulfilled.” 

* Know " contfamed the genius, " that the slain bird was the 
enchanter who had changed the Pnneess Handa and the Pnnee 
hlundian Oppu. They were also to pass through truli thus it 
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uis decreed l)j fitc the cn< Ifiiti r aril) futr.tlf'd th?: \ ill 

of falc from stlfmii mn*a\c>, nnd nrned In' ru.rrrf;' l> )an<! n, nnd 
contrar) to it, the Kin/' of tlic Ocnii coimn aided me to him.” 

With these uorde he diM/*/ c-\rcd from tm-r it 'J hc; re- 
turned nov. in h-’p)') union to ihr cii) , niul Nmrnt, \ ho Ind h nit 
his lint nt the cfl/je of tin woo I, to he olw i) ’ rn ir tlu pher of li.n 
sorrow, dwell ar,mn v uh ins children I’rmre Mtindim f)j)j)it wc it 
hick to Sehndn in the same •'hij) tint Ind liro i dit li*' < hem lie 
was received there with tmmoTurahlc jo), and v ''s ''oon mirn- I 
to his carl) love lint Ha'rhtm' tnmc lived lung in their memor), 
and in that of all the inlnhitTnt'' of tint nhru! 

W'hcn the Caliph Ilaroan al lla-rhid heard of Ilasrh* m''^ return, 
he had him called before liitn, and inatlc him relate his In' ‘or) 
Tlic Cahjih was so pleased with him, that he too’ him into fits 
palace, and gave him an important post m hr. Co'irt 1 1 is hr tor) 
he caused to be inscnbed in the records of hr. 1 mgdom As Cnafar, 
Ins old Vi7icr, wished to end his life in quietness, the Caliph rared 
Ilaschcm to be Grand Viner , and he continued long m tins olucc, 
to the pleasure of Ins relatives and the happiness of the people, b) 
whom he wa^ grcail) beloved 







Bagdad lived an old merchant, of the name of Abon 
Caicm, who was &inoTu for his nchet, but itUI more for 
his avance. Hu coflers were imall to look at — if yoo 
coaid get a sight of them— and very dirty , bnt they were examined 
with Jewell. Hisclothe* were as scanty ai need be, bnt then, even 
In his dothei, there was rnnhum Ot parvo to wit, moch dirt m little 
•pace. All the embroidery be wore was of that kind which u of 
neceiiity attendant upon a ragged state of drapery It meandered 
78 
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over Ills bony form in all the bcauly of ill sc\mi pitches liis tuN 
ban was of the finest kind of linen for lasting a kind of canvas, 
and so mixed with elementary substances that its original colour, if 
It still existed, was invisible But, of all his habiliments, his slip- 
pers were most deserving the study of the cunous They were the 
extreme cases, both of his body and his dirt The soles consisted 
chiefly of huge nails, and the upper leathers of almost everything 
The ship of the Argonauts was not a greater miscellany During 
the ten y'cars of their performance an the character of shoes, the 
most skilful cobblers had exercised their science and ingenuity in 
keeping them together. The accumulation of materials had been 
so great, and their weight was so heavy m proportion, that they 
were promoted to honours of proverbialism , and Abon Casern’s 
slippers became a favourite companson when a superfluity of 
weight was the subject of discourse 

It happened one day, as this precious merchant w'as walking in 
the market, that he had a great quantity of fine glass bottles offered 
him for sale , and, as the proposed bargain was greatly on his side, 
and he made it still more so, he bought them Tlie vendor in- 
formed him, furthermore, that a perfumer having lately become 
bankrupt, had no resource left but to sell, at a very lou pnee, a 
large quantity of rose-water, and Casern, greatly rejoicing at this 
news, and, hastening to the poor man’s shop, bought up all the 
rose-water at half its value. He then earned it home, and com- 
fortably put It in his bottles Delighted with these good bargains, 
and buoyant in his spmts, our hero, mstead of making a feast, 
according to the custom of his fellows, thought it more advisable 
to go to the bath, where he had not been for some time. 

While employed in the intncate business of undressing, one of 
his friends, or one whom he believed such — for your misers seldom 
have any — observed that his pantofles had made him quite the 
bye-word of the city, and that it was high time to buy a new pair. 

“To say the truth,” said Casern, “I have long thought of doing 
so , hut they are not yet so worn as to be unable to serve me a 
httle longer.” And, havmg .undressed himself, he w^ent into the 
stove. 
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I>imng the laxmy he iraa there enjoying the Cadi of Bagdad 
came m, and, having undreiscd hunjclf, he went into the itove 

likewise. Casern soon after came oat, and, having dressed hnnielf 

looked tboDt for bis pantofles bat nowhere could he find them. 
In the place of his own, he found a pair tufliaenlly different to be 
not only new, but splendid. And fcdtng convinced that they 
were a gift &om hii fHend — not the less so, perhaps, because he 
wished It — he tnutnphontly thrust his toes in them and issued 
forth into the air radiant idth joy and a skin nearly dean. 

On the other hand, when the Cadi had performed the necessary 
pmificationi, and was dressed, his slaves looked for his lordships 
tllppcrt m vam. Nowhere c^d they be found. Instead of the 
embroidered pantofles of the Jadge, they detected, in a comer, 
only the phenomena left by Casern, which were too well known 
to leave a doubt bow their master^s had disappeared. The slaves 
went immediately for Casern, and brought him back to the m* 
dignant magistrate, who, d^ to his attempts at defence, sent 
him to prison. Now, in the East, the daws of jasbce open just 
as wide, and no wider than the purse of the colpnt, and it may 
be supposed that Abon Casern, who was known to be as rich as 
be was miserly, did not get Hs freedom at the same rate os bn 
rose-water 

The miserable Casern returned home, tearing his beard— for 
beard is not a dear stuff— and, bcrag mightily enraged with the 
pantofles, he tCued upon them, and threw them out of bis window 
into the Tigris. 

It happened a few day* aAer that some fishermen drew their 
nets under the window and the weight bemg greater than usual, 
th^ were exulting in their tUcceu^ when out came the pantofles. 
Furious against Caton (for who did not know Caserns pantofles?}, 
they threw them in at the window, at the same time reviling him 
for Ihe accideilt Unhappy ^Cisem 1 The pantofles flew into bis 
room, fdl ardong his bottles, which were ranged rdth great care 
along the shelf, and, bverthrowing them, cov er ed the room with 
gisai and rosewatdr Irnigine, if you can, the miser's a^onyl 
With a loud voice:, add taring his "bdard, according to custom^ 
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he roared out, “Accursed pantofles, will you never cease perse- 
cuting the wretched Casern ? ” 

So saying, he took a spade, and went into his garden to bury 
them 

It so happened that one of his neighbours was looking out of 
window at the time, and seeing Casern poking about the earth in 
his garden, he ran to the Cadi, and told him that his old fhend 
had discovered a treasure Nothing more was requisite to excite 
the cupidity of the Judge He allowed the miser to aver, as 
loudly as he pleased, that he was burying his slippers, and had 
found no treasure, but at the same time demanded the treasure he 
had found. Casern talked to no purpose Weaned out at last 
with his own asseverations, he paid the money, and departed, 
cursing the very souls of the pantofles 

Determined to get nd of these unhappy moveables, otir h6ro 
walked to some distance from the city, and threw them into a 
reservoir, hoping he had now fairly seen the last of them, but 
the evil genu, not yet tured of tormenting him, guided the panto- 
fles precisely to the mouth of the conduit From this point they 
were earned along mto the city, and, sticking at the mouth of the 
aqueduct, they stopped it up, and prevented the water from flowmg 
mto the basin. The overseers of the city fountains, seeing that the 
water had stopped, immediately set about repainng the damage, 
and at length dragged into the face of day the old reprobate 
slippers, which they immediately took to the Cadi, complaining 
loudly of the damage they had caused. 

The unfortunate propnetor was now condemned to pay a fine 
still heavier than before, but far was he from having the luck 
of seeing his chattels detained The Cadi, having delivered the 
sentence, said, like a conscientious magistrate, that he had no 
power of retainmg other peoples’ property, upon which the shp- 
pers, with much solemnity, were faithfully returned to their dis- 
tracted master He earned them home with him, meditatmg 
as he went — and as well as he was able to meditate — how he 
should destroy them, at length he determmed upon committing 
them to the flames. He accordingly tned to do so, but they 
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were too wet, lo ho ptit them on a tenacc to diy Bat the erfl 
genS, M ftforesaid^ bikd retetred & still more croel scadent than 
any before for a dog, whose master lived hard by, seeing these 
strange wild fowl of a pair of shoes, jamped from one terrace to 
the other till he came to the miser's, and began to play with one 
of them m hu sport he dropped It over the bolastrode^ and it 
fell, heavy with hobnaBi and the accnmalated dirt of yean, on 
the tender head of an infant, and killed him on the spoL The 
parents went straight to the Cadi, and complained that they had 
found their child dead, and Casern s pantoQe lymg by ttpon 
which the Judge condemned him to pay a very heavy fine. 

Casern returned home, and taking the pantoSes, went back to 
the Cadi, crying out with an enthosiaam that convulsed everybody, 
“ Behold I behold I See here the fatal cause of all the safienngs 
of Casern I these pantofles, which have at length brought nun 
upon his head. My Lord Cadi, be so merofol, I pray you, as to 
give an edict that may free me from all imputation of accident 
which these slippers henceforth may occa si on, u they certainly 
will to anybody who ventures into thor accursed Icatherl ■ 

The Cadi could not refuse this request, and the miser learned 
to fall cost the Ql efiects of not buying a new pair of shoes. 




Storn of Ibc Jlrincc ant) ibc 


N a great city of the East lived Pnncc Azgid, uho grew 
up to manhood beloved by every one, for he nas vir- 
tuous, intelligent, and accomplished, though somewhat 
of a timorous disposition, and this w'as indeed his chief fault His 
father had died, and he had reached now the proper age to mount 
the throne, a time having been already fixed for the ceremony, to 
which the 3mung man w^as looking forward with great interest 
A few days previous to the event the old Vizier called upon the 
Pnnee, and telling him he washed to take a walk with him, led him 
out of the town to a mountain, on one side of winch was a wide 
staircase of w'hite marble, wath a handsome balustrade on each side. 
It had three broad landings, and on these the Vizier and Prince 
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rested as the 7 ascended tlie rtain, for It wai of greid height, and 
they were both lorclj' tired before they reached the top. There 
waj a fmall bouse on the mmmrt, oat of which came a black ilave, 
who Tn!<d. a profoond obeisance to the visitori, and, leading the 
way took diem a ihort distance toaklnd of arena dug in the ground, 
and laced also with white znaible. He then took out a key and 
opened a brazen door, whereupon the Pnnce drew near and, look 
mg down, saw a red hon of fierce aspect and tremendous nze. 
He wondered what it all meant, and gazed with a look of mquiry 
mto the lace of the Viiier, who, haviog ordered the servant to jc- 
tire, thus spoke 

® My son," said he, ** the day Is now very near on which you arc 
to the throne , but before yoa can do so you most fclfil a 

castom which ha been crtabUshed for many ages, and which your 
father and all yoor ancestors aobmitted to m abort, you most 
descend mto this den with a dagger and fight yonder hon. This 
win test your coarsge and fortitude^ and ahow whether you arc 
really worthy of governing a kingdom.* 

"niien the yoong man heard this, he turned pale, and almost feQ 
to the gr oun d. 

Ttus IS a severe task,* said he , “ Is there no altemaUve, nor 
any method by which I may evade it?” 

“ None, whatever,* answered the Viiicr 
“ Can I not have a few days granted me to thmk over the matter, 
and prepare for the sore tnal?* asked the youth. 

“ Oh, ye* 1 * returned the otha^ ** that you can hare, of course.* 
Whereupon he beckoned to the alare to lock the door a nd the 
Yisiton descended the stairs and returned to the palace. 

The joy of Aigids life seemed now to hare fled, and he was 
suddenly immersed in deep despair TTie homd combat he was to 
engage m was contmually before him. He could neither cat nor 
dnnk, but wandered about the palace like one distracted, or sat 
mopmg for hours, with bis head buned m his hands, speaking to 
no one. He was glad when night came, that he mig ht hide him , 
tdf finm observitkm, and retired to his chamber m tears. But he 
found no comfort there. Sleep fled &om bim^ jnd he lay 
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upon his bed, anxiously awaiting the return of day. Dunng the 
tedious hours of darkness he had meditated what course he had 
best pursue, and at length came to the resolution that he would 
extneate himself from the dilemma he was in by bidding farewell 
to his home, and seeking peace and safety in some far-distant 
land. 

Accordingly, as soon as it was daylight, he hastily dressed him- 
self, and going to the stables, mounted a fleet horse and rode off. 
Glad was he when he got outside the town, and turning round to 
take a last look, he thus exclaimed : 

“ Oh, cursed city 1 cursed home I what misery lies wuthin you 1 
May each hour carry me farther from you ! and may these eyes 
never behold you again 1 ” 

With these words he put spurs to his horse, and v’as soon out 
of sight of the detested spot He journeyed forward with a light 
heart, and on the third day came to a pleasant country overgrown 
with forest trees, intermingled with laivns and romantic vales 

Proceeding a little farther on, he heard the sound of delicious 
music, and soon overtook a handsome youth of ruddy countenance, 
somewhat younger than himself, playing on a flute, and leading a 
few sheep 

The shepherd, on seeing the stranger, stopped playing, and 
saluted him very courteously, but Azgid begged him to go on, 
tellmg him what an admirer of music he was, and that he had 
never m his life heard such enchanting strains 

The young man smiled at this compliment, and commenced 
playmg some fresh tunes , and, when he had finished, he mformed 
the Pnnee that he was slave to a nch shepherd named Oaxus, who 
hved near, and who w^ould be rejoiced to see him, and show him 
some hospitality 

In a few moments they reached the abode of Oaxus 

It was a low stone building of considerable size, with a porch 
surrounding it, overgrown with vines and flowers Around it was 
a large yard, encircled with a high wall, m which were some flocks 
of sheep, with a number of men tending them 

On entering, the old shepherd came forward and gave the siranaer 
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a hearty welcome, leading him into a neat apartment, and setting 
before hnn a handsome repast After Asgid had finished eating, 
he tho ugh t it hu duty to give his tmd host some information as 
to who he was, and thus spoke 

My fiiend ” said he, you no doubt wonder at seeing a stranger 
of my appearance thus suddenly visiting you, and will naturally wish 
to inquire who I amu This wish I can only m part gratify Suffice 
It to say that I am a Pnnce whom tronbles at home have dnTcn 
abroad but my name I cannot telL That is a secret lodged m 
my own breast, to be imparted to no one. If no mconvemence 
to you, it would please me much to remain m this delightful spot. 
I have ample means at ray disposal, and will remunerate you for 
whatever trouble I may put yon to " 

OaxQs replied to this speech m the kindest manner beggmg the 
young man to say nothing about rcnrancmtion, for that the com 
pony of one to exalted and accomplished would more than repay 
him for any trouble he might be put to m entertaming hnn and 
that nothing would give him more happiness than to have hnn 
remam there to the end of hit days. 

'But come, Asdril,'' said be, addressmg the mutiaan, “take 
the Prmce and show him what is most worthy to be seen m thu 
noghbourhood. I^ead hnn to the waterfalls, the fonntamt, the 
rocks and vales, for I pcrcerve our guest is one able to appreciate 
nature t beauties.*’ 

The young ihepherd did as requested, and, taking op his flute, 
led the youth to all the pleasantest and most mteresting spots. 

They wandered about the sloping hills and deep vallcya, and 
over beanUfol lawns, spnnkUd with trees of immense At one 
time they stood by the side of some gently murmuring stream, 
and now they were startled with a romantic cascade, whose flanhing 
waters tumbled from mossy di& and echoed far and wide. They 
now entered a shady vale, and, seating themselves on a rock, the 
shepherd commenced playmg his flute. The Pnnce listened widi 
drT^h t, for, as we said brfore, he was passionately fond of mnsic, 
and had never m his hfe heard any one who pleased him so much. 
Indeed, he made up ha mind that, if ever he left the place, he 
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■would endeavour to purchase from Oa\us the accomplished slave, 
and have him as his constant companion as long as he lived 

Thus did Azgid enjoy himself amid these delicious scenes, con- 
gratulating himself that he had escaped from all his troubles, and 
had at last reached a spot where he imght h\c m peace and 
tranquillity for ever 

But his joy was not to last long , for young Asdnl on a sudden 
rose up, and, taking his companion by the hand, told him it vas 
time for them to be gone 

“Why so? ” asked the Prince “ Why should we so soon lca^ e 
these enchanting scenes ? " 

“ Alas ' ” answered the shepherd, “ this place is infested u ith 
lions They come out at a certain hour every day, and v>c all 
have to retire -within the walls of our abode and close the gates. 
See here,” continued he, rolling up his sleeve, and showing a great 
scar on his arm, “this is what I received m an encounter wath 
these fierce beasts I once lagged behind, and was with great 
difficulty saved from destruction So, let us lose no time, but 
make the best of our way home ” 

On hearing these words, the Pnnee turned pale, but he said 
nothing, and they silently returned to the house 

On reaching the gate, Azgid called for his horse, and, having 
mounted, told his host tliat he was about to leave, and thanked 
him for his kindness “ Farewell, Oaxus ' ” said he “ Farew’ell, 
young Asdnl ! I thought I should have remained here for ever, 
but fate decrees otherwise I must seek another abode, another 
home ” And, so saying, he put spurs to his horse and galloped 
away 

He journeyed on and on, and soon left the groves and green 
valleys The country became more banen, trees began to dis- 
appear, and, not long after, scarcely any verdure was visible He 
was soon m the midst of the desert. Far as the eye could reach, 
the vast plam spread before him Not a shrub or blade of grass 
could be seen, and nothing met the view but, now and then, some 
low sand hills, piled up by the "wind like dnfts of snow, among 
which, wnth much fatigue to his horse, he pursued his w ay The 
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sen on him with great power, and it wai with much tatisfiic- 
bon, on the third day that he perceived m the distance a ninnbcr 
of black tents, which he knew to be an encampment of Arab*. 

As he drew near a band of waiiior*, mounted on fine hone* 
and brandishing their tpeara, came forth to meet him. This was 
thor usual mode of welcommg a stranger 
Thc} seemed struck with the appearance of Aigid, and showed 
him much respect, forrmng a tort of guard around him, and lead 
mg him to the tent of their chief 
The latter was a person of digmfied aspect, somewhat past the 
pnme of life. His name was Sheik Hajaar He sat smokmg m 
front of his tent and, when thc youth approached he rose up 
and cordially saluted him. He then took him inside the tent, and 
set before him a repast, of which when the )Oung man bad eaten, 
he thought it his daty to inform bu kmd host who he wn*. 

“My friend," said he, “you are no doubt surprised at seemg 
a stranger of my appearance thus suddenly vuiting you and will 
natnially wish to inquire who I am. This wish I can only ra 
part gratify raffice it, then, to say that I am a Pnnee whom 
troubles at home have driven abroad, but my name I cannot 
tdl , that IS a secret lodged within my own breast, to be imparted 
to no one. If no incanremcnce to you, it would please me much 
to remam here. I have ample means at my command, and will 
remunerate j ou for whatever trouble I may put you to." 

The Sheik replied that the company of one so exalted and 
accomplished was remuneration enough, and that he would be 
rejoic^ to have him as his guest for ever He then mtroduced 
him to a number of his fiieuds, and, Icaiiing him out, presented 
him with a beautiful horse of great value. Aagid thought he hod 
never in his life seen so fine an animal , and when he mounted 
hnn he found him fo gentle and docile os scarcely to require any 
management, for the intelligent creature s eem ed to anticipate all 
his wishes. 

“ But, come," said the Sheik, “ it 1* time for us to be off to day 
we hunt the antelope, you Pnnee, will of course accompany us.” 

Algid, with a smile, replied in the affinnatiTc. and they started 
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off m pursuit of the game They soon overtook a herd, and 
commenced chasing them — spears flew, and the air resounded 
with cnes The Pnnce was exhilarated with the sport, and enjoyed 
himself exceedingly “ Ah ' ” thought he, “ this is a happy hfe, 
and these children of the desert are happy people I am resolved 
never to quit them " The hunt lasted nearly the whole day, and 
about sunset the company returned with the spoil, which consisted 
of more than a dozen antelopes These sports were kept up 
nearly every day, and Azgid’s time passed most agreeably 

A week had now elapsed, and the youth had one night retired 
to rest, congratulating himself on the happy life he led, when the 
Sheik Hajaar quietly approached his couch, and thus spake 
“ My son,” said he, “ I have come to tell you how much my 
people are pleased with you, and especially with the spint you 
evince in the sports of the chase But these sports do not com- 
prise all our life we have frequent wars with hostile tribes, where 
great valour is necessary My men are all approved wamors, 
and, before they can have perfect confidence m you as a trusty 
comrade, desire to see some specimen of your prowess Two 
leagues south of this is a range of hills mfested with lions , nse, 
then, early on the morrow, mount your horse, take your sword 
and spear, and slay and bring us the skin of one of these savage 
beasts then will we be assured of your courage, and have con- 
fidence m you m the day of battle ” 

Having thus spoke, the Sheik bid him good night, and retired. 
His words disturbed Azgid extremely Ah ' ” thought he, » here 
are the lions again ! wherever I go I meet them I thought I had 
found at last a qmet home, but I am mistaken, this is not the 
place for me.” He then got out of bed, and, liftmg up the 
covering of the tent, slipped out, and went first to see the horse 
the Sheik had given him He found him tethered among the 
others, and, gomg up to him, threw his arms around him and 
kissed him “Farewell, kind creature,” said he, “I gneve to 
leave you > ” The animal leaned his head on his shoulders, and 
seemed to return liis good feelings The youth then sought his 
own steed, and, havmg mounted him, started off. 



THE PRINlE and THE UONS 


85 


He rode over th* tractlen sands, with the bnght staxi glitter 
ing above him, a homeless wanderer not knowing whither he was 
going. At length raomrag began to appear, and soon the mn rose 
and beat upon ha head with its fierce rajs , by the middle of the 
day he was r^oiced to perceive that he was leaving the desert , 
and late m the afternoon he reached a charmmg region of hill 
and dale, streama and meadows. 

He soon after came to one of the roost beautiful palaces he had 
ever seen. It was built of porphyry, and stood in the midst of an 
immense garden, where every plant and flower grew that could 
delight the sight or regale the senses. Trees loaded with all kinds 
of ddiaous ^its, some trimmed and cut into the most ennoos 
shapes, were seen on all sides. Statues of exquisite forms stood 
among them. From many of these fountains sponted upwards (o 
a vast height, whose waters fell murmuring mto Luge basins, where 
gold'fish, swans and other water-fowd were seen swumrung about 
Peacocks and other gorgeous buds strutted and flew aroimd m 
every dnection, and so many objects met the young mans eye, 
as he slowly rode up the bn^ avenue, that be stopped almost 
every mtHuent to gaze and admire. At last he reached the portico 
whi^ was raised twenty steps, and adorned with twelve colomna 
of clear jasper 

The owner of the palace, who was on Emu of great wealth was 
seated on the portKO, in company with his daughter the golden- 
haired Periiidc. 

On seemg a stranger of such dignified mien approaching he rose 
up and went to welcome him He led him up the steps, and 
introduced htm to the young lady who became at once interested 
with the looks and demeanour of the handsome youth. The Emu 
then took his guest inside the palace. 

Azgid looked round with wonder If the exterior of the build- 
ing delighted him, how much more was he pleased with its mtenor? 
The hall was of vast sixe, with a noble stamase m the middle , the 
apartments were spacious, end shone with gold the waOi and 
ceilmgs were covered with the most exquisite pamrf-ng^ in fi-esco, 
and vases of precicms stones, statues, and aH kmda of rare cuno- 
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sities were ranged around, the ^vIndo^vs were of something that 
resembled pearl, and were stained with different colours, so that, 
as the sun shone through them, the tesseUted floor receded the 
rays, and glittered wth all the tints of the rainbow Argid ga/cd 
with astonishment The Emir now set before him a collation com- 
posed of the most delicate viands, delicious fruits, and wines 
After he had finished eating, the Pnnee thought it his duty to 
inform his kind host who he w'as 

“Sir,” said he, “you no doubt w'onder at one of mj appearance 
thus suddenly visiting you, and will naturally wish to inquire who 
I am This wish I can only in part gratif) Suffice it, then, to 
say that I am a Prince w'hom troubles at home hai e dnven abroad, 
but my name I cannot tell that is a secret lodged in m} own 
breast, to be imparted to no one If no mcon^cnlence to jou, it 
would delight me much to remain w'lth you , and at some future 
day, if fortune should again smile upon me, I will be happy to 
return the favour, and reciprocate your hospitality ” 

The Emir replied to this speech in the kindest manner, telling 
the youth that he did him a great honour in making him a a isit, 
and that he hoped he would remain to the end of his dajs Hr 
further informed him that he expected that night a number of his 
fnends to favour him avith their company, and, washing to look after 
the preparations for the banquet, he begged his guest to excuse 
him for a short time 

When the Emir retired, Azgid w^as left alone w ith the fair Perizide, 
and was struck more than ever wath her ravishing beauty In fact, 
he fell deeply m love with her She, on her part, seemed not in- 
sensible to his merits, and exerted herself to amuse and entertain 
him She led him into the garden, showing him all the rare sights, 
and bidding him obseiwe the consummate art wath which the shrub- 
bery and trees were arranged, and the charming green alleys and 
vistas which opened before them as they w'alked along 
They explored the beauties of this fairy scene, seating themselves 
by the side of the ghttenng fountains, and sometimes beneath the 
dark shadows of the flowery arbours, through which the rays of a 
bright full moon began now to penetrate 
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They then relumcU to the palace and, approaching heard the 
itnuns of festive music, and perceived the building flhiminatcd 
from top to bottom. They pasted through the throngs on the 
portico, and entered the house, which was lit up with hundreds ol 
dauUng luslres, and crowded with guests, all habited in splendid 
dresses, rennde led the j'ouih mio the grand saloon, and seated 
him on one of the purple dnrans. 

The attendantt now served up a splendid supper brought in on 
gold and silver trap, and whi^ ojnsittcd of cicry delicacy that 
could be procured It was made op of manj councs, and lasted 
a contidcrablc time, and nt its conclosion the room was paitully 
cleared, and a number of dancing guls, of elegant form and nchly 
dad, entered the apartment, and amuscil the guests with their 
graceful raoveraents. Argtd, observing a lute l)ring near him took 
U up and, tcUtng the lady how fond he was of music, begged her 
to Cxvonr lum with an arr Pennde eompHcd with his rerpicit very 
graaomly and commenced plapng. The Pnnee listened with 
delight, and was dunking m the soft strains with npt attention, 
when he suddenly heard a loud and very unusual sound. 

WTiat noue Is that ? " asked the youih. 

* I heard nothing," replied his companion “nor do 1 think 
there was any It cs your Imagioation only that fancies lU" 
IVhereupori the went on playing , but ihc had only proceeded a 
few tnmulcs, when the Pnnee started a second lime. 

‘There it is again I" said he. ' Did you not hear U?" 

“ I heard nothing " answered Pctizlde, but the sound of music 
and the merry voices of hundreds of happy guests. It must be 
your imagination, Pnnee, os I said before and nothmg else" 
Perhaps It IS,” returned the youth striking his forehead. “You 
must pasdou me Casa lady \ have lately pavied tVnwghi maiiy 
trying scenes, and I fear my nerves arc none of the strongest” 
Penride thereupon resumed her lute, but she had not proceeded 
very long when her guest ogam cned out, 

“ Oh I " said he, “ tell me not that this is Imagmarion ' I heard 
it most distinctly EipUm to me I pray what it means.” 

' Oh,® replied the young lady, laughing; “ that Is Boulak, out 
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black porter He is a great pet and a privileged character , he 
gets drovv’sy sometimeSj and often jaw ns, and that was the sound 
j^ou just heard ” 

“Good Heavens!” said Argid, “what lungs he must have, to 
make such a yawn as that ! ” 

Penzide made no reply except a smile, but went on plajing the 
lute, when, having finished, the Pnnee complimented her highlj 
for her performance It w'as by this time pretty late, and the 
guests gradually retired , Pcnztdc also went to her chamber, and 
the Pnnee and the Emir w-ere left alone 

They passed nearly an hour smoking and conversing v ery plea- 
santly, till at length the host rose up, and telling his guest it w as 
bed-time, took him by the hand to lead him to his chamber '\ iicj 
proceeded to the hall, and soon reached the great staircase, which 
was of white marble, with a handsome balustrade on each side 
When they came to the foot of it, Azgid gazed for a moment ad* 
mmng Its beauty, but what was his horror, when, on looking up, 
he spied a black lion of immense size Ij mg stretched on the top- 
most lauding He trembled and turned pale 
“What is that?” said he, pointing wnth his finger 
“Oh,” returned the Emir, “that is Boulak, our black porter 
He IS tame, and wall not hurt you if you are not afraid of him , 
but he can tell when any one fears him, and then he becomes 
ferocious ” 

“ I fear him,” whispered the Pnnee, “ and fear him greatly ” 
“You must cast aside your fear, my son,” replied the other, 
“ and then there is not the slightest danger ” 

“ That IS easier said than done,” answered tlie youth “ I try 
to cast It aside, but do not succeed No, I believe I wall not go 
to my chamber, but will sleep somew’here else, where tliere is no 
need of approaching this temble beast ” 

“Just as you like,” replied the Emir “Y'ou can return to the 
salfon, and repose on one of those divans ” 

The Pnnee accordingly took up Ins lodgings m the saloon, and 
havmg bid his fnend “ Good night,” he carefully locked the door 
and windows, making everything as secure as possible He then 
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lay down on the ouhions, Urtcning eagerly if he might perchance 
hear any sound. But all was silent, for erery soul had retired, 
and the yast maniion presented a strilnng contrast to the noiay 
memment which a httle while before had reigned everywhere:. 

The young man now compoacd hnnself to rest, thinlong that the 
hon was most probably fast aalcep and would not disturb him — 
but he was mistaken , for m the course of an hour he heard most 
evidently a soft, heavy tread coming down the stairs. The beast, 
on reaching the hall, seemed for a moment to pause then his 
steps were heard moving along the vast corridor, till it could be 
no longer distingmshed. 

Algid now breathed more freely, and sras m hopes that his tor 
mentor had retired to some secluded part of the tanlding, and had 
gone to sleep, bnt he was doomed to be disappomtcd, for m a 
short tune he heard the fsint steps approaching nesitx and nearer 
and perceived that the beast slopped cvexy now and then, snufirng 
with his nose, as if m search of some one. At last he came to the 
door potting his nose at the lower part, and snuffing louder than 
ever then he sprang with his fore feet egninst it, givnig it such a 
posh as almost to burst it open, and at the same time uttering a 
tremendous roar, which echoed through the palace. 

Azgid jumped from his conch m dismay, and r e treated to the 
fiuthest comer of the room , his hair stood on end, and the cold 
pcnpuation rolled from his body He beheved for a certamty t>int 
the door would fly open, and then the hon would rush m and de- 
vour hnn , bnt nothing of the kmd ocxnrred, for m a few moments 
the beast agam went upstairs, and nothmg more was heard of 

him. 

The Pnnee thfu lay down on his couch — but not to sleep he 
revolved m his mind all that had happened to hnn smee his depar 
ture fixim his own cuty, and thmtmg that Providence would not 
afflict hnn in inch a manner for nought, bnt that there must be 
some design m it, he came to the determination that he would m 
stintly return home, and fnlfil the law and emstom of ha co untr y 
by fightmg the bon. 

Early on the moirow, the Emir came to wake ha guest, and bid 
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liim “ Good morning ” He found the young man in tears, and 
putting his arm round him, thus spoke 

“My son,” said he, “your behaviour last night, uhen about to 
retire, surpnsed me greatly, and my amarement is increased nou 
at seeing you m this unhappy state What ails you, my son ? Tell 
me all, and hide nothing from me _, and first let me know frankly 
who you are ? ” 

“I am one,” replied the youth, “uho has fled from duty I am 
A.2gid, son of the renoivned King Almamoun T fled from a uork 
Providence assigned to me to perform— but my sin foIIo\\cd me 
I searched far and wide for comfort, but in vain — trouble and dis- 
aster pursued me wherever I went But I have repented, and am 
now going back to retrieve my error, and meet the trial fromuh'ch 
I once endeavoured to escape ” 

“ I am rejoiced to hear you thus speak,” said the Emir “I was 
well acquainted with your father, and think I know now from w hat 
duty It was you tried to escape Go back, then, to )our home, my 
son, and may Heaven grant you strength to perform your excellent 
resolution ” 

He then ordered his guest’s horse to be brought, which when 
the youth hath mounted, he asked his host to remember him to 
the beautiful Penzide, and beg her to excuse him for leaving her m 
so strange and abrupt a manner 

“I will do as you desire,” replied the other, “and w^hen my 
daughter learns the cause of your departure, she wall think more 
of you than ever ” 

Thus wuth mutual good wishes the two friends separated, and 
Azgid rode away He pursued the same route he had tra\ elled 
before, and on the second day reached the desert and the encamp- 
ment of the Arabs He found the Sheik Hajaar, sitting in his 
tent door, calmly smoking his pipe the Sheik was surpnsed at 
seeing him, and begged him to dismount and refresh himself, but 
this the Pnnee refused to do, saying that he had only come to 
explain his past strange behaviour m leaving his hospitable abode 
so abruptly 

“ I am Azgid,” continued he, “ son of the renowmed King 
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Almnm inm. I was sorcly tToablcd m mind when I nsited you, foi 
1 had fled from duty but I am now gomg bad: to retneve ray 
error and begin a new life. But tell me, I pray how is that beau 
tifol animal I used to nde with so much pleasure ?” 

“He B weU," answered the other, “and it would please me 
■much if you could remain and nde him agom but I feel that it 
would be wrong to mterrupt you in such a pious journey as you 
now undertake. Go on then my son may Heaven prosper you 
In your good resolutioni, and peace be with you.” 

So saying he bade the Prince farewell, and the Utter, having 
returned hu salutaticm rode off. 

He pursued his coune rapidly and m a day or two amved at 
the abode of Oams, whom he found in the courtyard, busily 
engaged in tending hii sheep and goats. The old man was de 
lighted to sec him and beggM him to dismount but the Pnnee 
declined doing to, and went on to ezpUxn wbo he was in the Bme 
words he bad used to the Shetk Hajaar Oaxns was much asto* 
nished when he heard the account, and congratoU te d the young 
man on the happy change that hod come over him. 

“ Go on, my fnend, contmued he may Heaven prosper you, 
and give you strength to carry out your wise designa.” 

“ Farewell,'' replied Axgid, “ and tell young Isdril that if fortune 
fimnirt me, I hope one day to be back, end listen to his sweet 
music again m spite of the lions." 

With these words he rode away, and traveHnig on m due tunc 
reached his own aty He proceeded at once to the pdanf, and 
sought out the old Viner to whom he related all that had hap- 
pened to him, and all that he intended to do, without concealing 
anything. 

“And now ® said he, “lead me at once to the bon and let roe 
fight him and fulfil the law asallmyanceitors have done beforeme. 

The old man heard this speech with great pleasure, and almost 
wept for joy he tenderly embraced his young friend, and, smiling, 
told hnn not to run mto otremei nor to be m too great a burry , 
for that his trial with the Uon had better be put off for a week at 
least, and that m the meantime he needed rest and refreshment 
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To this suggestion Azgid acceded, and waited till the day his friend 
had fixed upon 

It at length amved, and very early in the morning the Pnnce 
arose and prepared for the combat He clad himself m a light 
garment, tying a sash around it, m which he stuck a sharp dagger, 
took a spear in his hand, and, accompanied by the Vizier, left the 
palace and proceeded to the mountain They climbed up the high 
steps and reached the top, whereupon the slave met them, and, 
going before, unlocked the gate The young man looked down 
and saw the lion, sitting on his haunches, at one end of the arena, 
he then shook hands with his companions, and committmg himself 
to the care of Heaven, sprang in The beast gave a loud roar when 
he saw him, and crouching down, drew himself slowly toward his 
opponent, glanng fiercely on him all the while The Prince quailed 
not, but gazed steadily on the animal, and advanced on him spear 
in hand , the lion now gave another loud roar, and bounding for- 
ward, sprang over the youth’s head He then returned, and con> 
menced licking his hands and rubbing himself against his body 
The Vizier now called out joyfully to his young fnend, telling 
him he had conquered, and begging him to approach , and, with 
die assistance of the slave, he lifted him out of the den, the hon 
foUowmg like a dog 

“Yes, Azgid,” continued the old man, embracing the Prince, 
“ the beast is tame and will injure no one , but, ignorant of this, 
you encountered him, and the proof of your valour is complete 
Come, then, and ascend your throne, for you are worthy of iL” 
They then began to descend the stairs, and Azgid, observing a 
couple of figures on the landing, asked the Vizier who they were 
“ I know not,” replied he , “I can see them, but the height is 
too great for me to distmguish who they are ” 

In a little while they reached the platform, when the new-comers 
proved to be Oaxus and IsdnL 

“ Azgid,” said the old shepherd, “ I have come to congratulate 
you on your good fortune and happy dehverance , and here, too, 
IS young Isdnl, whose music you so much admired, and whom i 
now present to you as your own ” 
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" Oaxiu,^ replied the Pnnee, “ 1 heartily thank you , and u for 
you, Aidril, you are no longer a Blare from this moment you are 
free. You tl^ be the companion of my Icisore houn, and enter 
tain me with your delightful aindns " 

TTicy now began to descend again , and Argid, observing a 
group on the second landing, asked the VUier who they were. 

“I know not,'* replied he, “I can see them, but the height is 
too great for me to distinguish who they are." 

In a little while they reached the platform when the new-comers 
proved to be the Sheik Hajaor, with a group of Arabs, leading the 
beautiful horse with which the Pnnee had been so much pleased. 

' Algid," said the Sheik, I hare come to congratubte you on 
your g<^ fortune and happy deliverance. I have brought you os 
a present the hone you us^ to tide when you honoured mo with 
a visit win your Highness deign to accept of It os a slight testk 
momol of my loyal regard ? ” 

"Valiant Sheik," answered the young man, “I am rejoiced to see 
you again, and receive with gratitude your noble gift , you could 
not hare given me anything mote acceptable." 

He then embraced the Sheik, and kissed the beautiful animal, 
who seemed to recognize him. 

They then b^an to descend; and the Pnnee, observing at the 
bottom of the stairs quite a concourse of people, required of the 
Vliicr wbo they were. 

" I know not," replied he , ** I can see them, but the height fa 
too great for me to dfatreguiih who they arc." 

In a little while they reached the end of the staircase, when the 
new-comers proved to be the Emir, with a large retinue of hU 
guards, with music and banners. 

“Azgid," said the Emir, "I am come to congratulate you on 
your good fortune and happy deliverance. I have brought no pre- 
sent , that I coosidered n^Iess, since mysdf and all that 1 have 
are yours." 

"Noble Emir cned the youth, “I cm rejoiced to see you — 
tell me, bow is rcnxidc? os soon os I have b^ crowned I re tend 
to visit her with the speed of lightning." 
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“-There is no need of that,” returned the other : “ come with 
me , ” and, so saymg, he led the young man to a splendid white 
steed, on which sat a lady, covered with a long veil The Emir 
lifted the veil, and Azgid beheld the beautiful face of his beloved 
mistress 

Their meeting, as may be imagined, was most tender and affec- 
tionate, and the Vizier, having ordered the music to strike up, the 
whole procession moved toward the palace 

“ How strange it seems ' ” said the Prince “ when I fled from 
my duty everything went wrong with me , but now, after fulfilling 
it, good luck meets me at every step ” 

Azgid was crowned the same day, and m the evenmg his nuptials 
with the fair Penzide were celebrated, they lived long and happily, 
and the Pnnce ordered the story of his life to be written m the 
annals of the kmgdom, and an mscnption m gold letters to be 
placed over the door of the palace, with these words . “ Never run 
ji ovi the lionl^ 


uf f|c gtmcms 


day* of yore there lived tn the flooriBhing aty of Cairo 
A Hebrew Rabbi, by name Jocbonan, who was the most 
learned of his nation. His Cime went over the East, and 
the most distant people tent thar yonng men to nnbibe wisdom 
&X)m hu bps. He was deeply al^ed m the traditions of the 
fathers, and ha word on a disputed pomC was deosrvc. He was 
pions, jost, temperate, and strict, but be had one vice a love of 
gold had seized upon his heart, and he opened not hu hand to 
the poor Yet be was wealthy above most hu wisdom being to 
him the source of nchea. The Hebrews of the aty were gncved 
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at this blemish on the wisest of their people , but, though the 
elders of the tnbes continued to reverence him for his fame, tlie 
women and children of Cairo called him by no other name than 
that of Rabbi Jochonan the Miser 

None knew so well as he the ceremonies necessar)' for initiation 
into the religion of Moses, and, consequently, the exercise of those 
solemn offices was to him another source of gain One daj, as he 
walked m the fields about Cairo, conversing with a youth on the 
interpretation of the law, it so happened that the Angel of Death 
smote the young man suddenly, and he fell dead before the feet 
of die Rabbi, even while he was yet speaking When the Rabbi 
found that the youth was dead, he rent his garments, and glonficd 
the Lord But his heart was touched, and the thoughts of death 
troubled him in the visions of the night lie fell uneasy iihen 
he reflected on his hardness to the poor , and he said, 

“ Blessed be the name of the Lord ' The first good tiling that 
I am asked to do m that holy name will I perform ” But he 
sighed, for he feared that some one might ask of him a portion of 
his gold 

While yet he thought upon these things, there came a loud cry 
at his gate 

“ Awake, thou sleeper I ” said the voice, awake > A child is 
in danger of death, and the mother hath sent me for thee, that 
thou mayest do thine office ” 

“ The night is dark and gloomy,” said the Rabbi, coming to his 
casement, “and mme age is great are there not younger men than 
I m Cairo?" 

“ For thee only, Rabbi Jochonan, whom some call the Wise, but 
whom others call Rabbi Jochonan the Miser, was I sent Here is 
gold,” said he, taking out a purse of sequins , “ I want not thy 
labour for nothing I adjure thee to come, m the name of the 
hving God ” 

So the Rabbi thought upon the vow he had just made, and he 
groaned in spint, for the purse sounded heavy. 

“ As thou hast adjured me by that name, I go with thee,” said he 
to the man , “ but I hope the distance is not far. Put up thy gold,” 
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“The pUce Ii at band ■ *aid tbe rtrangcr who wai a gallant 
youth, in magnificent attire. * Be ipcedy for tune prcMci." 

Jocbonan arose, dreased hmiaeir and accompanied the atrangcr, 
after having carcfoUy locked op all the door* of hia house and 
deposited hii kcyi in a aecret place — at which the rtrangcr tmiled. 

“I never rememher*’ aaid the Rabbi, ao dark a night Be 
thou to me as a guide, for I can hardly aee the way ** 

" I know it well," rcphed the rtrangcr with a siglu “ It Is a way 
much firequented, and travelled hourly by many ] .can upon mine 
arm, and fear not* 

They journeyed on and, though the darkness ^/as great yet the 
Rabbi c^d tee, when it occasionally brightened, lhat he was m 
a place strange to him. 

« I thought, said he, *' I knew aH the country for leagues about 
Cairo, yet I know not where I am. I hope, young man " said he 
to hts companion, * that thou hart not missed tbe way And bis 
heart htm. 

‘ Fear not," returned the itranger j “ your Joumey is even now 
done." And, as he spoke, the feet of the Rabbi sbpp<Kl from under 
him, and he rolled down a great height ^Vhen be recorcred he 
found that bis companion had fallen also and stood by his tide. 

“Nay, young roan," caid the Rabbi, "if thus thou tportest with 
the grey bain of age, thy days are numbered. Woe unto him who 
msnlts the hoary head I " 

The stranger made an excuse, and they journeyed on some Ltt’* 
farther in silence. The darkness grew less, and the astonBh 
Rabbi, lifting up his eyes, found that they ha I uf* to tb 
of a aty which he had never before aecn. ket hu Lx. w *ji toe 
cibes of the land of Egypt, and he had walked but half an hour 
from his dwelling m Cairo, So be knew not what to think, but 
followed the roan with trembling 

They soon entered the gates of the aty which was lighted up as 
if there were a festival in every house; The streets w er e full of 
rerelleii, and nothing but a sound of joy could be heard. But 
when joebonan looked upon their faces, they were the faces of men 
pained withm and he saw by the marks they bore, that they were 

? 
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Mazikm • He was temfied in his soul, and, by the light of the 
torches, he looked also upon the face of his companion, and, 
behold ! he saw upon him too the mark that sho\\ ed him to be a 
Demon. The Rabbi feared excessively — almost to fainting , but 
he thought it better to be silent, and sadly he followed his guide, 
who brought him to a splendid house in the most magnificent 
quarter of the city. 

“Enter here,” said the Demon to Jochonan, “for this house is 
mme The lady and the child are in the upper chamber ” And 
accordingly the sorrowful Rabbi ascended the stairs to find them 

The lady, whose dazzling beauty was shrouded by melancholy 
beyond hope, lay in bed , the child, m rich raiment, slumbered on 
the lap of the nurse, by her side 

“ I have brought to thee, light of my eyes I ” said the Demon, 
“ Rebecca, beloved of my soul ! I have brought unto thee Rabbi 
Jochonan the Wise, for whom thou didst desire Let him, then, 
speedily begin his office , I shall fetch all things necessary, for he 
is m haste to depart ” He smiled bitterly as he said these v ords, 
lookmg at the Rabbi, and left the room, followed by the nurse 

When Jochonan and the lady were alone, she turned m the bed 
towards him, and said, 

“ Unhappy man that thou art ! knowest thou where thou hast 
been brought?” 

“I do,” said he, with a heavy groan “ I know that I am in a city 
of the Mazikin.” 

“ Know then, further,” said she, and the tears gushed from eyes 
brighter than the diamond, “ know then, further, that no one is 
crer brought here unless he hath sinned before the Lord What 
my sm hath been imports not to thee— and I seek not to know 
thine. But here thou reraainest for ever — lost, even as I am lost” 
And she wept again 

The Rabbi dashed his turban on the ground, and, tearing his 
hair, exclaimed, “ Woe is me 1 Who art thou, woman, that speakest 
to me thus ? ” 


• Demon*. 
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“ I am a Hebrew woman " *aid ih^ “ the daaghter of a Doctor 
of the Iawi, In the atj of Bagdad, and bcxng bronght hither — h 
nuttcn not how — I am married to a Prince ampng the ifazikm, 
even him who was sent for thee. And that child whom thon tawest 
Is oar fiist-bom, and I could not bear the thought that the soul of 
our innocent babe fhoaldpcnih. I therefore besought my husband 
to try and bnng hither a pneit, that the law of Moses (blessed U 
hu memory I) should be done, and thy fame which has spread to 
Bagdad, and lands farther torrardi the rising of the son, made me 
thmk of thee. Now, ray husband, though great among the Msn 
km, IS more just than the other Demons and he loves me, whom 
he hath ruin^ with a love of despair So he said that the name 
of Jochonon the AMse was famPlar unto him and that he knen 
thou wouldst not be able to rdose. ^Vhat thou bast done to give 
him power over thee is known to thysclC’ 

“I fwear, before HcaTen," said the RabH, “that I hare eret 
dibgently kept tbe Uw and walked steadfastly according to the 
tmditions of our fathers from the days of my youth Dpwurd. I have 
wronged no man In word or deed, and I hare daDy worshipped the 
Lord, minutely performing all the ceremonies thereto needful.'* 
“Nay," said the lady “all this thou mightest have done, and 
more, and yet be bi the power of the Demons. But time passes, 
for 1 hear the foot of my husband mounting the stair There Is 
one chance of thine escape.* 

tVhat Is that, O lady of beanty?* said the agonised RabbL 
"Eat not, dnnk not, nor take fee or reward while here, and as 
long as thou const do thus, the hlasikhi have no power orer thee, 
dead or alive. Hare courage and persevere.'* 

As she ceased from ipcakmg, her husband entered the room, 
followed by the nurse, who bore all things requisite for the mmls- 
traUon of the RabbL Wih a heavy heart he performed his duty 
and the child was numbered among the Faithful But when as 
usual at the conclunon of the ceremony the wine was handed 
round to be tasted by the child, the mother, and the Rabbi, he 
refused it when It came to him saying, 
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“ Spare me, my lord, for I have made a vow that I fast this day, 
and I will eat not, neither will I dnnk ” 

“ Be It as thou pleasest,” said the Demon ; “ I will not that thou 
shouldst break thy vow ” And he laughed aloud 

So the poor Rabbi was taken into a chamber looking into a 
garden, where he passed the remainder of the night and the day, 
weeping and praying to the Lord that He would deliver him from 
the city of Demons But when the twelfth hour came, and the 
sun was set, the Pnnce of the Mazikin came again unto him, and 
said, 

“ Eat now, I pray thee, for the day of thy vow is past" And he 
set meat before him 

“Pardon again thy servant, my lord,'’ said Jochonan, “in this 
thing I have another vow for this day also. I pray thee be not 
angry with thy servant ” 

“ I am not angry,” said the Demon ; “be it as thou pleasest . I 
respect thy vow.” And he laughed louder than before. 

So the Rabbi sat another day m his chamber by the garden, 
weeping and praying , and when the sun had gone behind the hills, 
the Pnnce of the Mazikm agam stood before him, and said, 

“ Eat now, for thou must be an hungered It was a spre vow 
of thine ” And he offered him daintier meats. 

And Jochonan felt a strong desire to eat, but he prayed inwardly 
to the Ixird, and the temptation passed, and he answered, “ Excuse 
thy servant yet a thud time, my lord, that I eat nob I have re- 
newed my vow ” 

“ Be It so, then,” said the other . “ arise, and follow me ” 

The Demon took a torch m his hand, and led the Rabbi, through 
winding passages of his palace, to the door of a lofty chamber, 
which he opened with a key that he took ftom a niche in the wall 
On entering the room, Jochonan saw that it was of solid silver- 
floor, ceilmg, walls, even to the threshold and the door-posts , and 
the curiously carved roof and borders of the ceihng shone m the 
torchlight as if they were the fanciful work of frost In the midst 
were heaps of silver money, pikd up m immenst urns of the same 
metal, even over the bnm. 


THE CITY OF THE DEMONS 


lOI 


“ Tboa halt done me x temccablc act, Rabbi,” and the Demon t 
“ take of theae what thoa plcaaeat ajr, where It the whole." 

cannot, mj lord," uid Jochonan. "I was adjured bj thee 
to come hither in the name of God, and in that name I came, not 
for fee or for reward." 

“Follow me," taid the Pnoce of the Mazibn, and Jochonan 
did to mto an inner chamber 

It was of gold, as the other was of i3rer Its golden roof was 
repportcd by pillars and pllaitcra of gold, resting upon a golden 
Boor. The treasures of the kings of the earth would not purchase 
one of the four and twenty tcsscIs of golden corns, which were dis- 
posed in tu rows along the room. No wonder 1 for they were filled 
by the constant labouri of the Demons of the hline. The heart 
of Jochonan was moved by avarice when he saw them shmlng m 
yellow light, like the autumnal tun, as they reflected the beams of 
the torch Bat God enabled him to persevere. 

**Thesc are thine," sard the Demon one of the Teasels which 
thou beholdest would make thee lidiest of the sons of men, and I 
grre thee them ah" 

But Jodionan refused agidn, and the Prince of the hlnrildn 
opened the door of a third chamber which was called the Had of 
Diamonds. When the Rabbi entered, he soeamed aloud, and put 
his hands over his eyes, for the lustre of the jewels daziled 
as if he had looked upon the noonday tun. In vases of agate were 
heaped diamonds beyond numeration, the smallest of which was 
lai^ than a pigeons egg. On olabaster tobies lay amethysts, 
topazes, mbies, beryli, and aH other predons rtonca, wrought by 
the hands of ckilfQl artlfts, beyond power of computation- The 
room was lighted by a caibondc, whkh, from the end of the hall, 
poured to cver-irring fight, brighter than the rays of noontide, but 
cooler than the gentle radiance of the dewy moon. This was a 
sore trial to the Rabbi , but he was strengthened from above, and 
be refused again. 

“Thou knoweit m^ then, I pcnreive, O Jc)chonan, son of Ben- 
David," said the Prince of the Mazflda. “ I am a Demon who 
would tempt thee tp destruction. As thou hast withstood so fia^ 
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I tempt thee no more Thou hast done a service winch, though 
I value It not, is acceptable in the sight of her whose love is dearer 
to me than the light of life Sad has been that lo\ c to thee, my 
Rebecca ! should I do that in Inch v ould mal e thy cureless 

gnef more gnevous? — ^You have yet another chamber to see," said 
he to Jochonan, who had closed his ejes, and was prajnng fervently 
to the Lord, beating his breast 

Tar different from the other chambers, the one into which the 
Rabbi w'as next introduced was a mean and paltry apartment wnth- 
out furniture On its filthy walls hung innumerable bunches of 
rusty keys of all sizes, disposed mthout order Among them, to 
the astonishment of Jochonan, hung the keys of his own house — 
those which he had put to hide when he came on this miserable 
journey — and he gazed upon them intently 

“ What dost thou see,” said the Demon, “ that makes thee look 
so eagerly? Can he who has refused silver and gold and diamonds 
be moved by a paltry bunch of rusty iron ? ” 

“They are mine own, my lord," said the Rabbi “Them will 
I take, if they be offered me ” 

“Take them, then,” said the Demon, putting them into his hand 
“thou mayst depart But, Rabbi, open not thy house only when 
thou retumest to Cairo, but thy heart also That thou didst not 
open it before was that which gave me power over thee It w’as 
well that thou didst one act of chanty m commg with me without 
reward, for it has been thy salvation Be no more Rabbi Jochonan 
the Miser ” 

The Rabbi bowed to the ground, and blessed the Lord for his 
escape. “ But how,” said he, “ am I to return, for I know not the 
way?” 

“ Close thine eyes,” said the Demon 

He did so, and, m the space of a moment, heard the voice of 
the Prmce of the Mazikm ordermg him to open them again And 
behold, when he opened them, he stood in the centre of his own 
chamber, m his house at Cairo, with the keys in his hand. 

When he recovered from his surprise, and had offered thanks- 
givings to God, he opened his house, and his heart also He gave 
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tliDB to the poor he cheered the heart of the widow, and lightened 
the deititution of the orphan. Hu hospitable board was open to 
the itianger and his parse was at the lemce of all who needed to 
share it His life was a perpetoal of benevolence, and the 
blessings showered upon him by all were rctnmed bounUfally apon 
him by the hand of God. 

Bnt people wondered, and said, la not thu the man who was 
called Rabbi Jochonan the Miser? What hath made the change?” 

And It became a saymg m Cairo. When it came to the ears of 
the Rabbi, he called hu fnends together and he avowed hu former 
love of gold, and the danger to which it had exposed him, relating 
all whit^ has been above tc^d, m the hah of the new that 

he baht by the aide of the nver, on the left hand as thou goest 
down the course of the great stream. And wise men, who were 
scribes, wrote it down from hu month for the benefit of manhnd, 
that they might profit thereby And a venerable man, with a beard 
of snow who read it m these books, and at whose feet I sat 
that I might learn the wisdom of the old time, told it to me. And 
I write It m the tongue of England, the mmy and the free, on the 
tenth day of die month Niaan, in die year according to the lesser 
computation, fire hundred nmety and seven, that thou mayeit learn 
good thereofi If not, the fault be upon thee. 
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H ANY hundred years ago, ^^ hen the renowned CahphHaroun 
al Rasohid ruled in Bagdad, there lived in tlie ton n of 

Balsora a merchant of good repute, who Mas called Jus- 

Stl£ He had received a considerable property by inheritance from 
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his Cither, and hli paternal house, which irai esteemed aa the most 
splendid palagg of the town, was rituated on one of the finest spots. 
He was obliged to keep a great number both of male and female 
dares, u for the management of hu household aflain, os also 
to assut him m his commercial pursuits, for hii boimess was rery 
extensrre. Thelargest warehouse In the baaaarof the alybelongcd 
to hnn and it was always filled with the most prtaons goods, which 
he caused to be collected from the remotest parts of the globe — 
either in ships or on tlie backs of tus camels. There you might 
sec all the rarest and choicest gifts of nature, together with the 
finest and nchest productions of art, the most costly tissues and 
stuffs, the most raluable ressds and implements of nb’er and gold 
elegant jew^ery and trinkets, adorned skilfully with sparkimg 
stones of considerable raloe, heaped up one on another But the 
agreeable manner and contrast m which all these were exposed for 
sale gratified the eye more than even the costly articles themselres. 
It was not, therefore, to be wondered at that the crowd in his ware* 
house, m so great and nch a aty, was \tTf numeroDS. 

It had already become a custom for people to apply to Jussuf If 
they wished to boy anything which had come in liuUon with the 
wealthy cttixen either on account of its intrinsic Tolue or of its 
skilful workmanship. Could they find the required goods as fine 
or as beoutifol at another magazme, ttQl they always preferred to 
go to Jussuf, even If they paid him more dearly for them. They 
felt confident that they should find ercrythmg more genuine, more 
h a n dsome, and more tasteful there than at any other merchant t. 
Thu, howercr, may have been only a favourable prepossession 
but It is nererthelcss certain, that m no other warehow were so 
many objects, alike useful and ornamental, collected together, as in 
Skill y nssuL 

And as his bus in ess fiotmshed more and more so hu nches in* 
creased from day to day At the some bme hu cores and exertions 
m watching after the number of men whom he employed, hu zeal 
in the equipment of his ships, and m the forwarding and dispatch- 
ing of hu caravans, mcreased m equal measure. 

He had continued hu business m this way for several years, and 
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had altogether neglected his health through his perseverance and 
unflinching attention, when he felt at once that his usual strength 
was declining, and that he should soon become exhausted unless 
he permitted himself at times to take some recreation He there 
fore very willingly took the opportunity which offered itself aca 
dentally about this time of buying a fine estate It was situated 
only a few miles from the town, by the side of a stream, in a coun- 
try as pleasant as it was fruitful, combining means for hunting and 
for fishing , and the pnce was so moderate that he resolved on the 
purchase without much consideration He purposed to detach 
himself for a few weeks from his business, and to devote himself to 
pleasure and repose m the quiet and calm of his country residence 
He caused a new and elegant country house to be built by a skilful 
architect on an eminence, instead of the old one, surrounded by a 
- large pleasant artificial garden As all was settled and prepared, 
he shut up his warehouse at the end of every week early enough 
for him to nde over There he would repose from the troubles of 
the precedmg days, and recreate himself with hunting and fishing, 
and collect new strength m the peaceful serenity of his country 
estate. 

But custom IS often stronger than our inclinations he had be- 
come so accustomed to an active life, that his thoughts always 
returned to his wares in his warehouse, or to his ships that were 
transporting his goods over distant seas Hence it happened that 
he soon entertained a hope of drawing large profits, as well as the 
restoration of his health, firom this country residence He em- 
ployed himself very successfully in the chase and m fishing, or in 
raismg choice flowers m the beds before his house, or else with the 
care of rare foreign birds, which he fed and kept m a large aviary. 
But these only charmed him for a time the chase of wild beasts 
appeared to him too soon to be but a cruel sport, fishing was 
tedious , the cultivation of his flowers, too, was monotonous , and, 
if he contemplated the imprisoned foreign birds, he heartily pitied 
them because they were deprived of freedom One day he had 
tned everything to divert himself, but without success , at last he 
seated himself, half discontented, m the open colonnade which 
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extended along the side of his cotmtry house, and his eje gianced 
orer the flower beds before him unto the extreme dhtance there 
bis could follow over a small tract the coune of the nver 
Schat al Arab, which, ruing at the months of the Euphrates and 
Tigris, flow* between ehore* clothed with Tcrdure. Some large 
matiant ships were sailing by, acrcral fiihing-boati were risible. 

“Ah, thou magnificent stream I* exclaimed Jusiu^ who had 
giTcn himself to reflection after he had newed it for some tone 
“what a pity that thou moat &11 into the sea so soon below the 
kingly town of Bedsora I There thou art, wasted and forgotten 
the navigator on the great sea never thinks that the streams of his 
native country flow mmgied with the waves through which the keel 
of hia ship cuts. Now then," oontmned he, after a short reflection, 
“ It u all the better for me now 1 am stBl active m busmess my 
ships set out at mormng, noon, and evening my camels march to 
InduL through the deserts of Arabia, and the plains of Tartaiy and 
Paaia, thousands and thousands of men call me still the nch and 
great merchant Jossut^ and praise me u the most lucky of mortals 
yet a little while, and my existence will be lost as thme, in the sea 
of eternity* 

Among such earnest considerationj and soliloquies, he had 
hardly observed that a large vanegated butterfly hovenng over 
the noghboumig flower-bed, moved slowly to and fro just as if it 
were undeaded m choosing on which flower it would alight He 
was very attentive to it* broad wmga, which ghttered with the most 
splendid colours, while the insect, brilhantly vanegated, settled on 
a scarlet poppy as though it wished to echpse the magnificence 
of the flower with the variety of its difierent hue*. 

“What splendid colours 1 What beautifully ddmeated wmgi I 
exclaimed Jussufi “ Oh that 1 might possess the rare insect 1 fhe 
dyen who stain my silk Etnflj^ and the weaveri, mq;bt take the 
livelmets of the cdouia, the design, and the welWrought com* 
bination of colours, for a pattem.” 

When the butterfly settled itself qdtetly on the poppy, Jussuf 
approached it carefully to catch it , but, as he had no other con- 
venient thmg at hu hand, he took ofi* hu tuiban, and covered the 




I 08 JUSSUFy THE MERCHANT OF DALSORA. 


butterfly and the flower. The butterfly had not flown away, there- 
fore it must be under the turban Already he rejoiced at his lucky 
capture, and was proceeding to raise the turban sloi\l) a little on 
one side, in order to sewe the imprisoned insect securely, when he 
remarked that the turban was raising itself, and tliat under it a 
human form wsis grow’ing up higher and higher out of the flower 
Full of astonishment, he drew back a step. As he kept his eyes 
fixed on the object, a maiden of astonishing beauty appeared before 
him, such as he had never before seen Her face was veiled, and 
his turban was on her head smilingly she remo\ ed it, and extended 
It to him, saying, with a mischievous look, 

“There, fnend Jussuf, take it again this turban is accustomed 
to ornament a brain in which rule very' earnest and high tlioiiglits , 
it would, perhaps, feel very badly honoured were it to serve as a 
covenng for my fnvolous capnccs ” 

“Thou jestest, high daughter of a genius," exclaimed Jussuf, 
sinking on his knees : “ thy mcomparable beauty testifies that thou 
art no ordinary mortal, if even the wonderful manner in winch 
thou hast appeared had not fixed it beyond all doubt " 

“ It may be,” replied the maiden, “that thou hast rightly guessed 
But that is no matter , I am come here to-day to help to banish 
your idle tlioughts come, run a race with me.” 

Immediately she threw the poppy w'hich he had coxered with 
his turban roughly m his face, and ran away Jussuf remained 
irresolute, and looked after her , then she stopped her pace, and 
called back to him, 

“Art thou transformed mto a statue? canst thou not run? run, 
and catch me, if you can ” 

Her mischievous manner gave her an irresistible grace, which 
urged him to begin the race, even although he did not wish to 
jom m It She flew on, alloiving him sometimes to approach her, 
and then turned suddenly aside out of the way, and ran over the 
turf to avoid him she did not even spare the flower-beds , and 
when she wanted to escape from him, she passed over tliem with- 
out carmg for the finest plants. The more she provoked him m 
di/ferent ways, the more he exerted all his strength to ^-at^-h her, 
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At last the tppocred ohamted, «nd threw henclfi breathing hotnly, 
on a bank erf tort Here i5 an asylum," exclaimed she. 

Tired and breathlen with the unusual exertion of running, he 
foDowed her example, and sat down near her on the bank. Whfle 
they were resting, she plucked some dowers and branches of a 
fleranshmg shrub, which bmj ^read itself from the bank mto a 
green roof over thar heads, and skilfrillj wore a garland- 

“ Come," said iho to Josso^ when the wreath was ready " come, 
let us throw up the garland." 

She arose at these words and led him to the nearrst open space 
the leaped around, danang in a orde and holding the garland on 
high m her nght hand, and then threw it np high mto the air 
The garland of flowers rose while she sang these words t 

** Rise, tboa gerbad frtsk ml blr 
Bksd thy hae% ta Hqaid tUr 1 
CcvttT&nl tfrikia^ Buy tt tboQ be 
A Mrj ceroosl tar am," 

High above the ehocti of the sunotmdmg trees it teemed to 
remam hovermg m the snnshme which lighted the coloun of the 
flowers, inducing a very peculiar splendour Then it sank down 
gradually in toft vibratioas, and settled on her bead as if she had 
placed It there herself as a crown. She took it from her locks 
and handed it to Jussuf 

•Now It is thy turn,” said she, “throw it up, and sec whetha 
It win £m on thy head." 

Jussuf took It and threw it as high as he could but it did not 
from hit hand attain the sunny height, and the garland fell qmckly 
and at a great distance, to the ground before him. By the time 
he had altogether recollected himself she was at the tpiot, and had 
already raised the garland, and was langhmg heartily at his awkward 
nesa. She threw it up danang m the former manner and sang 
the spell. Thas time also the garland ascended high above the 
tops of the trees into the sunshme, and sank down on her head 
as at first Jussuf most needs try again, bat he succeeded no 
better than before. There u pon’ he threw it up, and caught 
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It once more After she had thus shown him several times, she 
cried out, laughing mischievously, 

“Well, hast thou not yet observed why thou failest? Why dost 
thou not sing my little song when thou throwest up the garland? 
Try once more, and smg the spell , then it will succeed better.” 

Jussuf did so He threw the garland and sang the verse , and, 
behold, the garland hovered in the sunshine, and descended in soft 
vibrations on his head, crowning his turban. 

“Dost thou see?” said the maiden, laughingly • “the spell is of 
very great avail ” She threw up the wreath again several times, 
and then she took it, and exclaimed, “ Now it is enough, but the 
game wdl be tedious ” She threw it up high, and sang : 

“Flower-garland, raise thee high, 

Float in sunshine brilliantly. 

Lend thy vaned hues, to shed 
Light on the darksome forest head ” 

The garland floated far out over the open space towards the edge 
of the park, there it melted suddenly in the air, and the blossoms 
rained down as it were on a dark cypress, and clung to it, so that 
It was adorned at once with a number of splendid flowers Jussuf 
saw this with astonishment 

“Well,” exclaimed he, “thou conjuresL How is it possible that 
a cypress-tree should bear such beautiful blossoms ? " 

But she answered, “What is there to be wondered at? 'WTio 
would make such a commotion about a merry game? Come,” 
contmued she, “ let us play at bail.” And jumping up, she picked 
a npe pomegranate from a neighbounng tree, placed herself at a 
tolerable distance from him at a shrub, and threw him the apple 
for a ball Jussuf had been very fond of playing at ball in his 
younger days, and still possessed some skill, so that he caught it 
“Well, mdeed, well done,” exclaimed she, as she caught it from 
Jussuf, who had not thrown it quite straight, with the same ease 
as if It had fallen from the hand of the ablest thrower 

They threw it in this way several tunes to each other, till at last 
Jussuf let It fall 

“ Oh I ” cned she, “ well done • whoever lets it fall, to him the 
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III 


poniihinenl u dae." And when ihe hnd caaght the pomegnmate 
the winked at him, and cxdauncd "Now come back, I will 
gnre yon a blow on the face." But Josiuf remained where he was, 
watching for the throw, that he might avoid it " Come back," the 
nid sdll bat he remained ttoQonaiy 
Then the breathed low tome words over the pomegranate, and 
threwittnddenlyat Jutmt Hewithed toavoid theblow by bend 
mg down quickly, bnt before be could tucceed, he fdt it on hts 
forehead. The pomegranate was so violently thrown that it burst 
m pieces. The n u mer ou s grains lay scattered on the ground bat 
hsidly had they touched the earth than they changed mto so many 
wasps, which flew mto the oir and swarmed round his head. In 
die angoith of their stbgs, he held his bands before his eyes and 
ran on, but the twarm of wasps followed him, boning around 

him. 

“Throw now thy turban on the ground • called the maiden at 
last to him, who was tundmg in the distance, loudly laughing at 

hit <.n gtmh. 

He listened, and obeyed her call without thinloog of it, and 
qmckly an the wasps crept under the turban. He stood m astonish 
ment, and looked at the turban. Tben the maiden approached 
bun with cetsdess laaghter and said 

“What has happened to thee, &icnd Jnssuf? ^Vhy dost thou 
gaze upon thy turban with such onzioai attention? It b a pity 
they are not bees, the honey might be collected there. Take it up 
and put It on thy bead.'* 

He stooped down and raised it with caotious slowness but, to 
his astonishment, all the wasps had disappeared only a green 
luard ran to and &o and was lost among the grass and the leaves 
near the pathway 

Where did that go ? " asked Jossol^ reflectingiy “ That was 
a pomegranate and became wasps, and where ore they now gone?" 

‘^Vhatl rejoined the maiden j “where did it go? ^Vhowoold 
ask snefa a thing? How are wasps and pomegranates generally 
produced in this world ? Or can you tell me bow it is that grass 
comes up and grows out of a grain of seed? or how u it that a 
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fig-tree can spring np from each little seed of the fig ? The case 
IS just so , and if people would ask questions about everything, 
there would be no end to such inquiries But man must not 
mquire too closely Come,” continued she, quickly changing to 
a quieter and more mischievous manner, "Dost thou see those 
figs hanging on the branch over the way? let us see if you can 
jump high enough to reach and pick them ” 

He saw the figs, and sprang, but did not nearly reach the height 
at which they hung She encouraged him to jump again and 
again, and at every awkward spnng she laughed at his fruitless 
exertions She then took a short run with little steps, and, floating 
as easily m the air as if she were borne on wmgs, plucked the figs, 
and then was wafted down as softly on the other side, 

" See,” said she to him, holding out the figs, " here they are ; now 
we will eat them together We have earned them WHth one spnng ” 
Jussuf declined them "They all belong to thee,” said he, 
" for thou alone didst pick them I could not reach.” 

"Do you wish to make me angry?” said she " Hast thou not 
tired thyself more than I ? — there, take and eat” She forced him, 
by her fnendly manner, to eat half the figs , while she pressed the 
other to her lips, sucked a little of its juice, and then threw it 
away "I did that," said she, clapping her hands, "that thou 
mightest not soon forget me now tliou must thmk of me for 
some time ” 

Immediately she began a new game with him, and after a short 
time another, and so on, contmually changing the sport. The 
serious Jussuf jumped, and hopped, and danced just as she wished, 
and tned to perform all the tncks she invented, as if he were a 
boy. At last they came to a fish-pond which was m the garden 
She jumped into the boat, which was standing all ready, and rowed 
with ease into the middle of the httle lake Then she stopped 
and called to him, 

" Come here, my true playfellow, come to me ” 

Jussuf stood on the bank, and would have willingly walked to 
her through the water , but he knew that it was too deep, and he 
could not swim. 
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“Art thou not coming?* said she, “art thou afraid of the 
water?" 

“I cannot swim,* answ er ed he. 

‘ Well, that is no conseqncnce" the called out “do os I da" 
And at these words she ^rang lightly cot of the boat, and walked 
over the surtice of the waves os if on dry land , the water did not 
c^-en moisten the sole of her sandal 

“ Oh that I could 1 " exdatmed JnsroJl * But I am too heavy , 
I should sink at once.” 

The maiden had m the meantime sprung back into the boat, 
and called out, “ If thou wilt not come to me I will never come 
again to thee nor will I now stay any longer with thee. Evening 
IS drawing near For the future, then, thou mayest sit alone and 
grow ill tempered and if thou ever wisheit to see thy playmate 
again, thou mayest seek her in the native country of the N’ancgated 
butterfly, which thou believedst thou hadst caught to-da) but which 
bu floira away Recollect, and come before I have counted ihree. 
One — two— three.* As she said the last number she disappeared. 

Jofsuf now saw the variegated butterfly flutter over ^e lake 
and lose itself among the flowers of the pirdcn , the boat moved 
back towards the bank where it had before b^ placed. The 
abandoned Jussuf stood for some time, as if m a dream but 
when the evening twilight vc2ed the distant hills he awoke to 
consaousness. Then the occurrences of the day appeared like 
a wonderful vision to his soul In the silence of his chamber he 
soon threw himself on his bed ond here everything recurred to 
ha memory, and he now wondered less at the wonderful appear 
ance of the maiden than at himself— that he a senoos man who 
till now had Uved in the activity and cares of busmess, should 
have amused himself for several hours with childish games, at 
which he had not before played since hli earliest boyish days. 
Gradually his thoughts passed mto dreams. 

He awoke late the next morning The sun was already high in 
the heavens, and his slaves had long been waiting at the threshold 
of the door which led to his room, to receive his commands. Ho 
remembered that he wished to retum early In the morning to the 
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towTi, because it i\as his custom rcgutarl) to keep open Ins are- 
house on this da) of the ucck It proved, therefore, ver) acpcc- 
able to him, when he went out, to find lus iioisc was standing 
ready saddled before tlic house 

After he had dressed qmclK.and tal cnhisbrcal fast, he mounted 
his splendid Arab steed, and rode tovards JJalsora, followed bj 
several slaves When he amved at the ba/a,ar to open hts ware- 
house, a number of customers were ahead) assembled, and the 
crowd increased at every moment, so that he eould hardlj satisfy 
all— he had not hands enough When all was produced that was 
wished for, time was wanting to give the inqmren. the needful 
information about the worth and qiiaht) of the poods, and if a 
purchaser wished to pay for his articles, he had no tune to count 
over the monc), but he placed it unrounted in lus monev-box, 
trusting to the honour of his customers Hus press of business 
so fully occupied his attention, that he soon forgot his last night’s 
adventure, though at first the form of lus fair pla)'matc was present 
to his soul So many days passed awaj in the bustle of lus vast 
employment 

One day, about the end of the week, when he was bus) in his 
warehouse, the public cner went by, offering for sale some small 
foreign insects and butterflies, and holding the ease in which they 
were in the air, "Who will buy," he exclaimed — "who will buy 
fine bnght silken creatures, very cheap, v cry cheap ? ’’ J ussuf raised 
his eyes by chance, while conversing with a customer about a neck- 
lace of jewels, and perceived in the case the beautiful butterfly w hicli 
he wanted to catch himself a few' days before, and out of which 
his comical playmate had raised herself from the poppy 

Then his words died on his lips He looked at the cner, dumb 
for a mmute, and then called him back quickly " Let me see," 
said he, and when he had convinced himself that he was not 
mistaken, he offered the man at once a thousand sequins, without 
allowing him to ask anything 

The cner gave him the case quickly, as if he feared that Jussuf 
would repent of his purchase, and smilingly received the purse 
of gold 
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"I thank thee," said he. * It fa well that I know thee to be 
an amateur in inch thing*. If I get any more, I will certainly 
bring them to thee firat People tay, indeed, that thou dost not 
sell cheaply I have convmced myjelf thou also payest well for 
what thou porchascsL* Overjoyed, and pnufing hii good fortune, 
he went away 

Jussuf had scarcely received the case of Insects when he care- 
fully eiaimned it in a division of hi3 warehouse whilst a red blush 
mantled over }us fiice, and his looka betokened the greatest plea 
sure. The bystander* could not believe that he was such a lover 
of insect*, and inch a connoitieur, and they conjectured that hu 
eyes most ha>e discovered some extraordinary \^ae ra the pur 
chased case. But from this moment Jossuf paid httle more at 
tention to hi* business. This ataence of mmd Increatcd every 
moment, and often consed bun to a*k quite a tnfbng luni for very 
preaoaa goods, and an unconscionably high one for those equally 
insigmhcant. He could icarcely o^nceal ht* chagnn whenever 
new eextomen made their appearance and all saw with wonder, 
how — contrary to hi* usual custom — he hailed with joy the tune 
for dosing hu warehouse and how Joyously be departed with hi* 
cose of insects ! 

Immediately he wrapped the case m a doth, and had it carried 
by some slaves who accompanied hmi to his house. Till now he 
did not know why he hod »o much value for the butterfly , he was 
only led to purchase it by some impulse and bad not os yet given 
himself any reasons for it For the first time as he lay quietly in 
bed, he asked himself this question * What shall I do with thee?" 
Then — ‘^The other butterfly flew away over the flower* of my 
^rden tome day* ago , this is dry and piercedt os if it had been 
dead for many years. What connection can it have with my bngbt 
and waggish pbymatc, who is only fit to be a daughter of the 
genu?" 

He recalled to himself irerythmg in the remarkable occurrence 
—even the most trifling events that happened in their difierent 
gunes, from the appearance of the maiden to her disappearance 
ont of the boat, rctnmed to his mmd. Then he thought over her 

8—3 
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last words "What did slic say ? ” said he to himself " Did she 
not say, ‘If thou shouldst wish to see me, thou must seek me m 
the fatherland of the sanegated bulternics ? ”’ 

Now a thought shot through his mind winch made all perfectly 
clear to him He confessed to himself that he had been more 
happy svitli her fun and play than he had been before since hia 
boyhood, and that he had then quite forgotten all the can s and 
troubles of business He camcstl) longed to have aluajs about 
him so merry a playfellow, to afford him diversion with her childish 
mirth 

"This plajanate of thine," continued he, speaking to himself, 
"if she has entirely disappeared, and no track leads to her, has not 
a chance fallen into thy hands by this butlcrflj ? Still thou canst 
seek for her m her native land But what naturalist could name it 
from this imperfect description, without having seen the bultcrfl) ?” 

He then recalled to his memory many talcs which he had heard 
in his childhood, m which were instances of daughters of genu, 
who, becoming the wives of mortals, blessed them m a wonderful 
manner, and, after the death of their husbands, returned to tlic 
kingdom of the genu 

Amid such thoughts as these he sank into slumber, and awoke 
the next morning with the firm rcsohition of seeking the daughter 
of the genu, and of choosing her for his wife The first thing, then, 
was for him to discover the native country of the butterflies , for it 
was there that he was to find her He took, therefore, the butterfly 
out of the case from among the other insects, and set out for one 
of the suburbs of Balsora, 

There lived in one of the last houses a man who he was aw'are 
knew not only the name of every beast, stone, and plant, but also 
the hidden strength of nature and her mysterious operations Tins 
man had once been his master, and to his instruction Jussuf owed 
his intimate knowledge of the manifold productions of nature out 
of which the various goods were manufactured in different lands, 
and which afforded him the means of always purchasing the best 
and most superior articles, whereby he obtained such a crowd of 
customers In order to show his gratitude to his master for this 
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instruction, he hud given him oat of the mhentance of hu fiither 
this Urge house, with the surTOaDding vast garden, that he might 
live undisturbed in his secret stadics. 

With this man he now took refuge hoping certainly to recare 
from him some information about the native land of his silken 
butterdy Upon his knocking at the door on old servant, the only 
one m the house, opened It, and led him into a chamber in which 
hu old master was sitting upon a cushion, before a large table 
cov er ed with a black doth. Rolls of parchment with unknown 
characters, compasses, a sextant, a triangle, and other Instruments, 
lay scattered round in disorder. He received Jossuf with friendly 
nods, without nemg from hit cushion, motiomng him to sit down 
opposite, and then said 

Ah, ah 1 my Jossuf, this u a rare visit Hast thon at last been 
able to spare an hour from thy bosmess to pay a visit to the old 
Modibjah? I hear that thou art become the most popular merchant 
in all fialsora, and that thon hast immense connections. I am glad 
of It then an LI right and prosperous. What one has once chosen 
for his calimg, for that one must cntirdyhve. IVhat we do must be 
done well and may that one lire who devotes hu life to a useful 
activity 1" 

Jussttf was prevented by a certain shyness from mentioning his 
wish at once to hu grave master He said how he had longed to 
see him once more, to hear bow be was , and reproached him ten 
derly for not coming to see him. He added that he had certainly 
a great many cunous things m hu warehouses, and that he had pro- 
mised himself the pleasure of showing them all to hu wise master 
Perhaps be might find among them somethmg that might be useful 
to him, and it would be a pleasure to him to give it -o him. 

At these words Modibjth laughed and answered, "I want 
none of thy goods. WTiat I wanted thou hast given me while 
thou contmucst to me this house and garden as my property I 
am contented, so that I remam undisturbed- Here I can devote- 
myself to my reflections and my pursuits undistracted and unob- 
served by the curiosity of mankind. Then I should have erred m 
visiting thee for thy time is equally taken up with the cares and 
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business of Ihy profession , and I siiould bill Iiavo disturbed thee 
with my visits But noiv speak,” said he, ending Ins disc ourse 
“I see from thy looks that a parliciil ir request brings thee tome ” 
Jussuf blushed that his master should lia\e so seen through bun, 
and then related to him how the numerous cares and c'eriions nl 
his business had produced a prejudicial effect on Ins health, and 
how' he had been obliged to seek duer^ion , tint he iiad then re 
newed a partiality which he had m Ins bojish } ears, and had agaii 
begun to collect bullcrflies and other insects “ But,” continued 
he, “the necessary knowledge is wanting to me Some da}*, ago I 
bought by chance a collection of bultcrnies, of whose names ami 
native countrj' I know nothing” lie drew out the bov at these 
words, and held it open before the old man 

But hardly had he glanced at it when he shook his head silentlj , 
and, considering, at last he said, “ Poor Jussuf ' Still thou wishest 
to inquire about it as of secondarj' import, ns if I did not know 
that thou only comest to me for tins reason Art thou gone so far 
as to play the hjqiocnte w ith thy old master ? ” 

“Well, then, I am cunous to learn the name and tlic rountr} of 
this butterfly,” answ'ered Jussuf, with a trembling ^olce 
Then the greyhaired old man raised himself from his cushion, 
and looked at Jussuf with such a searching and piercing glance, 
that he was constrained through his shame to cast dow n Ins cj cs 
“Still, I should do thee injustice were I to blame thee,” con- 
i' uued he " I know' that thou art still innocent I can only lament 
( iat thou shouldst have fallen into the snares of mj implacable 
enemy In order to obtain the viclorj^ o\er me, she will seek to 
rum thee” He laid his hand on his forehead, and sank into pro 
found reflection 

At last Jussuf broke silence, and said, “ I do not understand 
thee What enemy dost thou mean ? See, it is my fault for not 
having told thee the whole openly Now' shalt thou know' all ” 
He then related to him, wnthout any reserve, the transactions of 
the previous days 

When he had finished, the old man answered, “ Now' thou hast 
been candid with me, and hast a claim to equal sincerity on my 
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■tde. But I know that thou ait not now capable of heanng the 
truth — that it u a tuelen trouble to attempt to cure thee of thy 
delusion. If I were to conceal the native land of the buttcrfliei 
from thee, I know that thou wooldst find ways and means of learn 
ing what thou now deiirest to discortr TTion wouldit fam 1 nd 
her who 15 thy enemy although thou deemest her to be thmc inno- 
cent friend- I will show thee the way (o her But I will think of 
ways and means to guard thee against her wickedness. For that 
purpose I must know thy exact age. If ihoo hast not qmte for 
gotten thy former love for thy true master, tell me now the day and 
hour of thy birth." 

Jutsuf willingly told him the day and the hour for he was very 
glad that hlodibjah promised to tell him the nativ'c country of 
the butterfly What he said about the wickedness of an enemy he 
took for the wbtms of on old mao and therefore it did not weigh 
at on with him. In the meanwhile, Modlbjah had gone into a 
ade-diambcr, and now brought out a large deep box, whflst he 
cleared away the parchments and lostrume its spread alxiut on the 
table. On the cover a great number of cross lines were drawn 
through one another, and among them were worked innumerable 
gold and silver stars. After he had carefully traced oU these, he 
produced a small box of ebony, slolfriny inlaid with streaks of 
mother-of pearl 

I have reckoned thine age," said he " thou art now just thirty 
years, tune months, and seven days, and eight hours old. AH these 
yens, months, days, and houii form the figure of fifty-fou^ God 
be praised and Hts great Prophet, it is not yet of the wo jL" 

During this speech he sat down, and at a nod from hun Jossuf 
seated himself opposite. Then he pressed a hidden spring m the 
httle black box, the lid tpnmg up and be shook the contents be- 
fore Jossuf on the table. They were a number of half-moons, httle 
stars, triangles, and other figures of ivory 

"Count out fifty-four of them," Mid he. And Jussuf did it 

After the old man bad quickly collected the remainder together, 
and placed them agam m the box, he called to him to throw the 
figures that he had counted out m the oir m such a manner 
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they should fall down on the table cloth Jussuf did as he was 
desired, and the figures spread themselves in their fall over the 
whole table The old man considered them attentively for some 
time, and began to murmur, half-smging, a form of words in a 
foreign language, and touched with his finger quickly, as if he were 
counting one or other of them, now and then taking away one and 
placing It with the others in the box He repeated his w ords twice, 
and counted and pointed ivith his finger, taking away from the 
figures as at first, till at last there only remained nine Now he 
began another speech, which appeared to Jussuf to be in a different 
language, and sang it three times, while he took away more of the 
ivory figures, and pointed to some of the gold and silver iv orked 
stars At last he had collected all the three nearest constellations 
“ It is good,’ said the old man, w'lth a joyful and tranquil counte- 
nance “ I now know what I wanted , now I can tell you what you 
so earnestly wish to know If thou wishest to find thy vain, tnfling 
plajTnate, go towards the nsing of the sun till thou comest to a 
toivn of Persia, m the neighbourhood of which are situated the 
ruins of an old royal city, now destroyed There stay till the third 
day after the new moon Then go to the ruins in the evening On 
the eastern edge, at some distance from the heap of relics, thou wnlt 
find a large well formed stone, which once served as the head, seat 
thyself on this stone, cmd at the moment when the narrow' illu- 
mined streak of the moon, like a fiery ship, seems to swim over the 
mountams on the horizon, call out the word ' Haschanascha,’ and 
a sign-post will soon appear But then thou art still distant from 
the object of thy journey But may the exertions and vicissitudes 
of thy long travel so lessen thy foohshly-ardent desire that thou 
mayest listen to the voice of a prudent friend, who ivill certainly be 
near thee when thou hast need of him ” 

Hardly had Jussuf heard where he was to go w'hen he sprang 
out of his seat, m order to take leave at once of Modibjah, and 
to commence his j oumey The wish which Modibjah had expressed 
was hardly heard by him 

Wait, wait," said the former , “ who know's whether we shall 
ever see each other agam? This journey leads thee far aw'ay, and 



‘i/USSVP THE ifERCHAHT OF BALSOrA iii 


I tm old Thoa art also a mortal, iriio maTCst be ovcrwbelmed by 
the daugen thou hast to encoimtcr Here, take thii as a token of 
remembrance.'* At these words he reached him a small leathern 
pouch. 

" What u this ? asked Jussuf after he had opened it, and saw 
m It a rather opaque roilk white stone, at the bottom of which a red 
spark seemed to ihme. “ That u certainly a talisman." 

It IS a talisman " answered Modibjah ** esteem it for my sake. 
Use It when thy strength and mtellect are not suffiaent for thee. 
As long as thou pcrcavcst the spark, then wilt proceed in the nght 
way, and wflt not encounter any danger but the contrary will 
happen when the spark appean to be quite extinguished Then 
breathe over it the name Ra*/^hana»rV»« * Do not allow it to be 
taken away from thee, either by force or by stratagem nor give it 
willingiy as a present to any stranger’s hand If thou shouldst wish 
to make an experiment, throw it behind thee over thy head" 

Juasuf thanked his master for the present, and hid the talisman 
m his bosom he then took leave of his master m an absent spint 
and hastened home. He immediately gave his slaves the necessary 
diarges, committed the care of his hoose to an old iaithfal servant, 
locked up his warehouse m the bazaar and proceeded in the evening 
of the same day with a tram of twenty armed and wcD-mounted 
followers, and with forty camels loaded with gold and precious 
thmgs of all kmds, and With oil necessaries, out at the eastern gate 
of the oty of Bilsora. Whoever perceived or heard that Jussuf 
had set out on a distant journey believed that he had gone to fetch 
some rare goods which he could not entrust to hii servants and 
people were generally m canons expectation to sec what could be 
the mterest m any jewels that should mducc the so greatly-altered 
merchant, who till now let eveiythmg be managed by his servants, 
to go himself on the journey and with so umBll an escort 

Jussuf kept exactly to the rule of his old master and proceeded 
straight towards the nimg of the cm. He reached with his httle 
caravan, without any particular adven tu re s , the plains which extend 
between the moxmtauu and the Peraiin Sea. But here the summer 
beat was so op p ressive that he turned more to the left towards the 
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nortli, that he might find in the neighbourhood of the mountains 
some shade from the trees and, above all, springs of water, which, 
murmuring down from the mountains, might serve for coolness and 
refreshment to them, after tliey had wandered far in the plains 
through dry sand He proceeded for some days towards his desti- 
nation without the occurrence of anything unusual or remarkable 
After some days, he reached a spot where a small rivulet flowed 
between two mountains 

The opposite side of this mountain extended out a long way 
towards the sea-coast, so that there was only a ver}' narrow slip of 
the plain Unceitain whether he should go straight towards the 
sea, or turn off to the left along the valley through which the nvulet 
wound, he ordered his slaves to stop He looked round to see if 
he could not perceive m the surrounding country some track to 
indicate the proximity of men, of whose advice he might avail him- 
self, but there was not a hut, nor a tent, nor a flock to be seen far 
or near Although fertile, the country appeared quite desolate 
Some of his slaves advised the direction along the sea-shore, be- 
cause there were imprinted the footsteps of camels and horses of 
earlier travellers, others suggested, on the contrary, to advance 
along the nver But Jussuf shook his head at these counsels 
“ Why should w'e,” said he, “ enter m uncertainty on either of 
those roads? If we proceed to the right by the sea-coast, it will 
lead us too far south , if we follow the valley of the nver, it wall 
conduct us straight to its entrance towards the north , but farther 
up It may take another direction, whereby w'e might be enabled to 
contmue our route, even if it be a very wunding way, or w'e may 
ascend the mountains, which wall probably be higher and steeper 
near the source of the nver Our camels already throw a long shadow’ 
on the earth, and in two hours we must select a place for repose 
It IS therefore more prudent to stay here Tw'o roads evidently 
unite at this point, and therefore it cannot be long before some one 
amves from one side or tuc other, who can give us the desired 
information So make preparations to pass the night here ” 

As he commanded, so they did The slaves unpacked from the 
camels what was necessary, and quickly erected a tent for their 
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cmter of variegated painted poles and thick lilk ituffi. Then they 
kindled a fire on a neighbouring spot, and made preparations for 
the meals of aH 

In the meantnne, Jussuf wandered to the foremost height of the 
mountains, towards the \’ancy of the nver and rejoiced at the nchly 
blossoming flowers which teemed heaped on all the shrubs, and at 
the magnificent counti) and the refieshmg air which floated up 
to him out of the As he walked carelessly along, his foot 

struck against a npe raeloo, which still hung fast to a withered 
branch. ** Well, " thought he to himself “a juicy melon Is a re- 
freshmg fruit m the heat of the day” He picked it and took it 
home to the encaiupmenL There he delivered it to a sbvc, and 
charged him to take care that it was freed of its seeds, and brought 
up to his meal with the other dishes. He then entered his tent, 
which bad meanwhile been erected anu stretched hmuelf on his 
soft cushion covered with costly cloths that be might rest anhile. 
He soon sank mto slumber exhausted with the fatigue of the day, 
but he was shortly roused from bis dream. Two of Jus &la\‘es stood 
at hts couch and exclaimed. 

Master I master I coraj out and sec me wonder I ” 

*‘^Vhat » the matter?” said he raismg himself up. 

‘ O master the melon ! " they called out at once. 

"Well, what of the melon? Perhaps it is beginning to decay, 
or Is it not good for anything? if so throw it away Was it worth 
while to wake me up about that?" 

" Oh no master do not be angry, but that is not it,” said the 
slaves. 

‘ Perhaps one of you has eaten it, not knowing that I picked it 
for myself?" 

‘ No master I no master 1 " cned the slaves as it were with one 
mouth. Who would do that ? Come and see yourself 

‘I see I must come myself if I wish to learn what has happened ” 
said Jusiufi half unwillingly and rising from his couch be followed 
them out of the tent They led hun to the place where they had 
made preparations for the meal There he saw a melon, in form 
Hke the one which be had found but of such a gigantic tire, that 
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he had never before seen one like it “Whence, then, comes this 
monster of a melon?” said he to the slaves, ivko sverc standing at 
a distance wth signs of astonishment and fear. 

“Yes, master, that is the same melon that you brought here 
yourself,” answered several voices at once 

“ But that was so small, that I could conveniently span it wth 
my fingers, and carry it in my hand,” returned he, “ but three men 
could scarcely surround this with their arms ” They assured him 
that It was the same melon which he had bought “ Then,” con- 
tinued he, “things cannot go right if a npe and gathered melon 
can grow to such a monstrous size ” 

At these words, the slave to uhom he had given the melon came 
to him and said, “It may well be that things do not go nght ” He 
then related to him that he had laid the melon down where the 
large one now lay, that when he had come near it, at a later 
penod, a great wasp had settled on the melon and pierced it w ith 
Its stmg Hardly had it flown away, when a bee came buzzing, 
and lodged on it after stinging it, this one also flew away From 
this moment the melon grew larger and larger , and they should 
have called him to see the wonder long ago, had not tliey all been 
fixed wath cunosity and astonishment to see what would happen 

Since the nsing of the moon, which was now beaming aboie the 
honzon in full splendour, had the melon ceased increasing They 
asked Jussuf what should now happen, and imagined that he would 
not ask them to cut up and pare the melon 

“ That we cannot do,” said they, finishing their speech, “ for it 
IS evident that magic is at play here An ordinary melon cannot 
grow any more after it is npe and picked off the tree , and even 
if that were possible, it could not m any case grow to such an 
immense size as never has been seen before m tiie w orld WTio 
knows what is hidden in it ? ” 

“Oh, you silly cowards 1” exclaimed Jussuf, provoked at the 
terror of his servants, — “shame on you) You are m a foreign land, 
and do not consider that everything here is not exactly as it is at 
home What can be concealed m it? Outside is the peel , under 
the peel is the pulp , and m the middle is the texture of cells, mth 
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the »ee<J». I-ook here," said he to iboie who stood next to him, 
as he took off bis short broad scmutar t ‘I will cot off a piece, that 
jTW may see that it is as I say " 

While he spoke he made two vigorons cuts— one along and the 
other across the melon so os to loosen a four angled piece of the 
peel Now he commanded one of his slaves to hft up the piece. 

As the slave amiomly approached the melon in order to obey 
the command of his master the piece sprang out of it with won 
derfol strength over his head, so that he tumbled backwards on 
the ground l^rom terror 

“ Mahomet, great Prophet, stand by us 1 ” exclaimed the slaves, 
when tb^ taw ^is. But toon their ojtonishroent changed to terror, 
and they oil ran hway when toddenly a human figure rose out of 
the aperture m the melon and, with one spring stood before Jus* 
luf The latter drew back, startled os much at the sudden and 
unexpected appeannee of the man as at hit unusual figure. Tbe 
top of hb perfectly flat Cice was disfigured by two monstrous e) es, 
and by long block eyebrows, whldi extended over the greatest part 
of his face. On his short upper hp he bad a narrow but long hauy, 
stiff substance, the ends of which reached to the crown of his hea^ 
and there intcrnuxcd with bu hair m two tufts, which stood side- 
ways b the air like antennae. His dress was marked wiih bright 
shming stnpes of a black and bnmstone colour, and behind him 
a transparent head-covenng hung m two gauze-hTce wings nearly 
down to the ground. His dothes fitted light eTcr^where. He also 
wore a girdle round hU body which rendered bs leanness still 
more striking Besides this, the nafl of his middle finger was very 
long, and bent over IQcc a hoe. His whole figure had the appear 
ance of an immense wasp. 

The man had hardly obs er v e d that Jnsrof shrank before him, 
when he seized the wings of hU head-dress with both ius bard 
hands, and gave a leap os if he were trying to fly 

Jnstnf was too frightened to ask him who he was, and what he 
wanted. Bat the man immediately uttered a guttural grumbling 
sound, which was probably mtended for a ton^ , and Jussuf heard 
these words: 
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"I come, a slave at one’s behest, 

Who knoweth more than thou canst tell , 

She wamed thee, whiles of fnends the best. 

Of bees that lurk in homed bell 
Guide well thy course , nor seek, proud man, 

Whate’er thou deem’st a better way, 

She can each hidden secret scan — 

So follow thou without delay ” 

■\Mien his song Avas nearly ended, another voice hummed on the 
side where the melon lay On looking there, Jussuf saw a second 
human form, as wonderful as the first, nse out of the aperture This 
one had a dark dress, inclmmg to olive-green, and his form was 
rather less slim than that of tlie former, but he had the appearance 
of a bee m human form Leaping also nearer to Jussuf, it sang m 
a higher but equally buzzing tone 

“Mark me well oh, what can be 
Direful wasps but plagues to thee? 

Thine is every vain desire , 

Yet the bees that never tire. 

They can serve and tend thee Well — 

The busy storers of the cell 

Keep me, then , thy path shall prove 

A path of hope that leads to love ” 

But the first one grumbled agam, so that Jussuf could not under- 
stand any more 

However terrified Jussuf might have been at this appearance, 
he yet collected himself, and said, “ Her dear servants seem to 
mean very well, but 

Before he had finished his speech, both of them were grumblmg 
and buzzing at him 

He understood still so much, that each of them wished to lessen 
the reputation of his fellow, and to make him suspected in his eyes 
Both turned against each other again, and hummed and buzzed at 
one another with unheard-of obstinacy Their struggle became 
constantly more vehement, and at last they seized each other in 
mad rage, and whirled round, struggling and buzzing in a circle 
Jussuf saw a kind of lance and a long dagger shine, and both of 
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them fell down pierced through at hU feet In their dying moments 
they begged hun to bury them in their cradle. He nodded atsu 
nngly and they lay dcid m the moment Immediatcl) Jossuf 
called his slaves to him who were standing in the distance m ear 
nest expectation and ordered them to cany the dead bodies to the 
melon. Bnt they refused, certamly with humble excuses, bat stiU 
With steadlut decision. 

'In the name of all natunl things,'’ said they "tre wiH prove 
to thee our certam obedience, but do not oslc us to make our 
selves undeao or to meddle with such unnatural appearances." 

He represented to them quietly that he could not place both 
the dead bodies in the hollow melon and that one of them must 
help him — that what he venttned they might also \'cnture but 
they denied perievcnngly, and no one appeared ready to lend a 
helping hand Angry at their obstinaiy Jussuf was on the point 
of chastisiDg them with the flat part of his sabre blade, when one 
of the ilaves called out, 

'Hold, bold, dear master 1 the dead bodies are no longer 
there I" 

They had certainly vanished and when he looked on the ground 
where they had lain, he discovered in the dust a dead wasp and a 
dead bee. 

“See, seel said he, m perfect astonishment “would not any 
one believe that all those things were only a delusion of the mind? 
If the great melon did not lie there now I should be uiclined to 
think that I had, in a mad fancy, taken the bees and wasps for 
large figures of men." 

At these words, he turned to the side where the melon bad been, 
and, lo 1 that had also disappeared Approaching nearer he found 
in Its place the httle melon again, just as he had picked it during 
his walk. In its side he discovered a small four-ongled opening. 
Then he went quickly back, fetched the two dead insects, and put 
them through the aperture mto the melon. 

It njay now be os it may” said he to himself “I promised 
them to bury their dead bodies m the melon, and I fulfil this pro- 
mise." 
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“Now, you will not wsli to cat any of this enchanted melon?” 
inquired one of the slaves, and as Jussuf shook hts head tn the 
negative, and at once entered his tent, the slaic gave the melon a 
kick with his foot, so that it rolled all the ivay down the lull, and 
fell below into the nver that flowed there. 1 he waves swept over 
It 

The night passed tranquilly At first, Jussuf could not get any 
sleep, for the events of wonder had so stirred up his soul At last 
fatigue conquered, and he slumbered till near morning 

In the commencement of his journey he had made an arr.angc- 
ment that four of his slaves should watch everj night alternately 
In the morning he asked with uncommon curiosity whether nothing 
had happened in the night, or whether no traveller had passed by 
from whom they might learn the direction But no one had 
gone by 

LoW'Spinted at not having any sure direction for Ins joumcv, he 
struck his bosom, and said, “So arc we borne away and removed 
from good fortune" He had with the blow hit the pouch con- 
taining the talisman which he had received from his master Modib- 
jah, and which till now he had quite forgotten He pulled it out, 
opened the pouch, and said, “Thou hast disclosed ihjself in a 
good hour Come, tell me whether I shall do well if I proceed 
through the valley along the river-sidc ” 

After he had considered it, he exclaimed j'oyfully, “ Yes, >es, the 
resolution is good , the fiery spark still shines living in the stone ” 
He immediately gave orders for departure, and the procession rode 
out into the valley His slaves wondered that he who had been 
so uncertain about the direction should now be so secure, and take 
so confident a resolution The journey was much more pleasant 
in the valley than it had before been The air from the stream was 
cooled, for a mild breeze was always breathing through the valley, 
and they soon reached an inhabited place, and learned that they 
were in the direct road to a small toivn, in whose neighbourhood 
were situated the nuns of the old royal city Pleased as Jussuf 
was at this news, still it was rather disagreeable to him he remem- 
bered that on the evening of his adventure wath the melon the 
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moon wu m fall tplendcmr and he conld cow caicclate that he 
would amre »everal day* too early for the fiat object of Im jcrar 
nej And what ihoold he aet about In that tnulll town tiJ 4 on the 
third day after the new moon, he ihonld find his sign-post? How 
ever, he continued on bu way by small day journeys. At last he 
came to the httle town m whose neighbocrhood the nuns were 
situated, and stopped at a carav’anseran ^Vhilst hu people unloaded 
the camels and setttled everything he wandered idly through the 
town to sec loroethini, of iL In the course of his walk a young 
man presented himself to him who was willing to show him m 
passing the few cunoiities of the place. \\ hile they were con 
versing together they made ihemidTei known to each other, and 
Jossof learned that the young mans name was Hassan Assad a 
man of whom his people had often spoken to him in terms of com- 
mendation and who had been very cseful to him several tnnes in 
commissions for goods la Persta. He heartily thanked hnn, there' 
fore, and assured him of his pleasure at bong able to form bis per 
tonal acquamtance. Hasson also seemed very much pleased to 
have seen the far famed merchant from Baliora lace to lace, and 
offered to be hu guide and compomon as long as be remained m 
those parts. 

TcHnomrw ” said he, I have some necessary busmesi to do 
m Shirai, which I cannot put o£ But without doubt thou also 
art going there, for thou wilt certainly have to give large orders to 
the ablest silver and gold woiken, and to the most skilful silk 
weavers , and because personal acquamtance with our conespon 
denti u voy useful, I will Jom thee m thy Journey In this way 
It will not be necessary for us to sepoimte agam on the first day of 
our acquaintance, nor can h be disagreeable to thee to go with 
me, who am already ’mown there and can lead fhee to the dwdl 
ings of all those with whom I am connected in commerce." 

JussuTs mind had been but little turned on trade, and now he 
could not recollect the names of all the people with whom he 
transacted busmets m Shiiax betides, he had a certain aremon 
to ditdoie the true reasons for his journey so he let his friendly 
companion enttrtam the idea that be had come to Fenu for the 

9 
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purpose of purchasing and gmng commissions And, because he 
must still wait several days for the new moon, he willingly accepted 
Hassan’s proposal, and promised to accompany him the ne\t morn- 
ing to the great and celebrated town of Shiraz, and to spend some 
days with him there The distance to Shiraz was not far, and Jussuf 
reached it with his new fnend the nevt day before the noonday 
heat Hassan conducted him m the afternoon to the house of a 
rich merchant, with whom he had long had considerable dealings 

“ Here,” said he, “ I bring you the far-famed merchant Jussuf 
from Balsora, whose name cannot be strange to you, since you have 
long done business with him He has taken this journey to make 
new purchases, and also to become personally acquainted with 
those who have hitherto served him so satisfactonly ” 

The dealer was very glad to become acquainted with the re- 
nowned Jussuf, and, as what Hassan had said appeared very 
natural to him, he contmued, “If I do not mistake, I furnished 
thee lately with a considerable quantity of oil of roses Thou wert, 
then, pleased with it ? ” 

Jussuf assured him of his perfect satisfaction with the supply 

“ Ah,” contmued the dealer, “ thou must now again give me a 
commission, for I have at present a much better supply, and I 
can let thee have it at a very moderate price, although it is of a 
supenor quality ” 

Jussuf was ashamed to confess that he had entirely neglected 
his magazine and warehouse, and could not thmk of his business 
He therefore left him m his error, and gave him a considerable 
order for oil of roses But, as he thought of travelling farther, and 
the tune of his return was not decided, he ordered him to wait for 
further mstructions for sending the oil Still, he paid the amount 
beforehand In this manner he went to all his fnends m trade in 
Shiraz Hassan conducted lum, announcing that his appearance 
m Persia was to give orders , and so he was seduced mto fresh 
commissions and fresh purchases At the silk-weavers’ he ordered 
many hundred pieces of silk stuffs, at others, a quantity of gold 
and silver stuffs, at the jewellers’ costly tnnkets, and gold and 
Silver vessels, and implements. His companion not only led him 
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to focb and worlcen u be ms tlread/ tcqtuonted mth m 

btirinc**, bat introdnced him to 111*117 othcra. TTicy mdaced him, 
partly by the beauty of their good*, jMrtly by then- moderate prices, 
to citenaiTO parchaaet, ftod to take hrmtelf large ordcra 
for good* which he promised to iciid them from Baliora. It 
coaid not fail that a merdunt of ®nch fame a* Jocof) who gave 
so many orders in the same town should attract altendom They 
•ought after him with a friendly spmt m every place they asked 
him to all the feasts which were given m those days m the families 
where he was known. Now he was to appear at a banquet in the 
town then at a mral feast m one of the largest and most splendid 
gardens m the suburbs. People exerted themselves on all tides to 
•bow him honour snd to give him pleaxnre. 

The new moon had arrived m the meantime, and Jussnf bad itOl 
SO many mntations that he would have been obliged to remain dll 
after the full moon to fulfil them alL But the thud evening after 
the new moon had been named to him as the deosive moment, 
and be would not neglect it Hasaan persuaded him s troogly to 
stay a few more days, and those who bad invited him pressed him 
very much , but be contmued stead&st against longer delay and he 
set out early on the durd day after the new moon for the little town 
where he bad left hu slavei and camels. 

On amving there, he found crerything in order He rested dH 
evening, and then went out, without any compaiuons, to the nuns 
of the destroyed town. Before sunset he was on the eastern side 
of them, and had soon also found, at some distance, the 
out stone. He seated himself on it, and the sun had hardly gone 
down when he observed the moon ndmg a golden ship through 
the blue of the obsenre sky He waited with palpitating heart and 
annous impatience feu the moment whoi it should seem to stand 
on the mocntauwidges on the western horizon. Then he called 
out qmckly ind loudly, Haschanascha ! " He expected thnf at 
this call a gmde would immediately appear to htm but nothing 
appeared. The moon was, in the meantime, sunk behind the moon* 
tuns , bot the bright and sparkling stars still lighted the blae 
sky He stood by the stone on which he had hitherto sat^ and was 
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going to return to his people in the town, discouraged at his 
deluded expectations, when he heard his name called by a well- 
known voice. He turned towards the place from whence it came, 
and soon recognized, m the hght of the stars, his friend Hassan, 
whom he thought he had left that mommg in Shiraz. 

“Well, well,” said he, as he drew nearer to Jussuf, “it seemed 
to me that thou stopped behind the mountains Whenever I wished 
to speak ivith thee of thy journey, thou always soughtest to evade 
me, and turned the conversation some other way. Now all is clear 
to me . with me thou needest not have made any mystery of it , 
smce I find thee here to-day, the third day after the new moon, I 
already know everythmg, I regret very much that I must serve 
thee m this case, for I have already conducted many on this road, 
and none of them have ever come back.” 

“ How, Hassan Assad, thou the guide that I was to find here ? ” 
exclaimed Jussufi “ Thou wilt lead me to the object of my desures?” 

“ No,” answered Hassan, “ I cannot myself conduct thee I can 
only brmg thee on the right road , but come, now, and follow me ” 

He led him back near the extensive rums of the destroyed city 
they soon found tolerably passable roads, the few unobstructed 
tracks of the former pnncipal streets of the large royal aty , but 
they were often obhged to scramble over the rubbish of overthrown 
buildmgs, across pillars, and the remains of mighty columns His 
guide turned now nght, now left, to seek the easiest road, then 
backwards, then forwards They imght, perhaps, have spent an 
hour scramblmg about m this manner, when at last Hassan arrived 
at a passage, closed with a small iron door, which was not covered 
with rums here he took a httie silver hammer, and knocked mne 
times on the head of a great nail which was m the door at each 
knock he stopped for some seconds, and Jussuf heard the sound 
m singular tones mside the door, as if it reached to a great distance 
At the last stroke the door flew open, and showed a row of steps 
leading down to a ceUar-like vault 

“ Here we must descend,” said Hassan , “ here thou wilt see 
many wonderful things, and thou wilt have nch presents , but take 
care not to refus t any presents, or to speak a word only when tliou 
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irt ftiked if them hast enough, alwayi ansirer no till they abuse thee 
as an unreasonable penon, and ask thee what thou stQl desrest, 
then say the irord ‘ Ketlafgat, — it is the name of a taJisman, with- 
out which thou canat never attain the end of thy wishes.” 

Jtusuf ob se rved the w o r d, and promised to obey his instructor. 
They now descended the steps together, and the door closed be- 
hmd them with a great noise. As they proceeded m profound 
darkness, Jussuf thought of the talisman which he had received 
from Modibjah he wished to see if he were walking m the right 
road and drew it out of the pouch although it was very dark, he 
ttni discerned the bright red spark m the stone. He now descended 
after hii gmde with more courage. They might have left about fifty 
steps behind when they arrived at a large room over this was raised 
avast round vanlt from the ground, m the form of a regular hemi- 
sphere. From the middle of the TOult hung a great lamp, on 
which, out of twelve branches, burned twelve long white 

flamea. The whole vanlt played with thousands of lights of this 
flame, as if it were fiiced with an innnmerable numbo of gmuTI 
mnTora. As Jussuf moved to one ndc, cmions to sec the cause of 
this reflection, he perceived that the vault was covered with eight 
large onental pearls of the greatest dearness, and that the space 
between four of them was filled op with a smaller He tned to 
detach one of the large pearls from the wall but it was to fast 
cemented that it was impossible to remove iL In the meantime 
his gmde had readied a concealed door, and had knocked three 
times with his little hammer on one spot The door sprang open 
and they entered a spaaous four-cornered room, on the waDi of 
which were very large fiieies, supported too by pfllars of solid gold. 
Bat each of the panels of the fiat part of the w^ stood on a trans- 
parent gay green smooth-polished stone, which Jussuf could only 
consider to be most valuable emeralds — howev er improbable it 
teemed. Hasmn allowed him no time to look about him he had 
already opened a third room widi the strokes of bis silver hammer 
The form of this was octagonal the pillars and sockets were of 
iilva- but the panels rested on a precious stone of a bright blue 
colour 
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In the same manner they reached a more splendid and larger 
room They had already passed through twelve without having 
found any hving creature Thus, with all this splendour, there was 
an unpleasant air of desertion, which oppressed Jussuf so much that 
he would willingly have imparted his feeling to his companion , 
but he strode on with such senousness and caution, in his passage 
through the opened doors and rooms, that he had not courage to 
■=-ay a word aloud After they had passed through the twelfth cham- 
ber, Hassan knocked three times with his hammer on the ground, 
which consisted of clear large and small quadrangles of the most 
m’agmficent polished stapes of jasper Immediately one of these 
quadrangles opened and fell back, as if it were a trap-door • here 
were disclosed many steps of beautiful crj’stal, which led down still 
deeper They descended, and the trap-door shut down behind 
them Jussuf saw no lamp by which the long descent of steps was 
lighted, nor any wmdow through which the light of day could enter, 
but stiU It was not dark around them, for at each footstep shone a 
dear blue hght He observed that this proceeded from a small 
ball which rolled down before him from step to step, and, every 
time that it alighted on a step, a clear blue ray of light streamed 
out, which spread out its rays till the ball had rolled to another 
At last the steps ceased, and before him extended a long passage, 
the opposite end of which was lighted by a clear point they ap- 
proached it, and soon discovered a folding-door with glass wmdows, 
through which shone the bnght daylight They passed through it, 
and found themselves m a splendid garden, full of rare flowers and 
shrubs, such as Jussuf had never before seen At the entrance, two 
slaves approached him, who bowed to him respectfully, but silently, 
and beckoned to him to follow them They led him into a large 
summer-house there sat some men whom Jussuf took for dervishes, 
they stood up and greeted him 

“ Thou comest to fetch the treasure of the poor,” said one of them : 
“ thy desires shall be fulfilled ” He immediately made a sign to the 
others, and they all moved off through another door. “ Men,” con- 
tinued he, “certainly are complete fools , they fix their hearts on such 
useless thmgs, and the more they have the more insatiable they are.” 
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He shook hu heed contcmptnoflsly Before he bad said any 
thmg more, the rcniaming dcryisbea came back, one bringing a 
nmnbcr of purses fiDed with seqoms , two others bringing precions 
boxes filled with pearls , the third, two boxes with great diamonds 
of the finest fire, a fourth, two boxes fall of the finest emeralds, 
and so e ach one another preaous thmg. 

Jassaf took all the things, and hid the boxes and the parses 
about his person- 

“Are yon satisfied?" saked the dervish who had first spoken. 

And Jossof answered ** No.* 

I said so," grumbled the dervish- And, at a sign firjm him, 
the others agam went and brou^t, as at the first tune, pnises of 
gold and boxes of jewels. 

“Hast thou cnoagh now?” asked the dervish. 

And Jusstt^wbo could hardly dispose of all about hnn, answered, 
“No” 

'With stQl greater signs of displeasure, the dervuh cansed a &esh 
harden of similar presents to be brought. And, as Jnsaf could not 
cany any more, he asked agam. Now hast them not enough, at 
last?” 

Rcmembenng Hsssan • Instmcbcms he again answered, “ No ” 

Thdi the dervish got up, and turned roxmd on one foot angrily 
and exclaimed, *'Thou shameful man, art thou insatiable? Thou 
canst not take all with thee that thou hast already received, and 
thou must load thy companion also with the trifles m order to 
convey them hence, and yet thon hast not enough, thou glutton 1” 

Immediately the other (jemshes soirounded him, and screamed 
out, as from a cave, * Glutton I impudent creature I avaricious 
man 1” 

“And what dost thou want now?* asked the dervish. 

Then Jussuf said the word that Hassan haH taught him for 
occasion- “ RetlafgaL” 

He had hardly spoken it, when the other dncvishe* sat down, 
and he who had asked the question went out of the lommer-hoofe. 
He toon came back with a small box, which he gave to ’^ut ri f t 
U was made of mean wood, and without any ornament. 



134 ’^VSSUF, TtiE MERCHANT OE EaLSORA. 


In the same manner they reached a more splendid and larger 
room They had already passed through tAvelve without having 
found any hving creature Thus, with all this splendour, there was 
an unpleasant air of desertion, which oppressed Jussuf so much that 
he would willingly have imparted his feeling to his companion , 
but he strode on with such senousness and caution, in his passage 
through the opened doors and rooms, that he had not courage to 
-^ay a word aloud After they had passed through the twelfth cham- 
ber, Hassan knocked three times with his hammer on the ground, 
which consisted of clear large and small quadrangles of the most 
magnificent polished stnpes of jasper Immediately one of these 
quadrangles opened and fell back, as if it were a trap-door . here 
were disclosed many steps of beautiful crystal, which led down still 
deeper They descended, and the trap-door shut down behind 
them Jussuf saw no lamp by which the long descent of steps was 
hghted, nor any wmdow through which the light of day could enter, 
but still It was not dark around them, for at each footstep shone a 
clear blue hght He observed that this proceeded from a small 
ball which rolled down before him from step to step, and, every 
time that it alighted on a step, a dear blue ray of light streamed 
out, which spread out its rays till the ball had rolled to another 
At last the steps ceased, and before him extended a long passage, 
the opposite end of which was lighted by a clear point they ap- 
proached it, and soon discovered a folding-door with glass wmdows, 
through which shone the bnght daylight. They passed through it, 
and found themselves m a splendid garden, full of rare flowers and 
shrubs, such as Jussuf had never before seen At the entrance, two 
slaves approached him, who bowed to hun respectfully, but silently, 
and beckoned to him to follow them They led him mto a large 
summer-house there sat some men whom Jussuf took for dervishes, 
they stood up and greeted him 

“ Thou comest to fetch the treasure of the poor,” said one of them : 
“ thy desires shall be fulfiUed ” He immediately made a sign to the 
others, and they aU moved off through another door. “ Men,” con- 
tinned he, “certainly are complete fools , they fix their hearts on such 
useless thmgs, and the more they have the niore insatiable they are,” 
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He iliook hi3 head contcroptnotifly Before he had cud any 
rhing more, the rcroamtrig dervuhea came bade, ooe bnnging a 
nmnber of punea filled with seqom * , two othen bnngmg preaoiu 
boxes filled with pearU , the tiurd, two boxes with great diamonds 
of the finest fire , a fourth two boxes full of the finest emeralds , 
and to ea c h one another predons thmg 

Jossuf toot all the things, and hid the boxes and the purses 
about his person. 

** Are you satisfied ? * asted the dovish who had first ipotcn. 

And Jussuf answered. No.* 

pd so," grumbled the demsh. And, at a sign fi’om him, 
the others ogam went and brought, os at the first time, purses of 
gold and boxes of Jewds. 

" Hast thon enough now?" osted the demsh. 

And Jussufi who could hardly dispose of all about him, answered, 
“No'* 

With stiU greater signs of displeasure, the demsh caused a fresh 
burdenofsmulai presents to be btoughL And, as Josxnf could not 
cany any more, ho asked agam, * Now bast thou not enough, at 

last?" 

Rcmembenng Hassan • Instmcbons, he again answered, " No * 

Then the dervish got up and turned round on one foot angrily 
and exclaimed, “Thou shameful mao art thou Insatiable? Thou 
canst not take all with thee that thon hast already received, and 
thou must load thy companion also with the tnfles m order to 
convey them hence, and yet thon bast not enough thou glutton 1" 

Immediately the other (jemshes surrounded him and screamed 
out, as from a cove, ' Glutton I impudent creature 1 avonaous 
maul" 

“And what dost thou want now?* asked the demsh. 

Then Jussuf said the word that Hasson had taught him for this 
occasion, “ KetlafgaL* 

He had hardly spoken h, when the other diTvishei sat down, 
and he who had asked the queshon went out of the sommer-bouse. 
He soon came bock with a small box, which be gave to ^ussaf t 
It was made of mean wood, and without any ornament. 
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“ Here is what thou desirest,” said he. And, while he reached 
to him a small golden key, he added, “Henceforward thou no 
longer needest a guide Go where thy inclination leads thee thou 
wilt always be in the right road if thou do not open this box mth 
the key , but, if thou art once in despair, and all hope has vanished 
of reaching the end of thy journey, thou mayest then open it ” 

He made a sign with his hand, and immediately the two slaves 
were ready to conduct him away Hassan took the boxes and the 
purses, which Jussuf could not carry, in his pockets, and bowed to 
go away 

Then the demsh called after him, “ Many persons have already 
fetched the Ketlafgat from us, and it has always come back to us 
it will return from thee also ” 

The slaves led them another way out of the garden into the 
entrance of a cave in the rock, shut the door behind them, and 
left them in a dark passage They groped about with their hands, 
and soon felt a door Hassan knocked again nine times with his 
hammer, and, behold, the door opened at the last blow, and they 
issued out at another end of the ruins of the destroyed town into 
the open air. 

“ Now we dare speak again,” said Hassan “ "WTiat dost thou 
think of doing ? mornmg is not very distant Wilt thou not return 
to the town, and unload thyself of thy treasures ? ” 

But Jussuf shook his head thoughtfully, and said, “ "What shall 
I do? What shall I say? I have lately witnessed such wonders 
that I am almost unable to think I am no longer the man that 
I was, who had a decided will of his own I appear to myself like 
a play-ball to beings of a superhuman nature. Every man, how- 
ever, plays this part to a certain extent ” 

“Well, bethmk thee See, I have packed up the treasures for 
thee, and would willingly be released soon from thee, for I must 
return to Shiraz in good time to-day, as thou probably knowest 
Let us hasten, then, back to the httle town there thou canst 
consider with thy people what thou shaft do ” 

Jussuf followed him m deep thought, and, soon amving at the 
town, they entered the caravanserai. The slaves received their 
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nmter with joy, for they had become rispidoui at hu going out 
without attendant*, and, not coming back at night, they feared le*t 
wme misfortune ihould have happened to hirru 

After he had laid down thepui*c*and the boxes with the jewel*, 
he turned to Hassan, and taid, “Thou hast already performed *0 
many service* for me, that I mu*t trespass and require ttlll furthci 
from thee. I see that tWa tram will be more troubleiomc than 
serviceable to me In my long journey but I cannot leave it be- 
hind- I>o me the pleaiore of taking these slave*, camel*, and all 
the treasure* whkh are contained in each bale of goods, and travel 
with them a* if they were thine own property If I return happQy, 
and thou art willing ihould I be in need to let me have part bock 
again, I will accept it from thee as a free-will present, thould I 
not return, I than have no more need of them.* 

After a short conv er s a tion Hassan consented and immediately 
ordered his camels to be laden to retom to Shiraz. Juisuf took 
some of the boxes of prcaou* stones, a good number of purses 
with sequm*, and above all, the box with the tulitman Ketlafgah 
loaded his horse with them, took leave of Hassan with heartfelt 
thankfulness, commanded his slave* to obey their new master, 
mounted hi* horse, and rode at the dawn of mommg toward* the 
nsmg of the sun. 

Ju*suf had proceeded ten day* in thU direction without anything 
remarkable happening to him. On the evening of tlie eleventh day 
he amved at a high hill, which appeared frmtlcss, not a tree or a 
buih to be seen- There wa* not a village, a hut, or a tent withm 
hi* sight all round. He wit obliged to resolve to pa** the night 
under the open *ky, and looked about to see to what he could 
C'W \r6Siy vaVnai 

was afraid that it might run away m the night. At last, 6 nding 
nothing, he unbuckled the pack-saddle, and let hi* iteed pasture 
on the half withered grass, wWch was the only thing there. Then 
he lay down on the ground and soon fell asleep , but he suddenly 
awoke agtm, and looking for his horse, found It had vanished, 
he looked towards the place where the saddle was laid — that wt* 
not there either It was dear to him that a robber had taken hi* 
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horse He peered round m the deceptive moonlight, but could 
perceive nothing He was much gneved, and said to himself, “ It 
IS quite just I had a company of true servants, and have sent 
them away in a fnvolous manner, I liad immense riches, and hate 
given them into the hands of a stranger without surety, who may 
live happily in their possession whilst I must starve ” But he soon 
continued, with collected courage, ^'Yet of wnat use are all the 
goods of the earth to me? 'IVhat help would a whole army of the 
most faithful and the boldest companions be to me ? I seek a gift 
with which I shall ever be on the nght road, as the dervish said, 
and I always carry the box and the golden key with me. Every- 
thmg may go if the talisman Ketlafgat remains to me, which will 
preserve me if despair should seize me in the attainment of my 
wishes ” 

As he spoke thus to himself, he saw a number of nders appear 
m the distance, and he soon perceived that they were nding 
straight to him He looked round for some place of shelter , but 
there was no place on the level high plains w'here he could hide 
himself The nders approached nearer he saw them divide and 
form a cross, and so they advanced till they came quite near. Some 
of them alighted and went with drawn sabres to him He found 
that all defence was vam, and, thromng away his sabre, he knelt 
down, bowing himself to the ground like a humble slave 

“Seize him 1” called out the leader of the horsemen, “and seat 
him on a spare horse, and bring him with us, but, by your lives, 
stand by me, and see that he does not escape ” 

Both the horsemen to whom he had spoken these words inclined 
full of reverence to him, then seized Jussuf, bound his hands, and 
seated hun on a horse, and, taking him between them, rode, alter- 
nately seizing the bndle of his horse, at a fast trot over the high 
plains The remainmg nders followed at a little distance With 
short mterruptions, which were necessary for the forage of the 
horses and the rest of the men and animals, they contmued nding 
for several days About the tenth day they reached a wide valley 
through which flowed a great nver Jussuf saw cultivated fields 
gardens, and men’s dwelhngs They made him alight from his 
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borte, and led hm Into tbe little room of a houie. There they 
gave him e vei yt h mg necessary to mnVe himself dean after so long 
a joamey For a man who had before bred m the greatest afilu 
cnce, he had felt very heavily m these last days of hli impmonment 
hii want of deanliness it seemed to him, therefore, a most won* 
dcrfol faverar of fate that they now brought him water path which 
to bathe hunsdfi a comb, and tome omlmcnt for his beard, and 
signified to him that be wu to take a bath and anomt himselC 
After he bathed, combed his beard, and anointed himself^ 
he was condacted to die garden of the house, and here the owner 
of It advanced towards bon. After he had observed him with 
searching looks, he said to hit companions, 

^'Goodl the man ts quite right, keep him carefuDyand eramme 
hnn for rune days, then we will take hirp to hii place, and sacrifice 
him to tbe fire.** He winked with his eye, and ha servants tool 
him back to his chamber, whldi dicy carefully wtOched. 

In his sohtedt Jnssof thought over ha fate. He lamented again 
bis thoughtlessness in exposing himself alone to the dangers of a 
journey m on unknerwn countiy, be bewailed his £ste m fallbg 
mto die hands of fire worthippeis, and tned several times to open 
the box with the golden k^ Then said he to himselfi “What 
hope can I now have of attaining the end of my wishes ? 1 am a 
captive, and well watched , and if I am delivered fiom captmty, 
it win be to sacrifice me to the fiamet.' Often hope woke agam. 
He still possessed the treasures that he earned about his body and 
they were not m considerable he concealed them carefully, for ho 
hoped that they might be a means of bribery to his companions 
on the road to sacrifice, and that he might thus purchase his free- 
dom. He received daily clean and good food, ond would have 
had nothing of which to complain if he had not vranted freedom, 
and had not the fear of death before his eyes. 

On the morning of the ninth day he had a fiirthcr end faster 
passage from the house where he was imprisoned- Eighty black 
skves rode forward on white borae*. Then fame as many white 
flavcs on black hones. After these came a number of ndets, whean 
Jossuf could easQy discern to be those who had taken hnn prisoner 
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Behind these, and surrounded by them, rode the master of the 
country, whoTiad destmed him to be sacnficed. Then came t\\ enly 
venerable grey-headed men, in red and gold stnped garments, each 
of whom bore a broad glittenng blade, and a bundle of dry bamboo- 
sticks Behind them followed ten youths, with coal-dishes full of 
glowing coals And now Jussuf was brought forth, and, with his 
hands fastened, and his feet chained to the horse, he rode between 
his former companions Behmd him followed a number of armed 
men, and then a crowd of people In this order the procession 
wound along the valley Towards evenmg they chose a place for 
encampment, and struck some tents Jussuf was watched in a dis- 
tmct tent As he observed that stillness reigned in the camp, he 
approached the entrance of his tent, and called out> half aloud, 

“ I am very thirsty Is no one here who could bnng me a re 
freshmg dnnk ? ” 

The watchman who guarded his tent answered him, “ ^^^len my 
hour is up, I will fetch you some water from the nver Till then 
remam quiet” 

“Alas 1” sighed Jussuf, “my lips thirst not for water , my soul 
thirsts after hberty. I will prove myself very grateful if you will 
let me escape ” 

The watchman answered, “ I dare not , for my life is at stake ” 

This conversation contmued for some time. Jussuf offered him 
SIX purses of sequms, and a large diamond, which was worth ten 
tunes then value He had still a box of the finest and most costly 
diamonds, which he had taken from Hassan But the guard always 
urged other objections He did not deny that he would willingly 
wm the prize , but he dreaded the consequences Jussuf proposed 
that he should flee with him, and seek another home, but he 
would not hsten to it 

“I cannot separate from my wife and children, I must return 
home. What good would all the possessions of earth be to me 
if I were obliged to live a fugitive m a strange country, and con- 
sume my hfe longmg after my kmdred ?” 

Then a thought flashed through Jussufs mind “ Let me stop 
your mouth let me bmd and tie you, that they may perceive tliat 
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you were overcaDme. Wlicii they find you 10, you can exculpate 
yourself saying tluU I wu too strong for you— that I stopped your 
mouth, so that you could not ay for help I will give you what I 
have and you can bmy it m the sand, and dig it up at tome 
fit season." 

The bargain was soon struck. Jnssuf gave him what he bad 
proimsed. The guard boned the purses In the sand, hid the dia 
mood m a fold of hii garment, and then allowed Jnssuf to Ue his 
hands and fee^ and to stop ha mouth. Then Jnssuf passed as 
q^etly through the camp as he could, mounted one of the horses 
which stood ready saddled, and set off at a full gallop. 

Thus be escaped for t u na tely He rode the whole night, and 
thereby won a lengthened start But itfll he feared that they might 
poueive die track of the horse’s hooC^ and follow him and fetch 
him back , so he killed hli horse (whoso strength was relaxing) 
with Ids dagger and fled into a neighbouring wood, where be 
hoped, by its thickness, to be screened from the pursuit of lidert. 
Here he refreshed himself by dnnking at a spnng of watee, and 
with firmts and bemes, which grew there b abundance. He then 
went on ferther and farther He otaerred, m hu flight, the truces 
of wild beasts, and was therefore afraid to he down on the ground. 
In the evenmg be clnnbed a high tree, bound himself f^ to a 
brunch, and composed hnmclf for the night His scat was veiy 
uncomfortable, and he always feared danger Still hia resolu* 
lion o ver came ha fear and he slept quietly for some boari, and, 
strengthened with new courage, he descended, and contmu^ hu 
wanderings through the wood. He lived also this day on bemes 
and wild frails, and ogam ascended a high tree b the evening, m 
which he spent the night 

Thus he passed teveral days. At last he remarked that here 
the land rose considetably The wood soon became broken m 
parts with rocks , the growth of the trees was not so considerable , 
the shrubs gradually disappeared altogether great of rock 

covered the ground. Between them gr e w luxuriantly «man bushes. 
At last only gnus and moss were to be seen. He went farther, 
snd soon sawm bare high rock, from which extended, fer and wide, 
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only great wooded mountains In the distance arose still liighcr 
cliffs over the woods, whose summits shone white in the sunlight ; 
and from some of them there arose a thick smoke, as though there 
were a huge furnace underneath, the chimney being the top of the 
mountain The air blew here cold and cutting Jussuf thought 
he could not spend the night among the bare rocks, so he wan- 
dered on ivith activity Before night came on he had reached a 
place where high trees were growing, and where he again lound a 
safe, but uncomfortable, sleeping-place lie vandcred about for 
many days on the wooded mountains, and again reached a high 
ndge, over which he passed, until he arrived at a valley tliroiigh 
which a brook ran, m a serpentine direction, among verdant mea- 
dows. He traced the brook through the valley, and reached a 
spot where it flowed mto a nver He now followed the course of 
the nver, and as night came on before he perceived any human 
habitations, he lay down on the bank among the high grass, and 
resolved to sleep there, since he had not seen any track of w lUi 
beasts m his passage tlirough the valley The hope of at last 
reaching some inhabited spot, after so long and lonely a wandenng 
among deserted woods, had urged him on this day to a longer 
journey, and he was thereby much exhausted He had also only 
slept for many days m a sitting and tiresome posture , he therefore 
found the high grass very agreeable, and slept till dawn of morn- 
ing He would probably have not even then awoke had he not 
been forced to do so 

Wlien he came to himself, he saw some men on the ground, who 
were busy fastening his hands and feet with fine but veiy strong 
stnng He wrestled with them, and threw them down But all 
was m vain he was bound, and they laid him on a litter of bamboo- 
sticks, and earned him off with rapid stndes They soon reached 
a place where the nver became deeper and broader, so that it was 
navigable for boats Here lay a vessel on the bank, into w'hich they 
earned him, and conveyed him up the stream After a journey of 
several hours, they reached a great city They passed by several 
gardens and country houses, and at last amved at the middle of 
the city, which was divided by the nver, but comiecled by several 
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high bndgc*. They hy off the rfiore, anti earned Jumf oot ol 
the ihip into the court of a great palace, where everybody col* 
lecled at once from the naghbotuhood, cren the casual pa»ser»4jy 
Thqr observed him with canons loobs, handled his clothes, whni 
were all cat and torn about by his wandenngs In the thicknesses 
of the woods, and laughed at him- At last the owner of the 
piar# appeared at the pnnapal gate with a large retinue of dis* 
bngmsh^ servants. From the respect of those around him and 
the awe with which all present withdrew to a distance, Jussuf con 
eluded that he most be the Sultan, or the Prince of the country 
He looked at the poor captive, and spoke to hu servants in a 
language which Jussuf did not understand. They Imraediatcty 
brought a Urge cage of strong bamboo-polei. Jussuf was unbound, 
pushed in, and locked up. They then brought out a tame elephant, 
put the cage cm it, and so led bun through the slrcels of the town, 
whilst the cner called out some taunUog thing m every street, and 
pointed at him with his stick. The boys threw stones at him, and 
even persons of more matnre age derided him m every possible 
manner If he showed himself in pain from any of the stones 
hitting him, and crouched up or if he evaded any of the stones 
by the bars of hn prison, every one burst out into an urranodciate 
fit of laughter Tired of their Dl treaimcnl he cowered on the 
ground, tummg his face downwards, and putting his hands over 
hii head, to guard it against the blows of the stonea. As soon as 
the cner remarked this, he poshed him with his long slick, and 
gate him such pokes In the nbs that he was obliged to sit up. 
Jussuf was enraged and m despair He turned round as quickly 
as possible b his narrow cage, seued a bar of the latuce-work, and, 
ihalung it, screamed out, 

Is there any man among you who understands my language? 
Do you take me, then, for a strange outlandish pTitfnnt, 
lead me about b a cage os a nght?" 

And, os no one answered Iiim, he despaired anew, and upbraided 
Ais tormentors. New laughter followed this. At last they accom* 
phshed the dront of the town. At the palace the cage was agab 
taken down from the elephants back and placed on four iHwis, ol 
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the height of a man’s stature, which stood in the court before the 
entrance of the garden of tlie palace They brought him some 
food, consisting of parboiled nee, which, in his displeasure, he 
allowed to remam untouched At first, several cunous people had 
collected from among the servants around him , but they soon 
dispersed, and left him alone to despair and bitter reflection 

He thought on his situation, and how he was in a distant land 
where nobody understood his language, nor could aid in dclucr 
ing him from his mournful imprisonment At this moment death 
w'ould have been w'elcome He seized his dagger, w'hich he had 
carefully concealed in a fold of Ins robe, intending to put an end 
to his life by its means As he drew it from the sheath, a ray of 
the sun fell on the blade, and reflected back the fiery' glance so as 
to dazzle his eyes like aglow of fire A spark lighted his talisman, 
and immediately he remembered the words of his old preceptor 
Modibyah He put the dagger back, and took from his bosom 
the pouch containing the talisman, but, as he looked at the stone, 
the spark disappeared It was a milk-white stone, like an ordinary 
fragment of white porcelain • then he breathed on it with a deep 
sigh, and with his lips said, “ Haschanascha > ” 

Scarcely had he pronounced this name, than a slave appeared, 
passed before the cage, and said, “ Oh, you poor knave, how 1 pity 
you 1 ” 

As Jussuf heard these words, he cned out joyfully', “ That is my 
native language ! Oh, pity an unfortunate, and tell me w'hy I am 
so maltreated 1 ” 

“ I dare not now,” answered the slave “ w'ait till midnight, then 
I wall come and speak to you I pity you exceedmgly at the first 
glance I recognized you as a countryman, and wished extremely 
to lighten your fate ” With these words he disappeared through 
another door in the palace. 

The thought that he had found a man with whom he could con- 
verse on his misfortune, and who felt a sympathy for him, consoled 
Jussuf all idea of kiUmg himself was quite forgotten , on the con- 
trary, he saw himself again free to pursue his journey In this 
disposition he felt with renewed vigour the necessity of supporting 
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life, and partook of the meal spread before him. The streogthenmg 
of his bodj rcfrcihed his iptnls. In gaming tranquillity of mmd 
and body, hu aorroTm passed away, and he fell asleep m his cage. 
He awoke at midnight the slave had come to speak to him. 

“ If yon will promise with a holy oath " said he to Jassuf ” that 
you w^ not place me m danger by your conduct, but wGl talk 
with me quietly, for the tune of our conversation, I will let you out 
of the cage." 

‘ By the beard of the Prophet!" fwore Juisuf I will be very 
quiet, and will not put you m any danger " 

At this oath, the slave climbed up a small ladder and opened 
the cage, which was Cistcned very cnnningly without a lock, but so 
that nobody could open it unless he knew the secret He helped 
Jussuf down, and went with him mto the garden, the door of which 
stood open. There they seated themselves, and Jassuf uked, 

‘‘\Vhy am I unprisoned? What is the reason that I am hdd 
up m this scandalous maimer os a show and shut up m a cage like 
a wild beast?" 

To these questions the slave replied, ' The Kmg and the m- 
hahitants of this city are worshippers of a snake iheir idol is a 
great serpent, to whom they hare erected a large and magnificent 
temple, where he is attended by e great number of pnesls the 
priests mislead the people, and what they wish takes place. Now, 
the King has one Pnneeas — the daughter of hu wife by a former 
marriage — she is block like a Degress bat she has learned from 
her mother to know and to venerate the Prophet The King loves 
thu block Princess dearly os an only daughter, but the pdests have 
misled bun, and persuaded him to send her away from the Court 
and city and to keep her confined in a palace built under a stream, 
for they have a prophecy, accordmg to which, at the time when the 
white summit of that mountain, which hes to the north-east from 
the tower of the palace and from the cupola of the temple, can be 
teen to smoke, a man shall come to the kmgdom who shall many 
the King’s daughter and put all the worshippers of the serpent to 
fire and sword. Now he continaed, “ the mountain has begun to 
smoke : thr King has therefore, by the advice of hu pnests, given 
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commandment to Ins servants to seize all the foreigners they meet, 
that they may be sacnficed to their idol So you were found, and 
are now destined to be a victim The pnests know of } our im- 
pnsonment, and are making preparations fora verj’ grand sacrifice, 
which js to last seven days ” 

‘'WHiatl” cried Jussuf, “shall I be offered to a snake — to a 
stupid, superstitious fancy ? " He wept, and begged and pra.) cd 
the slave to let him escape 

“ How will you escape ? " asked the slave “ It is not possible 
through the palace — guards are at every entrance ; and you would 
also fall mto the hands of the watchmen in the city You cannot 
By over the garden wall, for on the other side is a deep ditch, full 
of mud and water If you jumped over, you would be embedded 
in the mud ” 

Jussuf exhausted himself m prayers and entreaties to persuade 
the slave to help him in his flight 

“ Only one means is possible,” he replied “ To-morrow is the 
day on which a messenger is usually sent to the Princess’s palace, 
to inquu-e, m the King's name, after her health and ivishes I ha\ e 
many tunes had this commission, and ivill offer again. If I go, I 
am sure she will have me brought before her, as she knows I be- 
long to the Faithful, and speak many languages w'hich she learned 
from her mother T will relate to her your impnsonment, and ask 
her assistance or counsel She is as clever as good and innocent 
and can give excellent advice ” ’ 

Although Jussuf placed little reliance on this plan, still there 
was some hope of success, and the only hope that he could find 
He therefore agreed to it, and returned to his cage, in which the 
slave fastened him, having told him that if he did not return at 
noon, he was to take it as a sign that he was sent on the embassy 
to the Prmcess 

On the morrow a slave brought him some food, and cunous 
people came with the King’s servants to see him, but the day 
passed without Jussuf being able to observe his countrjmian among 
&e remaining slaves m the court bdow Full of hope, he watched 
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the approach of night, when he hoped to receive cotmiel and help. 
The lUve came at midnight and called him by his name. 

“ Now," laid Jussn^ “ what newi do you bnng? ” 

“Alas 1 my lord," answered the slave, “I know not what to 
think. Although the Pnneess U a faithful follower of the Prophet 
she was very qmet when I related your history I expected she 
would have concerned herself about your bang offaed to a snake , 
but she heard me tranquilly ** 

Jussuf asked if she had not sent him any counseh 
"No, she said no other word," answered the slave, "than, 
* Tell your countryman that everybody must be obedient, and re- 
signed to the win of Heaven. Heathenish propheaes are often 
the consequence of godly truth and wisdom. * 

"^Vhat can I conclude from that?'* said Jussuf * In Allah s 
name, I mutt give mysdf up as a sacrifice to a snake, because it is 
the wtll of Heaven !* 

He then broke out m desperate tears and cnes. 

"Laten," said the slave "do not abandon all hope, I will 
give you good couostd. She has charged me to tell the King that 
to-raoTTOW she wishes once more to visit her father m hia palace. 
This IS the firrt time amce she has dwelt in her own palace. The 
kmg has sent her permission as be thinks the prophecy cannot be 
now fulfilled, seeing that he has you m hii power She will certainly 
go mto the garden, and pass through that farther door ^Vhen she 
passes, call her, and relate your case, and beg her to deliver you. 
She understands your language, and will certainly feel pity when 
she hears and sees you." He now turned away as a glimmer of 
hght fell on him from one of the palace wmdows. " Farewell, I 
must away, whispered he "it must not bo betrayed that I have 
given you advice. Do not forget to call to ha only from her 
can you hope for anything. Call her Haschanascha that is ha 
name. With these words he left the palace qmcUy 

« Hasdianascha is her name 1 How? Is not that the name 
of her whom I was to call m the rums of the destroyed capital? 
Shan I not csdl her if the spark m Modibjah s tnlumnn no longer 
shines ? Is not Hascbandscha the magic word which has led me 

10 —* 
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here alone, away from all men who understand my language and 
share my anxieties ? ” 

So he spoke to himself, and determined to follow the counsel 
given him by the slave 

After he had passed the night, partly m unquiet wakefulness, 
partly m dozing, he observed in the early part of the morning a 
great disturbance and unusual business m the courtyard. It was 
quiet m the inner court, when the Pnncess at last came At this 
moment all pressed into the square before the palace. When 
Jussuf saw this, he pulled the talisman out of his pocket, and 
thought, “ I must see if the stone preserves its spark. It seems a 
good sign of dehverance ” And, behold, as he drew it forth, the 
red spot shone more fiery than ever At noon he suddenly heard 
a trampling, as if the procession of slaves of the Pnncess were 
gomg into the garden He attentively watched the appointed 
door, and he soon saw her pass, and her father, followed by a long 
tram. 

At this moment Jussuf cried out, “ Haschanascha ! Haschan 
ascha 1 pity an unfortunate ' ” 

On hearmg the cry she looked up at Jussuf, and the King also 
gazed at him full of astonishment Meantime the Pnncess drew 
near, and he followed her close When he had said some words to 
her, she asked Jussuf, 

“My Kmg and foster-father asks who taught you the name 
Haschanascha ? ” 

Jussuf knew that he ought not to betray the faithful slave, and 
yet he wished to confess the truth He said, therefore, 

“ Before I knew that it was the name of a human bemg, my old 
teacher, Modibjah, taught me, whatever difficulties and dangers 
befell me, to pronounce the word Haschanascha It has always 
been a defence to me whenever I have pronounced it May it 
this time also procure me assistance i " 

“You have named to me a very dear name,” answered the 
Pnncess , “ and it is a sign that you are he whom I must release 
from bemg sacnficed But there is only one way — ^you must be 
my husband. This is the comman*^ a higher bemg whom yoy 
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most obey Eiamme, if you will not thus purchaic life and bberty 
at too dear a pnce. 'fflthoirt the fblfiUmg of this condition, I 
cannot deliyer you. I give you time for contidemtion. When I 
return from the garden, let mo know your detennmation." 

She pronounced these words in a loud, earnest tone, and then 
tamed with her fiithcr mto die garden. The tram of slaves accom 
paniwl them. Jossof gave hhnself up to deep thought. 

“ I had selected a different one for my future bnde , I would 
not take many wives, accordiDg to our customs, but only one con> 
panion for life, who waa my playfdlow, whom I have sought for, 
and for whose sake I have encountered these dangen. K I take 
this bhirV Prmcess for my wrfe, it will only be from love of life, 
that I may be freed from prison. Then I most leave my old 
pUyfeDow " 

He thus meditated for some tnne, and at last resolved of the 
two evils to choose the lesser When the Pnneess retained from 
the garden, he called her by name, and she approached with her 
father, and asked hnn with an earnest mien 1^ firm tone, what 
resolution he had adopted. 

“How could I remain a moment In doubt?” answered he. 
“You, dearest Pnneess, will condescend to a poor unknown, and 
become my wife. You are the sun of my life. Without you life is 
worth nothing." 

At these words she broke out into a hearty laugh. When riie 
had finished laughmgi she said * Ah I I see you are like all men — 
a hypocrite and a Jester Much truth is m your Jesting words. I 
am the sun of your hfe I Without me life would be worth nothmg 1 
Indeed, withota me, you would be saxmficed to a snake 1 ® She 
seated hasel^ and said, “ Be not afiaid swear to me by the Pro* 
phet that you wiH take me Cor your wife, and you »KaJl to-day be 
delivered from your pnson," 

Jossuf swore, and now she turned to her father and spoke 
etmeldy with him in his language. But the faithful slave ap- 
proach^ the cage, and mterpreted aU that was said. 

“ It IS not prudent to keep this man imprisoned without know 
ing whether he is the nght one to offer to the snake. You have 
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seized the best, and in the meanwhile justice is forgotten ila\c 
the pnests to the snake called, that they may see him, and that I 
may speak with them.” 

The King answered that this would be easy, as two pnests Iiad 
amved from the snake’s temple, before they had gone into the 
garden, to demand an audience 

They wete called, and there soon appeared the pnests in long 
white garments, with particoloured girdles 

“Is this the man pointed out by your god?" asked she, as the) 
approached JussuPs cage 

“It IS, It is ' ’’ they cned in the same voice, and bowed humbly 
before the Pnneess. 

“What have you for a sign? ” she again asked 

“We have no sign," they answered, “but he it is ” 

“You have no sign 1 How, then, do you know he is the nghl 
one ? " asked she. 


To which they answered, “The divine snake has discoicrcd it " 
Then she replied, wuth contempt, “Be silent to me about your 
snake I” And she turned to the King, and said, “My King .-’nd 
father, will you suffer yourself any longer to be dccened by these 
stupid and obstinate men? They give out that they haic duine 
knowledge, and yet they are as ignorant as a maiden of sixteen ' 
I beg you, have their god, the snake, brought here, and I wiU 
prove tliat I speak truth, but they, only deceit and falsehood ” 
At these words, the pnests doubled their fists, and struck their 
foreheads and breasts, and bowed themselves to the ground, and 
jumped about as if seized by convulsions 
Then the King looked at the Pnneess with a frightened coun- 

tenance, and said, “ Child, take heed what you do, revile not the 
gods 

AJI the servants who stood around were astonished, not nshtlv 
comprehenctog what was passing But the Pnneess earnestly 

ftere, that they might test the truth of what she had spoken The 
command, and the pnests left ; at the Pnneess’s re- 
quest the Kmg remained All stood around in amiioas expectation. 
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Thej bad not to wait long before a. numeroai tram of priesti 
appeared aght of whom bore, on. four golden stayes, a costly chest 
adorned with gold ebony, and preaoua stones, and placed it m 
the middle of the court Then they bowed before the Kmg, and 
the high pnest stepped forward and said, 

“ The King has given ui an nnnsual command, end we fear that 
a great miaforttme is about to happen. IVhat is the reason that we 
are summoned from the recesses of the temple, and must even bring 
the dmne snake in its chest with us?" 

Then the Pnnceu said, will explain all. It is doubted tlut 
you really take charge of a dmno snake, therefore let the chest 
be opened, and show it to the people." 

Then the priests answered, Do the people doubt of our god? 
Let the doubters approach and be convinced." 

He opened the bd, and every one saw a great snake in the chest 
It lay stapehed, as snakes usually do efrer a heavy repast 
The Pnneess approached the ^est,and cried, Behold, doubters I 
u not this a snake?" Then she turned to the high pnest, and asked 
**Hij your god shown you no sign by which yon may know the mac 
that ought to be sacrificed ? " The high pnest mused, but did no! 
reply Then she said. Now I will show you the truth. Man does 
not properly understand heavenly things, I honour your prudence, 
but answer me another question. Would your god know its enemies 
if there were any so<i here ? And would be revenge himself on 
them if they attempted his Ufe? 

" Certainly, cert^nly 1 " vxKiferated the priest “ Fire would fall 
from heaven and destroy them." 

“ Very well, she said " I am the enemy and your god dies by 
my hand." And qmckly even before she had qrate uttered these 
words, she drew her poniard and with it pierced the head of thr 
snake, so that the weapon ran mto its cheit and transfixed it 
The pnests gave a common cry and the King sdred the Prin- 
cess by both anus, and puCed her back. 

* My child, my child I " he cned, what have you done ? " 

** \Miat you, my fether, ought long smeo to have done,” she re- 
“WBl you all bebeve," the called aloud to the spectators, 
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“ that I have done right in killing this snake, if I tell you what >ou 
mil find -within it ? " 

After a short pause, the King answered, “ Yes, certainly ” And 
the people cned, “ Then is the snake nghtly slam— it was no god ’’ 
The pnests said to the King, “She shall tell us, but we ivnll 
accuse her of its death if she does not speak truth ” 

The Pnneess cned with a firm voice, “ Let it be so , I promise 
them " 

The King bowed consent 

Then she said, “There is a man among ns whose wife sits at 
home weeping and bewailing, for she had a beautiful little bo), 
eighteen months old, who often ran about the streets This child 
did not return home yesterday it was taken to the snake’s temple, 
and the pnests know where it is Let the man step forward and 
seek his child in the snake’s belly ” 

While she was speaking, a deep silence reigned around, but now 
a man broke forth from the crowd, and said, “ It is true, I am the 
man. My beautiful boy, my Hamed, has not returned, and my 
wife sits at home and weeps I left her, for I could not bear to 
hear her lament” 

Then arose a Common shout of astonishment and compassion 
from all, and he waited long for silence 

Then the Pnneess said to the man, “ Draw your sword, cut open 
the snake, and you -will find your child. I do not know if life still 
remain in him — the snake has only swallowed it an hour ” 

The man approached the chest, drew his sword mth a trembling 
hand, and opened the snake mth an anxious face Wlien, behold, 
he pulled out his child 1 He immediately ran mth him from the 
palace, as he thought he discovered some slight traces of life in 
him Then the pnests fell on their knees before the King, and 
begged for pardon. 

But the people, who were assembled in great crowds, cned, 
“ Down mth them ! doivn mth them ! ” and laid hands on them, 
as the King commanded them to be impnsoned. 

The Pnneess now turned to the Bang, and said, “ Let us release 
this unfortunate man he has come as a strar^ger mto our land, to 
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w{]om you ought to have shown bospitahtj, instead of which yon 
have imprisoned him as a cnmloal, )'oa have mocked and jeered 
hnn, whilst, by yonr oath yon should hare allowed hnn to quit 
yoof dty free. Let what you hast said in mockery of him be now 
re ver sed to his honour, for a King’s word must not be blown 
away by the wmd. This and no other shall be ray husband." 

TTie King commanded and the prisoner was Immediately freed. 
He bowed thankfully to the King and Pnnccss. The King raised 
him, embraced him, cilled him his son and led him to the Prm* 
cos, saying 

“Let him be your husband the solemnities of marruge shall 
be Immediately prepared." 

He caused his serrants to proclaim through the aty that the 
marriage of Fnneets Haschanascha was to be celebrated the next 
day and all people were invited to assemble before the palace and 
to feast there. In his palace he pointed out to Jussuf a wing In 
the apartments of which be for the future should dwell with his wife. 

But the Prtneess said, *^1 will bhabit the apartmenij which I 
formerly dwelt m m this palace for I only consider myself as hta 
betrothed, till an nnam of the religion which we both profess has 
pronounced over us the raamage blessing." 

The Kmg did not oppose her, but said, "You may command 
aD as it pleases you. Smee yesterday, I have discorered that you 
possess more knowledge and wisdom than the rest of mankini" 

The betrothal was celebrated with great iplcndour The King 
according to his former oath, showed Jussuf oil honour, earned 
him to his different co u n try seats, pomted out to him his gardens 
and lands, pr e pa red many feasts, and did all to make his residence 
in ins Court t^Ecceahlc. The Pdnceu occotopanlcd them erery 
where, and helped not a httic to render these short joumey* 
pleasing and satisfactory She watched with great care for the 
convenience of her future husband, and sought to folhl even his 
smallest wish before he had spoken it, so that Jussuf was often 
astomshed, and said to himseli^ * She must read my thoughts before 
they arise." He felt that ho was happy in eve^thing except in 
her having a black complodon. One day they all went together 
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to a beautiful neighbounng hunting-seat, in the environs of which 
a grand hunt was held The Princess Haschanascha took part in 
it She rode on a tame elephant, over whose back was thrown a 
cloth embioidered with gold On the middle of its back a couch 
was skilfully fastened, and over this a canopy was raised on four 
slender pillars of gold Jussuf remained generally near her dunng 
the hunt. He rode on a beautiful horse of the most noble race, 
which the King had sent him from his stable Wlienever he saw 
a cunous bird or a wdd beast, he aimed so well that the animal 
always fell pierced by his arrow In the evening when they re- 
turned to the palace from the wood, Jussuf wished to remam tliere 
some days away from the bustle of the Court, and the King granted 
this wish He left behind some servants to wait on him, and re- 
turned with his daughter to the capital 

At parting, Haschanascha appeared very sad, and Jussuf per- 
ceived tears m her eyes 

“ I know,” said she, “ this stay will be unfortunate for me ; you 
will forget me even the talisman of your teacher Modibjah will 
fall mto other hands, and on it depends my life. Might it be that 
this body — this hateful black veil of Haschanascha — should fall 
to pieces if it might conduce to your happmess You will soon 
awake from a bnght dream to longer and more bitter sorrows ” 

Jussuf consoled her, and represented that she troubled herself 
with useless fears He took an affectionate farewell of her, and 
saw the procession depart not without emotion he would willmgly 
have accompanied her, but an irresistible feeling held him back 
He went, as he was now quite alone, into the garden, which was 
adorned with cunous flowers 

“ Why was it,” said he anxiously to himself, “ that Haschanascha 
was to-day so mournful at parting? She is so prudent, and with 
her clear eyes foresees the events of life Why can she fear that 
I should ever allow Modibjah’s talisman to get mto a stranger’s 
hands when I always wear it?” With these words he pulled the 
little bag out, and said, “ No, I will never separate from you unless 
you are taken by force But can robbers be sheltered m this land ? ” 

Whilst he asked himself these questions, he thought that it 
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would be better not to carry it m hu bosom, where it might easily 
be found if he were searched. Ho therefore wrapped it np care 
fully in the folds of his turban, and bchered it to be quite safe. 

Night had spread its veD over the garden, and he returned to 
the palace. Wonderful dreams disturbed hu sleep, and their im- 
pressions accompamed him when he went into the garden the next 
mommg. He had dreamt a great deal about red poppy flowers, 
and now he saw them before him m the gatden-beds. He found 
some alone m a bed, and while he watched them he agam saw in 
&ncy the same butterfly that be had before seen m his own gatden 
upon similar flowers, and the memory of the cncnmstancea of the 
last time were deeply graven m his soul. Then he agam dwelt 
upon the maiden to seek whom he had made this journey Thus, 
amid these reflections, ho took hold of the wooden box which he 
had recaved bom the demah m the subterraneons cbamben In the 
ruined aty near Shirax. 

‘ Without thee," said he, “could I ncrer bare obtained the 
object of my desires? And of what use have you been to me nil 
to^y? You ought to lead me straight to my mark, and I should 
always be m the right way as long aa 1 did not open the box with 
the golden key You mdeed have led me through dangers and 
misery and at the end to a betrothal with a maiden as different 
from the one I sought as day from night And shall I open you 
only when I have lost all hope to attain my desire? Well, let us 
see what it contains. 

With these words he pulled out the golden key and unlocked 
the box but he let it fall to the earth with a joyous cry for 
scarcely had he opened it when the cunous butterfly flew out, 
hovered in the sunshme over the flowervmd Boon settled on one 
of the poppies. He quickly snatched off his turban, and covered 
with It the butterfly and the flowera. When he raised it, a figure 
was underneath, and before him stood his pleasant playfellow 

" Are you truly she ? Do I really see you at last ? *' he cned, 
astonished 

« I am truly the,* she answered. “ Have you quite f or go tt en 
me, that you ^TC allowed so long a time to elapse without aalnng 
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after me ? But what have you done with your turban ? Let us 
see ” 

She took It from his head, sought in the folds, and pulled out the 
httle bag with the talisman 

“ Oh, oh 1 ” cned she, returning his turban, “ do you carry such 
things about with you ? You will not want it any more I will keep 
It” And she sprang forward 

He ran after her and caught her, begging her to return his pouch, 
explaining that it contamed a talisman which had hitherto pre- 
served him from every danger 

“ Well,” said she, when he paused, “ and the only error is, that 
you have met with me agam to-day ” 

She assured him that she would never return the talisman, and 
began many games with him as they had done m the garden at 
Balsora. At dmner-tirae he asked her to go mto the palace to take 
some refreshment She looked at him with a scornful laugh, and 
said, “ I ? Go under a roof — sit to table with you to partake of 
meats prepared from the flesh of animals and the flour of wheat ? 
What can you mean? Do you not recollect the fig that we ate 
together ? It still nounshes me , but I know that you need more ” 
She went to a neighbourmg bush, plucked a white blossom, and 
offered it to him “ There, dnnk honey,” said she 

When he took the flower, it changed into a silver-gilt goblet filled 
with dehcious dnnk He drank, and felt himself quite refreshed, 
strengthened, and satisfied They again played many childish 
games together, and the maiden always invented new pastimes 
The day passed by, and Jussuf did not perceive how the hours 
flew away the sun was just sinking, then his playfellow sprang 
over a neighbounng bush, and cned, “ Good night” 

As she passed over the flowers of the bush, she disappeared from 
Jussufs eyes, and he saw only the butterfly flymg. When he re- 
turned to the palace, his servants were much rejoiced They had 
waited for him smee noon, and had searched for him m the gar- 
dens, as an embassy had been sent from the capital to bnng him 
news that the Princess had suddenly fallen ill He caused the 
messengers to be brought before him, to learn from them all the 
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attendant circumstances. He docorered from them that the bad 
retired to reft eiily the preceding crenmg, and had rucn qmte veil 
m the morning after a peaceful slumber, but hardlj had the sun 
shone half an hoar, when the fell, and was obbged to be earned 
to her apartments. She toon came to hcrselfi but felt very weak, 
and informed her sorrowing father that the must die. Juatuf was 
very thoughtful, for he remembered her warning about the taha- 
man, and also recollected that it was exactly the same hour m 
which the maiden had taken it from the folds of his turban. He 
resolved early the next morning to desire the taliiman from her 
earnestly and then to hasten to the mty, and commanded the 
embassy to return at sunrise the next day to announce his arrival 
m the erening In the lonclmess of night he felt angry with him 
self. But the loss of the which exceedingly disquieted 

him, was not the only reason It was a mortifymg feeling to him 
that be had passed the whole day in chOduh sports, according to 
the capnee of hu playfellow He thought over all the words they 
had spoken, and found nothing in them but excessive frivobty 

He arose the next mombig by daybreak, and at nmnse he again 
stood m die garden. Scarcely had the nm i rays dried the dew 
when the beautiful butterfly hovered over the beds. Once more it 
settled on a poppy Jusiuf covered it with hu turban — the change 
was tgam completed — the maiden once more stood before bim, 
He Immediately demanded of her the little bag with the talisman , 

She mocked him with a mischieroos laugh, and said, “You shall 
not have it to^y i perhaps to-montnr if you are polite. 

Then they agam began their sports, and Jnssuf soon forgot m 
thar amusements everything die, and played and sported with her 
She gave him m the same maimer as yesterday, honey to dnnk 
from a Bower, after die had sipped a little benelf, and knew how 
to draw him round the gardens m her sports, so that nobody met 
them. On this day also hts servants sought him In the garden, 
and could not find him another messenger had amved from the 
aty wuhmg to speak to him m great haste. 

He did not return to the palace till she had flown away as a 
butterfly The messenger i n f orm ed him that the Princess ^ 
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mained very unwell, and that her weakness had materially increased 
when he did not amve as he had promised She had not said any- 
thing about this delay , but the King was very unhappy, and re- 
quested that he would come to the city the next day He promised 
It, ordered the messenger to return at daybreak, and went mto his 
sleeping-apartment There he again reproached himself as on the 
previous day, and resolved to set out on the morrow, as soon as 
his playmate should return the talisman When he met her the 
next day in the garden, he immediately asked for it 

“ How now, Jussuf? ” said she “ What a tone 1 Is this tlie way 
to greet your frolicking playmate ? Is it worth while to make such 
a fuss about a miserable fragment of stone ? ” She bowed to him, 
laughmg, and ran off 

Jussuf followed, and when he got near her, cned, “ It concerns 
the life of the Pnncess ” 

Then she stopped, and asked, “Is this the reason of your eamest- 
neis? The Pnncess? The black negress ? What binds you to her? 
Do you consider her as a creature like yourself? And, even if it 
were so, what can such a tiresome senous person be to you? Have 
you ever played with her an hour so memly as we have played the 
whole day ? And, beheve me, my stock is not yet nearly exhausted 
I have novelties every day ” 

She again began a game, and, before Jussuf could recollect him- 
self, he had deeply entered mto it, and he had soon forgotten the 
messenger, his intentions, and his resolutions He played with her 
till evemng, and returned to the palace when she had disappeared 
as usual. He had been sought for as on the former days, but in 
vain. A fresh messenger had brought still worse tidings of Has- 
chanascha’s health, and he made the bitterest reproaches to himself 
for his neglect. He ordered his horse to be saddled, and, as it was 
a moonlight night, he returned to the city with the messenger At 
his arrival, he saw the wmdows of the apartment mhabited by his 
betrothed still illuminated He immediately went m and mquired 
after her health* people shrugged their shoulders, and he hastened 
to go in to her She lay, breathing faintly, on her pillow, and 
beckoned to him to draw near she then motioned to the servants, 



yUSSUF, THB MERCHANT OF BALSORA 1 59 


who left the tpartmcnL He Arcw hnnsclf on hu kneei bj the 
conch and wept, mourned her affliction, and regretted that he had 
not paid more attention to her wammgi. 

" I know how it hu happened," ahe aaid , “ itiU, the wont has 
not happened. Yon have been forced to leave the talisman in her 
handi take care that the doea not keep it with your consent I 
am now weak and ill I ihall become ftill weaker bat to long as 
you posse** the earnest wish to recover the talisman, my life will 
be preserved. Return, now whence yon came, and let not the 
Kmg see yon. He a angry with you because he U sure you are 
the came of my illnesi,* 

Se obeyed her will, and returned to the hnnting-scat by day 
break. He would not lose the vivid recollection ot Haschanascha's 
mournful eondiuon by going to aleep, but went immediately mto 
the garden and when the tun had suffiaent mfioence to the 
dew on the flowers, he again saw the butterfly settle on a poppy 
Thu fflne he kept hu turban on his head, and tned to catch the 
butterfly with hu hand , but it eluded him and a wasp withm the 
aame flower stung hu band, so that It swelled very much. The 
butterfly flew away and did not return to the garden. The hours 
passed very slowly and would have seemed longer if hu mmd had 
not been agitated by various plans to recover the taluman. To do 
this, he must And its present possessor, and he reproached him 
self with havmg allowed the butterfly to escape by bu awkwardness. 
At noon be rdumed to the palace, to the great astonishment of hu 
servants, who were now accustomed not to sec him aH day When 
he had eaten, he reposed a few boon on hu conch, and on hu 
Q-waJoiaj, t. tad cssme ciy vriSh ticx Vitwa *±45. 

the Pnneess was better amce die morning Thus the day con- 
cloded with more mward peace than heretofore only one fear 
made him sad, that pcrhips the bntterfly had disappeared for ever 
from the garden, and then he coold never recover hu tfllumnn. 

But the next morning, when he went mto the garden, he found 
the butterfly perched on a poppy m the snnshme. He threw hu 
turban over it, and agam the maiden stood before him. He siVed 
btr why she bad PQt come the previous day, and she answered, 
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~~ [vho tried to 

Oh, there was a clumsy peasant in the garden |e rubbed the 
catch me in his hand, like an ugly fly ' He would hav^g become of 
beautiful dust off my wings , and then, what would liaL beautiful.” 
my beauty? I could not allow it, for my clothing meant by 
She laughed so maliciously, that he well knew who sj 
the clumsy peasant ;w game, and 

Before he could reply, she had engaged him man [jportunity to 
then m another, and so on, that he could find no a gome follow- 


demand the talisman. Even so passed the next andj^^ng news of 
mg days Messengers amved daily from the city to Ijifortmg : the 
the Pnncess’s health But these news were not cou company of 
mvalid grew worse from day to day, and the whole they apply a 
physicians knew no name for the disease, nor could^g and extra- 
remedy. If the priests were to be believed, this lo’sacred snake, 
ordinary sickness was a consequence of killing the conclusion 


and a pumshment from heaven. Scarcely had tlfg -vyeak mmd 


reached the King’s ear, than it found credence m hi called before 
He caused the still impnsoned high priest to be ediately set at 
him, and he advised that the priests should be imm^ proclaimed 
liberty, and reinstated m their former rank. It Wg offered and 
through the city that sacnfices and gifts should b^g snake The 
that all the people were to return to the worship of tlj^g^ Jussuf 
pnests gave it out that they had found a similar sna'g Pnncess lay 
was again destined for the prmcipal sacnfice, as thjy sign of life 
so near death that she scarcely breathed or gave aim play, and, 
Jussuf had, m the meanwhile, passed many days [ewas ignorant 
although he daily received tidmgs of the Pnncess, Ibne of the last 
of everything else that passed in the capital On i,i be his wife, 
days, he proposed to his playfellow that she shou' 


and go home with him i betrothed to 

But she laughed, and said, “Are you not alread? i also know 
Haschanascha? Did you think I did not know it^u have turned 
that you have dared this with many women Ycgg How hate- 
your house mto a seragho, as birds are kept m a ca^ bound fgr life 
fill must such a life be ! Shall I allow myself to bf j ” 
by the speaking of a hoary imam ? Heaven forbid 
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She began to jump and dance before Jussuf while she Bang 

A hippy nfe, a rori:^ winj^ 

A fpiighllj dance, a voice to linj;, 

To sport mkl flover* and atmt a of spmg, 

Soch, ssch be the life for xat. 

No care to^y no toU the m or roir 
Em satahloe, nerer sorrow t 
1 tip and qaa^' the honkd wue 
Wuh my 10*7 Irps divine. 

Feailea* I stray whale er my will 
Seeking pkanie, pJeasoxe tdU. 
Sock, sneh be the Hie for me t 
at mure, a fixil b be. 


When Bhe had finished her 
EODg, she bowed before Jussuf in 
a mocUng mood and taid 

How doc» that please yon Jussnf? 
Why yoQ are making a lace as if yoa bad 
dnmk poison. What thooghts are now 
pasaing thioogh your 
head ?" 

1 am thinkmg of 
the talisman, answer 
ed Jussnf. Give il 
me t(>day Hasdu 
noseba hes at the 
pomt of death ® 

\Vhat of that?'’ 
asked she jestingly 
if there be one such 
black creature more 
or less m the world 
what consequence is xt to you? Come, will you give me ) our talis 
man ? It has 8er\cd you wcH Be polite for once, and say tnat 
you give It me." 

Shr approached him patted hli check with her left hand, and 
bokhn^ out the talisman with her right said imiling 
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}oy that the moon iroald *Mdc dcarJy, and favour thefr voyage. 
They let the »hip float down, and only graded it with a rudder now 
and then, when they yaw a rock or a dangeroui place stand out of 
the water 

At midnight Jnoaf made the man onderstand that be would 
grade the rodder He gave it up readily, and lay down to sleep. 
He sat alone in the stillness of ni^t at the helm, and thought over 
the events of the last few days. All passed dutractly before hu 
min d. He remembered Haschanascha s sorrow at his resolution 
to remam alone at the hantmg>seat, her warning about the tabs 
man, herfllnea when he no longer possessed it, her life withering 
away, and her death. Then he thought of the sorrow of her foster- 
fiaher the King, and bow he had again fallen under the dominion 
of the crafty and deceitful snake-pnests. Also the image of his 
playfuJ companion rose before hnn, and the meny childish tports 
u. which they hod both Joined, and in which be hod always for 
gotten ah the care and sorrow of Pfaschanaschn. 

He saw her agam, pierced by the arrow smiting in hii arms. 
He also remembered Hasdianascha 9 appearance as she knelt on 
the elephant, and shot the deadly arrow at his companion. Could 
this only have been a shade of the dead one ? or was it she herself? 
No , she henelf was dead the faithful slave had asinred him so. 
AH these reflectioui brought no peace to hu souL Involuntarily 
Haschfln-ischa s fupenonty to hu playfellow rose before h'm, and 
he felt with surprise that at these thoughts hu cheeks were wet 
with tears. 

On the morrow they came near a dty he wished to recompense 
the seaman, who hod now reached hu destination. Whilst he 
sought for a piece of gold out of hu purse, he remembered that 
be had left the boa of diamonds with the rest of hu goods m the 
palace m hu hasty flight The seaman would rakr nothing, but 
aasured btm that by havmg taken charge of the vessel dunng the 
night he had quite earned hu pusage^noney 

J^usnf parted from him with many Iq the aty he sold 

his costly clothes, which he had bought new in the aty of the 
snake-worihippen, clothed himself in the mean dress of a derviab, 

u— a 
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had his eyebrows scraped off, and set off on fool ilon^ the course 
of the nver After a tedious wanderin-j of some* '.i-ee iie- happily 
reached the place where, in his former joiirne), he Ind observed 
the river flow by a city into the slm He met there nuny .vho 
spoke his language, and from them he le irned tn U 1 ship U/ in 
the harbour, which was to sail the next day to Bal^one He iin 
mediately resolved to embark m it, and return iiome* 

The captam was very ready to tike him, ind wnen he asked 
about the passage-money, he answered, “ What 1 you w tnt to p i> 
passage-money? What would my mister say if I look anything 
from a poor devil like you? No, no, the nch merchant Jussut ol 
Balsora, who has twenty such ships on the sea, takes no pa->.i^e- 
money from a poor dervash ” 

“How! "asked Jussuf, “does the merchant Jussuf still li.e?" 
Then the captam laughed heiriily, and said, “Indeed he lives 
He is now, certainly, on a distant journey, but his business still 
prospers Look at this proof. 1 his box of diamonds is a treasure 
than which no Sultan has any more precious in hi:> tre 'aury, and 
this has been given me to day by one of his servants to convey to 
Balsora," 

Jussuf saw with astonishment the box which he had left behind 
in his flight from the hunting-seat He did not wish to be recog 
mzed m his poor condition, and feared to be taken for an impostor 
if he claimed the treasure But he could not understand how the 
box could come mto the captain's hands He tlierefore turned to 
him, and said, 

“ Forgive me, sir, my cunosity, and tell me if you knew Jussuf’s 
servant who brought the box ? ” 

But the captain answered angnly, “ Listen I have certainly 
mistaken you, as I thought you were a dervish , therefore I am 
displeased that you speak so disrespectfully of the mighty mer- 
chant Jussuf, talking of him as if he were your equal When you 
next pronounce his name, give him the honour due to him, and 
forget not the * lord ' But as you asked if I knew’ the servant, 
know that I had never seen him before, but I did not doubt, when 
he gave it me m my lord’s name If be had given me only the 
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ten thoucmdth part in worth m hu lord % name, there would have 
been ciuic to doubt.** 

The next day a faTonrable (oath wmd blew, they woghed 
anchor and the ahip, under preaa of uH, left the harbour for the 
open sea. 

The Toyage was prosperous. No doud orercast the heavens, 
the wind contmued iavourabie, and m the shortest possible time, 
they landed m the Port of Balsora. There lay many new ships 
at anchor ready prepared and laden with various wares. 

See," said the active captain to Jussuf m saying farewell 
'these new ships belong also to the tame Lord Juisuil Do not 
forget when you go into the to see hii palo^ and also bu 
warehouse in the barasr.** 

Jussuf promised not to forget it, and, on bis entrance into the 
city went straight to the bazaar He passed through the row 
where his warehouse used to stand, and waji astonished to see a 
much larger one m its place, adoroed on the outside with predoos 
metals and costly stones but m the intenor was contain^ nebes 
and a great heap of jewels, such as he had seen m the snbterranean 
chamben of the rums near 

He pushed through the crowd, and saw that tlx young men were 
unceasmgly occupied m sellmg. He pressed forward, and stood 
immediately before one of the traden. 

“To whom does this warehouse belong?* asked he, when no 
buyer seemed ready to occupy him. 

“ You must only have amved here to-day, if you do not know 
that there is only one merchant in Balsoim who can display such 
nches. You must have beard the name of the merchant Jussuf 
the king of merchants I* 

Oh, yes I I have certainly heard that name,* answered Jussuf, 
** but 1 thought that he had shut up his warehouse, and gone on a 
far journey 

“ That IS very true," repUed the young man; " but a few weeks 
ago he sent his brother Hasan Assad, who camei on the com< 
merc^ and has taken account of the treasures which he sends here 
from his Journeys. This business is much mcreaied, itiswellseen 




1 66 yuSSUF, THE MERCHANT OF DALSORA. 


that my Lord Jussuf does not leave his affairs in strange hands 
without good reason.” 

“ You named his brother, and I have heard tint your lord had 
no brother What do you, then, mean?” asked Jussuf 

“ Hassan Assad is not his brother, but his wife’s brother,” was 
the answer 

“His wife?” asked Jussuf, with unfeigned astonishment 
“ I know not how it seems to you,” said the young man “ Wlnt 
IS there so much to be wondered at, and to stand with open mouth? 
Why should not my Lord Jussuf have a wife? for he might have 
them by the dozen If all this interests you so much, go to his 
palace there are idle people enough tliere that can satisfy >our 
curiosity I have no time some buyers are waitmg whom I have 
neglected by my conversation with you ” 

He turned to the customers, apologized for his inattention, and 
demanded then wishes 

Jussuf resolved to follow his advice and go to the palace He 
no longer recognized it two small palaces which stood on each 
side had been thrown down, and, in their places, two wings had 
been added to his own The pnncipal door of the middle palace 
stood open, and many male and female servants went in and out 
He asked one of the porters to whom the palace belonged, and 
received the same answer as at the bazaar 

“ But will your lord ever come again ? ” he asked “ He has been 
gone a long while , no man knows where he is, and he has sent no 
messengers back.” 

“What! sent no messenger?” cned both porters in a breath, 
“he has sent his wife here a long time smce, and has himself 
arrived to-day His brother Hassan Assad has always had sure 
news of him, and so he knew of his arrival to-day, and has pre- 
pared everything for his reception His old teacher, who had no< 
before been seen for years, has come forth to-day from his solitude, 
and amved here ” 

“What ! Modibjah also here?” he asked 
See, see*” answered both, “you know his name better than 
we Yes, yes, his name is Modibjah . I could not recollect.” 
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“Let me go m, good^people," taid he, “ that I may ipeak to 

him " 

“ No, no " said one of them, obitnicting the way, “what buit 
ness have yoa m ? The marriage ceremony u about to be performed 
m the hall, alter the manner of onr religion , the imam u just now 
gone m, therefore no itrangeri can be admitted.* 

\Vbatl* cned Jnssofi “yo«r lord already arrived? ^Vhere u 
the impostor? Let roe m, that I may confront him.* 

Both porters opposed him, because be tned to force hia way m. 
Do yon not know ytmr lord “ oaked Juasu^ full of mdignabon, 
“ that you thui opposc him ? * 

They assoied htm that they had not been long m Assad's ser 
Tice, and did not know Jussuf bat they had been told that be 
was amved. 

“Ycs,* cried Jnxsai) ' he ta amved, bot not yet m his palace 
he will soon be m.* 

With these words he poshed the nearest on one nde, threw him 
to the groond, and then the other alsa He pressed forward 
qolckly mto the splendid hall, unopposed by the nomerona ser 
vanta, to whom he seemed to come from the passage mto the halL 
He placed himself In the midst, and cned with great eomeatness, 

“ Who dares here to oiorp Jossuf 1 place ? ^Vho dares here 
to pass for Jossof s wife? I am Jussni^ who was thought lost] 
Where la the impostor? Let him come here, that be may receive 
the Just reward of hii treachciy " 

Whilst he spoke a nchly-dretsed man, bat unknown to him, 
approached, and said, 

“Yoa speak of deceit I Nobody here passes for Jusiaf but 
yoaisel£ We expected him, because we have sure knowledge that 
he has landed to-day Yoa may be the expected one. Now for 
the proof what word will your bps breathe on this tahiman?" 
He held to hnn Modibjahs talisram Jussuf looked astonished 
and ffoipnsed, ibr the spark bad disappeared. 

“ Hascbanascha 1 * he cned, with a ugh. The spark shone out 
dear, and a veiled lady walked forth from the carde of numerous 
assembled guests, and asked, os the threw her veil back, “ Do you 
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remember Haschanascha, your bclrothcd ? ’’ But he lorkcfl at 
her with marks of astonished joy. There were indeed tlic beautilul 
features of her face, the mild look of lier soft eyes, the happy 
senousness that reigned in llaschanascha’s forehead , but her dark 
complexion had disappeared, and in its place played a soft blusn, 
like the first breath of dawn, on her cheeks 

“Haschanascha!” cried he, at last awal mg from liis astonish- 
ment, “ are you indeed she ? I can no longer trust my senses, since 
I have been lost m so many adventures and dreams, that I cannot 
distinguish between reality and dreaming Is it possible that j ou 
live ? You were dead through my guilt.” 

“ Ask not after what is past,” said Modibjali’s voice “ The K.ing 
of the Genu has selected you to be his favourite on earth. Two 
daughters of genu were destined to try to lead you different wajs, 
human nature nearly conquered, but you came out at last victonous 
from the fight You have chosen the nobler. May she adorn >our 
life with greater joy, as she helped you to conquer your selfishness, 
which bound you in weakness to the form you earned m the box 1 
This is Haschanascha, the sister of your fnend Hassan Assad, who 
has earned on your business since you separated from him near 
Shiraz I am uncle to both, and that your wife may not enter your 
house as a beggar, here are the presents destined for the wedding 
present, which you saw under the ruins of the destroyed capital ” 
With these words he embraced Jussuf, who was again lost m 
astonishment The young man who had offered him the tahsman 
stepped forward, and Jussuf recognized in him his fnend Hassan, 
and saluting him with heartfelt joy, called him his dear brother In 
the same hour the imam pronounced over Jussuf and Haschanas- 
cha the blessing, and performed the usual prayers and ceremonies. 
Theai were splendid feasts prepared that lasted many days, and 
such as never at any other time were celebrated m Balsora , so that 
m after years people spoke of the splendour with which the nch 
merchant Jussuf ’s weddmg had been consummated He attained 
with Haschanascha a great and very happy old age, and his latest 
descendants levere his memory 
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[The Sevea Sleep«n u a MiLerntnedia u vcH u Gurisdui Icf^esd. It 
ii iHoded to m tha Koru cad mco^ cl the arcmuUoct* of th« fcJlovuc Tele 
art relited lo tbaootej to Sole « tmiulaiioa of it.] 

ISTORIANS rtkte that there wa* m anaent Penia a shep- 
herd named Daktanos, who for thirty yean had attended 
his sheep without having ever neglected the holy custom 
of making hia doily prayers. All those who knew lum did justice 
to hu probity, and nature had endowed him with an eloquence 
capable of raising him to the highest employments, had he hved 
in the great world. 

One day as he was at his usual prayers, his flock took fingbt and 
were dispersed. Dakianos ran every way to reassemble them and 
perceiving that one of his sheep had got of its body mto the 
hole of a rock, where it could not get out, he ran to it and delivered 
It but he was struck with a dazzling bght which nnmediately shone 
out of the opening He examined what it was that produced it, 
and soon found that it proceeded from a tablet or plate of gold, 
of no very large eidcut he opened the hole still iarther, and found 
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himself m a vault, whicli was not above seven feet high, and about 
four or five broad He considered this tablet ot gold with much 
attention, but could not read it, neither could he comprehend what 
the four Imes signified which he saw written there'on To inform 
himself, therefore, of this mysterj', he took it away with him, and, 
as soon as it was night, he put it under his vest and repaired to 
the city His first care was to show it to those who, as he w'as 
informed, were the most learned men , but, however versed they 
might be in the sciences, there was not one of them who could 
explain this inscription 

However, one of the doctors said to him, “No person here can 
translate these characters Go into Egypt you will find there a 
venerable man, of three hundred years of age, who can read the 
most ancient -writings, and who knows all the sciences , he alone 
can satisfy your curiosity ” 

Dakianos delivered his flock to the person to whom it belonged, 
and departed immediately for Egypt 

As soon as he amved tliere, he inquired after the old man, w’ho 
was so celebrated that everybody was ready to show him his house 
He went to him there, told him the occasion of his journey, and 
presented to him the tablet of gold The old man received it with 
affability, and was struck wth astomshment at the sight of this 
wonder He read the characters with the greatest ease, but, after 
havmg reflected some tune, he cast his eyes upon Dakianos, and 
said to him, 

“ How did this tablet fall mto your hands ? ” 

Dakianos gave him an account of his adventure 

“ These characters,'’ resumed the old man, “ promise to the per- 
son who shall find them, events which it is not likely can happen 
to you You have,” continued he, “a happy countenance, and 
this mscnption speaks of an infidel, whose end must be fatal and 
tragical But since fortune has given you this tablet, that which is 
wntten upon it doubtless regards you." 

Dakianos, surpnsed with this discourse, answered, “ How can it 
oe as you say ? I have said my prayers every day these thirty years 
I have never been an infidel, bow can I then be a reprobate?" 
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“If It had be«n three hundred yean,® replied the old nun. 
“ you will be no leai the victim of daxknesi.’* 

These last words pierced the heart of Dakianos. He groaned 
he nghed, he even wept, and he cned oat, * IVoold that I bad 
never found this golden tablet 1 that I had never shown it yonl 
and that I had never heard so temble a sentence I® 

“ \Vhat use would it have been to you not to have brought it to 
me?® said this learned man. “The predestination of Allah is from 
all eternity what 11 written in the Book of Life cannot be effaced. 
But 1 may be mistaken \ the knowl«lge of men u often doubtful, 
Allah alone is infallible. I can, however, mfonn you that this 
golden tablet indicates a most considerable treasure, and that all 
those ntdies belong to him who shall be the possessor of the tablet® 
This word ntka consoled Dakianos, and m the transport of hij 
soul he said to the old man, *' Delay not a moment let ns go to 
seek the treasure. We will share it hke two brothers.® 

But the old man said to bun sighing, “Yon wiH no sooner be 
the master of oU these nches than you will abuse them. It is not 
an easy talent to know how to be rich and 1 shall perhaps be the 
first to repent having done you this service.® 

"What a discourse you hold tOTDc I® cned Dakianos. "Whatl 
«hall I owe the obligahon to you of procuring me inch treasureS[ 
shall you make my fortune, and do you think I shall be falling m 
my return? An infidel would not he guilty of such Ingratitude, 
and I cannot so ranch as harbour a thought of iL 1 swear then, 
to look upon yon os my father and to share equally tH the nches 
with you or rather you shall gnre me what share you please, and 
I shall always be content* 

These protestations would not much have reassured the old 
man, but avance — the only passion which is felt at a certain age — 
OTcrcame his refleebona, and he consented to thar departure. They 
amved at the place where Dakianos had found the tablet of gold. 
The old man commanded Hrm to dig the ground about twenty feet 
round. They soon discovered a gate of steel, and the old man told 
Dakianos to open U. Dakianos obeyed with such eager haste that 
be broke the door open with bis foot, though the key was m the 
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lock. They both of theni entered into a vnnlt, -s-itrowt "g dis- 
couraged by the great obscurity tHhich reigned tr_re. Af.er hav-g 
gone some steps, a font 1 ght enabled A era to cist nguesl ob ^cta 
Tne farther they ad\ar'Ccd, the more the hgnt racre-sed. T'^y 
found themseb es at last before a large ar d naagn f c^r t nalace, u e 


se%en gates of -whicn -viere dosed, bat me > eys «ere 'as-cned by 
them. Dakianos took that of the frst gate, and og^rv-d m 

Thehrst apartment endosed ornaments ar. 1 hab.tso' j'eg~eat^i>t 
raagmncence, and abo\e rah g rdles of set d go’d, adc.~-d -pr-.m 
jewels. They opened the seco'd, v\nici mey fb_rd f^’ed 
sabres, the hilts and sneaihs of wnicn ■ne^e coiered r.a me me-et 
preoous stones. Tne third was adumed isam an Indrd.e n_a.ner 
of cuirasses, coats of mail, and neimem cfgo'd of dmeren: .as.'-.ons 
and all the arms were enriched widi the most magr.incent jev^eis. 
The fourth endosed the most superb horse :umir_re, an 5 .re'’ar‘'e to 
the magnificence of the arms. The fifth onered to their s gat pdes 
of gold and silver ingots. The sixth was full of gold com , and :t 
was scarcely possible to enter into the seventh, it was so heaped with 
sapphires, with amethysts, and diamonds 

These immense treasures daaded Dakianos. Prom that moment 
he was sorry that he had a witness of his good forrane. 

Do you consider,” said he to the old man, ** of wh_t cense* 
quence secrecy will be upon this occasion ? ” 

" Doubtless,” repLed he. 


« But,” resumed DaHanos, “if the King has the least knowledge 
of this treasure, his first act will be to confiscate it. Are voa sure 
of yourseli ? Do you fear nothing from your own indiscretion ?” 

“ The desire of possessing fhe half of those riches,'’ irdied th* 

Oldman, ought to be a pl::dge that will sadsy jon.'’ ‘ 

“The h^ of these riches'” interrupted Daiaanos, with an 
alteration vi^le m his countenance, “but that naif snroasses the 
treasures of the greatest kings.” 

The old man perceived this alteralion, and said to him, “If you 
the hdf too modi mi me, yon mny ^Te me only n qnm-mi 


“Most willmgly,’ returned Dakiancs. 


“ Bnr what precaution 
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will yot: take to remove them with safety ? You will caoso us to 
be discovered, and be the occasion of our mm.** 

“ Well, then,** replied the old man, ” though yon have promised 
mo much more, give mo only one of the apartments — I shall be 
folly satisfied. Yon do not answer my question. * 

" Wo will examine at Itmiro what yon bate proposed to me^** 
returned Dakunos. am glad, however that you are more 
reasonable, and that yon begm to understand yonrselil” 

Dokianos agam exammed these nches with more avidity, and 
his eyes were still further daisied by them. Ai\er having tho- 
roughly considered the magnificent apartment of the diamonds, in 
which they then were, You ire sensible ” said he to the old roan, 
^ that this is, without contradiction, the most valuable, and that it is 
not natural I should yield up to yon the lawful nght I have over it ?* 
“You have reason for what yon say/ returned the old man, 
“and I do not demand it of you. 

They pused afterwards mto the apartment which was filled with 
geld com. 

“ This treasure,** said Dakianoa, after havmg looked upon it for 
some tune, “is certamly what would cause the least trouble, and 
be the most easily drajicsed of It may be usefiil also towards 
prcscrviDg all the rest, either by establishing a guard or raismg 
walls , therefore I believe you too reasonable,** coutinued he, not 
to agree to the necessity that obliges me to keep it." 

“ 1 agree to it,** replied the old man, “let us pass on to another 
“These piles of mgots of silver and gold are not all necessary to 
you, said be as he viewed the fifth apoitmenL 

“ No," returned Dakumos, “ I might possibly do without some 
of these, but I have too great obligotiona to you, to expose you, 
by givmg them to you how could you convey them away? What 
a trouble it would be to you to disjxue of them I ■ 

“ That will be my buamesa," repbed the old man. 

No no added Dakianos, “ I love you too well to consent to 
tt besides, it would be the means to have me discovered, you 
would be arrested and you conld not prevent yourself from accus- 
ing me. Let os see the others,** 
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They opened the fourth apartment “ This horse-furniture is 
absolutely unsuitable to you, your age is an obstacle to the use of 
It ” 

He made use of the same difficulty to refuse him the cuirasses 
and the armour which filled the third When he had locked that 
up with the same care as the rest, they found themselves m that 
which contamed the sabres, and the old man said to him, “These 
arms are easy to carry, I will go and offer them to the Kmgs of the 
Indies , I will sell them separately, and you will run no risk.” 

“ You are right,” returned Dakianos, “ I may give you some of 
these ” 

As he said these words he exammed them, both the weight of 
the gold and the value of the diamonds. At length he drew one 
of them out of the scabbard , then he compared all the nches of 
which he might be the sole possessor, with the head of one man , 
and, unable to conceive how he could have hesitated so long, “ I 
distrust thee 1 ” said he, spnngmg upon the old man. 

The old man embraced his knees “ Be moved,” said he to him, 
“ with my old age ! The treasures no longer make any impression 
upon me, and I pretend not to them ” 

“ Truly I believe not,” resumed Dakianos ; “ they are mine, the 
tablet of gold gives them to me ” 

The old man recalled his promises to his memory “ But I will 
cancel them,” pursued he “ m return for the obhgation you have 
to me I only demand my life ” 

“ I have offended thee too far,” replied Dakianos • “ thy life 
would be my death, it would give me too much inqmetude ” 

Then at one blow staking off the head of the old man, “ Now,” 
cned he, “ my secret is my own ! ” 

The first care of Dakianos was immediately to make a grave 
and to inter this unfortunate victim of his avarice He feared not 
remorse, though he dreaded a witness, his heart was wholly occu- 
pied with the treasure that he possessed, and his ramd with the 
methods of preserving it But after devourmg it with his eyes, and 
enjoying that cruel satisfaction, m what trouble did he not find 
himself when he was obliged to leave it in order to seek for provi 
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non ? How often did be reproach himself with not having earned 
It with him ? And if he ever remembered the old man, u waj only 
to accuse hu memoiy, and to pcraiude himself that he must hare 
had some bad desga, smee ho had not advertised him of a thing 
which he might have foreseen without being so learned as be really 
was. Not to die with hunger in this lubteiranean vault, he was 
obliged to quit it What succoors could he find m so barren a 
desert as that with which it was surrounded? He was obliged, 
therefore, to go to a place at some distance , but how could he re- 
solve upon that, esponallyatatime when the ground lately removed 
might attract the cunosi^ of a traveller? Dakianos almost deter* 
mmed to let himself die rather than lose sight of his treasure. All 
that he could do to calm bis mquletudes was not to depart till 
night, when he took some handfuls of the gold com and repaired 
to the aty, where he bought a horse, which he loaded with biscuit 
and with a small barrel of water and returned before daybreak to 
seek his treasure, which be found m the same condition he bad leil 
It, with as much \ le uure os he had felt chagnn at leaving it 

His first care was, with mcredible fiidgue, to make a ^ery deep 
ditch round the cavern. He contrived a passage to it undergroond, 
the opeumg of which he covered with his clothes, that m a few 
days he laid upon them, and afterwards nused a but of earth to 
preserve himself fiom the weather All th.it he suffered during 
these immense labours is not to be conceiTed, and no one could 
have nnagmed, who had seen him thus wasted with labour and 
fadgue, that be was the richest inhabitant of the earth. 

^Vben he had conducted his work so &r as to be able to leave 
It without fear, he repaued agom to the aty, but with the some 
precaution — that is to say he went only m the night He em- 
ployed It wholly m purchasing some slaves, with whose assistance 
by degrees be brought thither evciytfamg that was nccetsaiy for his 
safety and convcmence. Soon after, he gathered workmen, with 
whose aid he buBt more solidly the works which he hari begun. 
He suTToonded the place with three walls of stone, and lay always 
Detween the first and the second. He took great care to spread 
abroad a report after thi« that he earned on a large foreign com- 
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merce, and spoke much of the fortune he had made m Egypt 
Upon this pretext — for there must be one for becoming so suddenly 
rich — he built a magnificent palace that of the thousand columns 
erected by Melik Jouna, the ancient King of the Indies, was 
nothing in corapanson to it Such great magnificence soon made 
him considered and respected by the world, and the pains he had 
given himself to preserve his nches not only flattered his self-love, 
but easily persuaded him that he had acquired tliem, and might 
enjoy them without remorse, the old man being totally forgotten 
It was easy for him to bnng out the treasures from his vault, the 
secret of which was not trusted to any person He sent caravans 
to all parts of the Indies to authorize the expenses he bestowed in 
slaves, m building, m women, and in horses, and fortune also 
favoured a commerce which was of little consequence to him 
His heart, fully satisfied as to nches, was not long insensible to 
ambition. The Court has strong attractions for the nch , they 
are received so graciously, they are praised in so delicate and 
so msmuating a manner, that they are generally seduced by iL 
And Dakianos, who now joined to his opulence an immeasurable 
ambition, neglected nothing to introduce himself at the Court ol 
the King of Persia, but made presents to the viziers to obtam their 
protection, and, by gaming it, rendered himself their slave PIis 
magnificence and his generosity, as he foresaw and wished, soon 
reached the ears of the King, who desired to see him 

Dakianos had an audience as soon as he appeared at Court, and 
to give a favourable impression of himself, and to deserve the 
favour of the King, he brought him presents which the greatest 
Kings upon earth could not, perhaps, have collected together It 
IS generally by nines that Eastern presents are given, when their 
magnificence is extended to the last degree Pie therefore caused 
himself to be preceded by nine superb camels The first was loaded 
with rune suits and ornaments of gold, adorned with the most beau- 
tiful jewels, of which the girdles were of the greatest lustre The 
second bore nine sabres, the hilts and scabbards of which were of 
gold adorned with diamonds Upon the third were seen nine suits 
of armour of equal magnificence The fourth had for its load nme 
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tmti of hono ftirmtore, fmt&ble to the other presents. Nine cases 
fall of sapphires were upon the hfth. Nine other cases heaped with 
rubles loaded the sixth. The same weight of emeralds was upon 
the serenth. The amethjsts, m an equal number of cases, was the 
load of the eighth. At last, there appeared upon the ninth camel 
nme cases of diamonds. Nme young women of the greatest beauty 
and magnific ently adomed, followed this caravan, and aght young 
slaves immediately preceded Dakianos. 

In the Diidst of the surprise which these presents garo to the 
King and the whole Court, some of those who composed it, and 
who, according to the customs of that plac^ endeavoured to cd* 
dose upon it, and who wished to contradict those who applauded 
It, or to show the Jostuess of their own remarks, demanded where 
was the ninth slave. Dakianos, who expected the question, pobted 
to hunself. The King, pleased with the turn of dehcacy wbch he 
Jobed to such magnificent presents received bun with e xtr e m e 
distmcuon, and, his natural doqoence mcrensiog his favoor it was 
□npossible for the Fcmce to be without him. He seated Dakianos 
by hbitclf, gave him the pleasure of his music, sent bm every day 
dishes from the royal table, and very often the most exquisite wmes, 
during which, on the other side^ Dakianos returned all this bounty 
by presents, the quantity of which was os surpnxmg as their mag* 
njficencc At length his contmoed Hbeiahty and bis eloquence 
procured him so great a power over the heart of the King, that 
be created bun bs Vlxier, that they might never part yet the 
confidence and the frioidshlp he testified to him gave bun still 
more power than the charge with which he was provided. 

Dabanoi governed Fema with an absolute sway he ought to 
have enjoyed a happbess wbch might satisiy his vanity But can 
ambition ever be satisfied ? The mountain of Kaf may set bounds 
to the world, but never to the Idexis and wishes of the ainhitioas. 
The Kmg bemg informed of tho amval of an ambassador from 
Greece, gave him audience immediately The ambassador, after 
having kissed tho foot of the throne, d^vered him a letter which 
he c a u sed his secretary to read aloud, it was concaved in these 
tctmsi 
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“I, Emperor and Sultan of seven climates, to you, King of 
Persia. As soon as my royal letter shall be delivered to you, fail 
not to send to me the tnbute of seven years If you make any 
difficulty to satisfy me, know that I have an army in readiness to 
march against you " 

This letter caused so much astonishment in the King, that he 
knew not what answer to make to it Dakianos, to deliver the 
Kmg from the perplexity he was in, rose from his place, touched 
the ground with his head, and endeavoured to restore his spirits 
“The letter of the Emperor of Greece,” said he, “ ought not to 
afflict you It IS easy to answer it, and to make him repent his 
menaces and his msolence Order your most faithful subjects to 
join with me, who am the humblest of your slaves , I shall inform 
them what they have to do ” 

These words consoled the King : he gave his orders in pursu* 
ance of them, and Dakianos raised above a hundred tliousand 
men for the King, whilst on his side he assembled ten thousand 
more, whom he equipped at his own evpense The King joined 
to this chosen troop two thousand of the most valiant soldiers, 
whom he had always had near his own person, and of whom he 
formed the guard of Dakianos, and declared him general of this 
army of one hundred and twelve thousand men Ihe new general 
took leave of the Kmg, and put himself at the head of his troops, 
which served as an escort to all his riches, which he took care to 
convey along with him, and which ten thousand camels could 
scarce carry The Kmg of Persia, who parted from his Vizier witli 
regret, accompanied him for three days, and quitted him with tears 
m his eyes, givmg him a thousand benedictions, and repeatmg to 
him a thousand tunes that he was his strength, his support, and, 
what was much more, the only friend of his heart. Dakianos 
chose out the most warlike men in all the cities through which he 
passed, equipped them at his own expense, and gave them what- 
ever pay they demanded The report which was spread abroad of 
tms magnificence drew together men from all parts of the world, 
and his army was m a short time mcreased to three hundred 
thousand soldiers. 
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The Emperor of Greece, upon the news be bad of the Fenian 
tJtnf, cmmedmtdy assembled his troops, and advanced to meet 
D flhan ai ^tb sercQ hundred thousand men. As soon as he per 
ceived the enemy, be divided bia army mlo two bodies, and gave 
the signal for battle. The troops of Dakianos acted with so much 
valour, and their first onset was so terrible, that the army of the 
Grecians had not tone to recover themselves, and they were almost 
as soon defeated as attacked. Dakianos ordered the Crecun Em- 
peror whom he had taken pnsoner, to be beheaded, and without 
the least difflcolty made btrnself master of all his dominions, of 
which be caused himself to be acknowledged sovereign. The 
first busmen of this new montrch was to wnte the following letter 
to the Sing of Perm t 

“I have defeated and overcome Oesar,* I have conquered his 
donunioos, 1 have moonted his throne and have been acknow 
ledged the sovereign of his whole empire. As soon as this letter 
IS delivered to you, defer not a moment to send me the tribute 
doe for seven yean : if you make the least difficult to pay it 
you most submit to the same fiite as Oetai.” 

Thu letter whh great reason, provoked the King of Fezria 
beyond all the bounds of moderation. Without loss of time he 
assembled bis troops , but before be put himself at their head to 
march towards the confines of Greece, he returned this answer to 
Dakianos 

** Can a mao so despicable as thou art have possibly conquered 
Greece? Thou hast betrayed me — I, who am thy King, and who 
am seated upon the golden throne of my ancestoca. Thou hast 
attacked me, notwithstanding the giabtude and fidelity thou owest 
to me. 1 am upon my departure to cause even the very memory 
of thee to pensh, to restore Greece to her former situation, and to 
deliver her to her lawful sovereign I" 

Thu danng answer of the King of Fcma threw Dakianos mto 
the most dreadful rage he immedialely formed a detachment of 
two hundred thooaand men fiom ius army to advance and give 


* In tti« East they ilwayi ghv that nun* to tba Snip«ren of Grees*. 
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battle to the King of Persia. Those troops were not long iwthout 
meeting him The combat was bloody and obstinate, but at 
length the Kmg of Persia was defeated, taken pnsoner, and con- 
ducted to Dakianos 

When that Pnnce was in his presence, “Wretch!" said he to 
him, “how canst thou bear my sight, thou most ungrateful of 
mankind ?" 

“ I ungrateful ? " replied Dakianos. “ I have levied troops at 
my oivn expense , I have spent the greater part of my immense 
treasures , I have, therefore, bought this conquest. I have done 
more ; I have fought , I have revenged thy quarrel What canst 
thou reproach me with ? " 

“ I have loved thee," returned the King 
It IS hard for those in power to bear a well-founded reproach 
The only answer of Dakianos was to command his head to be struck 
off, and immediately to send troops to seize on his dominions He 
chose Ephesus to fix his residence in , but, not thinking that city 
magnificent enough, he caused it to be rebuilt with the utmost ele- 
gance, and gave all his care to the erecting of a palace, which was 
unparalleled for its solidity, its extent, and its magnificence He 
erected in the centre of it a kiosk, the walls of which w’ere sue hun- 
dred feet long, and the cement and all the jointings of it were of 
silver This kiosk contained a thousand chambers, each of which 
enclosed a throne of gold he caused three hundred and sixty-five 
gates of crystal to be made, which he placed in such a manner that 
every day throughout the year the nsing sun shone upon one of 
them His palace had seven hundred porters , su.ty wiziers were 
occupied m his affairs There were always in the hall of audience 
sixty thrones, on which were seated those who had signalized them- 
selves m war. He bad seven thousand astrologers, who assembled 
every day, and continually declared to him the different influences 
of the stars He was always surrounded by ten thousand ichoglans, 
who wore girdles and crowns of solid gold, and were most magni- 
acentiy clad . they had no other employment but that of being 
always ready to receive his orders He appointed suty pashas, 
each of whom bad under hig command two tliousand well-made and 
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valiant yoting men, who each in paiUcolai commanded two thou 
land soldiers. 

One day, when Dakunoi waa m the height of hli splendonr an 
old man arose horn beneath the throne upon which he was seated. 
The K^ng, amaxed, asked him who he waiL He was an unbelieving 
geme, but, lar from confessing 

" I am,® ho answered, “ a prophet of God I obey His orden by 
commg to you. Know, therefore, that He has made me the god 
of the heavens, and that Ho ordains that you should be the god of 
the earth.” 

Daioanoi answered him, "Who wiU bcheve that I am so?” 

And the genie imzoediatdy disappeared. 

Some time after, Dakianos had again the lame appantion, and 
the geme repeated to him the tame things but he answered him 

“ You deceive me. How can I be the god of the earth ? ” 

"Your power your great actiDDS, and the care that Allah has 
taken of you, ought to persuade you, but if you will not believe 
me,® pursued the old mao, "do whit I shall you, and you wiU 
soon be connaced.” 

Dakianos, whose pnde this flattered, and who had nothing more 
to desire of human greatness, promised him to consent to every 

fhmg 

" your throne be placed upon the shore of the sea,” pursued 
the old man. 

What he destrediras es routed. And when Dakianos was placed 
there, " Pnnee,” said the genic to him, " there is at the bottom of 
the sea a fish, the bigness of which is known only to Allah, and 
which every day comes to land. It remains there till noon to adore 
the Almighty No person mtemipts its prayers when they are 
finished, it plunges agam to the bottom of the sea.® 

The fish appeared as usual, and the geme said to Dakianos, 
"Though the fish will not believe your power, it however 
declared to all the fishes of the sea that you are the god of the 
earth. It fears nothing, and comes now to inform ifatfIC You 
will know the truth of what I have declared to you,® contmued he, 
" if you will only condescend to say to him, I am the god of the 
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earth ’ Your voice will freeze him with terror— he cannot hear it 
without surprise, and will certainly take flight*' 

This proposition pleased Dakianos, and he called the fish, and 
said to It, “‘lam the god of the earth.' ” 

These words of infidelity made the fish immediately plunge to 
the bottom of the sea, m the fear he was under lest the Almighty 
Power should dart His thunder to punish that impostor Dakianos 
easily persuaded himself that the fish was an infidel, and that his 
presence had made him take flight From that moment he be- 
lieved all the deludmg words of the genie, and soon had no doubt 
left of hts divinity Not only his subjects adored him, but people 
came from all comers of the world to give him those marks of 
adoration which he exacted , for he caused all those to be thrown 
into a burning furnace who refused to adore him 

In the number of the ten thousand slaves wlio stood always be- 
fore him with their hands crossed upon their breasts, there were six 
Greeks who possessed his confidence, and who approached the 
nearest to his person They were named Jemhkha, Mekchilinia, 
Mechhma, Merlima, Debermouch, and Chamouch They were 
generally placed m an equal number upon his nght and left hand 
Jemhkha was one whom he most favoured, nature having endowed 
him -with all her charms his words were sweeter than the honey 
of Arabia, and his wit sparkling and agreeable, in a word, this 
young man united in himself all perfections Their employments 
engaged both him and his companions to pay that homage to 
Dakianos which was due to God alone 
One day, as Dakianos was at table, Jemhkha held a fan to dnve 
away the flies that might incommode him . there came one which 
settled Itself with so much obstinacy upon the dish he was eatmg 
that he was obliged to give it up Jemhkha, struck with this 
shght event, thought it ridiculous that a man who could not dnve 
away even a fly that troubled him, should pretend to divinity 
“Surely,” continued he, “I ought to have no regard for such a 
god,” 

Some time after, Dakianos entered into one of his apartments 
to repose himself for some hours , and J emlikha still waited by 
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him with the CuL Allah once more tent the nme Qj, and at thu 
time It placed itself upon the face of the monarch, Jemlikha 
would have dnven it awaj lat it thoold mtenopt his lord t sleep , 
bnt his pains were m vam it awakened Dakianot, and threw 
him mto the greatest impatience. Jcmlikha, already touched by 
his first reflections, within himself, ^ This man certainly is no 
more a god than I am there can be but one God, and it is He 
who has created the son that gires ns light 

From that time Jemlikha used the costom of laying er ery night 
when he lay down, “ The true God is He who created the heavens, 
and fixed them m the air without a pillar * 

It IS ddficolt to make a senous rcdection and not to communi- 
cate it to a friend. Jemlikha declared all his doubts to bis coia- 
pamoni. " A man " ays he, who cannot disengage himself from 
a fly can ho have power over the works of nature ? " Then ho 
related the adventore of the fly 

"But if our King u not a said they to him, **whom then 
ore we to adore?” 

Jemhkha told them what be thought, and they were so fiur per 
suaded of it, that from that day thqr joined with him every night 
m prayer Then- ossemblmg themselves together m private places 
toon became the subject of conreaation. Dakianos bemg informed 
of It, sent for them into his presence, and said to them, 

“ Do you adore another God beside me ? ” 

They contented themselves with answering him, “ We adore the 
Sovereign Master of the world-* 

The Kmg, who took that answer to mean himself, loaded them 
with caresses, and bestowed upon each of them a robe of honour 
They rtpred, covered with the lavouia of their master and IheiT 
first care was to odoro and thank the High God for His bounty to 
them. Jemlikha afterwards said to them, 

“ If there should be again such an information given to the Kmg 
as has now put ns into such imminent danger we can hope for no 
further mercy from hnn. I imagine, therefore, the only resolution 
we can take is to qmt our country and to seek another, where we 
may adore God without coustraint.* 
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“But how can we take our flight?” reiflied his companions 
“ We know no other country but this ” 

‘Let us put our trust in God,” resumed Jemlikha, “and make 
use of any favourable circumstance. We are not to follow Dakianos 
when he goes on his magnificent chase for six days at the head of 
his army what hinders us takmg that time for our departure ? We 
will demand permission of the officers of the palace that guard us 
to play at feheukian , * we will go out of the square, throw the ball 
to a great distance, and take our flight upon those swift horses 
which are usually given us for that exercise ” 

They approved this project, and waited with impatience for the 
bme of Its execution. At length Dakianos departed with his 
numerous army 

The day after the King’s departure they put m execution what 
they had projected The eunuchs pursued them, and would have 
forced them to return back to the palace , but they answered them, 
“ We are tired of our King he endeavours to pass for the God 
of the earth, and we adore Him alone who has created all that we 
behold.” 

The young men had already draivn their sabres, and in a mo- 
ment they put the eunuchs out of a condition of following them 
Then J emlikha said to them, “ My fnends, we are named if we do 
not use all possible expedition ” 

They immediately put their horses at full speed, which so much 
fatigued them that then strength was soon exhausted. They were 
then obliged to continue their journey on foot, but being tired, 
and famt with thirst and hunger, they stopped on the side of the 
road, and, with entire confidence in God, prayed to Him to relieve 
them Some faithful genu heard them, and, touched with their 
situation, they inspired mto Jemlikha the thought of ascendmg a 
mountam, at the foot of which they were It was not without pain 
that he arrived at the summit , but at length he perceived a spnng, 
the pure and clear water of which was to him the water of life, and 
a shepherd sitting by it, who sang whilst his flock was feedmg 


• An exercise performed on horseback. 
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JunlHcha called to his companions tho few words ho coold malce 
them bear augmented their strength, and gave them courage sufll 
aent to ascend the mountain. 

The shepherd, whose name was Keschetiouch, gave them some 
provisions, and thcf drank of the water of this delightful fountain 
Hus reireshment re-establLshed thdi strength, and their first care 
was to return their thanks to Heaven for it Then keschetiouch 
said to them, 

“ How have you found tho way to a place where I never yet 
saw any mortal? If I am not mistaken, you are fugitives. Trust roc 
with your misfortunes t I may perhaps be of some service to you." 

Jemhkha related to him all that hod happened to them, and 
nls discourse struck the tight of laith Into the heart of this shep* 
herd, God so cnUghlcnbg hU mind, that he soon learned and 
repeated with them their prayers. AAcrworUs he told them bo 
would never quit them. 

** Ephesus," uys be, “ U so near to this place, that yoo will still 
be la some dongen Doubt not but Dakuuios will use his utmost 
efTorts to have you seised. I know a cavern not fiir from hence, 
which perhaps In a forty years' search could not be found i I will 
conduct you there." 

Immediately without delay they arose and followed him. 

The shepherd bad a little dog, which bo colled Catnier, that 
followed them. They did not care to take hun with them , ond 
using all their skill to drive him away, they at lost threw a stone 
at him, which broke his leg, but bo still followed them limping 
They threw a second at him, which did not turn him back though 
it broke hu other fore leg so that he walked only upon his two 
hind feet, continuing his march. The third stone having broke 
one more, he was no longer la a condition to stand. J3ut Allah 
gave tho gift of iiwccb to this lillle dog, who said to them, 

“ Alas 1 you go to seek after AUali, and you have prevented mo 
from all hope of going with you I Am not I also tho creature of 
Allah ? Are you alone obUg^ to acknowledge Him ? * 

They were so astonished at this wonderful miracle, and moved 
with the condition to which they had reduced the dog, that they 




i86 


THE SEVEN SLEEPERS. 


earned him m turn, and went on begging the protection of Heaven 
They were not long before they arrived at tlie cavern to which the 
shepherd conducted them, and finding themselves fatigued with 
their journey, they lay down to sleep , but by the particular mission 
of Heaven, they slept with their eyes open, in such a manner that 
no one could suspect they tasted any real repose The cavern was 
so gloomy, the heat of the sun could not mconimocle them , a 
gentle, pleasing wind incessantly refreshed them, and a long narrow 
opening gave an entrance to the rays of the sun at his rising. 

In tlie meantime those eunuchs who had escaped from the sabres 
of the young slaves came directly to give an account of what had 
passed to Dakianos He was m despair at their flight, and a^ he 
was recollecting m his mind the favours he had siiown them, and 
accusing them of the highest ingratitude, the same unfaithful genie 
who had so often appeared to him presented himself before him, 
and said to him, 

“Your slaves have quitted you only that they might worship 
another God, m whom they place all their trust" 

This discourse so heightened the anger of Dakianos that he 
conjured the genie to let him know the place of their retreat 

“ I alone can bring you to it,” returned the genie “ All man- 
kind would search for it in vain, but I will conduct you to it at the 
head of your army ” 

They immediately departed, and were not long before they arrived 
at the mouth of the cavern The genie then said to Dakianos, 

“ It is here they are retired ” 

Dakianos, who was wholly possessed with the spint of revenge, 
immediately would have entered it, but that moment there burst 
out from the cave a dreadful vapour, which was follow’ed by a 
furious wind, and a darkness that spread over all that part of the 
world. The army gave back with horror , but anger redoubling 
the courage of Dakianos, he advanced to the entrance of the 
cavern, but it was with incredible difficulty, and, in spite of all his 
efforts, it was absolutely impossible for him to enter it, the air being 
so impenetrable He perceived Catnier, who slept with his head 
restmg upon his paw, and distmguished plamly the six young Greeks 
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Acd the ibepherd, who were all in a. profotmd sleep thongh he wu 
fhun suspecting it, os their eyes were open. Dakunos was not 
rash enough to renew hia efforts — a secret horror reatnuned him. 
The ught of this cavern and all the prodigies of Heaven spread so 
great a terror m his mind that he returned to his army and said 
that he bad discovered his slaves, who had prostrated themselves 
before Him without having the courage to speak to him, and that 
be had left them pnsonen m the cavern till he fixed his resolution 
respecUng their punishment In effect, he consulted bis sixty 
vlxiers, and demanded of them what remarkable vengeance ho 
coold exercise upon these young slaves, bnt no advice of theirs 
could give him satisfaction. He hod recoone, therefore, to his 
geme, who advised him to command the architects, who always 
marched along with him to raise a very thick wall which should 
entnely close np the entrance of the cavern, and take away all 
hope of succour from those who were enclosed in it 
** Yon must tike care for your own glory to cause to be engraved 
upon this wall the Qme, the year and the reasons that obliged you 
to erect it, that will be the means,” said he, *'of m forming pot> 
tcnty that you revenged yours^ wiA a greatness of spirit* 

Dakisnos approved this counsel and caused a wall to be erected 
os thick and sohd as those of Aleiandna but he bod the pre- 
cantion to reserve one passage, of which be alone knew the entrance, 
in hopes of being one day able to seixe upon his slaves, and with 
a view of examinmg the events at the cavern which, in spite of 
himself, contmoally took np his thoughts. He added to all these 
precantioas that of placmg a gnoid of twenty thousand men, who 
encamped before the waQ. AH his armies bad orders to relieve 
this bc^y of troops every month, who were commanded to put to 
death all those who endeavoured to approach a place which en- 
dosed those whose revolt and flight were the first misfortunes of 
his life , for till that moment everything had succeeded happily to 
him, A desire of revenge joined itself to the insult he bud received 
from them, which appeared greater to him, as nothing had ever 
before dared to resist bhn. To a man intoxicated with his power, 
of which he bad been himself the sole cause, so positive an oppo> 
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sition to his will was a cruel situation Nothing could prevent him 
from repairing every day to the cavern m order to nnke new elTorLs 
to enter il^ or at least to feed his eyes with tlic objects of his 
vengeance. 

The calm which was enjoyed by those whom he still looked 
upon as his slaves redoubled his fury. Their e>e3, which were, as 
he imagined, fixed upon him — their silence to all the reproaches 
and mvectives with whicii he loaded them — even their attitude — 
all were marks of the greatest contempt of him. One day, when 
he had joined to his usual speeches the blackest imprecations 
against Heaven, Allah permitted Catnier, without any motion, to 
answer him . 

Wretch ! darest thou blaspheme a God who has let thee U\e, 
notwithstanding the crimes that thou hast been guilty of? Belicvest 
thou that He has forgot to punish the fate of the learned Egyptian, 
whom thy avarice put to death, contrary to the most sacred oaths ? " 

Dakianos, whose wrath was impotent there, went out, distracted 
and provoked with the insulting reproaches that he received from 
the dog of his slaves. What a subject of humility ! But for from 
having recourse to prayer, and implonng Allah's clemency, his pride 
revolted, and by a sentiment natural to the wicked, who generally 
render those who are subject to them answerable for everything 
that wounds their vanity, at his return he caused to be executed, 
m the pubhc square, above two thousand men, who had refused 
to adore him These examples of seventy spread abroad the fire 
of a rebellion, which was lighted in all parts of his dominions , and, 
notwithstanding the anxiety that these troubles gave him to stop 
the progress of them, an inward emotion, which he could not resist, 
led him continually towards the cavern 

“What IS It I go there to seek?" said he withm himself “ The 
reproaclies and contempt of one of the vilest animals, whilst I am 
eveiywhere adored — whilst every word that comes from my sacred 
mouth is revered. Yet, notwithstanding tins, what am I in the 
eyes of an animal whom God protects ? A shadow of power — an 
object of impotence 1 Ah I Dakianos, what shame 1 what confu« 
sionl But, however, I have concealed it, notwithstanding this 
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God, vho will tonnent me, and His eflbrts will be in vom against 
mj regulations How happy 1 am to hare concealed from my 
subjects the knowledge of such a misfortune t How prudent was 
I in erecting a wall which forbids all entrance to the cavern, and 
In hindering aH mankind from approaching it by the troops which 
I have disposed before it t Bat in what manner con my slaves 
have sobmted whilst I have kept them enclosed there ? Doubt 
leu they have some communication into the country, and that 
commonicotioa is unknown to me. To remedy this inconvenience, 
I must surroond the mountain with n^ troops* Accordingly he 
gave orders to six hundred thousand men to fonn an encampment 
round u, and to let no person approach a place that was so odious 
to him. 

When he bad taken these new precauhoni, be returned to the 
entrance of the cavern and said, with a frerce and haughty voice, 
**Now)Oawill be obliged to deliver yoniMlvcs up to my power 1* 
Cotmer answered him again, " Wc fear thee not i is out 
protector But believe me, and return to Ephesus thy presence 
is become necessary thers* 

Dakianos perceiviag that he would give no further answer re* 
turned to the aly, and found that several of the chief of the 
eunuchs of hu serogho were muidered. Dakianos, dutracted at 
this a&ont, could not forbear returning to the cavern, and saying 
to Catnier (because be was the only creature that onswe^ him) 
thy God could restore me the honour that has been token 

from me, I would endeavour ^ 

Catnier answered him, ^ Go return to Ephesus , other misfor 
tunes attend thee there." 

These words threw Dakianos into the utmost confusion. He 
returned immediately and found that the demon of hatred had 
seized upon his three sons, that they hod drawn their sabres 
agamst each other, and that the angel of death was come to fetch 
them hence, which be did before his eyes. 'What an auction to 
a fizther 1 \Vbat a disappointment to an ambitious mmd, who de- 
pended upon gnriDg each of them an i*«iipire in diiterent ports c/ 
the woddi 
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In the midst of the sorrow with which he was surrouiultcl, he. 
could not prevent himself from rclurmns once more to the cavern 
“Wretches!’’ said he to them, “what tormenls oujht I not to 
make you suller w'hcn you shall fall into my hands? Ho.’.ovcr 
restore me my children, and I will forgive all that >ou hvve done 
against me ” 

Calmer, who always spoke, answered limi thus: 

“God will restore no children whom lie has banished from the 
world to punish the crimes of their father Go, return to hplie^u^ 
Thou deservest to find new misfortune^ there “ 

“ It is too much,’’ cned Dakianos, retiring ; and immcdiatel) , 
with rage and despair in his heart, he commanded all hi-. Irooi)^. 
and all the inhabitants of Ephesus, to bring each of them a figgot, 
and see his orders executed. Then he caused tlii^i eiiormouj 
quantity of wood to be piled before the cavern, in hopes of stithng 
those whom it enclosed, but the wind beat back the thmes of the-, 
amazing fire against the army (who took to Ihght), and against the 
city No pnvate house, notwithstanding, was in the least incotn 
moded by it , but tlie fire seized upon the p ilaee of Dakianoi, 
which was wholly reduced to ashes, and all the irt-isure which In. 
had amassed with so much care vanislied in a moment, wliiKt tlie 
cavern did not undergo the least alteration This last prodigj 
engaged him to have recourse to the seven sleepers, and to Calmer 
himself, begging them to mtercede for him The little dog an 
swered him thus 

“ It IS fear, and not piety, that seems to soften the hardness o( 
thy heart Begone thou canst not deceive Allah " 

Dakianos retued, confounded witli this last reproach, but still 
more distracted at having humbled himself so far. 

In the midst of all these misfortunes w'hich succeeded each 
other to oppress this enemy of God, the revolt, which was con- 
siderably augmented, demanded an example to be made, and the 
heart of Dakianos engaged him to render it of the greatest seventy 
To that effect he caused to be erected in the public square, upon 
the ashes of his palace, a throne of iron, he comnuuided all liis 
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Court and iD hi* troops to be dotbed in red,* and to be covered 
with black tnrbans. He took care to put on the same habit, with 
a design of murdering in one moment five or ex hundred thousand 
souls, whom he resolved to sacrifice to the safety of his throne, to 
the manes of his children, to his lost honour, and to what affected 
him still more, the mcessant remorse and horror that gnawed his 
heart But before he performed this cruel execution, he resolved 
once more to visit the cavern, m hopes iKat his weapons, the usual 
confidence of the wicked, might mtimidate those whom by prayers 
or by menace* he could obtain nothing from. When he amved 
there he redoubled his osual blasphemies. 

** Tremble, thou wretch 1 • said Catniex then to hfan without any 
emotioa or so much as raising his head, which lay upon bis paws. 

** Shall 1 tremble ? ” returned Dabanos Allah Himself cannot 

make me tremble.** 

But He can puiush thee," punned Calnicri “thou draftcst near 
thy lut moment** 

Dakunos, at that word, luteamg only to his reaeotment, took 
his arrows and bu bow 

“We shall see,” said he, “whether 1 sm not redoubtable — to 
thee at least** 

He then shot an arrow at him with the utmost strength of bis 
aim , but a scpematuial power made it fall at the feet of him who 
shot It and at the same instant there sprang out of the cavern a 
serpent, which was above twen^ feet in length, and whose dread 
fill and mflamed look made him tremble. Dakianos would have 
his flight , but the serpent soon overtook him, grasped him 
round the b^y and dragged him through the whole aty aH 
his subjects might be witnesses of hu terror and of bis punishment 
He then conveyed him to the iron throne which he had prepared 
for the scene of his vengeance. It was there that, bemg dcroured 
by degrees, Dakianos by his dreaxliul suflenngB gave a terrible 
example of the punishment due to ingratitude and impiety The 
serpent afterwards returned to his cavern without having done the 


* TUs coloor fax tha Hart is a tnaik of tttr o( prtni»«.«- 




192 


THE SEVEN SLEEPERS. 


least hurt to any person, and all the inhabitants of Ephesus loaded 
It with benedictions at its departure. 

Several Kings succeeded Dakianos, and filled his throne during 
the time of one hundred and forty years, after winch it fell into 
the power of the ancient Greeks, who enjoyed it for tlie space of 
one hundred and sixty-mne years longer. W iien tlm time of the 
repose of the Seven Sleepers was accomplished, that which was 
written happened unto them One of the seven aw'akened at that 
instant , and the dawn beginning to appear, he raised himself up, 
and said within himself, “I seem to have slept at least twenty-four 
hours,” and by degrees tlie others awakened, struck with the same 
idea 

Jemlikha, always more lively than the rest, leapt up immediately, 
and was extremely surprised to find, at the opening of the cavcm, 
a wall erected of large square stones, which entirely enclosed it 
He returned to his companions and told them the occasion of his 
astonishment Notwithstanding this inconvenience, they agreed 
that they must absolutely send one of their number to the city to 
buy provisions , and castmg their eyes upon the sheplierd, jemhkha 
gave lum money, tellmg him that he ran no hazard by going The 
shepherd nsmg to do them that service, at that moment Catmer^ 
awakened, perfectly cured of his brokem legs, and ran to caresb 
them. The shepherd strove m vain to get out of the cavern, for 
the passage that Dakianos had reserved to himself was fallen down 
and examining the wall carefully, he remarked tlie enormous big- 
ness of the stones that composed it, and through the chinks that 
time had made between them, he saw with astonishment that part 
of the trees were dead, others were fallen, and that the w'ater of the 
springs was differently placed , in one word, he was so confounded 
at the uncommon change that he perceived, that he returned into 
the cavern to inform his companions of tins surprising event. 1 hey 

There are ten animals which, according to Mahommedans, must enter into 
Paradise the whale that swallowed Jonas , the ant of Solomon, die ram of 
Ismael , the cuckoo of Bellas , the camel of the Prophet of God , the ass of 
Aazis, Queen of Saba , the calf of Abraham , tlie camel of the Prophet Saleb 
the ox of Moses , and the dog that accompanied the S^ven Sleepi^ 
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hnmediately arose and went to the entrance to Jndge of it them- 
seires , bat every fresh ol^ect redoobled their am&iement 

Jemlitha then said to the shepherd, “Give me thy habit, I 
will go myself to the aty and fetch what is necessary for us, and 
endeavour to find out what we caimot now comprehend" 

The shepherd gave hrm his habit, and took hu in retnm. Jem> 
likhfl, with much laboar made h»A^iti»1f a passage through the rums 
of this thidc wah followed the road to the aty, and remarked ova 
the gate a standard, upon which was written, "There is no other 
god but the true God* 

He was astonished to find that one mght had produced so great 
a change. " Is not this a vision? " said be. " Do I awak^ or do 
I feel the Ulosions of a dream?** 

Whilst he made these embarrassiog reflectioiis, he saw a mnp 
come oat of the castle, whom be approached, and asked him if this 
oty was not called Ephesus. Re told him that was its name. 

" What IS the name of him who governs it?* resumed Jonlikba 
immediately 

" It belongs to Encouch 1 he is the King of it, and has his re«> 
dence m it," replied the man. 

Jemlikha, stiU more astonished, pursued his questions. 

" "What do these words ognify," cned be, " which arc upon the 
standard ?* 

He satisfied his amosity by telling him that th^ represented 
the holy name of God. 

"But I apprehend," mterrupted Jemlikha, with eagerness, "that 
Dakianos is the King of this aty, and thnt he hlms^ be 

worshipped here as a god." 

" I have never heard of any Kin g so named," returned the in- 
habitant of the aty 

"\VhatanunconimonsleepIamint"aied Jemlikha. "Awaken 
me, I conjure you," said he to him. 

The man, suipiucd m his turn, could not forbear saying to him, 
"WhatJ you have asked me reasonable and sensible questions, 
you have understood mj answers, and can you unagme that you 
set asleep?" 
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Jemlikha, ashamed of speaking to him so madvertently, quitted 
him, saying withm himself, “ Most high Allah, have you depnved 
me of reason ? ” 

With this confusion of ideas, he entered into the city, which he 
could not m the least recollect : the houses, the temples, the se- 
raglios, appeared under a new form to hinn At length he stopped 
before the door of a baker, where he chose out several loaves, and 
presented his money for them : the baker examined it, and looking 
upon Jemhkha with much attention, he was alarmed at it, and said 
to him, 

“Why dost thou look upon me? Give me thy bread, take my 
money, and concern thyself no further.” 

The baker answered him with the most eager curiosity, “Where 
hast thou found this money ? ” 

“What IS that to thee?” resumed Jemlikha. 

“ I don’t know this money,” rephed the baker, “ it is not the 
com of the King that now reigns Let me share the treasure which 
thou hast doubtless been so happy as to find, and I promise thee 
to be secret ” 

Jemlikha, almost out of patience, said to him, “This money is 
struck with the image of Dakianos, the absolute lord of this country. 
What can I tell thee more ? ” 

But the baker, still prepossessed vnth the same idea, pursued 
thus “ Thou coraest from the country believe me, thy occupation 
of a shepherd has not rendered thee cunnmg enough to deceive 
me, nor to impose upon me God has favoured thee with the dis- 
covery of a treasure if thou dost not consent to share it witli me, 
I will go this moment and declare it to the Eang , he will soon 
have thee arrested, thy nches will be seized upon, and perhaps 
thou mayest be put to death for not having declared them ” 
Jemhkha, impatient at this discourse of the baker’s, would have 
taken his bread and left him , but the baker detamed him, and, 
their dispute growmg hot, a mob gathered round them to listen to 
It Jemhkha said to the baker, 

I went out of the city but yesterday, I return to it this day 
What can make thee imagme that I have found a treasure?” 
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** Nothing a more true,” returned the baker, ** and I tm resolved 
to have a ihare of it* 

A man belongmg to the Kmg nmning in at the noise, and in 
the incertitnde he was in of the event, went and fetched the guards, 
who seiied upon JemHkha, and conducted him before the King, 
whom ihej infonned of the occasion of this dispute. 

And the Pzinc& said to him, **\Vhere hast thou found those 
ancient coins they speak of?* 

"Sire,* rephed Jemlikha, "I earned them yesterday from this 
aty, but m one night Ephesus has taken so diderent a form that 
I no longer know it all whom I have met, all whom I see, ore 
unknown to me, and yet I was bom m this aty, and 1 cannot 
expren the confusion of my mind.* 

The King said to him, *<Thon seemest to have sense , thy coon* 
tenince a agreeable, and thy manner composed henr can tby 
speech be so unreasonable? Is it to abuse me that thou feignest 
this distraction? I will absolutely know whee thou hast concealed 
the treasore which thy good fortuDO has made thee possessor of 
The hfth part by law belongs to me, and 1 consent to leave thee 
the remamder* 

“Sire,* replied Jemlikha, “I have not fbond a treasnre, but 
certainly I hare lost my senses.* 

Jemlikha dont not speak too plainly, he still feanng lest this 
Kmg, who wu unknown to him, shmild be one of the viaeis of 
Dakianos, who might order him to be conveyed to that Prince, who 
perhaps was absent 

Happily for him, Kn couch had a Vlxier of a penetrating genins, 
and who had an cxteosirQ knowledge of the precepts of Um law, 
and of anaent history that of Dakianos was not unknown to him, 
and by consequence he had some knowledge of the Seven Sleepers, 
who were imagined to be m a neighboonng cavern. The discourse 
of Jem^kha gave him suspicions, and to enlighten be said 
m a whisper to the Kmg, " I am much deceived, or this young msn 
attended upon Dakianoa. God enlightened his nunH, he quitted 
him and retired mto a caveni with five of bis companions, a shq>t 
herd, and a little dog. Ibose seven persons were to appear out 

U— 1 
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of this cavern after havmg slept three hundred and nine years ; 
their awakening was to confirm the people in then duty, and every- 
thing mduces me to believe that this young man is the former slave 
of Dakianos ” 

Encouch, with reason, reposed much confidence in his Vizier , 
therefore, addressing himself to Jemlikha, “Relate thy adventure 
to us without disguise,” said he, “ or I will have thee seized this 
moment” 

Jemlikha, who knew the necessity his fnends were under of his 
return, obeyed him, notsvithstanding the fear he was under of see- 
mg Dakianos, and finished his recital, which proved conformable 
to all that the Vizier had read m history , but what still further 
convmced the Kmg was, that he added, “Your Majesty may be 
pleased to know that I have a house, a son, and several relations 
\fi this city, that can bear witness to the truth of what I have said ” 

“Consider,” said the prudent Vizier to him, “that all thou hast 
related to the ELing happened three hundred and mne years smce.” 

“Thou must, then, give us some other proof,” resumed the 
Kmg. 

“ I make no answer out of respect,” returned Jemlikha, “to all 
the difficulties that are made , but to persuade you of what 1 have 
advanced, there is a considerable treasure, concealed by me in the 
house that belongs to me, which none but myself has the know- 
ledge of” 

The Kmg and all his Court immediately rose to repair to this 
house. But Jemlikha, who went first, m order to conduct them, 
looked all round, and knew neither the street nor his own house 

He was m this confusion, when God permitted an Angel, under 
the form of a young man, to come to his assistance, who said to 
him, “ Servant of the true God, you seem to be much astonished.” 

“ How can I but be surprised?” rephed Jemlikha, “ this aty is 
so changed m one night, that I cannot find my house, nor even 
the street m which it is situated.” 

“Eollow me,” said the Angel of God, “I will conduct you 
thither ” 

Jemlikha, still accompamed by the King, the Beys, and the 
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Vincr*, foIloTred the Angel of God, who after some tune flopped 
Defore a door and disappeared, saymg to him, “Behold toot house.* 

J emliUifl^ throng hu cQoftdeace m God, entered mto it, and caw 
an old man, unknown to him, and who was surroonded by several 
young people. Ho sainted them all very poGtely, and said very 
al&bly to the old man, “This house, 1 believe, belongs to me, 
why do I find you here? and what business have you to do In 
it?* 

‘I believe you are mistaken,* replied the old man, with the same 
affiibihty “ Thu house has long been m our family Mygrand* 
fiuher left it to my £ither who u not yet dead, but who indeed has 
but one breath of life left.* 

The young men would have answeied, and were enraged at 
Jemlikha, but the old man said to them, “Be not angry, mj 
children , passion is never necessary He has perhaps tome good 
reason to give ns let us hearken to him.* 

He afterwards turned himself towards JexnHkha, and said tohus, 
** How can this house belong to you ? By what nght do you pr^ 
tend to It ? Who are you ? * 

“ Ah 1 venerable old man,* retemed Jemlikha, “ how can I teH 
yon of my adventure? None of those to whom I have related it 
will give credit toll, I cannot myself comprehend It judge of the 
situatioa I am ml* 

The old man, touched with hu aJfticdon, M^d to him, “ Take 
courage, my chftd I interest myself m your fate , my heart was 
moved at the nght of you.* 

Jemlikha, reassured by thu discourse, related to the old man all 
that had happened to him and be hod no sooner heard hu story 
than he went and brocghtoutapicturc to compare it with Jemlikha. 
When he had exammed him for some time, he sighed and hu 
trouble and c on ce r n moeased. He kissed the picture several 
tunes, and threw himself at the feet of Jemlikha, prostrating hu 
wnnkled -countenance, and bis beard, whitened by age, upon the 
po u nd. At length he cned on^ 

“Oh, my dearest ancestor 1* 

The torrent of tears which ran Grom hu e 3 res pr even te d hm fir oa 
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sa}ang more. The King and his Viziers, whom this scene had 
rendered very attentive to the conversation, said then to the old 
man, 

“ What ! do you acknowledge him for your ancestor/” 

“Yes, sure,” replied he: “he is the great-great-father of my 
father ” 

He could not finish these -nords without bursting again into tears 
He aftenvards took him by the hand, and conducted him through 
the house Jemlikha, perceiving a beam of c)'press, said, 

“It was I who caused that beam to be placed Under the end 
of It will be found a large stone of granite , it co\ ers ten vases, 
equal to those that are m the King’s treasury They are filled 
with gold pieces of the coin of Dakianos, and each of those pieces 
weighs a hundred drachmas ” 

Whilst they laboured to raise up the cypress beam, the old man 
approached Jemlikha with the greatest respect, and said to him, 
“My father is still alive, but he has very little strength left. It is 
he who has formerly related to me some of the things that you 
have told me. Come,” continued he, “ come and see my father, 
and your descendant" 

Jemlikha followed him into another apartment, and saw a very 
old man. They made him swallow a drop of milk , he opened 
his eyes, and could not forbear shedding a torrent of tears when 
he heard who Jemlikha was, and Jemlikha could not restrain his. 
What an astonishment to all those who saw’ a young man w'hose 
grandson’s son was in that excess of decrepitude — an old man 
oppressed with years, and the children of that old man resembling 
by then tone and countenance then great-grandfather ' The people 
at the sight of this miracle could not forbear admiring the great- 
ness of the power of God They examined the annals, and fbund 
that the three hundred and nine years w ere accomplished that day 
When the beam of cypress was taken up, they found all that 
Jemlikha had declared. He made a present of one part of the 
treasure to the King, and gave the other to the children of his 
great-grandson. 

The Kmg after this said to Jemlikha, “We are now convmced 
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of the truth of thy history i let tu go to thy compaiuoiu m the 
caTCTD, and give them assistance,** 

“ It u the only wish I have to form," replied Jemlikha. 

The Pnnee then caused a great quantity of proniiona to be 
earned with him, and departed accompanied with his army and 
ill the people, to repair to the cavern. It appeared 10 dreadful 
that no one had courage to enter it It is said, however, that the 
King resolved to do it — that he saw the compinioni of Jemlikha 
—but that it wai at the very moment of hu entering it that 
JemUhha gave up the ghost, with the fix others and the little dog. 
He even heard than repeat their acts of adoration to the Sovextign 
Master of the universe, and die as they pronounced them. £n 
couch caused evctythiog to be brooj^t that sras necessary to pay 
thwn the last duty, and hod them interred In the same cavern 
where they had slept so long ^Vhe^l all the people were gone out 
^ It, by a particular permission of God, the entrance of the cavern 
was clMed, and smee that time it has been impossible for any rrmn 
to enter iL The King commanded a column to be erected some 
paces from it, upon which he caused to be engraved the history ot 
the Seven Sleepers, to make known the power of God, to inspire t 
horror for ingratitude, and to show br this example the effic ac y ol 
prayer. 
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j^T the death of the mighty Dabulcombar, the Lord 
of the East, Misnar, the first-born of the Sultan, 
ascended the throne of India , but, though he 
had scarcely arrived at the age of manhood, yet 
neither the splendour of his Court nor the flat- 
tenes of the East could steal from the youthful 
Sultan the knowledge of himself 

His first royal command was to assemble to- 
gether the wise men throughout his extensive 
dominions, from Cabul and Attok in the west to Kehoa and 
Thoanoa m the east The learned and devout accordingly came 
from every part of his domimons On an appointed day the Sultan 
ordered the illustnous assembly to meet in the divan, where, being 
placed on the throne of his forefathers, he thus opened unto them 
the desires of his heart . 

“O ye sources of light and fountams of knowledge!” said 

soo 
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Mitnar more preaoua are your ceonsdj to me than the mines of 
Raalconda i wisdom u the tree support of honour and the Saltan 
1 * established by the coonsel of his sages. Say then^ what course 
•hall Ml Cl AT pcrsne that may secme hrm on the throne of the 
mighty Dibaloombar?" 

The sages m the dmn were stmck with astonishment at the con 
descenoon of their yonng Saltan, and one and all fell prostrate 
before his throne. “ May wisdom,'* said they, " guide the footsteps 
of the ninstnona Misnar 1 may the mind of our Sultan be as the 
eye of day I" 

Then arose the prophet Zearamaund, and said, “ I perceiTc, O 
migb^ Sultan, the dark clouds of evil are gathering to disturb the 
bonn of futnnty , t^e spmts of the wicked axe preparing the storm 
and the tempest against thee I* 

The venerable sages looked aghast u Zennunaimd ottered these 
ominous predichons the whole conodl were disnayed at his words, 
and aH fell tgiin prostnte on the earth. 

Mtanar alone appeared to be onconconed at his predicted fiite. 
“ 0 my friends,® stud the yocthfol Saltan, " the rose cannot blos- 
som without the thorn, nor life be xmeheqaered by the frowns of 
&te. Gneve not, dien, that trials await me since the ipmt of pru- 
dence and virtao blossoms Curcst m a rugged lOiL® 

The sages arose as their royal master spake, and bdicld with 
wonder the youthful countenance of then prudent Sultan, 

Silence and amazement for a tune prevailed till one of the sages, 
advancing before the rest, thna counselled the intrepid Pnnee 

** O light of the earth 1 ® said the trembling sage, ** whoso virtue 
and innocence have not been vexed by frauds And deceit whose 
pure miud seclh not the foul devices of Ttiyn t heart, trust not to 
the fickle mteipcaitions of chance, where thmo own arm can work 
aecunty, and estabhsh a permanent foundation to thy father's throne. 
Tboa hast a brother O my Sultan, whose vems are filled with royal 
Hood, and whose heart is by descent above control Ahnbal, there* 
fore, ere his youth onfolds m Uie fulness of ■hncld cut 

off.* 

** What 1 said die young Sultan MUnar ** what do thy base sus* 
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picious fears advise ? Is there no way to build up the scat of jus- 
tice and mercy but in murder and fratncide? Never let him who 
was bom to execute judgment secure his honours by cmelty and 
oppression The righteous Allah planted me not here to spread a 
poisonous shade over the offspring of His Prophet Mahomet 
though fear and submission be a subject’s tribute, yet is mercy the 
attnbute of Allah, and the most pleasing endowment of the vice- 
gerents of earth But as thou, weak man, hast dared to advise the 
extirpation of one of the race of the mighty Dibulcombir, the 
vengeance of my injured brother’s blood fasten upon thy life !" 

The guards of the divan, hearing the sentence of the Sultan, 
approached with their drawn sabres towards the decrepit sage; but 
Misnar, nsing, cned out, 

“ Who of my subjects shall dare to violate with blood tlie sanctity 
of this refuge for the oppressed? Let the divan of justice be 
sacred nevertheless, lead that author of malice from my sight, and 
let his own blood make satisfaction for the cruelly of his desires " 
As he spake thus, the guards attempted to seize the sage, but 
when they advanced towards him, flames of fire burst from his 
mouth, and his whole form appeared as that of a fiery dragon The 
rest of the sages fled from the dreadful monster , but Misnar, with 
an intrepid countenance, stood before his throne, with his drawn 
sabre pomting towards the dragon, when through the flames he 
perceived a hoary magician on the back of the monster. 

“Vain, O silly child of Mahomet!” said the enchanter, “were 
thy sabre against the power of my art, did not a superior force up- 
hold thee ; but tremble at thy doom • twice four of my race are 
determined against thee, and the throne of Dabulcombar noddeth 
over thy head , fear hath now preserved thee, and the weakness of 
thy heart, which the credulous believers of Mahomet will call pru- 
dence and moderation, but the fiend of darkness is let loose, and 
the powers of enchantment shall prevail.” As the old magician 
spake thus, his fiery dragon, with tremendous hissings, arose, and, 
cleavmg the dome of the divan, disappeared from their sight. 

“ Thus,” said the illustrious Misnar, “ let the enemies of Mahomet 
be dismayed 1 But inform me, O ye sages, under the semblance of 
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which of yoxn brethrea did that enchanter gam admittance 
here?" 

" As I tnyelled on die moontaln* from Qaeda," anawered Bahila, 
the hermit of the Faithful from Qneda, and caw neither the foot 
steps of beasts nor die fii^ta of birds, behold, I chanced to pass 
thrtragh a cavern, m whose hollow sides 1 fonnd this accorsed sage, 
to whom I nniblded the invitation of the Saltan of India, and we 
jonmeyed together towards the divan bat ere we entered he said 
onto me, * Pot thy hand fordi, and poll me toward thee mto the 
divan, rjJImg on the name of Mahomet , for the evil spirits are on 
me and vex me, " 

After the hermit Bahila had spoken, Mangdo arose:. 

“ May the power of the Saltan of the East bo multiplied I" said 
he , " ^ know, 0 Sultan, that neither evil genius nor enchanter 
can enter thu seat of justice unless he be mnted in the name oi 
Mahomet," 

If It be so,” tnswered the Soltan hCtnar, ** then neither can 
they be masked agamst the voice of justice , for Thou, 0 nghteocs 
Allidi, wiU uphold the tdbanal which Thou has foonded upon earth, 
and make the visions of fraud to depart from him who seeketh 
truth. Therefore,'* contmued the Sultan, “lest tins assembly be 
still tainted with malice and infrdchty, 1 com maud the evil spintx 
to stand confessed before me." 

At his word, sulphureous cnokes arose, and from the thronged 
assembly seven hideous forms broke forth. 

First, on a vulture s puuons, the fell enchanter Tasnor soared 
aloft, whose sHn was as the parched Indian's when he wnthes 
nupaled upon the bloody stake. 

Next, on the back of an enormous scorpion, whose tail dropped 
deadly poison, Ah a b ack appeared, and with hit eyes darted iniJig* 
nant flashes on the youthful Sultan. 

Happuc^ a cubtio magician followed him, seated on the shoulden 
of a tiger, whose mane was shaded with snakes, and whose tail 
was covered with twming adders. 

Hapacoson also, that decrepit hag, who personated the nghteocs 
Sallisalsor from Nechsl now stripped of the garments of hypocrisy, 
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filled the eyes of the sages with terror and amazement. Her lean 
bones, wrapped round with yellow skin, appeared like the super- 
stitious mummies of western Egypt She was mounted on a dread- 
ful monster Its form was like the deadly spider, but m bulk like 
the elephant of the woods , nairs, like cobwebs, covered its long 
bony legs, and from behmd, a bag of venom, of a whitish hue, 
spurted forth its malignant influence. 

She was followed by her malicious sister Ulin, squatting on the 
back of a hideous toad 

Then, with a loud hiss, started forth, m many a fold, a black 
serpent, in length and bulk like the cedars of the forest, bearmg 
the powerful enchantress Desra, whose wide-extended ears covered 
a head of iniquity 

Last, ivith raajesbc horrors, the giant Kifri swelled mto his full 
proportion the long alligator that bore him groaned mth his load, 
and opening all his mouths (for every scale appeared a mouth), 
vomited forth streams of blood In his hand the giant brandished 
a tall pine, and, shaking it at the dauntless Misnar, said, 

“ Tremble, vile reptile, at a giant’s ivrath ! tremble at the magic 
powers of all my brethren, for thy doom is fixed 1 ” 

At these words, the infernal crew joined with Kifn, and all at 
once pronounced m harsh discordant sounds, “Tremble, vile 
reptile, for thy doom is fixed ' ” 

fhe enchanters were then involved m a thick cloud of smoke, 
from which issued flashes of hghtmng, which, ascending to tin* 
roof of the divan, disappeared in a moment 

“There is neither wisdom nor prudence,” said Misnar, as he 
prostrated himself on the ground, after the enchantments were at 
an end, “ but what is denved from Allah If Thou dost vouchsafe 
to direct my steps, O Protector of Mussulmen, the fear of evil shall 
not come upon me.” 

“Happy,” said Candusa, the imam of Labor, “happy is the 
Pnnce whose trust is in Allah, and whose wisdom cometh from the 
Heavens ” 

“Happy,” said all the sages, humbling themselves before the 
Sultan Misnar, “ happy is our Sultan, the favourite of Allah 1 ” 
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“ Tlulr O tagei," replied Munar, “ a too much ibr eren the 
SoltiQ of the to hw, Bu^ majr the aU*righteoQS AHah 
approve of my thoughts and actions^ so shall the infernal powers 
datroy the wretches that employ them, and the dark poisoned 
snow recon npon him that blew it fortiu Bet, O sages, though 
your nombers axe reduced, your mt^nty is more tned and approved, 
therefore let your Saltan partake of the sweetness of your counsels, 
and learn &om aged expenence the wisdom of the sons of earth. 
Say then, what doth the peace and seennty of my throne requue 
hW me concerning my brother Ahubol, the issue of the mighty 
Dabulcombar?" 

^ Far be it from me,* said the sage Cornakan, “ to presume to 
otter my words as orndes before the Pnnee, but may not the 
security of the East require that the Pnnee thy brother be not 
enlarged, as my Sultan is, to do whatsoever seemeth good in hu 
heart? Should not the younger be as servant to the first boro of 
his father, and are not all the Pnnees the vassals of the Sultans of 
the East? Let, therefore, the Pnnee Ahubal enjoy the pleasure 
of life , but let him be removed from giving pain and uneasiness 
to my ro3ral Saltan At the sources of the springs of Ava, 

on the craggy rocks of AboulEiken, is a royal castle built by the 
gage TUfakircki, to which there is no passage but through a narrow 
vale, which may be ever guarded by the sjaves of Misnar Hither 
let the Prmce be sent , and let him Uve there, and enjoy Ufe^ with 
out havmg any power to molest the glones of thy reign.* 

The counsel of f-nmahnn wos agreeable to the Sultan and his 
sages and Mlintr gave immediate orders, that the mutes of his 
setagho should attend the Pnnee to the royal castle at Abouliakeo, 
and then duunissing, for the present, the assembled sages, he com* 
manded them to attend the divan e v ery week. 

In a few days, the mutes and guards who were sent with the 
Pnnee Ahubal bong admitted into the presence of their 
fell on their faces, and cried ou^ 

** Oh, let not the displeasure of the Sultan visit hit tUres, who, 
in obedience to thy royal word Journeyed toward the castle of 
Aboulfakcn, and, as they passed along throu^ the deserts, a pony 
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of five thousand horse appeared, who, setting upon us, ordered us 
either to deliver up the Prince Ahubal, or defend him with oui 
lives. Thy slaves would willingly have chosen the latter fate Yet, 
alasl what were four hundred guards and twenty rnutts to the 
army that opposed us? Put our consultation was vain , for wlule 
we debated how to defend ourselves, the Prince drew lus sabre, 
and, killing three of our number, cut his way through the guards 
to his fnends. The horsemen then would have set upon us and 
hewed us in pieces , but tlieir chief forbade them, saying, ‘No, let 
them li\e, and be the messengers of the Pnnee’s escape. Go,' 
continued he, * dastard slaves ! and let your Sultan know, that 
Ahubal has fnends who will shortly punish him for his designs on 
the Prince ' ” 

At these words of the guards Misnar gave a deep sigh, and said, 
“Human prudence alone is far too weak to fight against the wiles 
of the deceitful, but Allah is more powerful than nun I wdl 
therefore send for the prophets, and inquire of them where I may 
seek for the assistance of Mahomet" 

The Sultan then commanded Zeuramaund and bis tnbe, and 
Mangelo the prophet, from the hollow rocks of Caxol, to be 
brought before him , and when they were come into his presence, 
he demanded of them, where he might seek for the assistance of 
Mahomet, and the countenance of Allah. 

Then Zeuramaund answered the Sultan m these words : 

“ In the tomb of the Prophet of Mecca is the signet of Mahomet, 
which no human power may remove, but if the Prophet will hear 
the prayer of the Sultan, it may easily be taken thence ” 

“Yes,” rephed Mangelo, “the seal of Mahomet will indeed 
preserve the Pnnee from enchantment, but it is also necessary 
that he put on the girdle of Opakka, which is worn by the giant 
Kifri, the sworn enemy of the Eastern throne For although tlie 
signet of Mahomet will preserve the Sultan from evil, yet will die 
girdle of Opakka only save him from deceit.” 

The Sultan Misnar was moved at the discourse of his prophets, 
and spent the night m thought and perpiexity He had hide hope 
that the signet of Mahomet, which had for iges remained im 
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morable, ihnnlf^ jacld to ^rm , or that, vith oil hii nameroua 
pTfritin , he ibould be ablo to force the girdle of Opakka from the 
loma tn eochanter who coold m a moment overwhelm hia 
troops b 7 the power of hu art. However, he detenmned the next 
monung to go with hia Court on a public pDgnmago to Mecca, and 
to offer op most solemn petitioaa to the Prophet of hrs &ith. 

Eaxij m the TTinming the Saltan arou ^om hia seraglio, aad 
commanded his courtiecs to prepare the procession, as he intended 
immediateljr to Tnaka a pablic pngnmage to Mecca. 

But as Mlgnar was makmg known his mtentions, a messenger 
amred m haste at the entrance of the seraglio who brought advice 
that one of the southern kingdoms had revolted, and was led on 
bj a i Vnftit herome, who declared her mtentions of placmg Ahobal, 
the brother of the Sultan, on the throne of India. 

Misnai was consaoas that thu revolt was brought about through 
the contnvances of the enchanters, and therefore despaired of con> 
qaenng them by means of hu armies, bat lest the other kmgdomi, 
fleemg no troops were sent to repel the rebels, should also join the 
adverse party, the Sultan commanded the signal of war to sounds 
and sending for hu Grand Viner Horam m private, be ordered him 
to lead out the ■rmiM of Delhi against the rebels, and to dispatch 
daily messcDgecs to the capital, to bring advice of hit success. 

The Viner Horam received the Sultan s com tn neon with reve- 
rence, and said, “ Let not my Sultan be angry at his slave. If my 
lord should require ten thousand measengen, hu glare Horam 
would dispatch them. But if my lord will accept of thu tablet, he 
shall know m a moment the success of hu servant, though number 
less leagues distant.* 

‘*^Vhilt 1" said Mianar, talnng the tablet from hu Vinei. “ By 
what means u thu tablet endued with these lure virtues ? * 

** My lord," answered Horam, “ when my fiither, through the 
mabce of hu enemies, was banished from the presence of the 
mighty Dabulcombar — whom the houiis of Paradise do serve — be 
called me to him, and said, O Horam, the evil mmded bare pre- 
nfled, and thy fatliff has fa llen a lacnfice to the enemies of truth I 
No more, my son shall I behold the children of my strength, noi 
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the splendour of my Sultan’s Court Whither I go, I know not. 
But take this tablet, my son , and whatever befalleth thy parent 
shall at times be made known to thee m the leaves of this book , 
and to whomsoever thou givest it, that fnend shall, after my death, 
read therem whatever Horam my son shall wish to make known 
unto him ’ ” 

“Faitliful Horam,” answered the Sultan, your present is of such 
exquisite value, that I shall, in confidence, honour you with the 
first place m my esteem. Know, then, my faithful Vuier, that the 
powers of enchantment are let loose against my throne, and the 
prophets have said, ‘ Thou shalt not prevail but with the signet of 
Mahomet and the girdle of Opakka , ' therefore it is expedient that 
I first go to Mecca to obtain this valuable gift of the Prophet My 
purpose this morning was to go surrounded by the nobles of my 
Court, but while rebellion stalketh abroad, pageants are idle, and 
the parade of a Sultan’s pilgnraage will give my enemies time to 
increase m their numbers and strength No, Horam , I myself will 
m secret approach the tomb of my Prophet, for Allah requireth the 
service of the heart, and searcheth out the punty of his servants’ 
mtentions I shall go with greater humility as a peasant than as 
a prmce. In the meantime my royal tent shall be pitched, and 
Horam only shall be suffered to approach it. So shall my slaves 
hnagme their Sultan goeth forth with them to the field, and their 
hearts shall be strengthened.” 

” Be the desures of the Sultan fulfilled,” said Horam, wth reve- 
rence , ” but will not my lord take ivith him a guard m his pilgrim- 
age? — for the dangers of the journey are great over the mountains 
and deserts, and the voyage by the seas is perilous ” 

“ No,” answered the Sultan ; “ those who are my slaves here, may 
at a distance become my masters, and sell me to my foes ivhere 
the trust is great, great is the danger also Shall I set guards over 
my person in the heart of my kmgdom amidst my faithful subjects, 
and trust my life m a slave’s hand where I am neither known nor 
respected ? " 

The Vizier Horam was struck with the prudence of youthful 
Sultan, and bowed m assent to his words. 
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In $. ienr days the aimiei of Indui aaembled , the royal tent wu 
pitched, and the Vmcr waj declared the Ica^ of hia Sultans 
foTcei. Ml^nnr entered hu tent in great state, and Honm alone 
followed the Sultan mto the reorcmcnti of the moTable pavilioru 
The Vizier ha d, according to die Saltan t mstructionf, prepared 
a dijgmie for bis master , and at midnight led him like a peasant, 
throogh the encampment into a wood, where, falling at his feet, he 
besooght him to consider well the dangers he was abont to encoonter 
" Horam,* answered the Saltan, ** I well know the goodness of 
thy heart, and that thy fears anse from thy lore. Sensible am I 
that the dangers of my pilgnmage are great, bat what resource 
have I lefr? More than man is nsen up against me, and more 
than man must assist me, or I pqish. To whom, then, can I fly 
bat to the Prophet of the Faithfril ? For 1 am well assnred that 
no enchantment shall prerail agamst me while 1 journey toward 
Mecca, for such u the faith of aU tme behcTers though they may 
oppress and fatigue me, yet in die end thaB I tmunpb. B<^de8, 
Hoism, there remains no other course for me.** 

“ True, my Sultan," answered the Vuaer “ withoot AHah, yam 
u the counsel of man but is not Allah everywhere present to aid 
and defend the sons of the FaithM?" 

“Though AHah be all powcrfiil," answered Misnar, ‘ yet is not 
die slave of Hu hand to direct the Lord of all things. If we would 
gam the help and assistance of AHah, we mnst obey Hu romnundt , 
and wen are we assured m the law of our Prophet, that at Mecca 
shall the prayer of the Faithfhl be heard. Wherefore, O Hoiain, no 
longer my slave, but my friend lead forth my amoies with confr- 
dence and trust, and doubt not that He, who daily refrexheth the 
sun with light, will ihcrtly restore to the throne of hu fore, 

fathers." 

As ho spake thus the Sultan broke from hu Vlsier Horam, who 
had fallen at hu feet weepmg at hu frxed resolves, and penetrated 
mto the gloomy rccesaes of the foresL 

All was silence and daiknest, save where, through broken fragi 
menu of fleetmg douds, the moon someUnies threw a feeble Iigh 
on the gloom of *he forest 
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“This gloomy recess,” said Misnar, as he passed on, “which 
hides me from Ae world, makes me better known to myself. In 
the Court of my forefathers I am called the ‘ light of the world,’ 
the ‘ glory of the East,’ and the ‘ eye of day , ’ but m the wild forest 
of Tarapajan I am a poor helpless creature What, then, is the 
pnde of man but deceit, and the glones of the earth but shadows ? 
Surely more had I to fear from enchantment on the throne of Da- 
bulcombar than m the bosom of this forest Here the wild beast 
will not flatter me, nor will the lordly lion acknowledge me the 
Sultan of his wild domains ” 

With such thoughts Misnar passed on for many days , till one 
mght, at a distance, he perceived the skies looked red with light 
from various fires, and, by the noise, found that some Indians were 
carousmg in the woods before him 

The disguised Sultan endeavoured to avoid them, striking into a 
path which led round then fires , but some of the Indians observ- 
mg him, called to then brother peasant, and desned him to partake 
of then mirth 

Misnar thought it would be vam to refuse the request, as they 
all seemed disposed to msist on then demands, and therefore 
hastened to the scene of then festivity 

Here he found tin or twelve fires, with a number of males and 
females, some sitting, and some dancmg around them to the sound 
of rustic music 

Misnar mquned the cause of then mnth. 

“ What I ” said an ancient female, “ though you are a stranger 
m Tarapajan, and know not that the Feast of Tigers is celebrated 
by these mghtly fires, yet must you now learn that no stranger 
comes but to partal.e of our joy, nor departs till the fires are 
ei^tmct” 

“And how long,” said Misnar, “doth this feast last?” 

“This,” answered the old woman, “is the thnd mght, and these 
fires must blaze yet eleven mghts and days more, dunng which 
time the axe is not seen m the hand of the forester, nor doth the 
bow twang m the woods of Tarapajan , neither may he which 
seeth these ntes depart till they be fulfilled.” 
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vu thondentnick at this rcUuon. Azul oe ho amid 
aosver, the oovd gathered roood him. 

** Come," said he that appeared to bo the chid^ let os mituto 
this stnngcr into our ntes bnng hither the skm of the tiger and 
the paw of the lioo, and the lance, and the bow that twangs not 
m the woods of Torapajoa dtmog these nightly festivals.* 

Then one broaght the skm of a ugcr, and threw it over the 
shoulders of Misnar, another came with the paw of a hon, and 
bong It before bun j a third brought a lonc^ and pat it m hlis* 
nar’s nght hand , and a fourth slung a bow on his breast Then 
all the oowd made a loud howling, and danced round the as* 
tonisbed Sultan. 

“Now” said the due^ when the dance was finished, '^sonnd 
the hollow instruments of btas% which grre noiico to the moon 
and to the stars that this stranger is about to swear not to reveal 
our ntes. taj thine bond on thy bead,* said the chief to the dis* 
guiseit Sulun, “snd pet thy fibers on thy mouth, and say 'As 
the starieu nl^t is dark, as the care of dea^ u dark, so shall my 
thoughts and words cootinue in darkness concerning the fesuraJ 
of tIgCTl. * 

“ And wherefore,” said ifisnar, “ is this sQence imposed ? And 
what shall befall him that swearcih not unto you? Is not the 
mind of man free ? And who shall offend him who seeketb not 
to ofiend othea?’ 

“^Vhosoever,* uiswered the chief, "travclJcth, should become 
obedient to the castopu of those people among whom he torricth.” 

“ Ri g h t ,” continued Mlsrur, “and I am wUlmg, on two coo* 
dmons, to fulfil yoor will first, you all swear that I be at 
liberty to pursue my Journey on the eleventh day , and, next, that 
1 sliall not be bound to perfotza ought contr^ Co the law of 
Mahomet* 

“ Stranger * replied the chief, “ when we ore at liberty to depart, 
thou shall depart likewise, bat during this festival wbch u held 
in honour of our noble ancestor, who remained fourteen days m 
this forest till be hod subdued a nvenous race of tigers, no man 
that has entered here may stir hence uU the fires be extingaisbedi 
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for by the fire did our ancestor drive away and destroy the tigers 
and beasts of the forest, and by fire do we commemorate his 
mighty deeds Neither,” contmued the chief, “may we reveal 
these ntes to any one but those who by accident espy them ; for 
such as are present with us we are bound to receive mto our 
society , wherefore we compel those who come among us to keep 
in silence the knowledge of our ntes ” 

“ If such IS your custom,” answered Misnar, “ I shall wiUmgly 
comply, and swear to you, that ‘ As the starless night is dark, as 
the cave of death is dark, so shall my words and thoughts continue 
m darkness concermng the festival of tigers.’ ” 

As he uttered these words, the whole assembly agam danced 
around him, till the hollow brazen mstruments were ordered to 
sound, and all the inhabitants of the forest were commanded to 
receive the disguised Sultan as their brother. 

Then the men, one by one, passed by Misnar, each as he passed 
laymg the hand of the Sultan on his breast After they were passed 
by, came the females also, who embraced their new brother. These 
Misnar suffered to pass on without much reflection, till, among 
the youngest, who last approached, he beheld a beautiful virgin, 
with downcast looks, drawmg near him, and who seemed ashamed 
of that freedom the custom of the place obliged her to use. 

At sight of this lovely figure, Misnar at once forgot his purpose 
and his crown, and was impatient till the ceremony brought her 
near to him The other females perceived his emotion , and the 
chief of the festival approaching her, asked the lovely Noradm 
“ whether she would at length fix her choice ? for m this place,” 
contmued the chie^ addressmg himself to Misnar, “every sex hath 
fireedom, and none are compelled to take the hand they do not 
love Noradm hath for these three days been courted by all our 
tribe, but she has refused every advance if she refuse not you, 
our joy wiU be complete, and then none of our company wiU be 
without his compamon.” 

Misnar, forgettmg the great designs of his heart, waited for the 
fair one’s answer, and felt more fear at her silence than at the 
dreadful enchantments of his monstrous enemies. At length 
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Nonulm answered, “ itay the Joy of my comiadci be complete 1 ** 
hCsnar, in raptores at the Cm Norodms preference^ took her by 
the Kjt^, and led op the danc^ whDe the instruments of brass a 
third tjmrt sounded, to proclaim the choice of NoraduL 
At the appearance of day each repaired to the cottages aroood, 
and ^ficnar and Nonulm were led by the chief to a spot, where 
shortly the whole assembly boflt them a cottage of bamboo and 
the leares of the plan tarn. 

As soon as they retired, Noradm, taking l^lisnor by the hand 
asked him whether the deterred his constant lore for the choice 
she had made, hfisnar rejected npon the wonls of bis lair coco* 
pazuon, and his heart recoded at them. 

^'Whatl” said the Sultan to himself, "shall I, for the gratifica 
turn of my passion, gire up the glones of my fothefs kingdom, and 
the nc^erency of Mahomet? Or shall I basely betray that love 
wUch Is proQered me, and embitter fair Noradm s fotore enp of 
life? No,* said he aloud, tnmmg to bis amiable companion, 
“nerer let the man of mtegnty decave the heart that means to 
make him happy Forgive me aU>beautcous Noradm I but the 
Tolomes of my fite are open, and the Prophet of the Faithful will 
not permit me to Indulge here my secret affections t though the 
soul of thy slave will be tom and divided, yet must he depart with 
the expmng fires of your fesUvaL** 

“ Base, cold, and senseless wretch 1 * said the Cdse Noradm (as 
the beauteous vision vanished from the eyes of the Saltan, and be 
beheld the enchantress Ulln before him) " call not thy froien pnr^ 
pose virtue, but the g reen fnilts of unnpened manho^ Tboagh 
thou art esca ped, puny a ni mal os thou art \ from the power of my 
endiantmenti, yet shall the soothem kingdoms of feel my 
scourge. Proceed, then, sopetsduous reptile 1 on thy tame pfr. 
gnmage to Mecca, whDe Horam feels the vengeance oC my army 
m the toltry deserts of Ahajah.* 

As she spake thus, she stretched out her wand and the fires and 
the foresters, and the enchantress Ulin, disappeared from the sight 
of the utoniahed Snitan. 

The Sultan immediately prostrated himself on the ground, anri 
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gave glory to God for his wonderful escape, and, pursuing his 
journey, continued his course for tivo moons through the wide- 
extended forest of Taiapajan. 

During this time he daily exammed the tablets which the Vizier 
Horam had given him ; but was very uneasy at finding the leaves 
always fair “ Alas ! ” said he to himself, “ I hive trusted to a 
base man, who perhaps has taken this advantage of my credulity, 
and mtends to set the crown of India on my brother’s head' 
There needed not the powers of enchantment to overthrow me, 
since I have betrayed at once my folly and my cause.” 

Misnax, therefore, resolved to travel back to Delhi, and learfi 
the cause of Horam’s silence ; but as he neglected not to look on 
the tablets every day, he at length found the foUowmg mscnption 
therein 

“ Horam, the faithful slave of the Sultan of the East, to Misnar, 
the lord of his heart 

“ Some time after I left my royal Sultan m the forest, while my 
heart was sad withm me, came a hasty messenger firom the out- 
skirts of the rebel army, and declared their approach, and that the 
southern provmces had revolted, and were added to the opposers 
of the Sultan of the East When thy slave was certain of this in- 
telligence from the mouths of many, who hastened to the camp 
with these bad tidings, I commanded the armies of India to be 
increased, and a more exact disciplme to be observed m my mas- 
ter’s camp , and, perceivmg that the enemy hastened to meet the 
forces, I shortened the march of my slaves, that the fatigues of the 
deserts might not prevail more agamst them than the face and the 
sword of their enemies Moreover, I led thy troops through the 
most cultivated countnes, that the necessaries of life might with 
the greater ease be procured for the multitudes that followed thy 
tent But, alas ! the presence of my lord is not with his people, 
and the army murmur that they are led by a Sultan who cheers not 
their labours by the hght of his person , so that the hearts of thy 
people are withdrawn from Horam thy slave, and the captams of 
thousands demand admittance to thy tent, and accuse thy Vizier 
of evil devices agamst thee, my’lord the Sultan.” 
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As the read thu intelligence m the tablet of Horam, his 

heart within hrm^ and the eght of hu eye* was a* a imit 
before him. 

“ 0 Mitnirl Mi*nsr!* he, &lhng to the grormd, “ the fiend 
of IS let loose upon thee I and the powers of enchantment 

stQl preraill* 

“Yes," Ulm tic enchsntre**, who immediately appeared, 
** die powers of aKflll prevail 1 Mimar the faithful 

aerrant of Mahomet, hath at length yielded to my power, and Allah 
hnfh given to my vcngeanco the wretch that doobts Hii protection. 
Crawl, therefore," continued the, **vile reptile, oa the earth, and 
become a to&d.^ 

At the powerM voice of her enchantment, the Sohan nhr a nk 
from his natural form and became a reptile on the earth. His 
change of fbem did not take from Munar his memory or recoHec 
don he wu sensible of his disgrace^ and of the jnstness of his 
sentence, and thoogh he could not fiydom himself yet he hastened 
into the ducket, that he might hide from the light of heaven. But 
the calls of natsre soon drove him finm his recess, to seek hra 
proper food m the desert Ho crawled forth, and was led on by 
a scent diat pleased him his spirits seemed cnlrrened by the sweet 
odour and his cold feeble limb* were endued with bniker motion. 

** Sorely " said he, m his heart, " the bounteous Allah hath not 
left the meanest of HU <Teatnre* without comfort and joy The 
smell IS as the smell of roses, and life and vigoor are in these 
attiactiTe paths." 

With these thoughts he crawled forwards mto the thickest covert, 
and though ius body was drawn with a secret unpclse, yet his mind 
was filled with h or r or when be ramn u sight of a mangled and cor 
rupted body which lay hid among the bnshea. One of ius own 
deformed kind sat squatting bende it, and, hVe seemed to 

desire and yet detest the loathsome feast. 

Misnar, at sight of one of his hideous kmd, wu filled with scorn 
and rage, and, forgetting his transformation, was about to dnve 
htm fimn the mangled body, when the reptile, openmg his mf)q|-}ij 
addressed him m the language of Delhi. 
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“ Whether thou art really what thy form bespeaks thee,” said the 
reptile, “or, like me, the victim of enchantment, answer” 

The Sultan, surprised at this address, and perceiving that misery 
was not his portion alone, desired to know by what means his fellow- 
creature suffered such a wretched change 

“ Since I perceive by your speech,” said the reptile, “ that one 
event has happened to us both, I shall not be adverse to declare 
to you the cause of my transformation , but I shall expect that my 
confidence will not be misplaced, and that, after I have made you 
acquainted with my history, you will not refuse to reveal your own ” 
“ A similitude in our fates,” replied Misnar, “ has already made 
us brethren, and I should be unreasonable to ask a favour I meant 
not to return ” 

“Well, then,” said he, “we will depart from this wretched sight 
into a different thicket, where we may unmolested bewail our un- 
common fates , for although the enchantress Ului, to disgrace our 
former natures, and to make us the more sensible of our present 
deformity, obliges us to meet daily before this homd spectacle, yet 
our food 13 of the fhiits of the earth , for the wicked enchantress 
has not the power to make us, even m this deformed habit, do that 
which IS contrary to our human nature ” 

While he was speaking another toad came up 
“Here,” continued the first, “is another of our brethren, and 
another will soon be here we were three before you came among 
us — ^Where, O Pnncess, is the last victim of Ulm’s rage? " said he 
to the second 

“ He was basking,” answered the second, “ m the sand , but I 
aroused him, and he is now on his way ” 

In a few mmutes the thud arrived As soon as he had beheld 
the mangled body, and, the attraction ceased, the first leading the 
way, they departed mto another thicket 

“ Here,” said the first, “ O stranger, we may rest securely, and 
the serpent cannot annoy us, for we are seated under the shade of 
the fingrant cinnamon ” 

“We are obliged to you for your care of us,” said Misnar, “but 
I am eager to hear the cause of your transformation.” 
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I AM (replied the toad) the son of a jewcHer m Delhi, and my 
name u MnTintnl My &ther after a life of mdustiy and pammony 
finding hmaelf declming, aent for me, and on his death-bed said, 
« O Mabond, my days have been the days of care, bat success hath 
at ten ded them. I l^vc tofled, that thoa mayest reap sown, that 
thou mayest gather, and laboored, that my son may enjoy the fimts 
of my industry My peace and comfort have been sacrificed to 
thme , and now I die, assured that my beloved Mahoud will not 
be pinched by poverty or expressed by penury and want* 

Thus md my aged fisther, and expired, and my tears accom- 
panied hia departing tpmt bnt these toon gave place to that ardent 
cariosity which drove mo to explore the nches he had left me. 

I opened box after box with sHent raptixre, and was pleased to 
find i^th suftidmt to ntisly even the appetite of youth. Many 
diamonds were among my iithei*s wealth, besides large quantitiei 
of gold and silver, so that, m my youthful judgment, there appeared 
no end to my nches. 

It was not wonderful that, being so suddenly pot m possession 
of these nches, 1 ihoold seek every pleasure and direizion which 
wealth could purdiase. All who were the companions of my child 
hood, all who would court an inexperienced heart, were admitted 
to my table ; and the strict laws of Mahomet were leas regarded at 
my house than the nch wmes irinch sparkled at my feasts. Nor 
were the charms of the fiur forgotten , and while oor goblets were 
filled with wine, we etmed not the deceased their nven of milk. 

Thus passed I my life unong Chose who jest with religion, and 
mako their mock at the rules of prudence and sobnety But the 
tune soon came when my hours of revelry w er e to bo cJiAng wl for 
those of sorrow, and when I was first to learn th*t a father’s pru- 
dence will not secure a wicked son from the shafts of bitteiness 
and gnefi 

My possessions, though ampl^ were neaiiy exhausted by ig. 
norance and extortion my jewds were gone unacquamted wi^ 
their value, I had flung them away nuber tfun sold them , my 
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silver and gold were become the property of my friends, who, 
when I applied to them m return, were much more assiduous, if 
possible, m keeping it from me than I had been in squandering 
It on them So that, in a little while, even the merchants, who 
had been such gainers by me, came to demand some tnflmg sums 
that I had borrowed from them, which being unable to pay, they 
seized my furmture and stopped me of my clothes to satisfy their 
demands 

In this situation I was turned out of my own doors by those 
whom I had received a thousand times m my arms, and spumed 
at like a dog by those whom I had pressed to my bosom. 

Stung by reflecting on my former follies, and ignorant where to 
fly for shelter, I covered myself with some few rags that had been 
cast to me, and sat down before the house of a nch young man, 
who, like myself, seemed to be squandermg his wealth on the scum 
of the earth. 

Bennaskar — for that was his name — soon came forth, with his 
minstrels and singers at his heels, and, seeing a miserable figure 
before his door, he asked what I wanted I told him that once, 
like himself, I gave life to the dance and mirth to my fiaends, but 
that want of caution had been the cause of my ruin, and too much 
confidence in those who least deserved my favour 

Several of his friends, heanng this, would have dnven me from 
his presence, saying it was unfit such a wretch should even enjoy 
the blessmgs of the air , but Bennaskar would not suffer it, and 
asked me, “ Whether the insincenty of my fhends had taught me 
to be smcere to others ? ” 

I answered that I had ever been smSere, even to those who were 
undeservmg, and that I would rather die than betray my friend 

“ If what you say is true,” said Bennaskar, “ I will try you. Go 
m, and my servants shall clothe you, and you shall hve with me. 
I only ask m return, that you never disclose to any one what you 
hear or see transacted m my house ” 

“Sir,” answered I, “your offer is gracious, and bespeaks your 
generous mtentions, but I do not choose to hve on another's 
bounty unless I can make myself useful” 
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«Thjit," amwercd Baunaakaj, “yon may do if I find I can unst 
yon. I have long been m aearch of one I could tnut 1 want mch 
an one, but cannot find bun.* 

The fiicndi of Bcnnaakar then nirrounded thor lord, and each 
conftuedly offered therr icrvicei to him. 

“No* the young “though I appear nnthoughtful m 
your eye*, 0, •emle race of flattcren 1 yet know to your confimon 
that I have tned you aD, and find you tnflmg and insmccTe. 
Thi* Tnan aloDc rcfiues my proffered lore nnlesa he can return 
It, and thia man alone i* worthy of my cfteem." 

The fiienda of Bennaakar were thonderatmck at his words, and 
renewed then protestaQoas , but he commanded his serrants to 
dnve them from hi« hoose, and, taking me by the hand, he led 
me mto an inner but tumptaous apartment 
At soon u we entered, t pr ostrated myself at his feet, and said, 
“ Let not my lord be angry with his servant, but thou hast not 
told me what semce thou wilt expect from me.'* 

“An that I reqaire,” answered Bennaikar “u that yon disdoie 
not to any one what yoa hear or see transacted m my bouse.* 

“ My lord,* tnswc^ I, “ of what scmco can I to you by 
such a compliance ? If I am t3ent thy slave* may tpeaJc, and t 
shall be blamed for their insmcenty I pray thee, let me return 
to my rags, and set me not is a place where thy vassals will be 
tempted to rum roe m thy fiivour " 

“ Your answer,* said Bennaikar “ i* the answer of a prudent 
man. But fear not: I cannot do without you, and I hope you 
win not refine my pr offer e d lore. What you will see, none wfll 
see beside* you j therefore none but youn^ will be nnfruthful to 
me.* 

On this assnrance, I accepted the offer of Bennaskar After 
which the slaves led me to the bath, where 1 washed, and was 
perfimied, and arrayed m a vestment of my lorcTa 
Bannaakar was impatient to see mo, and, u I wu led into his 
presence, the young man hastened to meet me, and, fqjdmg me 
fa ha arms, he said, “ May I at length meet a friend I am trust?* 
And I answered, “May Mihood be the friend of thy bosom ? * 
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Bennaskar then led me into another apartment, and meats were 
set before us, and he ordered the females that danced to come and 
entertain us 

Thus I spent my time with the agreeable Bennaskar every day 
we vaned our enjoyments, and were mutually satisfied watli each 
other 

I had now been with my fnend eighteen days, and nothing had 
occurred to mterrupt our friendship, when, on die nineteenth 
morning, Bennaskar appeared with a clouded visage. 

“What,” said I, “my lord, is the cause of your grief? Shall 
not Malioud share alike with you the smiles and the frowns of 
Allah?” 

“ Is it not,” asked Bennaskar, “ O Mahoud, the full of the 
moon?” 

“It IS,” replied I, with a smile, “but doth Bennaskar intend 
to change wth that fluctuating planet ? ” 

“ O Mahoud,” said Bennaskar, “ the fate of thy friend is de- 
pendent on the capnee of the stars To-night must I put thy 
utmost friendship to the tnaL If Mahoud prove insincere, then 
is Bennaskar cursed among men If thy heart is not firm, now, 
while there is time, depart But why should I doubt tliee ? surely 
Mahoud is of the sons of the Faithful What must I say ? Leave 
me, Mahoud, leave me , nay, if thou departest, where shall I find 
thy fellow ? and the presence of a friend is necessary to my quiet” 

“Then,” answered I, “fear no^ Bennaskar Mahoud may be 
unhappy, but he cannot be unjust But what is this dreadful tnal 
that obliges Bennaskar to suspect his fnend ? ” 

True, said Bennaskar, ** Mahoud is undeserving of suspicion 
Let us wait till the sun sink from the skies, and tlie stars return 
wnth their glunmenng light” 

Bennaskar then proceeded to the bath, and arrayed himself in 
a costly robe, and desired me to do the same. I obeyed my friend, 
and we met m the saloon together 

Alas I ^ said Bennaskar, as we met, ** how can I request my 
friend to wear the image of defonmty?” 

“What image of deformity," said I, “must Mahoud wear? All 
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tppesiaQces aro to XTn^inm^ oHke, and the lercrer the tnal, the 
more ahaP I cotnmn>d thy fiienchJnp,* 

“Then," mH Bennaakar, poUmg ont a pot of black om tmen ^ 
“ thoQ nrait soder me to dugoue thy &ce with thu omtoent to- 
night thou mnit pcraonate a black alavc." 

“Is lucb a tnfle," I, “the teat of fiiendihip? Give me 
the ointment, nn/I finniah me with the habit of a flave." 

“ The habit," anawered Bennaakar, “ la ready, and aB la ready , 
out you must not aa yet dugmae yooiael^ alaves obaerve 

ua. Come, let ua for the preaent enjoy ouoelTea, and when night 
approachei, 'R^naaVar inii rely on the fiiendahip of Mahond." 

The ilarea then brought ua the ODatly Tianda of Delhi, but Ben- 
naakar remained peneve, and aeemed not to relish the darobea 
before hen. 

I endeaTOored all I could to drrert hit melancholy; I snQed, 
I esng before him the dauceia were mtrodoced with muse to 
dianpate hia gloom, but RAnnaaVaf gtOl remained mute. The 
tunaic coutmottl till night, when commanded the alavea 

to withdnw, and, taking a lamp m hia hand, led me through aereol 
apaitmenta. 

“ Mahoed," said he, as wo went along, “ haa never yet seen the 
wonders of my palace.” 

“lam happy, my lord," answered I, " to see your wealth bat 
I am not mqumtive to exjdor^ unbidden, the secrets of another ” 

We had now amred at a small vaulted room, from the centre of 
which hung a lamp, which Bcunaskax tnmmgH^ potting out the one 
he held m hts hand. 

“ Now, said h^ “ Mahoud, enter that doact which is oppo«te 
to us, and put on the slave’s dress which yon will find there, 
anomt thy fiace and hands with this black omtment 

I Immediately obeyed, and m a ahoit tune forth 
as a slave. 

“ Kin d Mahood,*' said Bennaskar, “ thou art excellently dia- 
gnised now obey with nlence^ and m ^ mnte before his 
lord." 

I folded my arms and nodded aascAt, at which be smiled. 
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“Take hold, Mahoud,” said he, “of that iron ring which is 
fastened to the middle of the floor, and pulL” 

I obeyed, and a little trap-door opened On looking down, I 
perceived a woman in nch vestments, half buned in the earth. I 
shuddered at the sight, and was falling backward, when Bennaskar 
struck me with a chabouc,* which he drew from his bosom, and 
said, “Villain, if thou fail me, I shall use thee as my slave" 

Although enraged at the blow, yet I remembered my promise, 
and returned to the trap door. 

“ Slave," said Bennaskar, “ dig that female out of the ground . 
the spade and the mattock are hidden under the floor ” 

I immediately jumped down, found the tools, and began to 
work ] but neither my fear nor my labour could prevent me from 
fixing my eyes on the lovely female, who seemed as one dead. 

As soon as I had removed the earth from her, which I did with 
great care, Bennaskar commanded me to lift the body into the 
apartment, gave me a phial of clear blue hquor, and ordered me to 
pour it mto her mouth, while he retired to the closet 

I wilhngly obeyed, and hastened to administer the hqmd, while 
Beimaskar retired. 

The hquor was no sooner swallowed than the lovely female began 
to move, and m a short time opening her eyes, she cast them upon 
me, and shneked out, clappmg her hands together and crymg, “ O 
Allah, defend me 1 " 

Bennaskar at the same tune spoke to her from the closet where 
he was concealed. 

“ Hemju n a h, ” said he, “ are you as yet disposed to yield your 
self to the will of Bennaskar, or must we still expenence the evils 
of opposite enchantment?” 

“Wretch 1” answered the fair stranger, “I fear not the powers 
of your accursed magic, for Macoma has assured me that you shall 
not be able to harm me except with my own consent, and Mahomet, 
though for a time he permits this enchantment, will at length as- 
suredly deliver me” 


» A large whip. 
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“Then,” answered Bennaikar, "mnst the lash be inflicted. 
Here,* continued he, ^ ikve MahnnH, iafttct fiify lashes on that 
obdurate female.* 

1 took the cbabonc from Bennaskai, and began, with trembling, 
my cmel office, lamenting my own blind comphance m promising 
to obey a monster whom I bad mistaken for a friend. 

As the lash touched the beaotiihl Hemjnnsh, she made the 
Tanlted roof re-echo with her cnes, nor did my heart fed less 
sensibly the strokes which I gave iHnn her own. The tears trickled 
down my cheeks, and 1 prayed mwardly to be delivered from the 
hateful task. 

“What,” said Bennsskar from the closet, “what doth Hemjunoh 
now tay to my desires ? * 

“ The hard-hearted and the cmel, said Hemjnnah, £untly, “are 
the last to wm the soft aflections of a female heart rather let me 
die than be the property of the vQe Bennasbur * 

“ If so,” said he, coming from the closet, “die ibr the present 
I resign my powex. l.et Macoma hide thee again In the dust of 
die earth. 

Bennaskar no sooner appeared the beaotifiil Hemjunah 
agam seemed to die away, and immediately a hissing noise was 
beard, and an o^y dwarf arose from the tiap-door, and took the 
body of Hemjnnsh and replaced it m the earth, and the trap-door 
was doted with a roarmg none. 

Bennaskar then beckoned me to follow him, and leadmg me to 
the bath, bade me wash and re tom to the saloon m my proper 
vestmenta 

I was so soipiised at these honors that I liardly knew what I 
did. Hotrever, m the bath I had bme to recollect myself but 
recollection was of htde service^ for reflection rather increased flifln 
cleared my confiision. One moment I resolved to apply to the 
Cadi, and declare every mrcumstance of the tenible adrentiire. 
The next I was awed by the thoughts of my rash and imprudent 
TOWS of secrecy 

“Bennaskar* said I “has for a month appeared as an angd 
before me, but one base action has deformed all his former purity 
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How can I reconcile these inconsistencies? Can he, who is the 
tenderest, the best of friends, be also the vilest and most cruel of 
mankind ? I have been accessory to the torture of a most beau- 
tiful female — one, too, who called on the perfect Allah to deliver 
her I have been the instrument of a mean revenge on a helpless 
woman, and now I yet delay to inform the Cadi of the villanies of 
this house of enchantment ” 

I resolved immediately to repair to the Cadi, and give him full 
information of the sorcenes of Bennaskar 1 hastened out of the 
bath, threw my vestments over me, and advanced to the door 
“ But,” said I, as I went along, “ what am I about to do ? I 
shall forfeit my faith without serving the distressed. Bennaskar 
expects me m the saloon, and when he finds that I am gone forth, 
he will, by the power of his art, secrete the beautiful female from 
the eyes of the Cade I have been the guest of Bennaskar a month, 
and never, till this day, did I perceive the rooms through which I 
was led to that detestable act of cruelty nay, Bennaskar himself 
was obliged to wait he was impatient till the full of the mooa 
and oppressed with sorrow and care when it arose I will, there- 
fore, for the present, return to Bennaskar, and will put on the face 
of cheerfulness, and make my countenance to shine before him ” 
Bennaskar met me on my return. “ Whence cometli Mahoud ? " 
said he. 

“ I am,” answered I, “ just risen from the bath, and I come to 
meet my fiaend Bennaskar " 

“Mahoud,” answered Bennaskar, “art thou faithful, and wilt 
thou ever remain faithful to thy fnend ? ” 

These words embarrassed me, and, not danng to answer other- 
wise I said, “Why doth my lord doubt the smeenty of my 
heart?” 

“ Mahoud, then,” returned he, “ is faithful ? ” 

“ He IS,” answered I, but with an unwilimg heart. 

“ I doubt not," contmued Bennaskar, “ that my friend is amazed 
at the scene he lately beheld. But ask no explanations . let thy 
mouth be ever closed to seek or reveal ” 

“Then,” answered I, “you doubt the fauhfiilness pf Ajahnud; 
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die wlty may not I know die meanmg of the wondcn I bare 
Ecen?* 

“ The ige of thy friendihip " <aid Bennaskar, “ is a month, and 
vocldit then be admitted m so short a time to all the lecreta of 
my heart? Forbear rash youth. Awell-tned fiiend is Bennaakar'i 
joy but woes and are in the paths of his enemies.’* 

As he said this, he frowned and left me, and I retired to my 
apartment, nresolute m mind. As I entered my chamber I per 
coved a TniJI book open on a desk before the burning lamps. I 
went up to it, and found it was the Koran of our holy law Being 
little denroua of sleep, I sat down and as I reail, methoeght I saw 
the name of Mahoud in the book. 

Startled at the vuion, I looked again, and read distinctly these 
words 

•* Mahond 1 Mahoud I Uahoud 1 there is much good m (he 
world, bat diere u more evil, the good is the gift of Allah, bat 
the evil is the choice of His aeatnrea. Because of man • sm, and 
becanse of the darkness of his heax^ do the evil genn and the 
enchantments of wickedness prevail Even now u Mahcmd m the 
home of a magiaan, to whom be is unpmdeutly bound by the 
ties of honour t to draw back is meanness bat to persist u am. 
tVhen men act wrong, they subjert thcmaelres to the power of a 
wicked race and we who are the goardiani of mortality cannot 
mterpoie but m proportian to their remorse. Token by the 
crafty diwmalauon of Bennaskar, thy easy soul gave m to his 
marcs, and thy prudence was decoyed by the voice of his mouth. 
Thou halt promised, at all events, not to reveal the secrets of his 
bouse, and thou hast, unknowingly jomed thyself m the fellowship 
of the wicked. But can man, who is bound to the service of Allah 
by an unalterable law dispose of himself against the will of his 
Maker? or can the worm of the earth, the property of Heaven, 
set up itsdf against the hand that formed it? HaH Mahoud 
engaged to conceal evciythmg but what the law of Mahomet 
obhged him to reveal, he had behaved wisely but be who 
walkcth m darkness will undoubtedly &11 mto the pit Past erron 
cannot be recalled, and Mahoud must learn the wisdom oi cjc 

Ifi 
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penence Under the resemblance of the Koran, behold, the 
genius Macoma instructs thine heart I perceive evil wdl attend 
thee, if thou dost attempt the enlargement of tlic Princess of 
Cassimir, and yet, without it, thou must still continue the servant 
of cruelty and oppression Choose, therefore, for yourself . if in- 
jured innocence can move thee, boldly sufilr in the cause of truth, 
and take this book in thy bosom, which shall at all times admit 
thee to a sight of the Pnneess , if not, be still the slave of the 
enemy of thy Prophet " 

After this, I looked again on the book, but found I could read 
no more , however, I hesitated not to engage in the service of tlie 
Pnneess; and therefore, taking the book in my bosom, and the 
lamp m my hand, I went toward the saloon, supposing that Ben- 
naskar was asleep I searched for the rooms through which I had 
passed before, and soon perceived the vaulted apartment at the 
end of them 

I hastened to take up the trap-door, and touching the Pnneess 
Hemjunah -with the book, essayed to deliver her from her mise- 
rable confinement The Princess awoke at the touch of the book, 
but, at the sight of me, shneked aloud, and I feared her cnes 
would awaken Bennaskar I assured her that I was sent by the 
genius Macoma to effect her deliverance, and that I abhorred every 
kind of cruelty which I had practised upon her 

“Alas 1” said she, still shneking at intervals, “your story betrays 
your wickedness I never before saw you, unless you are, as I sus- 
pect, the magician Bennaskar under some feigned appearance , but 
rest assured, vile man • that no deceit or cruelty shall ever make 
me the creature of Bennaskar I will ever persist in ray hatred 
of you , and I am assured that you cannot injure or destroy me ” 

“ Most gracious Princess Hemjunah > " said I, prostrating my- 
self before her, “ let me beseech you to hear me I am not Ben- 
naskar, nor a creature of Bennaskar’s, but the servant of the genius 
Macoma, who has mstructed me, by means of this holy book 
(which I then pulled out), to attempt your rescue, and I am ivilling 
to lay down my life for your safety You have not indeed seen 
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me m my pretent cbanLcter, bat tiili vay night wai I brcraght 
hither by Bennxakir, under the cmPitude of a ilare, and forced, 
through A moct acemved oath, to inflict the tererest tortures on the 
most delicate of her ttxJ* 

" Wretch 1 ” said the Pnneen, •* I am now convmced of thy per 
fidy, flU owing thma own account to be true , forwhat promiae could 
bin d thee to a cruel action ? and why not rather be thyself a snf 
ferer i-Han make an mnocent virgin the subject of thy cmeltiei? 
But if thou art truly the servant of Macoma, and ashamed of thy 
late inhnman deeds, qmt the house of the vile Bennaskar and tn> 
flinn the Cadi of hu cruelties ami sorcenet,” 

" Bather," said I, ** let me dig around you, and release you from 
tha mueraUe <~nnfinc7n<*nt- * 

That,” said the Fnneess, *you cannot do, unless you are in 
deed, as 1 suspect, the wretdi Bennaskar, for by hu command 
alcHxe can I be rdeased. Ob, fool that I waa,” continued ahe, with 
tears, "to hsten for a moment to the falsehood of man I” 

" If my infonnafloh,” said I, " O lovely Hemjunah, wiQ avail, 
this mcment will 1 fly to the Cadi, and aequimt him with your 
dutrcaa.” 

1 dieu hastened to go but oh, nnagme my terror and amaae- 
ment when 1 taw Bennaskar moving through the apartroenta whidi 
led to the vaulted chamber I 

As he advanced, Hemjunah shocked, and I was ready to sink 
though my mtcntioaa were just and good, yet was I terrified by his 
appearance, so much was I sunk by the rash proouse which 1 had 
made and 1 every moment expected the dreadful eSects of his 
powerful mahee. 

As Bennaskar entered the vaulted chamber, I shrank back with 
fear, and dared not hft up my eyes, but my terror was soon qmeted 
when I saw him &11 prostrate at my feet. I then no longer doubted 
that the genius Macoma supported me, and attnbuted bu beha 
Tiour to her supernatural power. 

" O Mshoud, said Bennaskar "the friend of my bosom, the 
partner of my secreta although the power of love has not the rule 
m thine heart, yet pity those who are the slaves of its dominion, 

U— « 
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if the lovely Pnncess of Cassimir did but know the punty of my 
heart, the ” 

“Hear not the villain," said Hemjunah, “O servant of Ma- 
coraa, unless he release me from this detested place . me he hath 
already deceived , and you will be subjected likewise to his power, 
unless the prudent spint of Macoma direct thee " 

“Then," said Bennaskar, nsing up, and laying bare his bosom, 
“here, Mahoud, strike, and end my miseries, and the miseries of 
Hemjunah , but never will Bennaskar consent to lose the treasure 
of his heart." 

“ I will not," answered I, “ lift up my pnvate arm against thy 
life, but I shall deliver thee to the power of the Cadi, who is the 
deputy of the great Allah's vicegerent " 

“ Give me, then," said the Pnncess of Cassimir, “ the book of 
the genius Macoma, that I may be defended from the insults and 
con^vances of the base Bennaskar.” 

The request of the Pnncess appeared to be so reasonable, that 
I obeyed her, and put the book into her hands 

Bennaskar, when I was leaving the vaulted chamber, besought 
me not to destroy the friend who had supported me , but I told 
him that AUah was to be obeyed ratlier than man. 

I hastened to the Cadi , but as it was night, his officers told me 
I could not be heard, till I informed them that I had in my power 
a wicked magician, who, by sorcenes, had stolen the Princess of 
Cassimir. When they heard this, they acquainted the Cadi , and 
that vigilant magistrate arose, and followed me to the house of 
Bennaskar with his guard 

As I entered the house, I was amazed to see him standing in 
the entrance with a lamp in his hand , but my astonishment in- 
creased when I saw him fall down before the Cadi, and confess 
his guilt 

The Cadi commanded the guards to seize him, and then ordered 
him to lead us to the place where he had concealed the Pnncess 
of Cassimir Bennaskar obeyed, but as he went through the 
apartments, he said to me, “ Mahoud, you are sensible that the 
Princess Hemjunah's body is half buried m the eartli, and un 
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co>ercd , therdbre prcraB uj>on the Cadi that he iuHcr os to go 
before and rclcoao her for my part, roy vru oppreu me, and 1 
■Kuh to rettorc 10 her dignuy a mnch mjated I nnccav* 

“If," Old I, “you will pronme to release the Pnnocs*, I will 
cndcatour lo prerad on die Cadi to ptnwl what you ptojiosc 
bui otherwise, let the whole world bo a wiLocas of your wicked 
malice." 

“ O my fnend * said Penfutkar "acouc me not, my own heart 
penccolcs me suffiacnily Yea, iUhoud," conunued he, “ 1 will, 
aa yon rcqmrc me, release the Pnneeas, and ini&t lo the mercy of 
the Cadi, for the tcrtace of the cnl genii will noiher bnog me 
profit nor peace." 

I was pleased at this repentance of Dennaskar and besought 
the Cadi that he would udTcr oa to enta the raolled chamber 
first, and rccorcr the Pnnccaa from her enchantment. The Cadi 
acqtueaced m mypropotal hot ordered the guajda lo surroond the 
entrance, while Benrutkar and mpclf cnleicd the chamber 

Aa soon aa we enlered, Demuakar acued me tuddenly by the 
throat, and, before I could speak or recollect myself he dragged 
me into the closet and that ihe door after ua. 

‘'Now* said bc,“nllaml receive the juat rewards of a perjured 
heart" Saying this he spat u my face, and threw me on the 
ground and then fiew out of the closet, ahulUng the door forcibly 
after him. 

1 remained for some moments stupefied by my Call , but aAera 
ume arose, and opening the closet, 1 was surprised lo see neilher 
the Pnneesa of Caasimir nor the magidan Uennaskar 

NVhdc I was m dda confuaiors the Cadi and bia guards, being 
impahent at our stay, entered the chamber, and the Cadi com* 
manded hia guards lo acue roc, aaymg “ Villain 1 where Is ihe 
Pnnccaa of Caaiumr, and the man who revealed thy annghlcoua 
ocuona?" 

At this I began to answer, when I perceived that my voice was 
u the voice of Bennaakar I unmcdulcly looked on my clothes, 
and found them changed. In abort, I doubted not that my ma* 
Uaoua foe had traiuformed me into hb own appearance. 
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1 fell at the feet of the Cadi, and besought him for one moment 
to hear me I acquainted him with every circumstance of m> 
adventures, from my entrance into the house of liennaskar to tlie 
present moment. But he and his guards laughed at my tale, and 
commanded me to deliver up my friend and the Princess of Cas- 
simir In vain did I call Allah to witness the truth of my story , 
the Cadi was enraged at my persisting in the tale, and ordered his 
guards to give me a hundred strokes with the chabouc 

To add to my misfortune, Bennaskar appeared at one end of 
the room , and when I cried out and pointed to him, the Cadi, 
who saw him not, thinking that I meant to mock him, ordered me 
another hundred lashes with the chabouc. 

Vexed with myself, and subdued by the pain, I fell on tlie 
ground, and my guards were ordered to carry me to the pnson, 
where I was loaded with chains, and thrown into a deep dungeon 
The next mommg I was brought out again before the Cadi, and 
earned into the hall of justice The Cadi there passed sentence 
upon me, that I should be burnt alive the next day unless I 
delivered up Mahoud and the Pnneess of Cassimir 

Finding it vain to repeat my declarations that I was the real 
Mahoud, and that I suffered through the vile enchantments of 
Bennaskar, I remained silent , but this was construed into surliness, 
and I was ordered five hundred bastinadoes to make me speak. 

The Cadi then commanded me to be earned back to ^e dun- 
geon, and ordered a large pile of wood to be raised in the market- 
place, whereon I was to be burnt the next morning, before all the 
people 

I spent the night m the utmost horror, and earnestly wished 
that the sun might never more behold my sorrows But the dark- 
ness passed away as usual, and I beheld the dreadful morning 
dawn A tumultuous crowd had collected before the door of the 
dungeon to see me pass to execution, and as I was dragged along, 
the common people nearly overwhelmed me wth stones 
As I advanced to the pile, I perceived the Cadi and his officers 
were seated before it He commanded me to be brought again 
before lum ere I was bound to the pile 
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“Art lh(W,“ uid he, “wretched magicun wjQmg to bnng forth 
the Pnneess, or thy fnend who arc concealed by thy wicked arti, 
or mart the sentence of our law be executed opon thee ? ” 

“ O judt,c," said I, “ since tny tale will not gam acdil with thee 
at least let me know by whose accusatioo i; U that I am bioaght 
before thee, and who it u that accuses me of mot^ic or sorcery 
Am not 1 Pcnnaikar the wealthy merchant of Delhi? and where 
are my accusers ? U*bo dare say anght against my fame ? Vou 
came into my house by night, you scued my person, you mfheted 
on me the punishment of a stave, )ou cart me into a dungeon, 
and condemned me to the dames, and all thU without the appear 
ance of a single witoeis against roe wherefore, O Cadi, 1 appeal 
onto the nghtcoos Sultan of the East and 1 hope my fellow 
enuens wUl not suder me to be executed while no proofs of guilt 
are brought against me." 

“ Young man," answacd the Cadi, “your ajipeal is unncccwary 
for 1 am not desirous of destro)iAg my fellow-creatures without 
a cause. Your plea were just and prosier dui not jrour own con* 
feisioa coQUidiet your present assertion, k erterday }rou declared 
that )0U were not Bentmkar and to-day you uy you axe whac- 
fore out of your own bps 1 ha>e convicted you of falsehood; 
whaeas, had you really l^en Bennaskar the merchant, and not a 
magi cun, there had been no Deed of two different accounts of 
yourself." 

The people, heaxing this duUnctioo of the Cadi, applauded 
their judge , and one and all cned out that 1 was a nugicun, and 
deserved the flames. 

The guards were then ordered to bind me 0 » the pOe, and 1 
was led up and hied to a post by the chains which had been 
fastened on my body the day before, and now amidst the aeda- 
mauons of the mob, was the pile kmdled, and the smoke and the 
flame surrounded the unfortunate 3!ahoud. 

In a moment the crowd and the heavens dUappeared from my 
sight, and 1 found myself m ibo body of a loail at the bottom of 
the pUe. I hopped forward out of the flames, and with UiflicuUy 
bid my'Bclf beneath a rtoue in tlic rtrcct. 
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The crowd, having waited till the pile was consumed, carried 
the ashes out of the city, and scattered them m tlie air I remained 
till night beneath the stone 

It was my intention, as soon as it was dark, to creep out of the 
city into the woods, but sleep overtook me at the time when 
animals retire to their rest, and when I awoke in the morning I 
found myself in this forest, where I remained during the space of a 
moon alone, till I met with these two miserable companions of my 
solitude. 

“Your adventures, O Mahoud,” said the Sultan of India, “are 
wonderful, and an excellent lesson of caution and prudence to us 
who are joined m one common fate, and since I perceive both 
your misfortunes and my own have been brought about by our 
want of trust and prudence, I shall, ivith the utmost resignation, 
acknowledge that the all-perfect Allah is ever willing to assist 
those who are not wanting to themselves 

“But, O Mahoud, suffer me, ere I declare my own grief, to 
ask what has become of the lovely Hemjunah, the Princess of 
Cassimir? and wonder not at my solicitude, for the mention of 
her name bnngs to my memorj' ideas of the past How was it 
possible that lovely being should be betrayed into the powers of 
those wicked enchanters ? But why should I be surprised at her 
weakness, who am myself the, object of their malice? Surely,” 
continued the Sultan, “this our companion, whom you called 
Prmcess, cannot be the daughter of Zebenezer, the Sultan of Cas- 
sunir?" 

“You are nght, indeed, in your conjectures,” answered Mahoud, 
“ the Pnneess of Cassimir is a fellow-sufferer with us, and he who 
IS on my nght hand is Horara, the favounte of Misnar, the Lord 
of Delhi.” 

“ What ! ” said Misnar, transported, and yet at the same time 
recoiling ivith suipnse, “is my faithful Horam also the unfortunate 
partner of my griefs?” 

Misnar then, turning to the Pnneess of Cassimir, said, “O Pnn- 
eess, whom a severe enchantment has depnved of the most exqui 
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ntc of forna, to load thee with the most wretched, permit me to 
reqaat an account of your unfortonate laboun nnee yon left the 
Court of your father ^benear , that at least I may iodolge my 
wi»he» for your recovery, though my aim U too weak to work 
other my own or your deliverance.* 

'Moat Qlastnoas SaJtoD," anjwered the PiiDcen^ “1 iJuD obey 
your command*, although the remembrance of my misfortune i* 
gnevoos, and the confession of my mdiwreGon must hll me with 
shame.'* 

**It IS enoc^ O Princes*," said the Sultan, "to confes* our 
fault* to Heaven and he u the weakest of the son* of earth who 
laV^ a. pleasure m hearing of the fafling* of others.* 

O Sultan,* replied Hemfunah, "your politeness cannot ex 
tenoate, though u^y gl<^ over my imprudence and by delay* 
mg to unfold my little history to you, my crime may seem more 
black while hidden tuan when it shall be revealed.* 

A* the Pnneess uttered these word*, a demsb, worn with age 
and bowed down by mhnnity, appeared among the thickets of the 
forest 

Honm immedutely recollected the features of the good old 
calnt, and said, "My royal master yonder u Shemshelnar, the 
most pious worshipper of AQah among all the sons of Asia.* 

" 1 do not remember his features,* answered Mlmar | "came bo 
not to the coundl of our divan?” 

" No, my royal lord, said Horam, “the infinnitin of age were 
upon him.” 

By this tune Shanthelnar had reached the place where the trans* 
formed company were seated and, falhng prostrate before Misnar, 
he said, “ Wonder not^ O Pnneo of Indu, Shemshelnar, thy 
slave, doth thns a^mowledge hu Pzmee, though deformed by the 
encliantments of the wicked I knew the evils furrounded 
thee and although I was unable to attend thy councH, yet I prayed 
m secret to Him who bestowetb at the noonday, that He would 
avert from my royal master the miafbrtunes which thrfatfpfj to 
overpower him. AHah heard my prayer a* I lay prostrate in my 
cell , and the genius Bahocdi appearing, commanded me to seek 
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thee in the forest of Tarapajan, whither thy wayward fortune should 
lead thee. ‘0 genius,’ replied I, ‘how shall age and mfirmity 
comply with thy commands ? ’ 

“ ‘ Go,’ said Bahoudi, touching me with his finger, ‘ for strength 
IS given thee firom above The enchantress Ulm hath transformed 
thy Pnnce mto the most hideous reptile of the earth But wonder 
not at the deformity of his appearance, nor at the malice of her 
who has overpowered him , for such is the fate of those who are 
most exalted m their vurtues, that their enemies, whenever an 
opportunity is afforded to them, will stnve to render them most 
odious Thy Pnnce, before thou canst amve m the forest, will be 
surrounded by three others in equal affliction . it is permitted thee 
to rescue the Sultan of India , but the rest must wear the chams 
of the enchantress till Ulm is no more.’ 

“But ere I restore thee, O Sultan of my heart,” continued Shem- 
shelnar, “ such axe the words which the gemus hath commanded 
me to utter before thee . 

“ Rehgion, O Misnar, is the first and the greatest duty of life, 
and the service of Allah the sweetest offermg of a grateful heart 
But He who appomted the ceremomes and services of piety and 
devotion hath also given to all their respective stations in the war- 
fare of life. How, then, shall we pay honour to Allah, if we neglect 
and desert the pecuhar duties of that post wherem AUah hath 
placed us ? The signet of Mahomet, O Pnnce, of which Mangelo 
the prophet did prophesy, is it not that seal which the Faithful bear 
on their frontlets, when they obey the voice of reason and rehgion ? 
and the girdle of Opakha, with which Kifii, the enchanter, is 
endued, what is it but foresight and prudence, the best alhes of the 
Sultans of the earth? To save his people my Pnnce has deserted 
them, and given away what he sought to keep When Allah 
placed thee on the throne of India, He thence expected to hear 
thy petitions , but, as faults which proceed from goodness, though 
uninstructed, are beheld with Heaven’s piteous eye, therefore arise, 
O Sultan,” said Shemshelnar, and touched him, “nse firom the filth 
of the earth, and agam assume the glones with which Allah hath 
endued thee. And know, that such is His care over thee, that He 
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hfltTi embed the hands of thmo enemies, and bids thee go forth 
against t h wn, assured of this, *har they shall not be able by their 
enchantments to foresee thy designs, nor to OTCzpower thee by the 
hdp of thar deceits, unless then yield to their snares. Be 

prudent and vigilant, and feai than noL Only this is pcnmtted 
against thee, — if thon canst not oveipover and destroy them nn< 
awares, they may ose their art to conceal thor escape, and avoid 
thy arm , therefore be bold and qmck, and yet cautious and dis* 
cemmg, lest, vhen force avails not, they employ Irand to destroy 
thee.'* * 

As Shemshehiar fintthgd these words, Mlsnar arose m his natnral 
fbnn, but, ere he spake to the holy demsh who had released him, 
he fell prostiute, a^ adored the goodness of Allah, who had thus 
retened him from the power of Ulin. Then, rising, he took Shem- 
shelnax by the hand, and thanked him for his release and advice. 

' Thou hast done nght, O Misnar ” cud the demsh, " to give 
the greatest honour to Allah, for to Him alone belongs all honour ” 

"And may I not hope,” contmued the Sultan, " that it will please 
Hun to release these my feUoir-sofTaeTS also ? ” 

" Misnai alone can release them,” answered the dervish. "Let 
Ulm pensh, and these unfortunate persons shall be restored to 
thee and themselves but in the meantime they most learn to bear 
thor nusfoitnnes with patience^ and ofler their ptayen for thy 
safety The road to DeOii u through this desert forest, and to the 
left is m t na te d the palace of Ulm, She b already aware of thy re 
tra n s f o rm a t ion, and is itndymg to deceive thee a second time, but 
beware, O Miinar 1 for if she prevail, death and destruction await 
thee.” 

Mi s n a r having recared the Instructioni of the devish, took leave 
of his companions, aatunog them he was desirous of meeting the 
crafty Ulm as soon as possible, he might ather ^ve up all 
pretensiODS to his longdom, or dehrer his subjects and his friends 
from the bands of the cndiantreaa. 

The Sultan of the Indies, having left the dervish and his friends, 
advanced into the forest, chewmg some leaves which Shemshehiat 
had given him to aiipport,,hmi till he should amve at Ms 
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He had not advanced more than two days’ journey in the forest 
before he heard the violent shrieks of a distxessecf woman, and at 
a distance saw four rufhans stnpping a lady, and beating her in- 
humanly. 

hlLsnar was enraged at what he saw, and, flying to the lady’s 
assistance, he bade the ruffians defend thcmselvcs 'I hey chose not 
to encounter the arm of Misnar, but, leaving the hdy, fled , and 
the Pnnee, stepping up to her, desired to know by what accident 
she had fallen thus alone into the hands of the robbers 

“ 0 noble sir 1 ” said the lady m tears — “ for I perceive by your 
mien I speak to no common fnend — it \\as my fate to be beloved 
by the handsomest of the sons of the Faithful I lived m Delhi, 
the daughter of an Emir , and Hazar, the captain of a thousand in 
the army of Misnar, the Sultan of the East, was my admirer, but, 
alas ! his love has proved my destruction The second son of the 
great Dabulcombar, assisted by Ulin the enchantress, aspned to 
his brother’s throne, and the soldiers, who loved the hazardous 
chance of war, deserted frequently from Misnar our Sultan among 
the rest Hazar, m spite of my utmost endeavours, revolted with 
his thousand men 

“‘There is no preferment,’ said he, ‘in the peaceful reign of 
Misnar, I will follow the fortunes of his brother, whose tlirone 
must be gamed and supported by arras ' In vain I remonstrated, 
and urged both love and duty ‘My love,’ said Hazar, ‘is still 
unalterable thou wilt soon see me return the favounte of the new 
monarch, and it wiU then be m my power to raise thee to higher 
dignities than those which thy father now possesses ’ 

“ Hazar then left me by night, and soon I heard that he had 
joined the rebel army, but, O generous stranger' what was my 
gnef when I understood that Ulin, the detestable enchantress, was 
stneken with his appearance, and had deceived him ' I set out 
without delay for the camp, and, studying to avoid the array of 
Misnar, travelled through this wood with four slaves 

“ Bemg now amved at the farther side, I struck mto the thickest 
part of the forest, and, losmg sight of my attendants, I wandered 
about for some time till morning, when on a sudden I heard several 
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roKcs unoDg the trccL In an mfUct fbcr niSaixs mroGnded me, 
and, had not yonr powerful ann mtopoaed, I ihoold have nifl'ered 
the vilest of deaths." 

•Kfi«rrmr endeavoured to comfort the afflicted stranger, and ashed 
her whether the thought it possible for any man to enter the palace 
of Ulm undiscovered, 

“O Sultan," said the, ‘let me prevail upon you to follow me, 
and I win ensure your success." 

besought her to walk before, and show him the path 
which led to the palace. 

‘‘We will reati it by night," said the stranger, "when the dark 
ness shall protect thee." 

The beantdol stranger then went forward, and hlniur followed 
after £ro they had proceeded twenty paces, hfisnar said 

“ It win be proper, O lair stranger, to draw my somitar, lest we 
be set upon suddenly by the robbeia.* 

“You are ng^t,* answered the Ij^r stranger, "and your precanOon 
is Just" 

The Sultan Mlsnar having drawn his sabre, followed dose b' 
hmd the beautiful stranger, and suddenly with a blow smote hei 
on the shoulders, and felled her to the ground. 

She had no sooner tallen, than her countenance changed, and 
discovered to hfisnar the features of the mobdoos enchantress 
Uhn, who, though nearly spent and nhausted by the blow, yet 
lived to utter the following imprecarfonj 

" May the curse of our sex light upon thee, thou traitor to man 
hood ! amce nather the charms nor the afflictions of the fair have 
been able to soften thme heart Thou hast, Indeed, avoided my 
snares, by doing violence to the noblest of passions, and by tramp- 
ling on the most sacred laws of humanity and hospitahty Idiot 
that I was to trust myself to thee, though guarded by the strongest 
tppauances of innocence and distress 1 The mjured and the help- 
less can find no protection m thy government, though thou boastest 
thyself the delegate of Allah and the fiiend of the oppressed , 

I, trusting to thy speoouj Vntuea, have fallen a sacrifice to thy do* 
certful heart.* 
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Her iniquitous spirit then fled from the body of Ulm, and the 
Sultan left her mangled and deformed corpse a prey to the beasts 
of the forest 

He travelled for several days backward, hoping todlnd the former 
companions of his misery, and at last came to the place which he 
had left, but could see no signs of them , wherefore, concluding 
that their enchantment was broken by the death of Ulin, the Sul 
tan returned towards Delhi, subsisting on the leaves which the 
dervish had given him, and on the fruits of the earth, and m twelve 
days’ tune arrived at a small town m his own dommions Here he 
lodged at a poor cottage, where he found an old woman and her 
son, and mquued whether she could procure him any horses or 
mules to carry him the next morning to Delhi 

“ Alas !” answered the old woman, ‘^we have no cattle with us, 
the anmy has stopped us of alL” 

What ' ” answered Misnar, “ has the rebel army been foraging 
so near Delhi ? ” 

“ Alack I” said the old woman, " I thmk all armies are rebels, for 
my part Indeed, the soldiers told us that they were the Sultan’s 
army, and that they were sent to guard us from the rebels , but m 
the meantime they took our cattle and provision, and paid us 
nothmg for them, and stdl, every time they came, they called them- 
selves our guardians and friends If this is all the friendship great 
men can show us, we poor people should be best pleased to hve 
as far from them as we can.” 

Although Misnar smiled at the poor woman’s speech, yet, lifting 
up his eyes and hands secretly to heaven, as she went out for sticks 
to kmdle a fire to dress his provisions, he said, “ O just and merci- 
ful Allah, preserve me from the avarice of ambition • that, while 
the nch and the proud advise me to delight in blood, I may ever 
remember the seventies which the poor must suffer, and that I 
may rather rejoice to reheve one oppressed slave, than to ennch 
ten thousand flattenng Emirs of my Court ! ” 

As soon as the old woman entered agam mto her house, the 
disguised Sultan advised her and her neighbours to jom m a peti- 
tion, and present it to the Sultan m hj*> ‘hvan. 
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"A pctjtioni* aniwcrcd the old woman, “and for what?“ 

“ 1 o relieve )wir dutresK*,” laid Miinar 

“Alaal who is to reliere our dutrcsscs bot Allah ?* said the 
woman. 

“Your Sultan, the servant of Allah, will relieve than “ replied 
Misnar 

“\Vhatl" answered the old woman “can ho restore to these 
aims my dutiful first bom, who has been so long the joy of my 
aged heart, but was lately tom from mo to fill up the armies of the 
Saltan? Can he cad back the brave men he hu caused to be de> 
stroyed, and gtve life and spirits and joy again to the widows and 
orphans of India? If he can ohl let him hasten to relieve the 
af^cted hearts of hu subjects, and become as a god upon earth 1 ” 

The Sultan was astonished at the words and the gestures of the 
poor old woman, and deeply stneken by hex obserratioas. 

“How sddom," said he to honselC “do the nch feel the dlt* 
tresses of the poor I and m the midst of conquest and acclamation, 
who regardeth the tears and afiUctions of those who have lost iheu 
fiiends in the pubhc service?* 

The Sultan Misnar rested that night In the cottage of the old 
woman and the next mormng he arose and was conducted by 
her younger son to a town half a day s journey firther Here he 
supplied himself with mules, and in one day more reached the aty 
of DelhL 

The Saltan entered a caravanserai, where be found several mer 
chants. He asked them bow they dared venture to trade, when 
the armies of the rebels were spread over the £ice of Indix 

“ As to that,** answered the first merchant, ' we have lived here 
some tune, in expectatiaa that one party or the other would pre* 
rail. It little ma tt e r s to us which, provided trade be encouraged. 
As to the Saltan s pasty, there was not, tiU within these few days, 
any hope of their suc c e s s. The }Oung man himself had retired 
from his throne, being fearful of encounlenng his enemies, and 
the captains of the army had destroyed the Prime Vixier Horam. 

“And what," mterrupted Misnar, “is the cause of this change 
m favour of the Sultan ? * 
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“Ten days since/' answered the merchant, “contrary to every 
one's belief, as we all thought him dead, the Vuier Horam ap- 
peared at the head of the army, and assured the officers that his 
lord Misnar was livmg, and had destroyed the enchantress Uhn, 
who espoused the cause of his brother Ahubal , that, in conse- 
quence of Uhn’s death, Ahubal had fled, and his army had been 
dispersed, and that he expected his royal master would shortly 
appear among them " 

The Sultan rejoiced at this news, and without delay hastened to 
the palace of his Vizier 

The slaves of Horam, seemg the disguised Sultan, asked him 
his busmess 

“ I come,” replied Misnar, “ to commumcate to thy lord tidings 
of our Sultan ” 

At this word, the slaves of Horam conducted Misnar to their 
master's presence, and Horam no sooner saw his master m the 
disguise with which he had furnished him, than he fell at the 
Sultan’s feet, and congratulated him on his safe return 

“ My faithful Horam,” said Misnar, “ anse The day is not yet 
so far spent but that my Court may be assembled Give orders, 
Horam, that the army be drawn up, and let thy slaves proceed to 
the palace, and bring the imperial robes My people require my 
presence, and Misnar yearns to see the supporters of his throne ” 
Horam arose, and the Sultan, embraang him, said, “ Horam, I 
am desirous of heanng the particulars of thy fate, but public 
advantage must not yield to pnvate friendship ” 

The faithful Horam then hastened to call together the Princes 
and the Viziers of the Court of Delhi, and gave orders that the 
army should be drawn up m the royal square before the divan 
The Sultan Misnar, bemg arrayed m his impenal robes, delayed 
not to show himself to his people , and no sooner did he appear, 
than his subjects cned out, “Long live the Sultan of our hearts^ 
who alone was able to conquer the powers of enchantment ' ” 

The Sultan was overjoyed to find that his people received him 
with gladness, and commandea money to be thrown among the 
populace, and double subsistence to be dealt out to his army. 
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Tho vizios and officen of Jtudce bong aiseinbled in the divan, 
waited the amval of their Saltan , and hOsnar, havin^t aicended 
the throne, comnunded Horam to deliver to him a fulhfal account 
of ha enenuea. 

Horam the Vizier then arose &om his seat, and assured hia 
Sultan that the rebel army was dispersed, and that Ahubal bad 
fled with a few hiends to the shores of the Indian Ocean. 

The Saltan, on this report, commanded his army to be stationed 
at suitable mtervals, about a day's journey round the aty of Delhi, 
that their nuroben should be i^uctd, and that p e a ce should be 
proclaimed the nezt day m the aty 

No sooner were the Vmers dismissed from the divan, than 
Misnax, retmng into his palace, sent &>r his faithful Vizier Horam, 
and desired h™ to give him a tme reladoa of what had happened 
to him tince hia departnre flrom the army 
“Royal tn,” answered Horam *you were no sooner departed 
than I began to inspect the order and dtsapUne of your troops, 
to look into the methods of providing for the army , and to app<^l 
proper officers, who should take care that the soldiers bad luffiiaent 
and wholesome provision — that their tents were good— that the 
Btuationa of the diflerent battalions were m healthy places, near 
springs and nven, but on dry sods, and as far as possible removed 
from swampy fens or the stagnated air of the forests. 

“ Dnzmg dus tune little o ccu r r ed of which I could mform my 
lord, os I meant not to trouble you with my own concerns, lest it 
should seem that I was proud of the trifling dupositions which 1 
had made m favour of the army 
“The rebels m the meintimewere quiet, and their distance only 
prev en ted me from destroying them, but, on a sudden, a mes- 
senger arrived with ndmp that all tbs southern provinces had 
revolted , that the enchantress Dim was with them, and conducted 
their forces , that Ahubol was declared Saltan of India by her , 
and thjir the was determined to support his cause. Upon this 1 
took such precautioiiB as, doubtless, my Sultan must have read in 
the tablets but my precantioos seemed vain, for the next night 
ve acre on a suild<:a Icmfled with a second alarm that the rebels 
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were within half a day’s march of our camp, which I thought, con 
sidenng their former distance, must be the effect of enchantment 
“ This threw our officers mto the greatest consternation, who, 
coUectmg themselves m a body, came rushmg towards the royal 
tent, and demanded a sight of the Sultan, and declared their 
resolution of revolting to the enemy unless you headed the troops 
I was writing despatches in the royal tent when I heard their 
tumult, and my heart fled as they approached , but as they stopped 
for some time to fix upon one for their speaker, I had just t»ne to 
slip on a slave’s habit, and cut my way through the hmder part of 
the tent 

“ I ran as swiftly as my feet could carry me out of the encamp- 
ment , and being stopped by several sentmels, I told them I was 
dispatched by the Vizier, and showed them my own signet 
“ But I was no sooner clear of the army than I repented of my 
folly * What have I done ? ’ said I to myself ‘ I have deserted 
my post, and rumed the mterests of my lord better had I died at 
the head of my Sultan’s troops, or fallen a sacnfice to their rage, 
than thus mglonously to pensh I Besides, I may have been terri- 
fied without just cause the rebel army may not be so near I 
ought to have stayed m the tent, and endeavoured to pacify the 
officers of the array ’ 

“ And now I was m doubt whether to return, or, as I had pene- 
trated thus far, whether it would not be most prudent to take a 
near survey of the rebel army I resolved upon the last, and 
cautiously travelled towards the place where the spies said they 
were encamped 

“ I arrived at the spot descnbed, but saw neither sentinels nor 
encampment. Amazed at this, I proceeded onwards durmg that 
and the next day, but no army was to be seen, nor anythmg ra- 
dicating then approach. 

Alas ] ’ said I to myself, * how httle worthy wert thou of the 
confidence of thy lord ' And yet, better is this mistake than the 
certamty of the rebels’ approach, which could not have been 
effected without the power of enchantment’ 

Ere it was too late, I resolved to return, hoping that I should 
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pftdfy the troops by aasnniig them that 1 bad m person been a 
witness to the nntmth of the last alaim. 

"Bat, alasl when I essayed to retmn, I fbtmd my feet fixed to 
the groond in a moment the earth trembled, and Ulin the en 
chantress arose on the back of an cnonnona reptile. 

" Wise and graooas VIner, said she, m an msnltmg tone, *1 
admire your prudence and discretionl and although Mahomet and 
hu futhful crew of genu may not pennit ua to oreipower you or 
your prudent master wfaHe you resist our temptation, yet there u 
to be feared from their mterposuon while you become such 
easy dupes to our artifices. The army which I led against thy 
wretch^ Saltan is not less than forty days’ inarch hence, and is 
by the mountains and the foresta, and yet the credo- 
looa Vizier abandoned his charge on the most improbable alarm, 
and fled mto the arms of one who well knows how to reward his 
prudence and address. Become, therefiare, O silly Vuier a loath- 
apmo, toad and 1 shall m a moment transport thee mto the forest 
of Tarapajan, whither several of thy wise brethren are gone before 
thee. 

"As she spake thus, the enchantress breathed on me with her 
pestiferous breath, and, f»llmg to the gr o un d, 1 crawled like & toad 
before her Ulin then waved her banxi, and sleep overpowered me. 
When 1 awoke I found myself between the merchant ^ Delhi and 
the Pnneess of Catsimrr, who, like me, bad felt the vengeance of 
Ulin the enchsntren. 

" It was some consoladou to os that our speech was not taken 
from us, but that we were able to ctanmouk^e to each other our 
miafbrtunea. 

" Mahoud first mqmred of me the ad? en hu es of my life, and 1 
had }ust finished them the day before you, O Sultan I appeared 
among at. While Mahoud was relating his history your voice 
•truck my ears, and 1 feared to ask whether my lord was in equal 
afflirhnn with hlS slave.* 

"Did you not, then,* said Misnar "hear the adventures of 
Hcmjunah, the Pnneen of Caasmnr?" 

" 1 did not, my Sultan,* answered Horam. “ Hemjunah 
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about to relate her adventures when you appeared, and after 
Bhemshelnar, the dervish, had released you, she desired to reserve 
them till such time as we should meet hereafter m our natural forms 
“ Two days after you left us with Shemshelnar, who endeavoured 
to alleviate our afflictions, on a sudden we perceived a vmd flash 
of hghtning, which was succeeded by a violent clap of thunder, 
and while we were aU looking at each other, the wood mstantly 
vanished, and I found myself m my palace at Delhi What be- 
came of Mahoud, or the Pnncess of Cassunir, I know not , but I 
was sensible that my Pnnce had conquered the enchantress, who 
had laid such hateful chains upon us 

“ I hastened to the divan of Viziers and Emirs, who were as- 
tonished at my presence They were met in order to appomt a 
Sultan, having just heard from the army that both their Sultan and 
his Vizier had fled from the encampments A friend of Ahubal’s 
had proposed that Pnnce to succeed my royal master, and orders 
were given to proclaim him when I amved m the divam 

“ Bemg acquamted with the resolutions of the Viziers and Emirs, 
I proclaimed aloud that my royal master Misnar was ajive, and 
that he had destroyed the enchantress Uhn, who had espoused 
the cause of Ahubal 

“At this declaration, the Viziers and Emirs prostrated them- 
selves, and gave thanks to Allah , and the trumpets and the comets 
went through the streets of Delhi, and proclaimed my amval and 
the victory of Misnar their Sultan over the enchantress Uhn 
“ I dispatched orders, before the divan broke up, to the army, 
with advice of your success, and commanded a part to march for 
the city of Delhi, leavmg only a suffiaent number of troops to 
observe the motions of the enemy if they should agam umte , for 
I knew that Ulm’s destruction would cause a dispersion of theu 
army 

“ Havmg settled the affairs of my master, to complete my joy, 
tidmgs were brought me of his approach, and Hgram is agam 
blessed with the sight of his Sultan ” 

The Vizier Horam, having finished his relation, bowed himself 
before the Sultan, and said, “ Shall thy slave give orders that an 
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UDbuiador be Mot to the &iltan of CawiinTT to inquire liter the 
of the Pimcen Hemjnnah ? " 

“ iniwered tiie SulUn, " while wir (talks thus boldly 

through our Hrmunmna, it were Tain to assame a state that we may 
in 1 moment be deprived of No, Honunf let os wait Ibr more 
prosperoos times.” 

Early m the monung seretal mesaengeis amred with the news 
of the death of Uhn and the rerolt of ten prormces from Ahubal, 
and soon alter the provinces sent deputies to ezcnse ther rebelhon, 
and to beseech the Sultan to pardon their oflences. Mitnar yielded 
to therr prayers, but ordered aomeof the most huthihl of his troops 
to march mto ^ar bofden and encamp among them. 

The Sultan then redressed the grievances which his soldiers had 
comnutted as tiu* as he was abl^ and, a just and equal law, 
obliged eveiy dmsioo to famish such a number of troops, ibx 
although DO doods were then seen to interrupt his reign, yet Misniu 
WSJ iiBured that, through the wiles of bis enemioi the enchanters, 
he should shortly be called upon to exerose his pmdeoce. 

Nor were hii fears unjust Ahubal, though deserted by the 
pr o vnices, was yet espoused by the magician Happuck, who, hea^ 
mg of the defeat of ius sister Uhn, was resolv^ to reveogo the 
of thnr detested race. 

It was not long before the Sultan heard that the magT/-i«n Hap- 
puck waa encouraging die pr o rmces who had foUoi^ Ulm to 
revolt again from then Sul^, but the fear of Misnar^i troops 
overawed them so that whatever might be their real rndmatioos, 
they refused the odexi and entreahea of Happuck. 

The Sultan, more edectnaUy to secure their obedience, increased 
the number of his farces m the provinces, and preserved the 
i-h^TT) of gnmmnnirq^tinn from qmto through bit czten&ve 
dofzunioQS. 

The miginan, finding the Sultan s forces 10 well disposed, and 
that no encouragement could prevail on the soutbetn provinces to 
revolt, ahandoDcd his design of succeedmg by die force of 
and flew to the weapons of exaft and /^rwmnlflrirm 

Though Happuck had now been employed neady a year m 
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raising commotions among the subjects of India, two provmces 
only owned the government of Ahubal the rest continued firm 
in their loyalty to the Sultan Misnar 

These provinces had raised a light army of about forty thousand 
men, who, by forced marches, harassed the neighbounng provmces 
around them 

Of these, three thousand horsemen parted suddenly from the 
rest, and, by following unfrequented tracks over the mountains and 
through the forests, arrived at length within two days’ march of 
Delhi 

Here, pitching their tents, they sent several of their chief officers 
to Delhi, to assure the Sultan that they were greatly afflicted at 
then cnmes, and were desirous of laying down their rebelhous 
arms at his feet 

Horam the Vizier received these suppliants, and represenUng 
their contrition to the Sultan, he commanded them to join the 
main army , at the same time sending dispatches to his general to 
dismount them from their horses, and to encamp them m such a 
situation that they might not be able either to escape or to annoy 
his army if they should be disposed to revolt again 

The magician Happuck, who was among the officers that ap- 
peared at Delhi, and who had contnved the revolt m order to get 
into the presence of the Sultan, was greatly chagnned to find that 
the Vizier Horam received him, and that he was not to be ad- 
mitted into Misnads presence , but, concealing his disappomtment, 
he, with the rest, jomed the three thousand horsemen, and marched 
to the grand army of Misnar 

Once a year the whole army was reviewed by the Sultan in 
person, and it happened that the disguised magician and his 
troops of horsemen arrived at the army three days before this 
general review The magician rejoiced at this fortunate event 

“ Ibrac,” said he to the officer who commanded his troop, “ for 
tune has now given me an opportumty of revenging the death of 
my sister Ulm This disguise of an officer is not suffiaent I will 
descend to the lowest station, where I shall be less suspected, and 
as the Sultan Misnar passes between the ranks where I am situated, 



UISNAk the SULTAH of INDIA 


247 


I will dncw mj bow, and pierco him to the heart Haying done 
thfj 1 ■hjTT render mjaelf mviiible, and do you, m the general 
consteroation, proclaim Ahnbal the Sultan of India. 

“ Mott powafol maguaan,® answered Ibrac, “ what need it there 
of tint deceit? Since you are able to render yourself mvisiblc, 
why cannot you enter the Sultan a palace unieen, and stab turn to 
the heart?" 

“Faithful Ibrac," anawered the magioan, 'you know not the 
powen which luppoct thia boy4ike urchm. The gemua Baboudi, 
at whose na^ie our race tremblca, la hia guardian, and prerents my 
tpproadi and it u written m the volmnea of fate that no enchant 
ment shall prerail against Mlinar unless he first allow our crafty 
race to decerre him. Otherwise, Ibrac, dost thoo suppose that so 
many of my brethren before whom the mountains tremble and the 
ocean boils, should need to league against a boy ? No Ibrac 
Mitnar were beneath oar rengeance or our art, did not Mahomet 
espouse him, and his mean raasals, the good genii of mank ind ] 
The conquert of this boy, while thus supported, would add strength 
to our cause.* 

Ibrac then famished the Tn«gin«n with the clothing of one of 
he common soldiers and ho was mustered with the rest of the 
troops. 

Early m the morning on wfaidi hCinar was to t c t I cw bis men 
the Sultan arose, and bade his slarei, who waited m the paviliOD, 
call his VHer Horam to him. 

“ Horam,* said the Sultan, “ I suspect the crafty ma gtfTn Hap- 
jmek he is doubtless here disguised m our camp, and if I eipotc 
myself to-day It may be In his power to destroy me, and set the 
crown of India on my brother's head.* 

Let my Sultan, then * said Horam, ** prodarm a reward to him 
who discovers the msgiatn, even to the holding of the second 
place m your empire.* 

“That contrivance would hare little effect," lud the Sultan. 
“ Happude would dude our seardi, and, transfonning hir n sel f mto 
some reptile, escape our vengeance, and then mediute some new 
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device to deceive us No, Horam,” continued Misnar, “ if he be 
really with us, it were folly to let him escape ” 

“ But how iviU my lord discover him amidst three hundred thou- 
sand troops ? ” answered the Vizier “ There is no officer m your 
army who knows the fiftieth part of your soldiers , and where re- 
cruits are daily commg m, to search for a particular person, with- 
out givmg the alarm so that Happuck might escape, would be 
impossible " 

“ In how many ranks,” said the Sultan, " is the array to be dis- 
posed ? ” 

“The plam,” answered the Vizier, “on which they are to be 
reviewed iviU contain three thousand in a row " 

“ Bring me, then, tivo hundred of the most expert archers m my 
army,” said the Sultan, “ and take them from those troops who are 
the farthest from the deserters who lately joined the army " 

The Vizier did as the Sultan commanded, and brought the 
archers before the royal pavilion 

“ Go now, Horam,” said the Sultan, “ and order all the troops 
to be drawn out on the plam ” 

“ They are almost assembled already,” said Horam 
“ Then,” rephed the Sultan, “ take these archers, and place one 
at each extremity of the ranks, an archer on the nght of each rank , 
but, before you station them thus, give them the following orders 
‘Be ready with your bows drawn, and your arrows fixed to the 
bow-stnng, and, whenever the word of command is given for all 
the army to fall prostrate, let your arrows fly at the man who is last 
to obey the word of command.' ” 

The troops bemg all drawn forth in then ranks, and the archers 
disposed accordmg to the Sultan’s orders, Misnar came forth, at- 
tended by his eunuchs. Viziers, Emirs, and guards The loud clanon 
sounded, the notes of the trumpets were heard, and the brazen 
cymbals shook the air 

The magician, who was impatient to perpetrate the maheious 
purposes of his heart, was elated at the warlike sound, and beheld 
the Sultan’s retinue at a distance with such joy as the eagle new* 
the flocks of sheep on the plaus^ of Homah. 
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Tho haTing »mTed it tho famt of in itmy, which he 

ew wai compoKd of hii mort CuthM tnxipi, comminded iflence 

rou^xout tlie plim. 

“My bmve ioldieri," laid he, “altiurogh neither care nor reao- 
luUon haf ber" wanting on your parts to extirpate the re b ellion of 
my provmcei, yet to Allah only bdong Ihe ^oiy and the honour 
of your tuns, wherefore let orden be uuned forth a m o n g 

my troops, iVn* tU do together fall prostrate on the ground before 
the all-ieeing Allah, the Governor of the world and the Duposer of 
kingdoms and crowns.” 

Ai tins Older went forth darouj^ ranks, the soldiers at once 
fell prostrate before Allah, all bnt the magi nan Happcck, who 
was soiprued and astoniabed at the order, and nresolnte what to 
do. tune was given hnn to think , for no sooner were 

bis fdlow-soldiera fidlen prostrate on each side of bun, than the 
snows of the archen pierced hu heart 
The msgirian, <^ing himself overpowered, and that the mes> 
lengen of death had leued him, nuaed hu voice alood, and, with 
wbat litde strength was left, cuised both Allah and His Prophet, 
bnt the stream of hfe Bowed twifdy from hnn, and his enrses grew 
Suiter and fainter tiQ they were lost in death. 

Those who were acquamted with the designs of Happndr, per- 
ceiving that the msgiaan was dead and their plot diKxrvered, 
began to fly, and flnt ibeae estayed to head hu discarded troops 
bnt they, not bemg used to mardi on foot, soon fell mte conflisi^ 
and, the forces of the Saltan sniroanding them, they were qnickly 
de sUoy ed. 

Tho Saltan Misnar mw by the confasmn of hu may in the 
centre, that the dis cover y was made, and sent Horam, with some 
chosen noops, to inquire mto the cause of their disorder. 

The Viner had no sooner snived than he perceiv ed sevetal 
soldiers bnngmg along the body of the magiaan Happnek, which 
appeared undugmsed after d f*th 
“ Bid tho two archcra," laid the Viaer, “ who destroyed the 
monster come forward.” 

When the archen came, Horam applauded their akin and their 
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obedience, and advised them to take the body betiveen them, and 
carry it before the Sultan 

The archers obeyed, and, the ranks openmg as they passed, they 
soon amved at the feet of Misnar 

The Sultan, seeing his enemy thus destroyed, ordered the Uvo 
archers ten purses, containing each one hundred pieces of gold, 
and to every other archer one purse containing one hundred pieces 
of gold To him who brought the head of Ibrac also he gave five 
purses of hke value , and then agam issued his commands that 
the whole army should fall prostrate and adore the mercy of Allah, 
who had so soon deUvered into their hands the chief of their 
enemies 

In the meantime, hvo only of the troops of Ibrac and Happuck 
escaped, and, retummg to Ahubal, they acquamted him with their 
defeat 

Ahubal fled at the news, and hid himself m the mountains, for 
he feared lest his soldiers should betray him, and deliver him up 
to his brother 

But OUomand, the enchanter, who first counselled the Sultan of 
India to secure his throne by spilling the mnocent blood of his 
brother, now resolved to revenge the common cause He there- 
fore directed the steps of Ahubal toward a cave m the mountains, 
where, fatigued with flight and fearful of pursmt, the royal rebel 
arnved m the heat of the day 

The cave was, for the most part, surrounded by steep moun- 
tams, at a great distance firom any track or path, and was situated 
at the entrance of a long valley which led among the mountains 
Ahubal, havmg slept and refireshed himself in the cave, pursued 
his journey through the valley, till he found his path stopped by 
inaccessible rocks, on the top of which he perceived a magnificent 
castle, whose walls reflected the rays of the sun like burnished gold. 

The brother of Misnar fixed his eye for some time on that part 
of the castle which was shaded by the rest, for the firont was too 
dazzling to behold, and, m a few moments, he perceived a small 
wicket open, and a dwarf come forth 

Ahubal soon lost sight of the dwarf behind the rocks , but he 
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roolrcd lo vail there to tee vbether be couU thul an/ p aau g c 
Into the TiUcx 

The dvarfi aXlcr bang hid for aotoc tune, ain^ciicJ again about 
the muMIe the rocks, and bjr his course appeared to doccruJ 
In a spiral path around the oiouoLur^ 

Wlicn the dvarf had reached the bottom he advanced lo Ahubal, 
and, pretenung hira vuh a clue he loM him that, if he ihicv n 
before hir " , and foTIovcd it, the doe would unrai cl luclf arul di>^ 
coicr to him the (ulh which ted up the rocks to the caiUc ol 
OUomand his maitct. 

Ahobal, having beard from Utio and Happuck that OUomarut 
was hu fhend, took the doe out of the hand of the dwaif^ and 
threw !t before him. 

As the doe rolled onward ontd it touched the rocks, \hubal 
discovacd a regular ascent, which wicdin^ round, brought him by 
degrees to the castle on the summit of the mountain. 

The enchanter OUomand received AhubaJ at the entrance of the 
castle, which was guarded by four dragons, and led hua through 
a large court into a spaoous hall, the walls of which vae hned 
with human bones that had been whiieoed in the sun. 

'Farounte of the race of the powerful* said OUomand, ‘*see 
here the bones of those who haie lifted up their arms against thee 
and 1 wUl add to thmr number till this castle be filled.* 

“ Alas,* answered Ahuhal, " Ulm Is no more and the volturcs 
are preying on the Mlals of llappuck I Ten provmccs ha>e dc* 
serted my cause and the cofiers of my army arc exhausted 1 * 

“Happuck,” answaed OUomand, drspUol the assutance ol 
nches and trusted to deceit, and thcrcibfc failed. The provinces 
dared not revolt while the armies of Munar overawed them ; but 
I will rcplcniah thy coffcri, and OUomand wUl tempt the leaden 
of the Sultan s troops to Join the cause of AhubaL In this castle 
ore riches and arms saQicient to cf^ulp all the iolubilants of vVsia, 
and when these are exhausted, we wQl apply to Fharesanen, Hapa 
cuioo, and all the chieftains of our race t and fear not, Ahubal , 
for by my art, I read that Misnar the Sultan shall 0^ before tlie 
face of his enemies. 
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Ahubal was encouraged by the words of Ollomand, and the 
enchanter, having opened his design to the Pnnce, invited him to 
behold the riches of his castle 

Passing through the hall of bones, they descended into a square 
court, much more spacious than the former, m the middle of which 
appeared a deep and dark pit. This court contamed four hundred 
massive gates of brass, and each gate was supported by nme enor- 
mous hinges of the same metal 

As OUomand the enchanter entered this court, with the Pnnce 
Ahubal m his hand, he lifted up his voice, which echoed like thim- 
der amidst the lofty turrets of the castle, and commanded his slaves 
to expose to the sight of Ahubal the treasures of their master 

The Pnnce Ahubal, who had seen no creature but the dwarf 
and the enchanter in the castle, wondered whence the slaves would 
come, but his wonder was shortly turned into fear when he beheld 
a gigantic black, with a club of ebony forty feet in length, anse out 
of the pit which was m the centre of the court 

But his horrors were mcreased when he perceived a succession 
of the same gigantic monsters followmg one another out of the 
pit and advancmg to the four hundred brazen gates, till every gate 
had a slave standing before it 

When Ollomand saw his slaves were all prepared before the 
gates, he bade them strike with their clubs of ebony agamst them 

The black slaves, in obedience to the enchanters orders, lifted 
up then ponderous clubs of ebony, and struck agamst the four 
bundled gates, which jarred so much with the blows of the slaves 
that Ahubal was forced to stop his ears, and was ready to sink mto 
the earth with astonishment and dread. 

As soon as the black slaves of Ollomand had struck the four 
hundred gates of brass, the gates began to move, and the harsh 
creakmg of the hmges sent forth a noise which alone had chilled 
the hearts of all the armies of Misnar, could they have heard them. 

Ahubal then, hftmg up his head, looked around the court, and 
saw the four hundred gates were opened In those to the nght 
were milhons of wedges of gold and silver, piled beneath craggy 
arches of huge nuchiselled atone. Opposite to these he beheld a 


bumlrcU vaulted root*, under whldi were uckx and bagi of the 
gold and lUver coin of nrnnf nalioni. 

Before him anoUicr hurulretl gotca expoacd to hli view the onni 
and woxliko occoutrcmenli of ten thouund notions, and all the 
InstnimcnU of death which the inventive malice of man had ever 
deviled. 

Ahubol, who undentood but little of theio instruments, was 
omoxed at thdr conaUuctloa, and aslccd foe vrhat ^or^set they 
were formed. 

" These,” loid Olloroand, ** are the ams of Europe, a jart of the 
earth lllled with industrious robbers, whose minds are houil/ on 
the stretch to invent new plagues to torment each other Of these 
mortals many are settled on the tea'coosu of our southern pro- 
vlncei, whom 1 shall persuade through the Instigation of that god 
whom they worsiilp, to Join the forces of Ahubal” 

'*IIast Utou, then, mighty enchanter,* answered the Prince 
Ahubol, " the gods of Europe in thy power } * 

*‘The Europeans,^ sold OUomond,** acknowledge one God, who, 
they pretend, doth inhabit the heavens, but whom wt find ^rietl 
In the entrails of tlio earth t gold, 0 Prince, la tlieir god, for 
whose uke they wiU undertake the roost daring emerpnses, ami 
forsake the best of Cnends. To these shalt thou send ]>retenu, 
and future proroUei of wealth , and, by their machinations, fear 
not but Mlsnar shall yield to iby superior addreu.* 

*'What need of the arms or the persons of Europeans,* on 
swered U>o Prince Ahubol, ** while my fHcnd bos an army of such 
gigantic slaves, ten of whom are more than suflkient to destroy 
the puny armies of my brother the Sultan ? " 

'^Alost* sold OKomand, **tho slaves of enchantment cannot 
light against the sons of the Foitliful Phough we deny Mahomet, 
and will not adore him, yet wo cannot control a power that must 
overrule us. Aa MUrtai's trooi*s are in possession of the country, 
we will transport ourselves to Onaa In the disguise of merchants, 
and there endeavour to forward the destruction of Mistur, the 
tamo Sultan of the East* 

As OUomond spoke these words he lumped with hii feet, and 
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a chanot, drawn by four dragons, arose from the pit m the centre 
of the court, which Ahubal and the cnclianter ascended, and were 
conveyed m a dark cloud to the woods behind the city of Oruta. 

When OUomand’s chariot alighted on the ground, he touched 
the dragons with his wand, and they became four camels laden 
with merchandise, and the chanot was converted into an elephant. 
Ahubal became like a merchant, and the enchanter appeared as a 
black slave. 

They entered the town in the evening, and the next morning 
exposed then goods in the market-place 
The bales of Ahubal, the sham merchant, being opened, were 
found to contam chiefly matenals for clothmg the officers of the 
army 

The troops of Misnar, heanng this, were his chief customers , 
and as Ahubal sold his wares very cheap, he soon got acquainted 
with all the officers at Onxa, 

In all his conversations with them, the enchanter had directed 
Ahubal to lament the small salanes which the army were allowed 
this was a subject all agreed m, and soon led to more lucrative oSers, 
if they would embrace the cause of Ahubal The officers, who 
were, for the most part, soldiers for the sake of pay and plunder, 
rather than duty and honour, soon came into the sham merchant’s 
proposal, and in ten days Ahubal found himself in a condition 
to recover the province of Onxa. 

The young Pnnee, fired with his success, was about to discover 
himself, but the enchanter checked his ardour, and besought him 
to consider how mgny more provmces must be gained before he 
could make head against his brother The advice of OUomand 
prevailed with the Pnnee, and they sent some of those officers 
who were strongest m then- interest into the different provmces of 
the south to corrupt the mmds of the commanders 

As there was no want of money and bnbery, so an easier con- 
quest was made over the loyalty of the troops than could have 
been made over their prowess by the sword 

In a few moons all the southern provmces were ripe for a revolt, 
and the troops who were sent to overawe them were most desirous 
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q£ opening the campugn against their Sultan. Two hundred 
French engmeen were also mnted, by large rewards, to Jom the 
anmes of Ahnbtl and the troops were supplied by the vigOance 
of the enchanter Ollomand. 

On a fixed day all the annies of the p r ovin ces were in motion, 
and all nofintwl the standard of Ahnbal , the pronneea were m- 
nted to rebel, and thousand! were daily added to the troopi of the 
Prince. Tulmgi of these alterationB were sent to Delhi by the few 
friends of the ^tan who remained m those parti, and Hoapi the 
Yiner laid before his master the dreadful news of a general revolt 
both of hii troops and provinces m the south. 

‘^The enemies of Mlsnar,* said the Sultan, as the Vlxier Honun 
ended his report, **are many and one only is hii friend 1* 

Horam bowed low at hii master’s words. 

"Faithful Horam,” said the Solta^"! honour and esteem thee; 
but thmlc not I prefer my Vmer to my God no, Horam, Allah 
alone is the friend of Ml mar, a friend more mighty than the 
tmiiei of Ahdbal, or the sorcenes of the enchanters. 

Mlinar then assembled hu troop* and puttmg himeelf at then 
head, he marched by easy stages towards the aoutheni fronden of 
hii dommions. 

The armies of Ahubal contmued to increase, and Cambaya 
acknowledged him for ita Sultan. In a short time he arrived with 
his forces at Narvai and encamped withm seren leagues of the 
army of Mitn«r the Sultan. 

Ollomand the enchanter, notwithstandmg Ahubal had t hr own 
off the diiguise of a merchant, still attended him as a black slave, 
being ahmya about hu penoo, till the freedom winch the Ponce 
allowed inm was resented by the officers of bu army This the 
enchanter perceived and therefore he dearred Ahnbal would grant 
him five thouiand of hu troops, and the Kuropesn engmeets, dut- 
he might advance before the Tn«m army, and g gnaJigi* 
a blow whudi he meditated to give the enemy 

The counsel of Ollomand was never opposed by 
Ponce commanded the troops to attend Ollomand, and be subject 

rmtr^ tiim 
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The enchanter then marched with his selected troops into a 
thick wood, which the army of Misnar must pass through ere they 
could oppose their enemies, and in this wood the engines of 
European war were placed, to command every avenue which had 
been hewn out by the troops of the Sultan, 

Ollomand, marchmg by night, surpnsed all the advanced guards 
of the Sultan, and possessed himself of the wood, where he placed 
the European engineers, before the sun could penetrate through 
the branches of the forest of Narvar 
This enterprise would have rumed all the hopes of the Sultan, 
who proposed to march his army through the next day, if the Euro- 
peans had continued faithful to Ahubal and his party , but one, 
favoured by the darkness of the night, escaped, and betrayed the 
whole design to the Sultan. 

Misnar was no sooner apprised of the enchanter’s contnvance 
than he ordered certam of his troops to climb over the mo un tarns 
to the nght of the wood, and if possible gam the opposite side, and 
there, m several parts, set the wood on fire This was so success- 
fully executed by the soldiers, that, as soon as Ollomand was pos- 
sessed of the wood, he perceived it was on fire, and had made a 
separation between him and the army of Ahubal 

In this distress, the enchanter resolved to dispose of his troops 
and engmeers m the most advantageous manner, proposing m his 
mmd to secure his own retreat by the power of enchantment But 
while the subtle enchanter was directing his engmeers m the rear 
to brmg up the fell engines of war, one of the cannon which was 
left m the wood (the flames havmg obhged those who belonged to 
It to retreat), being made hot by the raging fires among the trees, 
discharged its contents, and a ball staking the enchanter, earned 
with It the head of Ollomand toward the camp of the Sultan. 

This occurrence threw the troops m the wood mto the utmost 
confusion, and many fled to the Sultan’s camp, declanng the loss 
of then leader, and the rest resolved rather to submit than pensh 
by fire or sword. 

The flames of the wood, which rose between the armies of Misnar 
and Ahubal, ^on disturbed the peace of the rebel Prmce. At first. 
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he hoped Olfomand had endowed fats brother's troops, aad 
was coosummg them bjr his fares. Bat ao dupalch amvisg faotn 
his (ricod, Ahubal was failed with Just feats, which were greatly u>* 
creased, as, la a few days, the fate dccrcaung and having opened 
a passage through the wood, he was uifonncd by his spies that the 
artmes of itisiur were approaching. 

The Pnnee Ahubal, hanng lost his friend the enchanter, was 
fearful of the event, and wished to dy but hu generals, being 
rebels, and fcariDg thor CUe if they should be uhen, resold cd to 
conqueror die, so that Ahubal was constrained a^airul hu will to 
put bis army in a stale of defence. 

The Sultan, supposing hu brothert anny would be duheartened 
at the lou of the enchanter, was desnous of pnng them battle 
before they had recovered from thor consicmalioo and therefore 
ted on his troops with great iropctuouiy toward the faonl of the 
rebel army whQe the \ ider Horam, coveted by the mam boily of 
Muon's forces, used his utmost crulcavoun to gam the n^ht 
of the enemy 

And now the adverse elephants made the sandy plains shake 
as they advanced, and from the tuncls on their backs ten thousand 
hostile arrows were discharged. The loud hollow cymUali sounded 
the alarm. The troops of the Sultan advanced with confidence, 
and the rebellious supponers of Ahubal njshcd forward with reso- 
lute despair Innumcrabtc scimitirs blared fearfully over the heads 
of the warlike. The feel of the elephants were stained «iih the 
blood of the slain. But the troops of Munar were Hushed with 
hope, and fear and diinuy wac m the paths of AliubaL The 
Pnnee himself^ In confusion, sounded the retreat , and the bocks 
of his uoopi wCTc already exposed to the darts of the Sultan whek 
the swarthy enchanter Tasnor appeared aloft seated on a rapaaoua 
vulture 

“ Base cowards 1" exclaimed he u he horacd m the air " turn 
again, and fear not while TasrurU your fnend. The Uoops of the 
Sultan arc exhausted and faugued, and you arc flying from those 
who are destined for year prey Arc, then, the nehes of Delhi to 
be so easily resigned, and )ourtedUnu uurches over the dcscru 

17 
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to be foiled by a moment’s fear? Even now is India offered as 
the reward of your toils, and you prefer shame and ignominy to 
glory and honour ! ” 

The troops of Ahubal hearing these words, and being encouraged 
by a sight so wonderful, for a time stood still, irresolute what to do; 
till Tasnar, alighting on the ground, and seizing a javelin, bade the 
brave support and defend the avenger of their w rongs 
The Sultan’s army, finding their enemies retreat, had followed 
them m a tumultuous manner, and were therefore less able to resist 
the enchanter Tasnar and those who supported him And they 
would have expenenced the truth of the enchanter’s assertion, had 
not the Vizier Horam, perceiving their resistance, hastened with a 
few chosen troops to the rescue of his friends 

The battle, though not so general as before, was yet much fiercer, 
and Tasnar and Horam met face to face The Vizier aimed in 
vain his scimitar at the head of the enchanter, and Tasnar found 
a superior arm withhold him when he attempted to demolish the 
faithful Vizier But this prevented not the general slaughter that 
ensued, till night, which recruits the wasted strength of man, 
divided the armies of Misnar and AhubaL 
After the retreat of the bvo contending armies, the Vizier Horam 
attended the Sultan m the royal pavilion, and informed him of the 
descent of the enchanter Tasnar, and his prowess in the field 
“ Alas ' ” answered Misnar, “ it is in vain, O Horam, that the 
sword is uplifted agamst the power of enchantment, so long as 
these magicians are prepared against our attacks we must suqirise 
them, or we cannot prevail Tasnar is joined to my faithless 
brother Ahubal , but there is in ray camp, doubtless, some trusty 
slave, who n'lll penetrate mto the camp of Ahubal, and destroy this 
enchanter while he sleeps m security , and Horam my Vizier must 
find that slave " 

Horam bowed, and went out from the presence of the Sultan in 
great distress of heart “Where," said he to himself, “can the 
mighty find a trusty friend? or what slave will be faithful to that 
master who has robbed him of his liberty ? Better had I perished 
by the hand of Tasnar, than be betrayed through the wickedness 
of my servants I ” 
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Tlio Vizier, doabtAil vbero to apply or vhom to tnut, retomed 
to hit tent , 'wbere he found an old firmnlo slave, who waited to 
deliver a message &om hia serngho, which was kept m a tent ad 
Jounng to hii own. 

Horam, not regarding her presence, threw hinuelf on his sofa, 
and there bemoaned his fate in bong commanded to find a trusty 
slave. 

The female slave, who saw her masteiH tears, cast herself at his 
feet, and called Allah to wimeis that she had always served him 
faithfully, and was ready to soenhee her life lor his pleasure. 

Hoiam was rather more distressed than oUemt^ by her pro- 
testations. “'What art thou?* said he to her slcmly — “a poor 
decrepit woman! and canst thoa go forth and combat the enchant 
menti of Tasnar the enemy of thy master’s peace?'* 

“The locust and the worm,* the female slave, "are the 
instnrmenti of Allah s vengeance on the mighty ones of the earth, 
and Mahomet can nuke even my weakness subsement to the 
cause of my lord* 

"And bow wilt thou prevail a^pinit Ahnbol the Pnnee and 
Tasnar the magi dan? sold Horam, careless of what he spoke. 

"Iwin go," answered she, "into the camp of Ahubol, and engage 
to poison my master the 'Vizier, and Misuar the lord of our lives, 
as I stand bdore them to minister onto them the pleasing drought 
And while Tasnar is intently hearing my proposals, the steel of 
death shall suddenly search out the vOe endunter's heart* 

' Bat knowest thou not,* said Honim, " that death will be the 
consequence of this cash deed?* 

"My lord," answered the slav^ "I was, when yoang, bred ap 
in the caves of Denraddin and was taught by asage to know what 
should happen to me In fdture tunes j and the sage read m the 
stars of heaven, that by my means should the Sultan of India be 
delivered from the enemy that Of^essed him. " 

The 'Vixier rejoiced at the assurances of his female slave, and 
bade her immedutely prepare herself to appear before the Sultan. 

The slave, having put on her ve3 followed the Yincr Horam, 
and was introduced to the tent of Misnac. 
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“What I” said the Sultan, as he saw bis Vizier enter with the 
female slave, “what new kmd of warrior has Horara brought 
me?” 

“ Light of mine eyes 1” answered the Vizier, “ behold a woman 
who IS desirous of executing thy commands. This slave assures 
me that the sages of the caves of Denraddin have read m the 
stars of heaven that by her means the Sultan of India should be 
dehvered from the enemy that oppressed him.” 

“Then,” said the Sultan, “let her go, and may the Prophet of 
the Faithful guide her footsteps in safety and security! I am 
assured that Horam would not consent to an entorpnse that was 
foolish and weak; and to his direction I leave the fate of this 
trusty female." 

The slave then fell prostrate, and besought the Sultan to give 
her some of his ^v^tlngs and mandates, that she might pretend she 
had stolen them from his tent, with a design to carry and lay them 
at the feet of Tasnar and Ahubal 

The Sultan approved of her scheme, and ordered several man- 
dates to be wntten and signed relative to the motions of his army 
the next day, which were quite contrary to the real disposition he 
intended to give out 

The female slave being furmshed with these, and being con- 
ducted by the Vizier to the outskirts of the Sultan’s army, walked 
forward till she was challenged by the sentinels of Ahubal, who 
seized upon and carried her to their commander 

The commander, fearful of deceit, first satisfied himself that she 
was really a female slave, and then asked her what brought her 
alone out of the camp of the Sultan. 

“Brmg me,” said she, “before your Prmce, for I have thmgs 
to deliver up to him that will be of service to his army ” 

The commander then sent her with the guard to the pavihon of 
Ahubal, where that Prmce and the enchanter Tasnar were con- 
sultmg m private together 

As soon as the female slave had gained admittance, she fell 
prostrate at the feet of Ahubal, which Tasnar observing, com* 
manded the guards to seize her. 
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**Lct Of fee,” said the enchanter, **whAt semes this ikre can do 
os, bdbre the u tmsted to near onr persons.* 

The female slave, bemg seenred bj the guards, was doubtful 
iow to behave. 

Have you, base slave,” said the enchanter, ** aught to reveal to 
us ? or ore you sent as a spy to betray the counsels of the brave ? * 

** I have,” said the female slave (somewhat recovered from her 
surprise), “p^>er3 and mandates of great consequence, which I 
have stolen from the tent of the Sultan, and I bring them to the 
Fnnce Ahubal, the lord of all the hearts of the Indian empire.” 

She then produced her mandates, and the guards laid ^em at 
the feet of Ahubal, 

The Pnnee Ahubal, having read the papers, gave them to 
Tasnar saymg, “ These are mdeed valnable acquisitions, and the 
female slave that brought them u worthy of high honour and 
*ewaid. 

The slave, hearing this encomnnn, bowed down her head , for 
the guards who held her prevented her failing prostrate;. 

"Mighty son of Daboloombar* said the enchanter, "let the 
guards cany her forth, till we consult what reward she shall re- 
ceive.* 

As soon as the female slave was carried out, " My Prince,* said 
Tasnar rt is indeed politic to give rewards to those who serve us 
and therefore it is sometimes necessary to do it, that the nlly buds 
may be the more mrelj entangled m the mares of State, but when 
we can better serve our ends by their destruction than by their 
safety it is but just that we should do so. This slave has already 
nsked her life for our semce, and thor^rc she will no doubt bo 
ready to lay it down if we require iL" 

As the enchanter said this, he called one of the guards, end 
commanded him to bring in the female slave and the bow-stnng. 

The slave approached sdll held by the guards. 

« Kmd slave," said the enchanter “ you have already served us 
much there is one thing more that we require : let the slaves £t 
the bow-ftnug to thy neck, and let thy last breath be sent forth is 
praise of thy lord AhuboL* 
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The slaves of Aliubal then put upon the wetched female the 
deadly bow-stnng, and strangled her instantly , after which they 
retired, leaving her dead body on the floor of the tent 

“ What hast thou done, O Tasnar? ” said Ahubal, astonished at 
the deed. 

“ I suspect,” said the enchanter, “ that this female was sent on 
a vile errand , and see, here,” continued he, searching her garments, 
“ IS the weapon of death > " 

So saying, he drew a dagger from her bosom, which she ban 
concealed with a design of stabbing the enchanter 

“Prudent Tasnar,” said tlie Prince, “I admire thy foresight, 
but of what use is this murdered slave now to us ? ” 

“The disguise of this slave,” answered tlie enchanter, “will 
mtroduce me into the camp of the Sultan, and, I hope, will give 
me an opportunity of reaching his heart with that steel which he 
designed for mme But no time must be lost the morning will, 
ere long, disclose its grey light in the east ” 

Thus It IS that deceit often leads into danger, and recoils upon 
itselh 

The enchanter then put on the garments of the murdered female 
slave, and stroking his face, it became hke hers, so that Ahubal 
could scarcely believe but the slave was revived He also cut off 
the head of the female slave, and, anointing it with a white oint- 
ment, It resembled his own Thus equipped, the commander of 
the advanced guard conducted him to the foremost sentinels of 
the rebel army The disguised enchanter soon reached the camp 
of the Sultan , and the sentinels, imagining it was the same female 
slave whom Horam had led through them ranks m the former part 
of the night, suffered him to pass unexamined 

In a short time he reached the royal pavilion, and demanded 
admittance The Vizier Horam, who was there in waiting, heard, 
as he supposed, the voice of his female slave, and went out to 
bnng her before the Sultan 

“ My slave,” said Horam, as he saw the disguised enchanter, 
“hast thou succeeded? and is Tasnar, the foe of the Faithful, 
dead?” ' 
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“Bnngme before the Sultan,* caid the pretended ilare, ”that 
toy lord maf fint behold the head of hu foe.** 

The Vmer then led the disguucd enchanter into the pavilion, 
where the Sultan Misnar being warned of her coming, was leated 
on hu throne. 

A* the enchanter approached, ho hdd a dagger in one hand 
which waj covered by a long ilcevc, and m the other he bore the 
fictitious head- And now the pretended female was about to 
ascend the steps of the throne, when the Viocr commanded her 
first to fall prostrate before the Sultan. 

The shim slave did os she waa ordered, and the Vliier, sectng 
her prostrate, fell upon her, and slew her with his sabre. 

“\Vhat host thou done, wretched Viaer?" said the Soltui. 
*^Has envy thus rashly stirred thee tip against my fiuthiul slave, 
that 

The Soltm would probably have continoed hu invective against 
hu Vlxier much longer, had he not beheld the corpse of the dead 
enchanter change tts appearance, and found that Horom, by the 
endden destructioo of Tosnar had bot jut preserved hu own life. 

At the sight of thu tranafonnatioD, hOsnar descended from hu 
throne, and dosely embraced bis Vuier Horam. 

"O Horam, forgive my nnpctoous temper I* sold the Sultan 
"bow have 1 blamed my friend for domg that which alone could 
have saved my life I But by what means did my failbfol Ylzier 
become acquainted with the di^ise of tins wicked enchanter or 
how did he discover himself to thy watchful eye ? 

" Lord of my heart, answered Horara " when I Camed my poor 
female sla\e through the camp (whose death we have unhappily 
caused by our fraud) I bade her when she returned and saw me, 
first repeat these words in my ear Allah is Lord of heaven, Ma 
hornet 11 Hii Prophet, and Jltsnar is His vicegerent upon earth. 
And this precaution I took fearful less Tasnar, discovering our de* 
sign should invent this method of revenge. ^Vhcreforc, when the 
pretended slave was brought before me, and she repeated not the 
words that I had taught her, X was assured that it was the enchanter 
in ^i i gm s e, and wailed till, by prostrating htnwlf before my lord, 
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he gave me an opportunity of destroying the life of the chief of 
thine enemies.” 

The Sultan of India again embraced his faithful Viztcr, and as 
soon as the eye of morn was opened in the east, the armies of 
Ahubal beheld the enchanter Tasnar's head fi\ed on a pole in the 
front of the Sultan’s army 

The Pnnee Ahubal, rising with the earliest dawn of the mommg, 
went forward to the front of his troops, and there, at a small dis- 
tance, saw the hideous features of the enchanter Tasnar already 
blackening in the sun Fear immediately took possession of his 
soul , and he ran, with tears in his eyes, and hid himself, till the 
sun went dovm, in his pavilion 

The Vizier Horam, perceiving the approach of the sun, would 
have led on the Sultan’s troops to a second attack , but Misnar 
commanded him to forbear, that Ins army might rest one day after 
their fatigues, 

The great distress of the enchanters, and their unexpected deaths, 
alarmed the rest of that wicked race, and Ahaback and Desra, see- 
ing that no one enchanter had succeeded against the Sultan, resolved 
to join their forces , and while one led a powerful army to Ahubal's 
assistance from the east, the other raised the storms of war and 
rebellion on the western confines of the Sultan’s empire 

In the meantime, the tivo armies of the Sultan and Ahubal con- 
tmued inactive, till an express amved that Ahaback was leading 
the strength of nine thousand squadrons against their Sultan, and 
that Desra was travelling over the plains of Embracan, with three 
thousand elephants and a hundred tliousand troops from the western 
provinces 

The Sultan instantly resolved to attack Ahubal before these 
succours could arrive , but the Vuier Horam fell at his feet, and 
besought him not to hazard his army, but rather to recruit and 
strengthen it 

This advice, though quite contrary to the opmion of Misnar, was 
yet so strongly urged by the Vizier, that the Sultan gave up his 
better judgment to the opinion of Horam , and, when every one 
expected to be called forth to action, the Vizier gave orders in the 
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camp for recnnti to ht looght after, and went himtelf to the north 
of Delhi to raise a second army for bis master's service. 

The troops of Ahubal, finding themselvei free from the attacks 
of the Saltan s army, cndcaTonrcd to comfort then Prince, who was 
grieved and deject^ at the loss of his friends , and the provinces 
of the soath, to dissipate his gloom, besought him to permit them 
to raise a pavflion worthy of bis dignity, as heretofore he contented 
hmwJf with Boch as hii generals made use o£ 

The Pnnee Ahnbal, who by natnre was not formed for wax or 
contest, bat only stuxed op by the cnchanteis to be thar tool 
agamst the Saltan his brother, was easily persuaded to accept of 
the ofieii of hii troops, and a bandied cunoas artisans were set to 
work to contrive and erect a somptaoai pavilion for the nse of the 
Pnnee. 

To these workmen, all the provinces who acknowledged the 
anthonty of Ahnbal sent d i a m o n ds and jewels, and nch fflV y, and 
all the costly nuUenals of the world, to finish thu splendid ^vihon 
which they parposed to raise for then Pnnee. 

While the sumptuous tent was raising, the squadrons of Ahaback 
drew nearer and nearer and the elephants of Dears were withm 
thirty days of the camp of Ahobah 

The Vlner Hoorn, having retamed with his reinfoTccmenti, 
waited on the Saltan, and besooght hnn to trust the management 
of his army to him for forty dayi. 

** Horam,'' said the Saltan, ** 1 have inch cotfidence m thy 
and loyalty that I grant thy reqaest. 

The Vincr having obtamed hia end, sent a me«Dger to Aha- 
bil, and denred a fortydays* trace between the armipf ^ to which 
the Pnnee readily agreed. In a few hours the trace was proclaimed 
m the Sultan s camp and when Misnar hoped Hint his Vincr would 
have attacked the rebel army with a force more than double thar 
number, he heard the trumpets sound a truce m the tenta 

Sach a behaviour, so contrary to reason, alarmed the Sultan, 
and he sent for the Ylner Horam, and demanded his reasons for 
a truce with his enemies. 

“ My lord,' answered Horam, ** I have heaid that the aootheip 
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provinces are erecting a pavilion for your rebel brotlier Ahubal, 
which m splendour and magnificence is to surpass all the gloncs 
of thy palace at Delhi , and bcmg convinced that thy subjects are 
led more by show and appearance than by duty and honour, I 
feared that Ahubal’s glonous pavilion might draw the neighbounng 
cities into his encampment, and thereby strengthen his army, and 
weaken the resources of my Pnnce For this reason I besought 
my lord to give me the command of his army for forty days, in 
which time I propose to build thee such a pavilion as shall far out- 
shine m splendour every glory upon earth 

“ Horam,” answered the Sultan, “I have put all things into thme 
hands , but let me beseech thee to be careful of thy master " 

The Vizier Horam, leaving the Sultan, sent to Delhi for work- 
men and artificers , and, ordermg a large spot to be enclosed, that 
none might behold his pavilion UH it was completed, he proceeded 
with the work with great care and assiduity 
While these works of peace, rather than of war, were carrying on 
m the bvo armies of Misnar and Ahubal, the remforcements of 
Ahaback and Desra arrived , and the captains m the Sultan's army, 
hearing of the great addition which was made to the rebel array, 
while the Vizier was spending his time with his cunous workmen, 
petitioned the Sultan that one might be put over them who loved 
war rather than the amusements of females and children 

The Sultan, who thought, mth his captains, that Horam was 
rather betraymg than forwarding his cause, commanded the Vizicl 
to be brought before him, and, in the presence of the captains 
asked him why he delayed to lead his troops agamst the rebel 
army 

The Vizier Horam made no answer to the Sultan’s question, but 
desired his lord to brmg the captams towards the pavilion which 
he had erected 

As soon as the Sultan appeared before the enclosure, several 
slaves behmd were employed to remove it, so that m an mstant 
Misnar and his captams beheld the most magnificent spectacle that 
art could achieve 

The sight of the pavilion was higlily acceptable to the army of 
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the Saltan, bat the captalni Juitly condemned a performance which 
had, withoQt canse, wasted the greatest part of the coffers of India. 

The pavilion was ctoated at one extremity of the Sultan s anny, 
at a gnall distance &om a rocky moimtam, and tniroanded by a 
grove of palm-trees, part of which had beoi cat down by theYlner’s 
order, to admi t the air and light among the rest It was composed 
of ennuon vdvet, embroidered round with flowers and festoons of 
sHver and gold , and in the body was worked, m golden tissoe, the 
dwitha of ^e enchanters XJlm, Ht^ipuck, Ohomand, and Tasnar 

The pavilion stood upon a carpet or cloth of gold, and within 
was supported by fbar massy pfllan of bornished gold the cefling 
of the canopy within wai studded with jewels and diamonds, and 
under it were placed two sofu of the richest workmanship. 

The Soltan, though much averse to inch pageantry was yet per 
tuaded by his Vlaer to sleep in hit new pavilion, and theglonooi 
appearance which it made brought tbotuandi to view the magmft’ 
cent abode of their Sultan. 

The account of this splendid tent soon reached AhuboTi army, 
and every one extolled the s^onoos pavilion so that Ahnbal s tent 
seemed os nothing m comparison with the Sultan s. 

Ahaback and Desra, who were m the Prince’s pavilion, heanng 
the account, resolved to go mncbly and examine It , and leaving 
the Fnnce, and puttmg each a nog on his Angers, they passed 
the sentinels and watches of both armies. 

But if the si^t of the pavihon filled them with tnahee and envy 
the butones of their brethren a deaths m creased that and 

urged them to reveuge. They retained hastily to Ahubali pavilion, 
and related to him what they had seem 

AhubaFs heart rankled at then account, and his visage fcD, to 
hear how much hia brother had outdone him In magnificence. 

“ Get me a tent more splendid than the Saltan s,® said he to the 
enchanters, or disband your armies, and leave me to my fate." 

"My Prmcc,® answered Ahaback, "let not such a tnfle discom- 
pose you. It IS true, we could m a moment erect a pavilion more 
magnificent than the Saltan’s y but h will be more gh^rious to dis- 
possess him 01 that which be has boilt, and to set my Fnnce upon 
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the throne of his father for which purpose let the trumpet sound 
on the morrow, — the truce is at an end, and if it were not, v/e mean 
not to keep faith with an usurper, — and ere the Sultan be prepared, 
let us fall upon him. Who knows but we may sleep to-morrow 
night m this pavilion which now causes uneasiness?'^ 

The counsel of Aliaback pleased both Desra and Ahubal ; and 
they gave orders for the troops to march m Uie morning, and attack 
the army of the Sultan. 

The forces of Misnar were sleeping in their tents when the alarm 
was spread that the enemy was upon them. The Vizier Horani 
arose in haste, and put himself at the head of the army, but, in 
stead of leading them towards their enemies, he fled off to the 
nght with the choicest of the troops, and taking possession of a 
pass m the mountains behmd the pavilion, sent a messenger to 
mform the Sultan that he had secured him a retreat, in case the 
armies of Ahubal should conquer 

The Sultan, bemg at the extremity of his army, knew not of the 
confused attack till it was too late to redeem his lost opportunity 
He collected his scattered troops, and led them towards the enemy, 
at the same tune sending a message to Horam to leave the moun- 
tams and support him. 

The captains and officers that followed Misnar behaved wth 
great resolution and intrepidity, and the Sultan exposed himself 
frequently to the darts and missile weapons of his enemies, till, 
overpowered by numbers, and his own troops on all sides givmg 
way, through the confusion which prevailed, he was forced to make 
to the mountams, where his Vizier still continued, though he had 
received the Sultan's commands to the contrary. 

The troops of Ahubal pursued the Sultan’s scattered forces to 
the mountams, where the Vizier’s troops opened to receive their 
friends, and then opposed the rebels, who were faint with the 
fatigues of the day 

•After a great slaughter, the rebels were forced to give over, and, 
returning to the encampment of the Sultan, they loaded themselves 
with the spoils of their enemies 

Ahaback and Desra were greatly elated at their success, and 
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Ahnbal m one fotmd hmuelf master of India, Us brother 
defeated, and his gaudy pavihoa wrested from him. 

Ahnbal beheld with surprise the magnificence of the paTSion, 
and seeing the mvidioos workmanship on the ontside, where the 
deaths of his former thends were displayed ** Ahaback and Detra," 
said the Pnnce, " it is but just that yoo should revenge younclvcs 
on my proud brother. For my port, I never can inhabit a pavQion 
which was meant as a tnumph over my Ihends , but yooWy justly 
up your abode here, that the nations may at once learn, when 
they see yon m this panhon, the former misfortnnes of ) our brethren, 
and yonr present well-deserved success : wherefore, to-night, my 
fnc nd t, np your residence here, as this place is most worthy 
to hold you, and to-morrow I will order my workmen to remove 
the pavihon next roy own." 

'liie eacfaanten were pleased at the speech of Ahubol, and the 
banquet was prepared for the conqueron m the gay pavilion of the 
unfortoiute Sultan, while he remained among the mountains, want 
log even the necessaries of life for himself and bis army 

Bat the Saltan i misfortunes did not make him forget the came 
of them. He called a councO of his captains, and commanded 
the Vincr Horam to be brought before them. The Vlxier was 
condemned by every voice, and Misnar, with lean In his eyes, 
pronounced the sentence of death against him. 

^To-monow” said the Saltan, 'must the ill-fated Horam be 
numbered with the dead." 

Horam heard the sentence without emoboo. “My life, 
he, “ u m the hand of my lord, and be Is welcome to the blood of 
his slave. 

The Viiier was then ordered Into the custody of a hundred men, 
and a captam was appomted to guard him until morning. 

The unfortunate Sultan then retired to rest m on obsoire tent, 
Of rather not to rest, but to an uksome contemplation. 

“ My kingdom," said he, “ is passed from me, and, worse 
my kingdom, my fhend, my dearly beloved Horam, bos proved a 
traitor to his master." 

As the Sultan was filled with these meditations, his guards gave 




THE ENCHANTERS^ OR, 


270 


hun notice that the captain who was set over the Vizier had brought 
Horam to communicate an affair of moment to him. 

“Is there deceit in Horam,” said the Sulmn, “ that he cometh 
like a thief m the night? If Horam is false, farewell my life. Let 
him that destroyed my kingdom complete his ingratitude b> finish- 
ing my fate ” 

The captain then entered the tent of his Sultan with Horam in 
chains. 

“Life of my life, and master of my thoughts," said the Vizier, 
“ere I die, I am constrained to show' thee among these mountains 
far greater nehes than arc in thy palace at Delhi, or in the tents of 
thine enemies — nclies that will restore thy aflairs, and turn thy 
tears into showers of joy ” 

“ Are you not satisfied,” said Misnar, “ 0 ill-fated Horam, that 
you come to deceive me with new illusions? Where is my king- 
dom? where my royalty? where ray army? By thy fatal counsels 
destroyed, overwhelmed, confounded ! Now, then, lead the way, 
and let me see these cunous treasures which are to recompense the 
loss of all my hopes " 

The captam then led Horam out of the tent, and the Sultan 
followed 

The Vizier, being m chains, moved but slowly, and the captain 
of the guard, dismissing his men, drew his sabre, and held it naked 
over the head of the Vizier The darkness of the night prevented 
the Sultan from seeing whither he was earned by his Vizier 

They passed over vanous rocks, and were obliged to w-ade 
through some small brooks or nvulets which fell from the tops of the 
raountams, till at length they arnved at a spacious cavern, which 
was formed by bvo pendent rocks 

Here the Vizier entered, and, lifting up his chains, knocked 
against a small door at the extremity of the cavern In a moment it 
opened, and four slaves came forward with flambeaux in tneir hands 

The slaves, seeing their master and the Sultan, fell prostrate, 
and Horam inquured whether all was safe 

“ Yes, my lord,” answered the slaves “ We have not been dis- 
turbed since my lord first brought us to tins gloomy cavern.” 
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“Where ii Camnl?" *aJd theVmer 

** He watchcf,” replied the sIatcs, '*with the axe in hu hand." 

“ What boor of the night u it?* said Horam to hu slares. 

** The third watch of the mgbt is past^* answered the slave*. 

“Then enter, my Saltan,* said Horam, “and see thme cncmic* 
pensh from before thee.* 

“ What enemies ? and what mysterious place is this ? * said the 
Sultan. “ \Vbo u Camal ? and what axe doth he bear m hu hand ? 
I^esd me, Horam, not mto danger and remember that the sabre 
of my captam hangeth over thy head.* 

The Sultan then entered m at the little door, and followed the 
Vizier and hu guard, and the four slaves with in their 

hands. 

In thu manner hflsnsr passed through a long passage hewn out 
of the solid rock, till he beheld, at a dutaoce, a man seated on a 
stone with on axe m hu band, and nine lamps burning before hjm, 

As they drew near, the man fell proitnte before them , and the 
Visier aLm falling prostrate desired MIsnsr to take the axe out of 
the hand of Carnal hu slave. 

“IVhat wonderful axe u thu^* said the Sultan, “that is thoj 
preserved In the bowels of the earth?* 

The Sultan took the axe, and Carnal the slave removing the 
stone on which be sat, there appeared a strong rope underneath, 
one end of whudi passed through the rocks, and the other vaj 
fastened to an enoimoos nng of iron. 

“Strike, royal master,* said Horam, "and icrer that rope from 
the nng of iron." 

The Sultan did as Horara desired, and struck the rope with Ms 
axe, and divided it from the ring. 

The rop^ being releaied, flew with great swiftness through the 
hole in the rock, and hfimar waited some bme to see what might 
be the consequence of cutting it awnder, but nothing appearmg, 
he said to hu Vizier, 

“ ^Vhere are the nehes, Horam, which I left my bed to view? 
Is this like the rest of your promises ? and am I brought here to be 
again deceived ? " 
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"Royal master," answered Horam, “let me die the death of a 
rebel I have nothing more to discover pardon my follies, and 
avenge thine own losses by the sword of justice," 

“What!" said the Sultan, enraged, “hast thou brought me 
through the dangerous passes of the mountains by night only to 
cut a rope asunder? And was I called forth to see only a passage- 
made m the rocks, and the slaves of Horam ^is ill employed as 
their master lately has been? Lead me, Milam!" continued he, 
“back to my tent, and expect with the rising of the- sun the fate 
you have so amply merited ” 

Thus saying, the Sultan returned, and the captain of the guard 
led Horam back m chains to his place of contiiiemenL 

In tne morning, the army of the Sultan Misnar, which had escaped 
to the mountains, were all drawn out, the cjmbals sounded, and 
a gibbet forty feet high was erected m their front, to which the 
captain of the guard led the unfortunate Vizier Horam 

At the sound of the cymbals the Sultan came from his tent, and 
gave orders that Horam should be conducted to his fate 
The Vmer, unmoved at his doom, surrendered himself to the 
officer who was to execute the Sultan’s sentence , and the ignomi- 
nious rope was put about his neck, when a messenger, attended 
by several sentmels, came running into the camp 

The messenger hastened to the Sultan, and thus delivered his 
message “ Ahaback and Desra, the wicked enchanters who have 
upholden thy rebellious brother, are dead , the army of Ahubal is 
m the utmost consternation , and the friends of the Sultan wish to 
see thee hunting thme enemies, as the hon hunts the wild asses m 
the forest” 

This messengei was succeeded by several of the Sultan's spies, 
who confirmed the account 

Misnar then put himself at the head of his troops, ordered Horam 
back to his former confinement, and hastened to fall upon the forces 
of the rebels 

Early the same mommg, Ahubal was awakened by his guards, 
who, with countenances of woe, declared to him the death of lus 
fiiends Ahaback and Desra, 
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“Are my fncndi dead?" md Ahubtl, trembling j “by what 
misfortune am I bcreaTcd of them? What new device has Mlsnar 
prictiied ■gnrort them? Are not these wise and sage migioans, 
then, a match for a boy’s prudence? Alasl what can / effect 
against them, when these MI away before his victorious arm ? " 
“Prince," inswered the guards, “we have too late discovered 
the wilei of our enemies. Over the magnificent pavilion of the 
Sultan, which Horam built for hu master the ar^ Viaier had 
concealed a ponderous stone, which covered the whole pavihon. 
This, by some secret means, he contrived in the night to release 
horn Ita confinement, while Aha bant and Desia were sleepmg on 
the bo£u beneath it , and ere day began to nae, their gnards were 
soipnsed by the Ml, and ran to release their masters fiom the stone, 
but, alas ! their bodies were crushed to atoms, and still remain 
buried under the pavihon, as fifty of the strongest of thy troops 
were noabls to remove the stone firom the ground." 

At these words the countenance and the heart of Ahubal 
and ere he could recover word was brought him that the Sultans 
troops were in the midst of hts army and that none dared stand 
■gainst them unless be approached to encourage them. 

Ahubal was so orerwhelmed with fear and gnel^ iKji, instead of 
leading his troops, he prepared himself for flight and Misnar 
pmim ng his good fortune, was m a few hours m potseanon, not 
only of hiB own tents, but also of those of the enemy 

Having gamed a complete victoiy, and sent part of his troops 
after those that were fled, the Sultan commanded his Vmer to bo 
brought before him and, m the tight of his army him what 

ment he could challenge m the luccets of that day 

The contuvances of thy slave had been useless,” Horam replied, 
“ if a lets than my Sultan had afterwards led his troops to the 
Therefore thme only be the glory and the honour of the day, but 
my lord must know that some time imeo we were inform^ that 
the enchanters A ha hark and Desta were preparing to uphold thy 
rebellious brother and well I knew that prudence, and not force, 
must prevail against them. I therefore besought my lord to grant 
me the chief command for forty days, and neglected to take luph 
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advantages over AhubaVs troops as the captains of thy armies 
advised 

“This I did, knowing that any victory would be vain and fruit- 
less, if the enchanters were not involved m the rum , and that, 
while they were safe, a second army would spring up as soon as 
the first was destroyed For these reasons, I endeavoured to 
strengthen my Sultan’s army, that when the reinforcements of 
Ahaback and Desra should arnve, their numbers might not prevail 
agamst us 

“ In the meantime, the sumptuous pavilion which was built for 
Ahubal inspired me with a device, which I hoped would put the 
enchanters in my power 

“ Studious that no one might interrupt or betray my designs, I 
enclosed a place near the mountains, surrounded wth trees, where 
I began to build a pavilion, which I gave out was erected m honour 
of my lord the Sultan within this pavilion I concealed a massy 
stone, which was sawn out of the solid rock, and which, by the 
help of several engines, was hung upon four pillars of gold, and 
covered the whole pavilion The rope which upheld this massy 
stone passed through one of the golden pillars into the earth be- 
neath, and, by a secret channel cut m the rock, was carried onward 
through the side o^ the mountain, and was fastened to a nng of 
non m a cave hollowed out of the rock on the opposite side 

“By the time the enchanters were arrived in the camp of Ahubal, 
the pavilion was finished , and although I had secret advice that 
my Sultan’s troops were to be attacked on the morrow, yet I chose 
to conceal that kno v ’edge, and so to dispose of the army that the 
chief part might fly vuh me behind the mountains which hung over 
the pavilion, and tha l the rest, having no conductor, might be put 
to flight with as little slaughter as possible This I did, expecting 
that Ahaback and Desra, puffed up with their good fortune, would 
take possession of my Sultan’s pavilion ” 

“Rise, faithful Horam," said the Sultan Misnar, “your plot is 
sufiiciently unravelled , but why did you hide your mtentions from 
your lord ? ” 

'Lord of my hfe,” an'iwered the Vizier, “because I was resolved, 
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in cue my plot did not gacceed, to bear the burden my»el^ that 
my Saltan s honour might not be ieacncd m the cyct of hii troop*." 

Thu noble confession of the Vlxier pleased the whole army, 
and they waited with the utmost unpatienco to hear hu pardon 
pronounced. 

Ibe Sultan then embraced hlsyizicr,and the shouts of the army 
were, — “ Long hve XTitnar the lord of oar hearts, and Horom the 
hist and the most faithful of hu slaves 1 ” 

The army of Ahubal sull conUnned to fly after their Fnnce, 
whose fear did not suffer him to direct those who came up to him. 

And DOW, in a few days, the army would have been totally di*> 
peised, had not the giant Kifn, enraged at the death of hu brethren, 
and travdling in hu fiiiy, appeared before the eyes of the tern fled 
Pnnce and hi* troops, in a narrow pau among the rochs. 

The presence of Ki£n was not temiying than the noise of 
the portoers, and Ahnbal, at the sight of the monster, fell with 
hu to the groond. 

•Who art thou,” said Kifli, with the voice of thnnder, that 
fli«^ lihe the roebuck, and trembl^t hie the heart-etncicn ante- 
lope?" 

** Pnnce of earth," said Ahubal, ** 1 am the fncnd of Uhn, of 
Happnci, of Ollomind, of Tasnax of Ahabock and of Desra. 1 
am he who, through the power of the enchanters, hare cnnti-nHi^ 
for the throne of India." 

“ Wretched, then are they that league with thee, answered the 
giant Kifn, ' thou son of fear, thou wretch unworthy of such sup- 
port 1 Was it for thee, base coward, that OUomand poured forth 
hu unnumbered stores? that the plams of India were dyed with 
the blood of Desra, the mutreas of our race ? ” 

As Kifli spake thus, hu broad eyeballs glowed like the red orb 
of day when covered with dark fleeting clouds, and from hu nostril i 
usued forth the tempest and the flam^ 

In an instant be seixed on the fear-ahaken Ahubal, as the eagle 
shuts within her bloody talons the body of the affiighted trembling 
bare , and, liAmg him high m the air he dashed the wretched 
Fnnce sgamst the rugged free of the mnuatain^ The blood of 
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Ahubal ran down from the mountain's side, and his mangled limbs, 
crushed by the fall, hung quivenng on the pomted rocks 

The death of Ahubal lessened not the fury of Kifn, but all that 
followed the unhappy Prmce expenenced his rage, till, glutted with 
blood, and tired of his revenge, the monstrous giant sank to rest, 
and stretched out his limbs upon the tops of the mountams 
But the sleep of Kifri was cumbrous as his body In the visions 
of the night came Ulin before him, and tlie ghost of the murdered 
Happuck was in the eye of his fancy 

“ Enemy of our race,” said they, “ where is he who was to re- 
deem our glory and to revenge our blood ? Where is Ahubal, of 
whom the dark sa5ring went forth, that none but our race could 
overpower him ? The dark saying is now interpreted by thy shame- 
ful deed, and the powers of enchantment are at an end ' ” 

The giant, disturbed at his visions, started up the moon rode 
high above the mountams, and the trees of the forest looked broad 
with the shades of night He cast his black eyes to the south, and 
saw the storm rolhng forth in clouds the tempest gathered around 
him, and poured its fury against him 
The giant bent his body towards a huge rock, whereon he had 
slept, and strainmg his tough smews, tore up the mighty fragment 
from the ground. The earth felt the shock, and its dark entrails 
trembled , but Kifri, undismayed, threw the wild rum to the clouds 
The labourmg mountam returned quickly on the rebelhous head 
of the giant, crushmg him beneath its ponderous mass, and finished, 
by Its descent, the life and the presumption of Elifii. 

The mtelligence of Kifii's death was brought to the Sultan by 
one of the followers of Ahubal, who, at the first approach of the 
giant, had run from his presence, and hid himself m a cave m the 
rocks 

“Horam,” said the Sultan, “our enemies are no more, seven 
are destroyed, and one weak woman alone remains But smce 
Kifh, the terror of Asia, has fallen a sacrifice to the cause of Ahu- 
bal, and smce the rebel is himself destroyed, what has Misnar more 
to fear? However, let our army be yet mcreased let trusty 
nabobs be sent mto every provmce, and no thin g omitted which 
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day prcsenre the peace of my empiTe it u the part of prudence 
to watch most where there u the least appearance of dangec.” 

The Vmer Horam obeyed hn master’s command^ and Misnar, 
having regulated his army returned m triumph to Delhi 

The Sultan, having restored peace to his kingdoms, began to ad- 
minister impartu] justice to his subjects, and, although the £uth 
of Horam had oitsa been tried, yet Misnar chose not to rely alto- 
gether on any but himself. 

' Vuzer,” said the Sultan, as Horaa was standing before him, 
are my people happy ? — it is for them 1 rule, and not for myself, 
and though X delay not to punish the hcendous and rebellious, yet 
shall I ever itody to gain the hearts of my obedient subjects. A 
Other's &own may restrain his chQdrcn, but his fm3e can only 
bless them. Dost not thou remember; Horam, the story of Mahocd 
the son of the jeweller ? And how am I sure but even now private 
malice may be wreakbg ai great cruelty npon some innocent per 
son, as the Pnocen Hemjunah suffered froon the endunter Ben* 
naskar?* 

** My Pnnee," answered the VIder, " die toils and the dingcra 
of the war have never for a moment driven from my mind the 
memory of that Princess, who with Mahoud, nnderwent the most 
odious transformation through the power of Ulm.*’ 

” Nor have I," answered the Saltan, ' forgot thor distress but 
the cares of my empire have hitherto prevented my search alter 
them. As to the Pr i n c ess, she is possibly with her i^er m 
mir bnt Mahoud is doubtless an inhabitant of Delhi, where he 
hved before his traniformatioD therefore, O Vmer give immediate 
orders that the reflective Cadis of each division of the aty who 
have the numbers and the names of every inhabitant withm their 
district, be questioned concerning this jeweller's son and let him 
to-m u n o w be brought before me." 

The Ylser Horam did as he was commanded, and sent for all 
the Cadis of the aty and exammed them concerning Mahoud, 
but no one conld give any account of Him. 

Themext momlng Horam attended the dmn, and acquainted 
the Sultan with his fruitless tj-on-ly 
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The Sultan was much dissatisfied at the Vizier's report; and 
after he had answered the peliUoncrs and dismissed them, he sent 
again for his favounte Vizier 

“Horam,” said the Sultan, “my Cadis are remiss m their duty 
Mahoud is certainly hid in my city, all is not right, llorara, the 
poor son of the jeweller would be proud to own tiiat he was for- 
merly the companion of the Sultan of the Indies, though in his 
distress , he had long ere this been at the foot of my throne, did 
not somewhat prevent him ” 

“Prince of my life,” answered the Vizier, “if Mahoud is m this 
city, he IS doubtless disguised, and has reasons for concealing him- 
self, and how shall thy officers of justice discover, among many 
millions, one obscure person, who is studious to hide himstlf?” 

“ In a well-regulated city,” answered the Sultan, “ every one is 
known, and sound policy has always invented such distinctions as 
may prevent the disguise of designing and wicked men But, till 
my capital is better regulated, I mean to take advantage mysedf of 
the confusion of ray city, and examine, m disguise, those private 
outrages which are screened from the public eye of justice Whi,re- 
fore, Horam, procure two disguises for yourself and me , and let 
the Emir Matserak be sent ambassador to the Sultan of Cassimir, 
to mquire after the welfare of the Pnneess Hcmjunah ” 

The Vizier, m obedience to the Sultan’s orders, sent the habits 
of two fakeers into the palace , and at evening the Sultan, accom- 
panied by his Vizier, went forth m his disguise 

As they passed through the second street from the royal palace, 
one habited like a fakeer, with his horn, saluted them, and asked 
them to partake of the alms he had received 

The Sultan readily accepted his offer, lest the brother of his 
order should be offended 

They immediately retired into a remote place, and, the strange 
fakeer pullmg out the provision he had received, they began their 
repast 

“Brother,” said the fakeer to the disguised Sultan, “you are, I 
perceive, but a novice in your profession , you have seen but little 
of life, and you would be puzzled were you to encounter such 
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WDodeTB 03 I expcnenced but lost tugbt m my approach to this 
cuy • 

What,* answered the Sultan hastily, “were they? Perhaps, 
brother, you nustake me possibly, though not so commumcaUre 
os yourself, I may nevertheless be as brave and resolute.* 

“Alas 1” answered the Cikccr, ‘I begin to suspect that }'oa are 
Do true brother you know we are commumcauve among ourselves, 
but secret to the world about us. By the ianh which I profess, I 
will no longer converse with yon tmleu you give me some cod' 
vincmg prooCi of the genuincsi of your professioa 1* 

Here the Viacr, pcrceiviDg that the Sultan was hard pressed, 
interrupted the fakecr, and said, “O holy lakeer, but stranger to 
our tribe, whence earnest tbon that thoo knowest not Elesrcn, the 
pnnee of devotees in the of Delhi, to whom the Emirs bow 
and before whom the populace lie prostrate as he passes ? then art 
indeed but newly come to Delhi, since the fame of Elezren hath 
not been sounded m Uune ears.” 

“Brother” answered the fakeer, “the fame of Elezren Is not 
confined to Delhi alone, smee oU Ana recches hun , but where 
are the tubrer marks of wisdom on hu cheeks and the furrows of 
afflictioo, which are deep^wrought m the aged frout of Elezren?” 

At these words the Cakeer sprang horn the ground and, running 
Into the stree ts , be made the air echo with his complaints. 

The mob, hcanng that two yoong men had personated the ai> 
pearance of the caste crowded to the place where the Sultan and 
his Vlner sat trembling at tbcir own temerity and were just about 
to tear them to pieces when the VUier, steppmg forward to meet 
them, cned aloud, 

Slaves, presume not to approach your Soltan 1 for know that 
hlisnar, the idol of his people, »ts hero disguised os a fakeer * 
Lucidly for the Prmce, several of the foremost were well 
acquamted with his features, or it is probable the mob would have 
looked upon the Viner’i speech as <^y a device to prevent their 
fury But when the fakeer saw the foremost of the crowd acknow> 
ledge Misnar u then Sultan, and ^ down before him, he to 
escape. 
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“My friends," slid tlie Sultan, “secure that \uctch, and suffer 
him not to escape And, Horam," said he, turning to his Vizier, 
“let him be confined in a dungeon this night, and tu morro.v 
brought before me in the divm of justice " 

“Ihe Nvords of my lord," ans\'.ered Iloram, “arc a law svhtch 
cannot be changetL But let me beseech mj Prince to retire from 
the crowd." 

Misnar willingly did as Horam ad*. ised , and die p-ople nude 
way for him to the piUce, crjmg out, “Long live Mbinr, the 
pride of his slaves ' " 

The Sultan being returned to his palace with hi . Vi/ur, “ Horam," 
said he, “ each man haa his part in life dlolted to him , and Inc 
folly of those who, leasing the nght and reguhr pith, strihe into 
the mazes of their own fancy, is sufficiently seen from our ad^en* 
ture this day wherefore I would have every ni m endeavour to fill 
his real character and to shine in that, and not attempt what be* 
longs to another, in which he can gam no credit, and runs a gre it 
hazard of disgrace " 

The Vizier went forth, and brought tlie fakeer bound in chains 
before the Sultan 

The fakeer advanced to the presence of the Sultan, full of shame 
and fear, and falling at his footstool, cried out, “I call Mahomet 
to witness, I slew not the man in my wrath, but m mine own 
defence ” 

“ What man?” said the Sultan, astonished at his words , “ whom 
hast thou slam, 0 wicked fakeer, that thine own fears should turn 
evidence against thee ? " 

“ Alas !" answered the fakeer, “hear me, most injured lord, for 
the blood of my brother presseth me sore 

“As I journeyed yesterday, and was arrived within a league of 
the city of Delhi, I turned me towards a place walled round, which 
I supposed was a repository for the dead , and finding the gate 
open, I entered mto it, mtending to shelter myself for a few 
mmutes against the scorching sun 

“As I entered I perceived at one end a stone sepulchre, whose 
mouth was opened, and the stone roUed from it Surprised at the 
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tight, I walked forward to the vault, and beard within the Tolces 
of KTcial pcoona. At thu 1 was m doubt whether to proceed or 
retire, tnppotiog tome robbers had taken up their residence 
there. 

“In the midst ot my confusion, a yoong min with a torban 
hanging orer his face came out, and teeing me, drew his sabre and 
made toward me to kill me. Whcrcnpon I took up a Urge frag 
ment of the wall which lay at my feet, and os he came forward I 
threw It and fdled him to the ground then running up, I snatched 
the sabre from bis hand and would have destroyed him, but he 
cned out, saymg, Take care what thou doest, rash man , for it is not 
one but two lives that thou takest away when thou destroycst me I 

“Am aged and wondering how it was possible for me to destroy 
two Uvea by avenging myself on one wretch, who, vilhoat offence, 
bad meditated my death, 1 stayed my hand, which the young man 
seemg, he aimed to puU the sabre out of my band, whereupon I 
lifted up the sabre above his bead, and at one blow s e v er ed it from 
hU body Immediately, seeing the blood start from his vems, I 
ran out of the endosure, fearing lest any one of hu company should 
overtake me, and Hew till I reached the aty of Delhi where I sub- 
sisted that night and this day on the alma of the Faithful, tiU 1 met 
my Saltan and his Vizier m the habit of two Ukeera. 

“ And what,“ cud the Sultan “has made thee thine own accuser, 
since the life you took was in your own defence? If thy tale is 
true, his blood rests on his own head who was the aggressor, but 
the story is 10 singular that 1 shall detam thee till my Vizier and 
a party of soldiers be sent to search the endosure you have men 
turned. 

The Vizier then gave orders for the guard to mount their horaei, 
and the Saltan resolved to accompany the Vizier the fakeer being 
earned between two of the guards to point out the scene of the 
encounter 

The party havmg arrived at the iron gate of the endoture, 
Horam, with ten of the guards, went m on foot, and inarched with 
the ftkeer to the tomb where he heard the voices, and whence the 
young man bad issued forth. 
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As they approached the tomb they beheld the body of tlie young 
man on the ground, and his head at a distance 

The guards, entering the tomb, found no one within, but at the 
upper end they saw a stone case supported by two blocks of black 
marble The stone case was covered with a flat marble, whicli the 
guards could not remove from its place. 

The Vizier, being acquamted with these particulars, returned to 
the Sultan, and related to him what the guards had discovered 
But Misnar, recollecting the many devices which the enchanters 
had prepared to ensnare him, was very doubtful what course to 
take. 

On a sudden the moon, which shone exceeding bright, was over- 
cast, and the clouds appeared ot a glowing red, like the fiery heat 
of a burning furnace , hollow murmurs were heard at a distance, 
and a putnd and suflfocatmg smell arose, when, in the midst of 
the fiery clouds, the black form of a haggard and hideously dis- 
torted female became visible, furiously ndmg on an unwieldy 
monster ivth many legs 

In an mstant the clouds to the east disappeared, and the heavens 
from that quarter shone like the mendian sun, and discovered a 
lovely graceful nymph, the bnghtness of whose features expressed 
the hvehest marks of meekness, grace, and love 

“ Hapacuson,” said the fair one, addressing herself to the hag, 
“why wilt thou vamly brandish thy rebellious arms against the 
powers of Heaven ? If the Sultan, though he be the favounte of 
Allah, do wrong, the Mighty One, who delighteth m justice, -will 
make thee the instrument of His vengeance on the offending 
Prmce But know the extent of thy power, vam woman ! and 
presume not to war against the will of Heaven, lest the battle of 
the faithful genu be set m array against thee, and thou be jomed 
to the number of those who axe already fallen ” 

“ Proud vassal of light,” answered the enchantress Hapacuson, 
“ I fear not thy threats, nor the bnght pageants that surround thee, 
war, tumult, chaos, and darkness, fear and dismay, are to me more 
welcome than the idle splendours of thy Master.” 

“ Abandoned wretch 1 ” answered the bright bemg, “ defile not 
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tii 7 Maker'i creatioiit by thy blatphemooi tongue j but leom at 
Jeart to fear Mighty One thou art not worthy to honour.** 

Ihus t&ying, the blew from her month a virki flame, like a sharp 
two edged^ord, which, entermg mto the clouds that fuiroundcd 
Hapacuton, the hag gave a homble thneb, and the thick clouds 
rolling sjound her, the flew away into the darkness. 

The fair one then detcendmg towards the Sultan, the brightness 
disappeared, and hlisnar, the Vlncr and the guards, fell prostrate 
before hen 

** Anse, Misnar " said she, “Heaven s favourite 1 and fear not to 
enter the tomb, where the enchantments of Hapaenson ore now 
at an end." 

The Saltan was about to sntwer but the £ilr one led the way to 
the tomb, and commanded him to enter vnth her and uncover the 
stone case which stood at the upper end. 

As the bd was remonag, a meed from its case, and a bvely 
female arose as from a deep sleep. 

“Inform me,* cad the Sultan, “whom U is my happy £ae to 
release from this wretched confinement?" 

“ Alas I * answered the beautiful maiden, “ art thou the vile Ben* 
naskor, or the still more rile Maboud ? Ob let me sleep till death, 
and never more behold the wretchedness of life I * 

“ What 1 " said the Sultan, starting from bis knees, “ do I behold 
the unfortunate Pnnceu of Caunmir?* 

IHustnous Hemjnnah," said the Vizier Horam, u the Princess 
stsied wildly about her, ' Misnar the Sultan of India, is before 
thee." 

“Yea," interrupted the fitir spin4 “doubt not, Hemjunah, the 
truth of the Vlzltf Horam , for behold 1 Macoma, thy guardian 
genius, astares thee of the reality of what thou beholdest" 

“ Helper of the a ffl icted,* answered the Pnnceia of Caasimh 
“doubt vanishes when you arc present but wonder not at my 
mcreduHty, since my whole life has been a &Ise illusion. O Allah, 
wherefore hast Thou made the weakest the most subject to deceit?* 

“ To call in question the wisdom of Allab,* answered the genius 
Macoma, “ is to act like the child of folly go, then, thou mkroi 
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of Justice and understanding, and span with thy mighty arms the 
numberless heavens of the Faithful , weigh in thy ]ust balance the 
wisdom of thy Maker, and the fitness of His creation, and, jomed 
with the evil race from whom I have preserved thee, rail at that 
goodness thou canst not comprehend ” 

“Spare me, ]ust genius,” answered the Pnncess of Cassimir, 
“spare the weakness of my disordered head. I confess my folly, 
but weak is the offsprmg of weakness ” 

“ True,” rephed the genius , “ but although you are weak, ought 
you therefore to be presuraptous? Knowest thou not that the 
Sultan Misnar suffered with you because he despaued ? And now 
would Hapacuson return thee to thy former slumbers, did not 
Allah, who has beheld thy former suffenngs, m pity forgive the vain 
thoughts of mortahty ” 

“ Blessed is His goodness,” answered the Pnncess, “and blessed 
are His servants, who delight m succouring and mstructmg the 
weak and distressed. 

“ To be sorry for our errors,” said the genius, “ is to bnng down 
the pardon of Heaven, and Hemjunah, though so long over- 
powered by the mahcious, is nevertheless one of the lovehest of 
her sex 

“ Sultan of India,” continued Macoma^ turning to Misnar, “ I 
leave the Pnncess of Cassrmir to your care, in full assurance that 
the dehcacy of her sentiments will not be offended by your royal 
and noble treatment of her But let an ambassador be immediately 
dispatched firom your Court to inform her aged and pious father 
of the safety of his daughter ” 

“ The dictates of Macoma,” answered the Sultan, bowing before 
her, “ are the dictates of virtue and humamty, and her shall 
be religiously obeyed.” 

At these words the genius vanished, and the Sultan bade part of 
his guards return to Delhi to the chief of his eunuchs, and order 
him to prepare a palanqum and proper attendants to convey the 
Pnncess of Cassimir to the royal palace 

While these preparations were makmg, the’ Sultan and his Vizier 
endeavoured to soothe and entertam the Pnncess of Cassimir, 
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and thoQgh Horam waa denroos of heanng her adventorea, yet 
the Saltan vonld not soffer hun to request Hemjunah t relation, 
till she was canted to the and reixeihed after her fabguca. 

The chief of the eunuchs arrived m a short tune, and the Princess 
was conveyed, ere momtng, to the palace of ilisnar where the 
female apartments were prepared for her reception, and a number 
of the first ladies of Delhi appointed to attend her 
The Sultan, m the meantime, having ordered the fiikeer to bo 
released and sent out of the aty cnler^ the divan with his Vmer, 
and, having the complainants, retired to rest 

In the evening of the same day, the Frmccss, bong re co v er ed 
from her fatigue^ sent the chief of the eunuchs to the Sultan, and 
desired leave to throw henelf at his feet m gratitude for her escape. 

The Saltan received the message with Joy and ordenng Homm 
his Viaer to be called, they both went mio the apartments of the 
females, where the Princess of Catnnur was seat^ on a throne of 
ivory and surrounded by the slaves of the seraglio. 

Tbe Fnneess descended from her throne at the approach of the 
Sultan, and fell at his feet but Misnar taking her by the hand 
said, ** Rise, Princess, and injure not your honour by thus nKanng 
yourself before your slave. The lovely Hemjunah has promised 
to relate her vouderfiil adventures and Horam, the faithful fhead 
of my bosom, and our former fellow'infrefcr is come to partiapaie 
with me m the chrming relation." 

** Prince,” said Henijunah, ** 1 shall not conceal what you arc so 
deimnis of knowing.” 

The Saltan then waved his hand, and the slaves withdrew 

TUX UlSTORY or TUB PUUCUS OP CASSIUIR. 
frxpoiuc 1 had attained my thirteenth year my father proposed 
vO marry me to the Prince of Geoigu. It was m vain when 
my mother disclosed the fatal news to me, I urged my youth, and 
my enure ignorance of the Pnnee or his quahucs. 

« My child ” said Chcderaiade " to mtie ourselves happy, we 
must be useful to the wodd. The Pnnee of Gcorgb has done your 
father great service in the wars, and you are destined to reward hu 
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toJs all the subjects of Cassinur will look upon your choice as a 
compliment to them, and they will rejoice to see their benefactor 
blessed with the hand of tlieir Princess ” 

“But, madam,” answered I, “does the happiness of my father's 
subjects require such a sacrifice in me? Must I live in a country 
to whose language and manners I am a stranger? must I be for 
ever banished ? ” 

“ I have given sufficient reasons,” replied my mother, “ to engage 
your compliance with your father’s desire, and these will influence 
you, if prudence and wisdom are the motives of your choice , and 
if you want prudence, it is fit that those who are able to instruct 
you should also guide and direct your actions " 

At these words, Chederazade left me bathed in tears and 
trembling at my fate 

My nurse Eloubrou was witness to the hard command my mother 
had imposed upon me, and endeavoured to comfort me m my 
affliction j but her words were as the wind on the surface of the 
rock , and to add to my gnefs, in a few minutes after, the cliief of 
the eunuchs entered, and bade me prepare to receive the Sultan 
my father 

The Sultan of Cassimir entenng ray apartment, I fell at hi:> feet 
“ Hemjunah," said he, “ the Prince of Georgia is my friend, and 
I intend to give ray daughter to his arms ” 

Shocked at these successive declarations of my fate, which I 
had no reason to suspect the day before, I fainted away, and when 
I recovered, found myself on a sofa, with Eloubrou at my feet 
‘ My lovely Pnneess,” said Eloubrou, “ how little am I able to 
see you thus I and yet I fear the news I have to mipart to you may 
reduce you to your former condition ” 

“Alas," said I, “nurse, what new evil has befallen me? What 
worse can happen than my marriage with a stranger?” 

“Princess,” rephed Eloubrou, “the Pnnee is to see you this 
night nay, the ceremonies are prepanng, tlie changes of vestment, 
the dessert, and the choral bands ” 

“ Ah,” said I, “ cruel Eloubrou ! what hast thou said ? Am I 
to be sacrificed this mght to my father's pohey ? Am I to be given 



mSNAR THE SULTAN OF INDIA ^7 


u a fee to the plunderer of otief ? — for luch they are wheae pro- 
OasiOQ u anna.* 

‘No, Prmceo,* a young female alate who attended on 
Hoobrou , ** trurt but to me, and the Prince of Georgu ihall m 
▼am seek the honour of your alliance." 

The Cuthful Eoubnra ihneked at the words of the female ilav^ 
and endeavoured to clap her hands and bring the chief of the 
ni D U**^* to her assistance , but the female slave waved her left 
hand, and Ebubroa and the rest of the slaves stood motionless 
before her. 

** Most lovdy Pnncess," said she, " I am the friend of the dis* 
tressed, and love to prevent the severe and Ul-notnred authority 
of parents give me your hand, and 1 wiQ deliver you from that 
monster, the Pnnee of Georgia." 

“Whatl" answered I, “shall 1 trust to a stronger, whom I know 
no^ and fly from my father*! Court ? No 1 " 

“Well, then ■ said the, “ I bear the cymbals playing before the 
Pence, and the trumpets, and the kculedmms. Farewell, sweet 
mistress of the flerce and uocoiuiuerable Pnnee of Georgia." 

As she spoke, the warlike music sounded In my ears and, not 
donbtmg but that the Pnnee and my father were coming, 1 held 
out my hand to the female slave, and said 

“ Save me, oh, save me from my father's frown I " 

The slave eagerly snatched my band, and, bloving forth a small 
vapour from her mouth it flUed the room, and we arose m a doud. 

The manner of my flight from my Other's palace 1 know not, os 
I unmediatcly famted, but when I recoverwi, I found myself m 
a magniflcent apartment, and a youth standing before me. 

“ Channing Hemjimah," said he, falling at my feet, “may I hope 
that th* service I have performed, m delivering you from the Pnnee 
of Georgia, will ment your lovc?" 

“Alas 1" said I, "what service hast thou performed? Who art 
thou, bold man, that durst stand before the Pnncess of Cassuntr? 
Boubrou, shouted I “faithful Eloubrottl where art thou? Where 
is PirksBg, the duef of my eunuchs ? Where tie my slaves ? Where 
are the guards of the seraglio? 
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“Princess,” answered the young man, “fatigue not yourself with 
calling after them, since they are in the kingdom of Cassimir, and 
you are m the house of Bennaskar, the mercliant of Delhi , but, 
not to keep you in suspense, O Princess ' know that I have for 
several years traded from Cassimir to Delhi, and, although I never 
saw you till lately, yet the fame of your opening beauties was so 
great that it fired the hearts of all the young men m your father’s 
kingdom Every time I amved at Cassimir, the subject of all con- 
versation was the adorable Princess Hemjunah Impelled by these 
encomiums, I resolved to see you or die ” 

He then recounted how he had ob tamed access to me through 
the art of XJlin 

The wicked Bennaskar would have made me the victim of his 
passions, when, lu a gentle cloud, a venerable and majestic per- 
sonage descended into the apartment 

“Unhappy Pnncess of Cassimir!” said she, “how has thy im- 
prudence weakened my power, and destroyed thine own safety • 
If thou hadst not yielded to the false female slave, the sorceress 
Ulm had not triumphed over thee and me, but now she has given 
thee mto the power and possession of Bennaskar, and I am not 
permitted to rescue thee from the clutches of this detested mer- 
chant” 

“ Then,” said Bennaskar, who before was awed by the presence 
of the genius Macoma, “Hemjunah is my own, and my faithful 
Ulm has not deceived me ” 

At these words, exerting all his strength, the villain seized me: 
but his tnumph was short, for the genius, advancing, immediately 
touched him with her wand, and said, 

“ Wretched slave of miquity > though I am not permitted to 
rescue the Pnncess, yet I have power over thee, base tool of sm i 
therefore I ordain, that whenever you look upon the Princess, you 
shall depnve her of sensation.” 

“ Then,” said Bennaskar, nsing and turning from me, “ I will 
at present disappomt thy power tdl I receive my commands from 
the mouth of Ulm, the mistress of my fate ” 

“ Ah I ” cned the e>ichanlress Ulm, who that moment ent 


Af/SNAJi THE SULTAN OF INDIA 289 


the vaulted chamber from the closed which, my Prmce, you have 
heard desenbed by Mahoud, “what hast thou done, thou enemy 
of our race? Accursed and fatal neglecr that I had not at first 
secured Bennaskar from thy power ! But nnee the mcxorable 
word IS gone forth, I will add to thy sentence. Here,* contmued 
she, stamping with her foot, and an ugly dwarf arose through a 
tiap-door m the chamber “ Nego be it thy business to attend my 
servant TWinatVar and whenever thou seest that female depnved 
of sensaUoD, do you bury her m the earth beneath this chamber 
And, Bennaskar," conunaed the enchantress, “do you take this 
phtaJ and whenever you want to converse with this stubborn 
female, let one of yoor slaves, whom yon can trust, pour part of 
the liquor mto her mouth and she shall recover only retire your 
self mto the doset, that you bo not seen of her, at least dll she 
consent to your will, for then the enchantments of Macoma shall 
no bnger prevail against yoiL 

“ The enchantments," said Macoma, “ 0 wretched Ulm, are not 
yet complete! there u yet a moment left, and both our power over 
Hemjnnah and Bennaskar will bo at an end. Therefore thus «hf>H 
it be although Bennaskar is possessed of the Fnneess, 3ret shall 
these apartments be hidden from the sight of all men except on 
that day when thy evil race prevails. On the full of the moon 
only shall Bennaskar be able to explore these rooms. And fear 
DO^ amiable Hemjunah," said the genius, addressing henelf to 
me, “for neither force nor enchantment shall work your rmn with* 
9ut your own consent and although Mahomet, displeased at your 
late imprudence, for a time permits this enchantment, yet at length, 
if you contmue futhful and virtuoui, be will assuredly dehver you." 

At these words, Bennaskar turned towards me, with anger and 
difiappointment m his eye, and immediately I was scued with a 
deep sleep, and what passed afterwards 1 know not 

One day I found myself awakened by the pouring of some Uqnor 
into my mouth and saw a black slave standing before me. At the 
same time the voice of Benoaakor Issued from the doset 

“ nWated Pnncesi i tlr* tyrant genius hath now hidden thee a 
month from my sight, while th» friends, Ulm and Bennaskar, seek 

10 
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to restore thee to light and to life say but, therefore, thou wiU be 
mine, and the encliantinents of Macoma will be de3tro)ed " 
“Wretched Bennaskar'” answered I, “I knew not that inv sleep 
had continued a month, but, if it be so long since I saw the genius 
Macoma m this chamber, I thank Mahomet that he hath so long 
hidden me from the persecutions of Bennaskar " 

“ Haughty Princess ! ” answered the vile Bennaskar from the 
closet, “ my slave shall inspire you with humbler w'ords.” Where- 
upon he ordered the black slave to give me fifty lashes tvith the 
chabouc. 

But it IS needless, O Pnnee, to repeat the various designs of 
that wretch For three months was I thus confined, and Bennaskar 
havmg exercised, through the hands of his slave, the cruelties of 
his heart, used at length, when he found me persist in m) resolution, 
to come forth, and by his presence depnve me of sensation The 
adventures of the third month you have heard from the mouth of 
Mahoud, I shall therefore only continue ray narrative from the 
time that he left me with the book in my hand 

Bennaskar, seeing his friend Mahoud had left him, went out, 
and soon returned again wth him, and taking him into the closet, 
m a moment came forth, and, touching me, he said, “ Come, fair 
Princess, the enchantments of Macoma are now at an end, and 
thou art given up entirely to Bennaskar ” 

I shneked at his words, hoping the Cadi would hear me, but m 
vam Bennaskar ran with me through the vaulted passage, and 
found myself with him in an extended plain 

“Wretch 1” said the genius Macoma, who that moment appeared, 
“hast thou dared to disobey my commands, and remove the 
Prmcess from the vaulted chamber, where even thy mistress yielded 
to ray power ? But I thank thee what the imprudent Alahoud 
could not accomphsh agamst thee thou hast eflfected thyself" 

As she spake, the form of Bennaskar perished from the face of 
the plain, and his body crumbled to atoms and mixed with the 
dust of the earth , but firom his ashes the enchantress Ulm arose, 
and with an enraged visage turned towards me and said, “ Thou 
art still the victim of my power, and since Bennaskar is no more. 
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go, fweet Trmcenf and join thy delicate form to the ibnn of thy 
preserver Mahoud, 'whom I defigned for the flames , but, my will 
bang opposed, he is rescued thence, and now ddilrs the air of 
Taiapajan ■with hia pestrfcroui breath.* 

Sultan of India, were the consequenccf of my unprudcnce 
and thoi are our hy the cmaHest deviation^ often led through 
perpetual scenes of misery and distress. 

“ Lovely Prmcesi of Casnmir * said the Saltan iCsnar, “I hare 
felt more anxiety dunng this short interval m which you have 
related your adventures than In all the c^mp.i3gns I hare made. 
But suffer us, O Pnncess, to add a further trouble to you by a 
second request , for I am as anxious to hear by what misfortune 
you were enclosed b the tomb of death as I was to know in what 
manTw you wcTO subjected to the viUanout ouelnes of the wretched 
Bennaskar * 

‘ The tale, 0 Pnnce,* said the fair Herojunah, "is wonderful, 
but, alas 1 new indiscreocaa drew upon me the serenties I have 
expeoenced.” 

THl HISTORY Or TB* PRTKCXSS COimNOXD 

As soon as, by our restoranon to our pnstine Ibnnj, ire were 
apprised of your nctory orer the enchantress Uhn, I found myself 
m the seraglio of my father's palace. In the apartment from which 
I was taken by the wicked enchantrets, I beheld my nurse Elou 
brou she was prostrate on the ground, and the palace was Ailed 
with her cnes. 

« Faithful Eloubrou,” said I, "arise and look upon thy beloved 
Hanjunah. Whae is my royal father Zebcneicr and the fonr 
Chederaiadc, the mother of my heart?" 

Houbroa, at my voice, started up like one awakened from a 
trance. "IVhat u it?" and she m emotion, 'what is it I behold? 
Art thou the departed shade of my once-loved Herajunah?" 

"No shade, beloved Elochroo," I running to her but 
the true Prmcess of Casamir, whom Mlinar the Sultan of InHi* 
hath rescued from the enchantments of the wicked UUa." 
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“ Oh that thy royal mother,” said Elouhrou, “ were, like me, 
blessed with the sight of thy return 1” 

“What,” said I “Eloubrou, what dost thou say? Where, then, 
IS the much-honoured Chederazade? where the dear parent of my 
life?” 

“ Alas 1 ” said Eloubrou, “ who shall tell the dismal tale to thy 
tender heart ? " 

“ Ah ' ” said I, “is my beloved mother no more? Is she gone 
to seek her disobedient daughter over the burning lake?” 

At these words my spint failed, and I sank motionless to the 
ground But my lord must forgive me if I hasten over the dread- 
ful scene that followed The report of Eloubrou was too true 
Chederazade, the dearest Chederazade, had been ten days dead 
when I was restored to my father’s palace , and Zebenezer, dis- 
tracted at the double loss of his consort and his child, had shut 
himself up in the tomb of my mother 

Eloubrou hastened to the tomb wherem my father poured fortli 
his tears, and acquamted the guards who watched wthout that 1 
was returned. 

The sorrowful Zebenezer, although he was rejoiced at the news, 
resolved not to come forth out of his consort’s tomb till the month 
was expired, according to his oath , and gave orders, that during 
that mterval I should be obeyed by his subjects 

My mourning was not less poignant than my royal father’s I 
shut myself up m my apartments, and would suffer none but Elou- 
brou to see me 

Nine days passed in silence , our loss affected both, and Elou- 
brou was as little disposed as myself to forget the cause of her 
gnefs On the tenth morning, Eloubrou was called out by the 
Grand Vizier, who then had tlie command of my father’s kingdom 
She returned m haste “Pnncess of Cassunir,” said she, “one 
who calleth himself Mahoud mquues for thee, and the Grand 
Vizier, understandmg that he was instrumental m your release, 
w aits without to know your will ” 

At the name of Mahoud I started from my reverie “ Mahoud," 
said 1, “ O Eloubrou ' deserves my notice , and the son of tlie 
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jorclJer of Delhi «hjll be rewarded for hu »CTvice» to ytmr nn*- 
tresjL* 

“ ALia 1 • answered Eloabroo, “ mj lovely mutress u dUtiacted 
with tOTTOwa, and SQppose< the Pnnee Mahoad to be the ofEtpnng 
of a ilave 1 * 

“If he be a Prince," answered I, “he has hitherto concealed 
bis cnrcnmstancea and bnth 6roiii me, or be is not that Mahoad 
whom I remember m the deserts of Tarapajan." 

“ That," answered Elcrabroo, yoa will soon discover when yoo 
see him. Bat," contained she^ “he denrea a pnrato audience.*’ 

“ Wen, then," replied I “ introduce him, Eloubrou , but let my 
slaves be ready to enter at my coUr* 

ELoubrou obeyed, and brought the m ercha nt Mahoud mto my 
presence, and then retired. 

Mahoud fen at my feet, and sadd, ' Forgive my presumption m 
approaching the throne of Castimir and that I have added hypo- 
diy to my boldness, by assnmmg the tule of a Fnnce.'’ 

“>Vhat, then," answoed 1, 8tanly,"haj mdneed you to deceive 
my Court?’ 

“ Let deadi," said Mahoud, Ming agam before me, “ let death 
alone for my dime, but hrst permit me to explain the motives of 
my presumption.” 

‘ Proceed," said L 

He then informed me that, after assuming his natural form, he 
visited Delhi, where he was spumed by ^TIimaT- and Uoram, and 
had been compdlcd to beg his way to my dommioni. A merchant 
of the aty had furnished him with the robes m which he appeared. 
Then clapping my hanrtm, Eloobrou appeared, and I “ Eiou 
broo, let the Prmco Mahoud bo lodged m my father’s tnd 

let a proper number of slaves attend him , and do you acquamt 
the Viiicr with his quaUty " 

Eloubrou did as I commanded] and Mahoud, full of joy fell 
down at my feet, and kisted the hem of my garment 

“ Pnnee ” said I, “ wise , and Eloubrou ihall conduct you to 
my Mier’i palace.” 

A few days’ expenence made me repent my folly m giving credit 
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to the falsehoods of Mahoud, for the insolent merchant got proud 
of his newly-assumed honours He came daily, and was introduced 
to me, and every time assumed greater state , till at last he dared 
to declare his passion for me, and talked ot asking my father^s 
consent as soon as the days of his sorrow should be accomplished 
Astonished at his insolence, I bade him depart from my presence, 
which he did reluctantly, muttering revenge as he went. 

As soon as he was gone, I acquainted Eloubrou with Mahoud’s 
story, his ridiculous and insolent behaviour, and that he had even 
dared to threaten me ivith revenge 

“ The threats of Mahoud," said Eloubrou, “ are of little conse- 
quence, tliough prudence should never esteem the least enemy 
inworthy of its notice, care shall, therefore, be taken of this 
msolent merchant” 

While Eloubrou was giving the necessary instructions, one of the 
slaves entered the apartment, and gave me notice that Zebenezer, 
my father, expected me m the tomb immediately I put on tlie 
solemn veil, and followed the guard to the tomb of Chederazade 
I entered the lonely mansions of the dead with fear and trembling, 
and, at the upper end of the vaulted tomb, saw my father kneelmg 
before the embalmed corpse of my mother 

“ Unhappy Herajunah," said the aged man, “ come hither, and 
behold the sad remains of my dearest Chederazade ” 

Although my heart sank with gnef, and my limbs tottered, yet 
I went to reach the place where Chederazade lay embalmed, and 
fell at the feet of my father Zebenezer 

“ Rise,” said he, “ O daughter ! ” and caught me suddenly m his 
arms , when, oh fearful sight ! I perceived his visage alter, and that 
the villanous Mahoud held me m his embrace 

Struck with horror and despair, I endeavoured to cry out, but 
in vam — ^my voice was gone, and the power of speech was taken 
from me 

“No,” said he, with a fierce air, “your struggles and resistance, 
O pmdent Pnncess, are all vain , for she who would jom to deceive 
others must expect to be deceived when there is none to help her, 
therefore speech, if you resist, is taken from you.” 
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“ What," laid I, ‘ cruel ^lahoudl is this the return my friendship 
deserves, when, to save yon from infsmy and slavery, I gave way 
to your entrcades, and represented yon otherwise than yoo ready 
were?" 

« Fnendahip O Pnneets," said he, “ is built on virtue, which 
Mahoud has disclaimed nnee he entered into the service of the 
sage Hapacuson, and by her advk% it was that he told you a 
false tale to decore you to jtm own dotjoction. Had you not 
yielded to that tale, I could have had no power over you or your 
father but it is our tnomph to arasnvent the prudence of 
Mahomet’s children , wherefore seeing you would not yield openly 
to my wishes, I had no sooner left you with Hlouhrou, than, by 
Hapaaison s assistance, I entered this tomb mvisibly, and, by 
my enchantments, overpowered your fethcr Zcbencier and then, 
assuming bis person, I sent for my Pnneess, and she came obedient 
to my caU. ^t, now " contuiiu^ the false Mahoud, ' your cnes 
will profit you but bule, for Hspaenson, who is ever hovenng 
over Delhi, to watch the motions of the Sultan Misnor has by this 
tune placed os m a repository of the dead, where we than have 
none to overhear or disturb us." 

Mahoud dien showed me my father Zebenezer whom by his 
enchantment) he had depnved of all sensation he in a coffin 
of bfiick marble, in an inner apartment, and tfrer that he vowed 
that he would desut from force but, till I consented to love him, 
I most be content to live m the tomb 

He, by his mchantments, oUiged me to sleep in the place 
whence you delivered me, and what fartw baa elapsed my 

confinement I know not" 

** Princess," said the Saltan, *'we i^oice at your escapie but as 
it IS probable, by your account, that your royal ure Zebenezer stfll 
sleeps In the tomb we will pray for his dehvexance from the rharr^f 
of enchantmenL" 

The Sultan then sent officers to search In the tomb for the body 
of Zebenezer and also called together those who were skilled in 
magic, and denied them to use mcantatiop". to mvnke the gemus 
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Maconia to their assistance But the arts of the magicians were 
vain, and Macoma remained deaf to the entreaties of the Sultan 
and his sages 

In the meantime, while the Sultan and his Vizier Horam en- 
deavoured to comfort the afflicted Hemjunah, the ambassadors 
returned from Cassimir, bunging advice that the grand Vizier 
Hobaddan had assumed the title of Sultan, and that tlie whole 
kingdom of Cassimir acknowledged his authority 

At this report, Hemjunah sank on the earth, and the Sultan 
Misnar ran to comfort her, declaring that he would march his 
whole army to recover her dominions from the rebel Hobaddan 
“ Horam,” said the Sultan, “ let us be pmdent as well as just 
therefore, while you march to the assistance of the injured subjects 
of Cassimir, and to restore that kingdom to its lawful Prince, I 
will keep stnct discipline and order in the provinces of my empu'e, 
and I trust, in a short time, I shall see you return with the head of 
the rebel Hobaddan ” 

The Vizier Horam set out in a few days from Delhi with three 
hundred thousand troops of the flower of the Sultan's army, and 
by forced marches reached the confines of Cassimir ere the pre- 
tended Sultan Hobaddan had notice of his arrival 

The Vizier Horam’s intention to restore the Princess Hemjunah 
to the throne of her ancestors being proclaimed, numbers of the 
subjects of Cassimir flocked to the standard of Horam, and the 
army, now increased to five hundred thousand troops, marched 
forthwith toward the capital of Cassunir 

Hobaddan, having notice of the increase and progress of his 
enemies, and findmg that to engage them upon equal terms was 
vam, sent an embassy to the Vizier Horam, assurmg him that he 
and his whole army would surrender themselves up to the mercy 
and clemency of his master’s troops Horam rejoiced at the 
success of his march , and desirous of regaimng the kmgdom of 
Cassunu: without bloodshed, sent an assurance to Hobaddan in 
answer, that, if he fulfilled his promise, his oivn life should be 
saved 

The next morning Hobaddan appeared m front of his troops. 
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With their heftda dejected «nd dior anna mvertcd toward the 
grotmd, and m thu manner they came forward to the Vxnci 
Horam fl annf 

Horamj to encourage the sobmiaaioa of Hobaddan, had p l aced 
the forcei, which he hod raised m the fcmgdom 0/ Cass mir in the 
Tan of hu army and also to scenre them from retreatmg, by the 
SQpport which his own troops were to give them m the rear 

When Hobaddan was within heanng, instead of throwing his 
arms on the ground, be unsbealhed his samuar, and thus tpahe 
to the troops before him 

” Brethxtt and countrymen saffer me to speak what my affection 
to you all and my lore for my country requires me to say Against 
whom, O my brethren, u ihu array of battle ? and whose blood 
seek ye to fpiU on the pUmi whidi our fordatheia baye cnItiYated? 
Is It oar own blood tLit most poured forth otct these lands 
to ennch them for a stranger a benefit ? It it not under pretence 
of fighting for the Pruioess of Cassonir who has been long tmee 
dead, that the Solon of Indian troops are now ravaging, sot 00 
our borders only but penetrating even mto the heart of our notion? 
But suppose ye that the conquerors will give up the treasures they 
hope to ^rn by their blood ? WQl they not mthef invited by the 
frmtfaloess of our vales, and by the neb produce of oar mountains, 
fix here the standard of their anns, and make slaves of os, who are 
become thus easily the dupes of thar ambihoos pretences ? Then, 
farewell content 1 farewell pleasorc! farewell the weU-eamed frmts 
of mdustry and frupdity 1 Oorlands shall be the property of othcra, 
and we still tied down by slavish chains to cultivate and nuprove 
them. Our bouses, our substance, shall be the reward of foreign 
lobbefs, our wires and our nigms shall bow down before con- 
queror! , and we, Hke the beasts of the fiel d , shall be drawn m 
the scorching midday to the finxow or the mine.** 

As Hobaddan began to utter these words, Honan, astonished 
at his malice and presumption, ordered the archers who attended 
fnm to draw forth then* arrowy and pierce hhn to the heart, but 
the weapons of war were as straw! on the armour of Hobaddan, 
and he itood dauntless and unhurt ten mousand arrows 
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“Friends and brethren'” continued Hobaddan, “you see the 
powers above are on our side ; the arrows of Horam are as chaff 
on the plain, and as the dust which penetrates not the garments 
of the traveller Halt not, therefore, but join your arms to the 
defender and supporter of your hberties and your possessions " 

At these words the recruits of Horam filed off in a body and 
joined the party of Hobaddan , while the pretended Sultan, elated 
at his success, pushed forward to the Vizier Horam’s troops, and 
charged them with the utmost impetuosity 

The weapons of the brave were foiled by the armour of Hobad- 
dan, for the enchantress Hapacuson, studious of diverting the 
attention of the Sultan Misnar, had assisted Hobaddan with her 
counsel and with mvulnerable arms , wherefore, seeing their labour 
vain and fhntless agamst the pretended and unconquerable Sultan, 
the hearts of Horara's warriors melted withm them, and they fell 
away from the field of batde , and Hobaddan, sensible of his ad- 
vantage, hastened after the troops of Horam all the day and night , 
and the Vizier himself barely escaped with his life, havmg none 
left behmd him to send to Delhi with the unhappy report of his 
defeat 

But malicious Fame, ever mdefatigable in representmg the 
horrors of affliction and distress, soon spread her voice throughout 
the regions of Delhi , and Misnar heard from every quarter, that 
his faithful Horam and all his chosen troops were defeated or cut 
off by the victonous arm of Hobaddan The Pnncess Hemjunah 
gave up herself to sighs and tears, and refused the consolation of 
the Court of Delhi , and the Sultan Misnar, enraged at his loss, 
resolved to assemble the greatest part of his troops, and march to 
the assistance of Horam 

But first he gave orders that recruits should be raised, and that 
the number of his troops should be increased , and then, mixing 
his young raised soldiers with the veterans of his army, he left one 
half of his troops to guard his own provinces, and mth the other 
he marched toivards the confines of Cassimir 

The Vizier Horam had concealed himself m the hut of a faithful 
peasant, and hearing that his master had arrived with a numerous 
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army in the kingdom of Coiannir, be went forward to meet him, 
lad, falling down at hu feet, besought his forgiveness. 

“ Horam," said the Saltan, "arise. I forgiTC thee although thoQ 
hast lost so many of my troops but I httle suspected Hobaddan 
had been too artful for the eipencnce and sagaaty of my Viaer 
Howercr, Horam, he must not expect to decciTC us agam r we arc 
more m number, and wo are aware of his dccaL Yon, Horam, 
orced your marches and weakened your troops, but I will bnng 
them on slowly and sorely Have we preyailed against Uhn, and 
Happuck, and OUomond, and Tasnsr— have we cmihed Ahaback 
and Desra by our prudent arts — and «hnn we fear the contTirance 
of a poor Vmer who leads a few rebels inxmg the rocks of the 
provmcc of Cassimrr? Let os but use prudence with resolution, 
and these enemies most soon fade away like the shadow that flieth 
from the noontide stm." 

The two armies of the Sultan of India and the pretended Sultan 
of Catamir approached each other , and the troops of hlisnar were 
pleased to chat then- number was treble the number of their 
enewuea. But, howerer great their supenonty might be, the Saltan 
Misnsr and his Viaer kept the strictest disaplmc among them, and 
teted as if they were abrot to engage a superior force. 

^or some time the armies contmued wuhm sight of each other 
neither chootmg to engage without some supenonty of arcam* 
stances, and both watchful to prcmit that superionty At length 
the Sultan observmg a weaknets in the left wing of Hoboddan'i 
army caused by sickness, as they were encamped near a morass, 
gave orden for a fimous attack upon the front, but directed the 
mam effort to be made agamst th^ wing. 

But the Sultan s mtenUons were defeated , for Hobaddan com 
ma n di n g not in the centre, os was expected, but m the left wing 
(with a chosen trpop he had conveyed there the very morning of 
tbe engagement) totally defeated those who were sent to oppose 
hnn. The troops to the right of the Sultan s army, giving way, put 
all m confusion , and the unwieldy nnmber of Misnar’s forco, m- 
stetd of regularly supporting them, poured toward the right m such 
tumult as destroyed the whole diti^tion of the army 
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Dunng this confusion, Hobaddan hewed down on all sides those 
who dared oppose his arms, and his chosen troop followed him 
over heaps of the slain, every one flying tlirough fear at his presence 
The Sultan and his Vizier Horam, finding it in vain to rally 
their troops or oppose the conquerors, sounded a retreat, and, 
amidst the general confusion, fled toward the sandy deserts which 
divide the realms of Cassimir fiom the province of Delhi 

But the prudent Sultan, m his flight, endeavoured to restore to 
his troops their rank and order, and while Horam reduced the foot 
under their proper banners, hlisnar regulated the confusion of the 
horse, and placed them as a covering to the rest of his forces 
In this manner they marched before the face of their enemies 
into the desert, without any provision or forage but what they car 
ned with their accoutrements , and although the Sultan and hia 
Vizier used every argument to persuade their troops (who still ex 
ceeded the number of their enemies) to turn and pursue the army 
of Hobaddan, yet so great was their dread of the victonous rebel 
and his forces, that they threatened to throw doivn then: arms 
rather than return to the battle. 

Seemg all his endeavours to mspire his men with courage in 
effectual, the Sultan travelled onward ivith them mto the desert, as 
one given up to certam destruction 

After two days’ march, they halted beside several small pools , 
and such was the excessive drought of Misnar’s army, that many 
perished before they could be prevailed upon to quit the refreshing 
waters of the desert These, indeed, thought of httle more than 
present relief, but Misnar, their lord, was overwhelmed with the 
severest pangs of distress 

To mcrease their gnef, scouts brought word that the troops ol 
Hobaddan, being refreshed after their fatigues, were marching to- 
wards them, mtending to destroy them while they were famt from 
want of provision. The army of the Sultan, terrified by the report, 
and seemg no hope of escape, fell upon the wretched Sultan and 
his faithful Vizier, and brmging them mto the centre of the troops, 
demanded their blood as an atonement for the losses they were 
about to suffer m their cause. 
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The ringleader of this general matmy was Ourodj, the anacnt 
enemy of the fiuthfdl Horam who standing foremost m the ranks, 
commanded the archers to bind their Sultan and Vuier to a stoke. 

The Sultan scemg all his hopes de/caled, and the rage of the 
muidtude^ knelt down and commended his cause to the aU-power 
ful AHah. 

And now the archers were about to bend their bows and fit the 



dea/Jly shafts to their bow-strings; when a luminous appcanince 
was discovered to the eastward and the outskirts of the army saw 
1 female m robes of light travelling over the sands of the desert. 
In a moment she passed through the ranks of the army and stoc^d 
In the circle who were gathered around to sec the execution of the 
Saltan and his Vmcr 

“ Misnar said she, ‘‘arise and fear not those sons of clay por 
the mnlice of enchantment I am the genius Macoma, sent by 
Mahomet to eve and dehver Ibee when human aanitance was 
vam and impossible. Theieforc assume tliy just command over 
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these thy subjects, and let them all fall prostrate on the ground to 
Allah, and wait to see the fate of those who fight against tin. 
Prophet of the Faithful But first learn, from thme own experi- 
ence, the folly of trusting even to the greatest human power or 
prudence, without an affiance m the Lord of Heaven The world, 
O Misnar, is Allah’s, and the kingdom of heaven is the w ork of 
His hands , let not, therefore, the proudest boast, nor the most 
humble despair, for, altliougii the towenng mountains appear most 
glonous to the sight, the lowly valleys enjoy the fatness of the skies 
But Allah 13 able to clothe the summit of the rocks with verdure, 
and dry up even the rivers of the vale Wherefore, although thou 
wert suffered to destroy the greatest part of thme enemies, yet one 
was left to overpower thee, that thou mightest know that thou 
wert but a w eak instrument in the hands of strength " 

“ I know,” answered the Sultan Misnar, “ that Allah is able to 
dissolve this frame of earth, and every vision of the eje, and there 
fore not the proudest nor the most powerful can stand against 
Him ” 

As the Sultan spake thus, the anny of Plobaddan appeared on 
the face of the sandy desert 

“ Although His power be infinite,” said the genius, “ yet can He 
effect these changes by the most unexpected means But I will 
not waste that time m words which I am commanded to employ 
m action, to convmce both you and your army of the sovereignty 
of Allah. Therefore suffer no man to rise from the earth or to 
quit his place, but lift up your heads only, and behold those 
enemies destroyed before whom you fled ” 

So saying, the genius Macoma waved her wand, and instantly 
the air was darkened, and a confused noise was heard above the 
armies of Misnar and Hobaddan 

For some hours the Sultan's troops knew not the cause of the 
darkness that overshadowed them , but in a little time the light 
returned by degrees, and they looked toward the army of Hobad- 
dan, and saw them oversvhelmed with innumerable locusts. 

“Thme enemies,” said Macoma, “O Sultan, are no moie, save 
the enchantress Hapacuson, who personates the rebel Ourodu” 
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"The glory of cxtirpatuig her Infernal nee," md the Vizier 
Horam, bowing before the gcnhi* Maconu, “bcloDgi to toy Sultan 
otherwue Horam would esteem himself the happiest of mankind 
m her destruction." 

“ The glory yoa speak o4* answered the gcniui ilacoma, “ b 
given to another a 6y has gone forth, the winged messenger of 
Ahah'i wrath, and at this moment bereaves the vile Hapacoson 
of her breath and of her life. 

The Vizier Horam held down hu head at the Just reproof of the 
gemus , but the words of her reproof were the words of troth for 
tn account was brought that the rebel Ouiodl was suddenly dead, 
bong strangled by some Impediment In hb throat, and that, at his 
desth, his figure was changed into the appearance of a deformed 
enchantress. 

“Although your cacmiei, O ifimar are no more," said the 
genius, yet the assistance of Allah b as necessary for your sup- 
port as for their defeat ] vherefore He hath gnren life to the springs 
of the poob of the desert, and your troops wHl find such refresh* 
men t from them that you r ay safely march over the sandy plains, 
and, to add to your happiness, the old Sultan Zebenezer being 
rel ea s ed from the enchantments of Hapacnioo, vaili, with bis 
daughter Hemjanab, your safe amval, and knows not as yet those 
wonders which I leave your prudence to reveal to him." 

The Sultan Mixnor vdl understood the mysterious speech of the 
genius hlacoma but before he or bis troops tasted of the poob 
or pursued their march, he commanded them to fall down t^ore 
Alhdi, the only Lord of the worid. 

The soldiers, having done reverence to Aliob, were destroui of 
repesdng U before hlisnar to ask hit forgiveness , but the Sultan 
would not permit them. ' Let us nuke," said he, “Allah and His 
Prophet our guide and defence and then nether prosumptioa nor 
reb^on shall lead us into error* 

The unexpected change reached not the Court of Delhi till the 
troops were withm a few day's march of the dty and Zebenezer 
and Hemjunah were but just prepared to meet the Saltan Munar 
when he entered the gates of the palace 
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As Misnar advanced toward the aged Zebenezer, the good old 
man started with suriinse, and cned out, “ Oh ! is it possible that 
the Sultan of India and the Prince of Georgia should be one and 
the same ? ” 

The Pnncess Hemjunahwas confounded at her father’s speech, 
and she fell on his bosom and hid her face 

“ What you suspect, my royal friend,” said Misnar, “ is true I 
am indeed the man who once passed m Cassimu: for tlie Prmce of 
Georgia. I beseech thee, O Zebenezer, forgive my deception ” 

“ You have no forgiveness,” said the aged Zebenezer, “O Sultan, 
to ask from me ” 

“Indeed,” answered the Sultan, “my title was just my royal 
father, Dabulcombar, being treacherously advised by those who 
wished to place his younger son Ahubal on the throne, commanded 
me to travel, and gam renown and expenence in arms , and, to 
conceal my importance, gave me the title of Prmce of Georgia. 
In this disguise I came to the royal Court of Cassimir, and engaged 
m your service, 0 venerable Sultan, and Allah sent His blessmg 
on us your enemies were put to flight, and your subjects, who 
favoured me, gave the credit of the defeat to my arms 

“ Hearmg that you intended me the honour of an alliance ivith 
your lUustnous family, I resolved first to see the Pnncess Hem- 
)unah, whom I heard you had confined, being warned, from an 
ancient prophecy, that a stranger should depnve you of her I 
saw the Prmcess by means of one of her slaves, and Hemjunah 
from that moment took possession of my heart. I was earnest, 
therefore, with you to propose the nuptials, and was to have been 
introduced to the Pnncess, when I received advice that my father 
was drawmg near his end In expectation of demandmg your 
daughter as the Sultan of India, and not as an obscure Prince, I 
journeyed to Delhi, and amved tune enough to see my royal sire 
ere he departed 

“ ‘ Son,’ said he, ‘ evil threatens your reign extncate, therefore, 
yourself from danger, and do not mvolve others m your min ' 

“ Mmdful of my father’s words, I resolved to quell the commo- 
tions of the empire before I made mcyself known to the Sultan of 
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r!M«Tmtr , bat Aflib bsM K) woood tbe stnog of oar fates together, 
that it 11 needless to repeat die rest of my adrentores. Only the 
Princess most forgire me this, that, hearing she had been tahen 
amy from her frithet'a Court, I was resolred to conceal my mterest 
in her afl^us till I was sensible that the Fnnce of Georgia, though 
not blessed with her smiles, had yet no ntal m her affecbons." 

" Most noble Soltan " said the Princess Hemjunah, ‘ it u vain 
to dissemble safer me, therefore, freely to dedaie that the Saltan 
of India has totally extirpated the Pnnce of Georgia from my heart 
bat, whatever my own sentiments may be, assure yonnelf that I 
ihjn not, at my father's commands, rcfrise the Pnnce of Georgia 
my hand. 

The Snltan of India and Zebenexcr were both delighted with 
the Pnncess Hemjonah’i answer, and the faithful Vixier Horam 
rejoiced to frnd that his master and the Pnncen Hemjunah were 
to be nntted. The whole Court expected the nnptiali with im 
patieDce , and the good old Saltan Zebenexcr stayed to see his 
danghto the Soltanesi of India, and Munar the happiest and the 
most dtanhfbl of the diildnsi of Allah. 

The children of Allah, said the sage Hotsid, “ have indeed 
a freedom of action bat that freedom is best exerosed when it 
leads friem to trust and depend on the Lord of all things not thqt 
He seeth even beyond the confines of light Is pleased with 
idleness, or g iv e th encotnagement to the sons of iloth^ the ipmt 
which He has mfrised mto mankind He expects to find active and 
indostnoos and, when prudence u joined with rehgion, Allah 
dther grres soccess to its dictates, or by counteracting its mobooi, 
drawl forth the brighter mtaes of patience and resignation. Leam 
therefore, ye paphi of the race of unmoitali, not to forget year 
dependence on Allah while ye follow th- prudent manmH of wis- 
dom and experience for he only u truly prudent who adds fiuth 
to his practice, and he truly religious whose acnons are the result 
of his faith.” 

ao 
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ADIK BEG was of good family, handsome in person and 
possessed of both sense and courage , but he was poor, 
having no property but his sword and his horse, with 
which he served as a gentleman retainer of a Pasha. The latter, 
satisfied with the punty of Sadik’s descent, and entertaining a re- 
spect for his character, determined to make him the husband of his 
daughter Hooseinee, who, though beautiful as her name implied, 
was remarkable for her haughty manner and ungovernable temper 
Giving a husband of the condition of Sadik Beg to a lady of 
Hooseinee’s rank was, according to usage m such unequal matches, 
like giving her a slave , and as she heard a good report of his per 
sonol qualities, she offered no objections to the marnage, which was 
celebrated soon after it was proposed, and apartments nere assigned 
to the happy couple in the Pasha’s palace. 

Some of Sadik Beg’s friends rejoiced in his good fortune, as 
they saw, m the connection he had formed, a sure prospect of his 
advancement Others mourned the fate of so fine and promising 
a young man, now condemned to bear through life all the humours 
of a proud and capacious woman , but one of his friends, a little 
man called Merdek, who was completely henpecked, was particu 
larly rejoiced, and qmte chuckled at the thought of seemg anotbet 
ML the same condition ivith himself 
About a month after the nuptials, Merdek met his fiiend, and, 
with malicious pleasure, wished him joy of his marnage 
“ Most sincerely do I congratulate you, Sadik,” said he, “ on this 
happy event ” 

“ Thank you, my good fellow, I am very happy mdeed, and 
rendered more so by the joy I perceive it gives my friends ” 

“ Do you really mean to say you are happy ? ” said Merdek, with 
a smile. 

ao6 




SADIK BEG. 


$07 


“ I reall 7 am to,” repUed SidOc. 

** Noatenso 1 ” said hu friend , " do we not aH know to what a 
tennagant jou are muted? and her temper and high rank corobmed 
most no doubt make her a tweet companion.” Here be bunt into 
a load loogh, and the little man actuoUj itrutted with a feeling of 
mpenonty over the bridegroom. 

Sadik, who knew hu tituotioa and feeliogi, was amosed instead 
of being angry Ikly friend,” sold he, I qmte nnde n tand the 
grounds of your apprehension lor my happme&s. Before I was 
married, I had heard the some itpoits as you have done of ray 
beloved bnde*s dupontion , bat 1 am happy to tay, 1 hare found 
It quite otherwue the u a most docile and obedient wife.” 

** But how has thu miraculous change been wrought ? ” 

"Why” taid Sodlk, * I believe I have some merit in ejecting 
U but you shall hear After the ceremoniet of our nuptials were 
over I went m my military dress, and with my sword by my side, 
to the apartment of Hoosemee. She was sit^g in a ooit digni' 
fied posture to receive me and her looks were anything but invidng, 
As I entered the room, a beautiful cm, evidently a great favourite, 
come pamng op to me. I ddiberately drew my sword, struck Us 
head off* and taking that in one hand and the body In the other 
threw them out of the window J then very uncoDcemedlytnmed 
to the lady, wlio appeared in some alana, she, bowerer, made no 
observations, but was m every vniy land and submissive^ and has 
continned so ever smee. 

"Thank you, my dear fellow* said little Merdek, with a signifr* 
cant shake of the beodi "a irord to the wise.” And away he 
capered, obviously quite rejoiced. 

It was near evening wbra this convenolioa took place, soon 
ofrer when the dork cloak of night had enveloped the bright 
radiance of day, hlerdek entered the chamber of his spouse, with 
something of a martial swagger anned with a samitar. The tra 
suspecting cat come forward os usual, to welcome the hniband of 
her mutreos, but m an instant ber bend was dmded from her body 
by a blow from the hand which bad so often caressed her. Merdek, 
havmg proceeded so (as courageous Ijr to take up the dis- 
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severed members of the cat, but before he could effect this, a blovr 
upon the side of the head, from his incensed lady, laid him sprawl- 
mg on the floor. 

The tattle and scandal of the day spreads from zenanth to 
zenaneh ivith suprising rapidity, and the wife of Merdek saw in a 
moment whose example it was that he had imitated 

“ Take that I" said she, as she gave him another cutf, “ take that, 
you paltry wrctcli ' You «;h()nld," she added, laughing him to scorn, 
“have killed the cal on ift, wuldmg day” 
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kSeTIhE Caliph Harden al Rnschid Bent for Gufar, his Grand 
Vizier and Mesrour hu Chief Eunuch. 

“ 1 intend,” said be, to go down to Bagdad in dis 
guise that I may visit my hospitals, and exomme whether the 
administration of them is wuc and regular and whether the patients 
there receive the assistance and rehef of which they stand m need. 
J will assume the disguise of a dervish do you, who are to accom- 
pany me choose a dress which you will bo completely con- 
cealed.” 

The orders of the Caliph were obeyed, and he set out with his 
909 
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attendants on his expedition He was m the centre of the estab- 
lishments which he had proposed to visit, and everything appeared 
in the order which he wished for, until he arrived at the gate of a 
“ery large court, where he heard a noise 
“ Whence comes this noise?” said he to Giafar 
“ This,” answered the Vizier, “is the place where mad people 
are confined Those whose madness is not dangerous are allowed 
to walk m the great court, and they have their cells or small apart- 
ments all around ” 

“Let us go in," said the Caliph “this object is also interesting 
Let us first ascertain if they arc all confined for proper reasons 
There are many people left at liberty who deserve to be confined, 
perhaps there are some here whom it would be for the interest, 
both of society and themselves, to restore to freedom Let each 
of us examine apart one of the inhabitants of this place, let us 
determme by lot which of the tliree shall begin the examination, 
and we will immediately set to work ” 

The lot decided that Mesrour should begin 
All three having entered the court, the Chief Eunuch went straight 
to the first cell He found there a man of about forty years of ag^ 
smoking a pipe with a senous aur, and leanmg his elbow on a table, 
upon which there were some papers He saluted the smoker, who 
made him a due return 

“ I suppose,” said Mesrour to him, “ that you are entrusted with 
overseeing those who make a noise m the court ? ” 

“ Overseeing,” answered the smoker, “ is a trouble from which 
I am free , I am entrusted with watchmg over myself, and that is 
quite enough ” 

“ But surely,” said Mesrour, “ you are not kept here in confine- 
ment among tlie number of mad people ? ” 

“And why should I not be kept in that character? Do you 
thmk me wiser than others? They have done me that justice, 
which they ought to do to all the inhabitants of Bagdad I cannot 
complain I was condemned by my equals, and they are so atten- 
tive as to come here every day to visit me ” 

“ I understand you,” said Mesrour : “ we have all a small grain 
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of maHnwf- How^Ter, whoi It doa not pan certain bound*, we 
are very properly allowed to enjoy onr Kbcrty It is only extra 
ordinary madnen " 

“ Ah, you are nght," interrupted the smoker “ men excise all 
then ordinary foflie*, however ndicnlocs but when any one raise* 
by his idea*, knowledge, and observation, above othen, 
he 1 * a kmd of reproadi to them for the debasement into which 
they allow themielve* to fall, and they endeavour to remove him 
&om then- Bght Thi* i* my history I knew more than the vul- 
gar anrl therefore was separated from them.* 

“In what did you exed?* mqmred Mesroui. 

“ In that saence which is the chief of all other* — astrology * 

‘ And were you m p os *e*n on of that saence?" 

“ I endeavoured after it, but my progrea wa* interrupted.* 
“You were m c or re ip oadeace with the star*, then?* 

“Yet, mdeed," 

" And by whom were you chiefly favoured ? * 

" By the moon." 

“Are you no longer b bvour with her?* 

“ Smee I have lost my liberty abe uiea me a* she pleases. She 
formerly owed me great obhgatioii*, but now the ha* forgotten 
them. She had an enotmou* wart upem her nose, of which I cured 
her. Thu* it is to me she owes that beaubiul appearance which 
you someUmei see her assume. Besidea, by causing her to go on 
her side, I saved her Crom an cdipse which wai expected by all 
the astronomeiB. At first she showed me some grabtnde but sincd 
I have been confined, if I address her m her increase, she is yet 
too weak to act m my favour if I address her when she is full, she 
IS smi o nn ded with clouds and mist but if m her wane, all her 
malignant influences axe at my service. Deflunons, rheumatiams, 
catarrhs arc showered down npon me. I endeavour actually to 
deliver myself from thii last mark of her beneficence. Ah 1 if I 
could get hold of her some day she would find that she has not 
obliged an ungrateful person.* 

“ And what will you do to get bold of her?* inquired Mesrour 
« Nothmg am bo more easy said the smoker “ifamanliko 
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you would assist me, she will come this evening at nine o’clock to 
admure herself, and to bathe m that well which you see m the 
middle of the court. I will give you my table, and you will he m 
wait. She will not suspect you , and while she is amusmg herself 
with makmg her beams play upon the water, you wall suddenly 
shut the well then we shall get hold of her It will make both 
our fortunes, and we will see how she will be put to it to justify 
her conduct” 

“ She will speak, then ? ” said Mesrour “ Shall we hear her ? ” 

I don’t say that you will hear it very distinctly,” answered the 
smoker, “but I, whose ear is by practice become so perfect as to 
be able to mark the cadence of the celestial harmony, shall not 
lose a smgle word. With respect to you, we must know how your 
ear is formed.” 

So saymg, the smoker laid down his pipe, exammed narrowly 
Mesrour’s ear, and, taking hold of it very roughly, suddenly pulled 
It with all his force, crymg out, “Your ear is too short 1 ” 

Mesrour uttered a dreadful cry One of the keepers ran up, and 
caused the astrologer to quit his hold The eunuch, holding his 
ear with both his hands, rejomed the Caliph, and related to him 
his lamentable adventure 

“I have long been persuaded,” said Haroun, smiling, “that 
those madmen who have an air of wisdom are most to be dis- 
trusted Come, Giafar,” said he to his Grand Vizier, “you are 
warned beforehand not to allow your ear to be pulled. Proceed 
to your exammabon Mesrour and I will not go far from the cell 
which you enter, that we may be at hand to assist you if there is 
occasion ” 

The Grand Vizier had already cast his eye upon a door, by the 
side of which sat an old man, with a venerable beard and an en- 
gagmg an He bggan with givmg him alms, and then saluted 
hun He appeared more attentive to the civility of the salutation 
than to the alms he had received He returned the salute, and 
made a sign to Giafar to sit down on a seat a few paces distant 
from him. 

“ You are undoubtedly come here to be mstructed, young mam” 
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laid he to him, "Yon onght to thank Heaven for having been to 
veil directed. Of what chapter in my book do you wuh to under 
ttind the text or the explanation?" 

The book, of which thia man acemed to apeak, was a am n i l 
iqoare plank of cedar, on which there were no rhnnirteri. Gia&r 
a^ed what book it waa. 

" What 1 do you not Hiitingni«h m these characten the finger of 
God, and the inspiration of the angel Gabriel? A Mossulman 
not know the divme Kxrran, nor discover m him who presenti 
BrmrHmg as he woi mspired, the great prophet Mahomet I" 
Upon tha exclamation, the Vmer rose up and withdrew 
Having jomed the Caliph, ** Commander of the Faithful " said 
he, " I have been forced to abandon my project The man whom 
I have left makea me tremble at his bla^^hemy: he aayi be is the 
Great Prophet* 

“It IS not certam that he blasphcmet,* replied the Caliph 
“ every man may call himself a prophet, provided ho proves hu 
mission by Tnir«r]^ Go arid ask hitp conceming thiif point" 
Gtaiar obeyed, and returned to his place. 

" If you are Mahomet," muI he to the old madmgn^ ** ^ho has 
put you m a place like this?” 

" My ungrateful people,* repbed the pretended prophet “They 
would not bcheve m me, and this has vexed rather than p i Tp n ved 
me, for they scaredy believe m Allah." 

" But a prophet proves his nnanon by miracles. Why have yon 
wrought none ? " 

“ My people should first have demanded them from me but 
they were afhud of bong convmced th^ sock to believe nothing.* 
"You could work miracles, then?* 

“Do you doubt tiie power of Mahomet? 

“ Work thpm immediately " 

“YonrreqtiatiluUnot borefiued. Arand to the top of thu 
ipno bj thu ooteutan- and throw joaiadf down fiom U without 
hditatton. When yon tre «t the earth, though you were in a 
thotuand piecei, with one word I will let yon upon your feet, 
itiajghter and with a better carnage than yon now haTC.* 
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“ I would rather," said Giafar as he was going away, “ beheve 
you a prophet than oblige you to prove yourself one ” 

He came and gave the Caliph an account of the proposal which 
had been made to him 

“You can learn very little," said Haroun to him, “for you will 
make no tnal " 

“ If any one vnshes to be instructed in this matter,” replied 
Giafar, “the man and the tower are there, he may try the adventure 
— I will not be jealous of his success ” 

The conversation of the Prmce and his mmisters was a little 
interrupted by some persons who accosted them One of them 
was Caliph, and came to propose Haroun's quitting his habit of 
dervish, and accepting the place of Vi 2 ier He intended to clothe 
him in a magnificent robe it was an old piece of stuff, full of 
holes, dirty, and devoured by vermin Another, with a basket full 
of nut-shells, came to sell him confections 
These short and pubhc scenes did not answer the design of 
Haroun, nor the purpose of the agreement into which he had 
entered wth his ministers It was his turn to go mto a cell, where, 
like his two companions m adventure, he might have a private con- 
versation He passed near one, which appeared larger and better 
furnished than the rest A young man, of a soft and engaging 
figure, was sitting upon a sofa, and appeared to be m deep melon 
choly he held m his hand the Koran The Caliph accosted and 
saluted him, addressing him in that kind and familiar tone which 
the robe of a dervish authonzed him to assume 

“ Young man,” said he, “ why is a man so rational as you appear 
to be, to be found among mad people ? ” 

At this question, the young man shut his book, modestly opened 
his eyes, looked at the dervish, and answered him “All the actions 
of my hfe have not been rational, I have given reason for the abuse 
which IS now made of power m keepmg me here.” 

“ And could not I,” said the dennsh, “ learn from you your his- 
tory, when you appear to be so well qualified for givmg it?” 

“Pious dervish,” answered the young man, “were you the 
Cahph, I would persuade you to sit down by me, and I would 
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open to yoa mf heart. Every dry do I beseech God to send me 
thu ecpntable Pnnee but it would save no purpose to have any 

other coufidint. You tec hcreavictim of his Grand Viaer Gufar, 

by whose onJeis I was brought hither, for a reason which appeared 
wdl fotmded, but I can dediro that there I* no reason why I 
riwuld be ttill detained, and witboct the support of rchgwn, I 
tbould sink under the weight of my misforlnne and the horror ol 
my Btuxtion." 

The Caliph was greatly Mtonisbed to hear so reasonable and 
connected a discoone. He called Giaiu and Mesrour, and re- 
peated what he bod heard. The Grand Vmer attentively con 
ndered the young man, and tssored the Cabph that the prisoner 
and his hut^ wa:e totally unknown to him. Haroun s curiosity 
grew sticmger, and made hen anxious to hear Ms butory He 
entered the cell with that freedom which dervishes gcncjaUy use, 
and tat down besde the supposed victun of Giafafs orders 
** UMortuoate young non,* said he to him, **yw know that 
people of my character have many pnnleges, and especially that 
of approaching the great, and of speaking to them the truth. The 
Commander of the Faithful is to us of aB men the easiest of apf;^ i 
depend upon my teal , it may be poanble for me to serve you , 
you wiQ entrust your misfartuoes to a prudent ear and to a soul 
truly chantable.** 

The young man again sighed, mused a short time, shed some 
tears, and thus began his history i 
“ My name is Haledulbe, and my lather is syndic of the trade 
of Bagdad. One evening he invited to supper the prmapal mcr 
chants m the aty each of whom brought wiih him his ddeat son. 
After the repast, which wu plentiful and gay the guests began to 
coovme conceming the disposal of tbor children. 

“ One had sent his son to » foreign counting house , another 
had entrusted to hii a. vessel foil of rocfchandue, a thud had given 
up a certain branch of hia trade. In short, it appeared from what 
I heard, that all my contempotanes were either advantageously 
placed or settled in life. After fiiUy of diflertnt 

arrangements, the company retired. 
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“ Remaining behind with my father, I observed to him, that 
though the son of the first m our profession, I alone was unem- 
ployed He allowed the force of the observation, and proposed 
that I should open a warehouse of whatever goods I chose, m one 
of the quarters of Bagdad 

“ This proposal was agreeable to my inchnation for trade and 
independence I accepted it , and next day was put into posses- 
sion of a large assortment of the most beautiful Persian and Indian 
stuffs I had slaves who were skilled in trade, and who relieved 
me of the troublesome part of the business 

“ Bemg surrounded during the day with all the nobility of Bag- 
dad, with whom 1 had an opportunity of getting acquainted, I 
returned m the evening to my father’s house In the management 
of my business I led a very active and busy hfe — a life, in short, 
agreeable to my own taste My father often visited me in my 
shop, and was pleased to see the concourse of virtuosi and custo- 
mers of both sexes He never received anything uncommon from 
abroad but he was happy to send it to me, the manager of his 
own trade had orders to that purpose 

“ I was one day surrounded with a great many people m my 
countmg-house, when two women of a fine external appearance 
came m Civility made the other customers give place , and one 
of the two women put aside her veil sufl&ciently to discover charms 
which dazzled the sight 

“ They sat dmvn upon a sofa, asked for the richest stuffs, bar- 
gained with me, and bought them for three thousand crowns By 
this bargain, from calculation, I was a gamer of five hundred crowns 
The goods were folded up, and, by the orders of one of the women 
who appeared mistress, were earned away by slaves I was pre- 
parmg to hold out my hand for payment, when the young lady 
began to speak 

“ ‘ Halechalbe,’ said she to me, * I have brought no money with 
me , but be not uneasy about what is owmg to you ; I wiU return 
m a few days and bnng it with me, at which time I mtend to make 
very considerable purchases from you.’ 
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“ * The other woman then spoke. 

“ htadam, said she, 'do yon speak to a son of tlie chief of 
trade, a man of acknowledged opolence, and whose worth Is known 
to the Cahph himself, as if yoa supposed that be would not rexkon 
It an honour to give so tnll^g a credit to a lady like yon?’ 

"The discoorse of thia woman, the impression made upon me 
by the beautiful eyes of her mtstteaa, ux consequence of the de> 
rangement of her veil, and my natural timidity, prevented me not 
only from ventunng to ask payment, but even from insuting to 
know the name of the lady to whom 1 gave credit She left me, 
after talubng me m a very graceful manner, and 1 remained at my 
door hxed like a post, without the precaution to cau s e a 

slave to follow her, and observe the place of her abode. 

' ^Vhen I was alone, the imprudence of which 1 had been guilty 
presented itself to my mind in the strongest colours. To whom 
bad I given my goods? Could I Ibrgct, after the lessons 1 had 
received from my father, that Bagdad swarmed with adventurers, 
who could appear In any form and assume any tone? Everythmg, 
even the beautiful eyes which the had allowed me to see, then be* 
came suspioous. X believed myself cheated out of my goods, and 
returned to my father’s house, trembUng for the reproaches which 
I thought I had brought upon mytdL 
" My mother soon perceived my distress. She well knew how 
to draw from me a confetsioa of the cause, and endeavoured, os 
much as she could, to calm my apprehensions. 

" The merchant who knows not how to lose, said she, 'deserves 
not to gam. If you are embarrassed in your accounts with your 
father my purse will supply the defect 
" I returned next day to my shop, hurt at being doped and at 
the loss which I had sustained. I h^ come hopes, however that 
the lady would return, but the evening came, and she bad not 
made her appearance. This unhappy day was followed by two 
others of the same kind, and my mother saw my increase, 

without bemg able to give it any relleC 
" In vain did she tell me that the would supply this loss out of 
hex own purse, and that 1 should consider what had happened to 
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me as a useful misfortune, for it was only by expenence that man 
could learn wisdom 

“ All her discourses were in vam nothing could console me for 
having allowed myself to be cheated by a pair of fine eyes, by mere 
compliment and show , my vanity, which was hurt, tormented my 
soul 

“ On the fourth day the unknown lady at last came to my shop, 
and threw a large purse upon my counter 

“ ‘ Fair young man,’ said she, ‘ I brmg you your money , see if 
the account is nght* 

“ At this desuable and unexpected sight my fears and anxieties 
vanished, and I felt myself suddenly recover new life 

“ The unknown lady caused other stuffs to be brought to her She 
chose some of them, and earned firom my shop goods to the value 
of three hundred pieces of gold. In my enthusiasm I would have 
given her credit for two thousand As soon as she was gone I re- 
turned to ray mother, and now showed as much joy as formerly 
I had shown sorrow and dejection. I related to her the lucky ad- 
venture of the day, and perceived the full force of the reasoning 
which till that time she had made use of in vam, to persuade me 
that in trade he who never vaitures ca7i never gam 

“ In short, respectable dervish, I continued to deal in the same 
manner with the unknown lady, who always earned firom my shop 
stuffs worth more money than she left m it, till she was owing me 
about ten thousand crowns, equal to all the profit which I had 
been able to make m my different bargams ivith her 

“ One day, after opemng my shop, I was scarcely seated on my 
sofa when an aged woman came and accosted me I thought she 
wanted some robes or stuffs, and proposed to show them to her 
“ ‘ No, my son,’ answered she, ‘ I am entrusted with a commis- 
sion of much greater importance I come from the young lady who 
owes you ten thousand croivns I do not brmg you payment, but 
I am charged by her to teU you that you became her merchant m 
preference to every other of the same profession at Bagdad, only 
because her heart granted you a preference of another kind In 
short, she is beautiful, young, and nch, and offers you her hand m 
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suimgc. If yon find it tgreeAblo to enter into thk engagement 
after yon hare seen and conversed with her, no other dowry is re* 
qmred tKan the ten thousand crowns m which she stands indebted 
to yoa if you do not agree to it, the money shall instantly be paid 
down. Bat you mast reeolve to follow me, that you may have it m 
yoGT power to know whether the a&ir is agreeable to your wishes. 

** Darmg this discourse of the old woman, a flame, to which I 
was till then quite a stranger penetrated through my veins, and 
the hope which was now snggested having increased its violence, I 
soon felt the fire of love boming in my heart. The beantifal eyes 
of the lady from the first moment I beheld them, had so daisied 
and blinded me concetning my real inlemst, that I allowed bar to 
carry oft my goods without knowing how I should receive pay 
ment for them. Though, m the visits which she afterwards made 
me, her veil had iHiolIy concealed the feamres of her counteiunce, 
jet the fulness of her dreu could not conceal the elegance of her 
stotnie, the gra c e fiilo esa of her motioos, the exquisite form of her 
foot, and the extraotdinaiy beauty of her bands. Bendea, she 
ducted mth me about the pnee with so much courtesy and with 
sach an angehc voices that she never left my shop wnhoot carrying 
away something more than my goods , but I did not well know 
what it was. Scarcely hod she left my shop, when I felt mysdf 
extremely uneasy said to myself, This is a cfmrpip^g Ixdy t »r>(j 
t hen fdl mto a long state of profound thoughtfulness. 

When the old woman hod informed me that the unknown lady 
was in love with me, my passion mmeased to a desperate height 
I onlercd my slaves to shut up my shop , and, havmg desned 
them to ten my &ther and mother that I was gmng to enjoy my 
self with tome of my friends, m a garden at some distance from 
the oty, before I rctamed hornet I pul myself under the d nrrtio n 
of the old woman. 

“ You will never repent, gaid she, as we went along, * of having 
put confidence in me; but you roust stiD give me another proof 
of iL If the lady is not agreeable to you, if you do not accept 
the proposals which the is to make, and consequently a separation 
takes place it is proper that she should remain always unknown. 
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Her delicacy requires this , and I was ordered to put a covering 
over your eyes, that you may not be able to discover the house to 
which you are gomg ’ 

“I readily agreed to this condition, and we withdrew under 
a portico, where, being concealed by tivo advanced pillars, she 
covered my eyes with a very thick silk handkerchief She made 
me turn three or four times round on my heel , then took me by 
the hand, and caused me to -walk by her side for a full quarter of 
an hour We suddenly stopped I heard her knock at a door, 
which opened, and, as soon as we had entered, immediately shut. 

“I was m a short time restored to the use of my eyes, and 
committed to the care of two female slaves of remarkable beauty 
and nchness of dress They conducted me through seven doors, 
at the end of which I was received by fourteen other slaves, whose 
figures were so striking, and whose dress so magnificent, that I 
was dazzled with beholding them I was now m a superb apart- 
ment, where everything was marble, jasper, or nch gildmg My 
adventure had so much the appearance of a dream, that, though 
my eyes were open, I could scarcely be convinced that I was 
really awake The old woman, who had still followed me, went 
out for an mstant, and soon returned, accompanied by a slave, 
who brought breakfast upon a large golden plate. I sat down to 
refiresh myself 

“Wlnle I was satisfying my hunger, the old woman counted 
doivn upon a table the ten thousand crowns which were owing 
to me ‘ There is your whole sum,’ said she. ‘ Be not uneasy 
that my mistress does not yet appear The law commands, and 
decency requires, that you should not see one another before the 
contract is made.’ 

“Before she had done speaking, a Cadi appeared, with ten 
persons in his tram. I arose to salute him, when the old woman, 
addressmg the laivyer, said to him, 

“ ‘ The young lady who is to be married to this merchant has 
chosen you for her guardian do you agree to accept the office ? ’ 

“ The Cadi rephed, * that he reckoned himself highly honoured 
by the choice which had been made of him.’ 
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« He unmediately drew op the contract, and got it ngned by 
the witnenes whom he had bronght with hnn. After partaking 
of an ample collatioD which was served np to him and his atten* 
dants, and having been presented with a m ag nifi c en t dress and 
three hundred sequins, he retired, dhaxging the old woman to beg 
her muftreis to accept his thanka 

^ I was so astonished at what I saw, that when the Cadi went 
away, I made a motion to follow hin^, without perceiving that I 
left my money behind, 1 was prevented by the old woman, who 
made me nt down again. 

“ * Are yon mad ? said sha ‘ Need I inform you that the mar 
nage follows the contract? Com^ be wner and remain qmet till 
night, when everything wUl be ready for the completion of the 
ceremony 

** I continued m the hall, where a great nomber of slaves were 
attentive to every motion and ready to antiapate every wish. I 
was m a very extraordinary state of mind. The power of that 
feeling which had nude me run to last with my eyes blindfolded 
was no longer felt, and love remained fixed at the bottom of my 
bent, astonished at the hixnry with whidi 1 was snirounded, and 
the ceremony of extraordinary maimge. 

“Towards the evening, a magnificent repast was served np, ao 
compamed with all kinds of confecdons, and exqmute wmes, which 
I nsM very spanngly As soon as I made a signal for thwn to re- 
move the dishes, the old woman took me by the hand, and con- 
ducted me to the bath. I was there received by eight slaves, 
dressed m silk, who wrapped me m stuS of the same ma tfinal, 
entered into the water with me, and served me with all th^t respect 
Tift attention which c&uld have been paid to the Caliph hrm^-Jf , 

“ Imagme, O respectable dervish, my astomshment it almost 
deprived me of my senses I 1 was soon drawn from it, however, by 
the appearance of twenty female alavei, beantiful and well dressed. 
Some held flsmheinx, and other pots fbll of exquisite perfiimea, 
the sweet odour of which, mmglcd with that of the wood of aloes, 
which served to warm the bath, embalmed the air and raised an 
agreeable vapour to the very roof of the apartment. 

n 
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“From these delights I was earned to the enjoyment of others. 
Twenty slaves went before me, and conducted me into a magmfi 
cent apartment , I sat down on a sofa covered with cloth of gold. 
I was there attended by the most melodious music, which was at 
the same time so cheerful and lively, and so fitted to mspire delight, 
that I could not help feeling a little reanimated The slaves at 
length proposed to conduct me into tlie apartment destmed for 
the celebration of the nuptials 

“I arose A great door opened, and I beheld the person 
approach who had marked me out for her husband, preceded by 
twenty other slaves, whom she alone could surpass in beauty At 
the sight of her I remained almost senseless , but this first im- 
pression instantly g.ave place to love , and my passion at length 
assumed over me that power, which even at this day makes me, 
every moment of my life, endure torments worse than death 

“ The beautiful stranger, preceded by her twenty slaves, and I 
attended by the same number, went into the grand apartment pre- 
pared for our nuptials, and there sat down together on the same 
sofa The old woman then appeared at the head of four slaves, 
and brought us, on golden plates, different refreshments, exquisite 
confections, and fruit of all kinds, which we mutually presented 
to one another After this, the service disappeared, and ive re- 
mained alone 

“ I was almost trembling, when the lovely unknown lady took 
me by the hand to encourage me 

“ ‘ Halechalbe,' said she, ‘ since the day when cunosity first led 
me mto your shop I have loved you , and the same sentiment has 
firequently earned me back, under pretence of cheapenuig and pur- 
chasmg goods The little intercourse we have had together has 
given me an opportunity of knowing you , and my liking for you 
has so much increased as to make me ambitious of bemg umted 
to you for life Can you think of saciificing your liberty? ' 

“ ‘ Madam,’ answered I, ‘ from tlie first moment you appeared 
m my sight, your diarms faded not to produce tlieur effect I never 
saw you without feeling an unaccountable disorder, mixed, how- 
ever, with the sweetest pleasure You never left me without oo« 
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M€inn^ng tto mo*t Uvcly rcgTct: I expected you erery day, and 
my tboughti were mcemntly occupied about your image. I dared 
not avow my pamon to myself but amce you haro confessed your 
regard for me, 1 swear to you, that nothing can equal the strength 
of my love, and that the sacrifice of liberty is nothing to one who 
'Touid give ha life for yotir sake. 

** ‘ Halechalbe, said she, truth ■ccmi to flow fixun your bps 
spare your hfe , it is essential to my happiness but if we are to 
be united for lA, attend to the coniLtioas upon which I will yield 
my heart. My name and rant must remain unknown to you until 
the steps I am now taking shall have enabled me pnbhdy to ac- 
knowledge you for my husband. You shall make no inquuy withm 
this place for the purpose of ‘getting information, and the door of 
the home shall be opened only once a year. 

« < O madam,' said I * I will keep sflcnce , I will remain igno- 
rant I win never leave the house 

" Stop, said she, I have a still more severe condition to impoee 
upon you u I give myself whoDy b3 you, it is reasonable that you 
should be wholly mina My slaves axe become youn, and will obey 
you m everything , but you must not speak to than, except to re- 
quire then semcea. If you condescend to use the small cat fiuni 
banty with any oue of them, farther than mere expressons of kind- 
ness, if 1 must discover to you a part of my character I am 

inclmed to be jealous and if you make me the subject of this fatal 
pflssion, 1 know not how for my resentment may cany me against 
yon, 

« * Take courage, said I, * my adorable spouse the strength of 
my passi on seemea you from every miiiscretion on my part I 
should die with vexation were I capable of displeasing you , but I 
am not afraid that I will ever be so unlucky as to give you offence. 

“The unknown lady burst mto tears when she saw the frunk 
ness and air of s meerit y witii which my protestationa were accom 
p a nird . ‘ Halechalbe/ said she, wo will now be united but hod 
you hesitated about acceptmg them, I would have sacrificed my 
happmen to my delicacy and we would have separated for ercr 
“ 1 tcu d eri y embraced her, and she famted ewaw in mv «bjs. 




324 HALECHALBE AND THE UNKNOWN LADY. 


A slave was called, and she, the idol of my heart, after a time 
opened her beautiful eyes, and with rapture I beheld them turned 
towards me. 

“ I pass over the remaining events of my mamage, because they 
cannot be interesting to you, and tlie remembrance of them is 
still the torment of my life 

“ I was so enchanted by my passion, that I spent a fortnight m 
total forgetfulness of the whole world besides, and I will confess, 
to my shame, that I even omitted the most essential of all duties, 
for I never once thought of the uneasiness of ray father and mother 
on my account At last, by little and little, nature resumed her 
rights, and I began to think seriously of the gnef which I must 
have occasioned to my affectionate parents I uttered some sighs, 
which proceeded from the bottom of my heart , and the distress 
of my mind appeared m my countenance My wife, who possessed 
great discernment, soon perceived the change which I underivent, 
got from me the secret, took an interest m my pain, and pointed 
out the method of being delivered from its attacks 

‘“Dear Halechalbe,' said she, ‘I commend you for your attach- 
ment to your father and mother they are dear to me on your 
account We have given ourselves laws, but, as we are the judges, 
we must not allow them to do injury to nature You will go to 
see your parents, spend a week with them, and also resume your 
busmess There axe many reasons for so doing First of all, it 
will serve as a cloak to hide our mamage, and ivill furnish you 
with an opportunity of being present or absent at pleasure, ivith- 
cut occasionmg any suspicion of our mamage. It will likewise 
enable you to acquire, by your civij, frank, and generous dealmgs, 
the pubhc esteem, which will one day be of great advantage to us, 
for we hve under the government of a Caliph who has ears every- 
where, and who likewise makes very good use of his oivn Go, 
then, and my heart will accompany you wherever you are if it 
could be rendered visible, you would see it contmually fluttenng 
around you Besides, you will be under my hand we have our 
trusty old woman, by whose means you will have the satisfaction 
of hearing me spoken of, and I shaU have that of being mforraed 
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of yonr welfare, ind communicmting to you my wiihea. Abore 
■11^ added ihe, ai our marriage cannot be concealed from your 
parenta, charge them to keep it a profound lecret 

“Night was beginning to come on when thu discourae waa 
ended , and my wiib ordered the old woman to blindfold me, and 
conduct me out of the gates of the palace till I waa under the 
portico where 1 had first lubmitted to this operation. As soon 
ai my gmde had restored to me the nse of my eyes, I flew with 
all speed to my fiaher's house. A neighbouring lady was just 
entering it. She discorered me by the light of a shop before which 
I passed. 

“ Halechalbe! ciclaimed ih^ 'what 1 is it you? Do not show 
yourself to unexpectedly to yonr mother. Retire for a few minutes 
into my house, and m the meantime my hniband will go and m 
form her of your return. She is m the utmost distress and despair 
at yonr loss , and the joy occasioned by your sadden and ones 
pected retam might be pxiducbTe of fatal consequences. 

“ Whence come you, wicked young man? said she, u soon 
u ihe had sat down, How could yoa let your worthy pareuta 
continue ignorant of what had become of you?’ 

“Not hanng a itory ready made for the first mqmsitiTe person 
I should meet^ and it bemg necessary to conceal my mamage 
from CTCiybody, I was rery much at a loss what answer to give. 
But 1 made it up by presence of mmd, and was obliged to have 
recourse to a he. 

“ I am astonuhed, madam, answered I, ' to hear you of 
the vexation which I have ocbuioned to my parents. Having met 
with an opportunity of gomg to Balsora, where I had a very urgent 
and important examination to take against one of my most con 
aderable debtors, and not having a moment to lose, I set out 
without bemg able to inform roy fiuher of my departure. I dis- 
pa tc hed an express as soon as it was m my power but same 
acadent must have befallen him, as no news have been received 
of me. 

“ The lady was satisfied with the excuse. 

“‘All Bagdad, however, said she, 'supposed you dead, 
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moreover, magnificently buried, for a superb funeral was givfn 
you yesterday I will relate the whole affair to you, when once my 
husband has prepared our neighbours for again seeing m good 
health the son whom they believed dead ’ 

“ The husband having with great pleasure undertaken the com- 
imssion, the woman returned to her recital 

“ ‘ Your slave informed your father and mother that you were to 
spend the remainder of the day and the night in a garden mth 
your friends This prevented them from being uneasy dunng that 
evenmg and next day j but on the following days all the merchants 
of Bagdad were m search of you Messengers were sent to all 
the gardens in the neighbourhood of the city, to the woods, and 
to a great distance m the country As you were nowhere to be 
found, and nobody had observed you, it was conjectured that you* 
had fallen into one of those snares which are too common at Bag- 
dad, where young people without knowledge and expenence find 
death m the very cup of pleasure 

‘“Your father and mother tore their hair through gnef, your 
family and fhends went mto mourning Some kind of consolation 
was supposed to be derived from the pretended funeral, which all 
the mourners m Bagdad were hired to attend, but where many real 
tears were shed Every person was affected with the distress of 
your parents ’ 

“ This recital, O virtuous dervish I made me very uneasy I per- 
ceived the dreadful consequences of forgetting myself and my duty, 
and I always considered my misfortunes, and the distraction of 
mind which was the consequence thereof, as a punishment from 
Heaven, because, m the arms of love, I was unmindful of the sacred 
obhgations of nature 

“ After our neighbour had related that part of my history which 
It was necessary I should know, she rose up 

It is now time,’ said she, ‘ to appear my husband must already 
have announced you, go, and confirm the account which he has 
given of your return ’ 

“I then entered my father’s house, and it is impossible to de- 
scnbe his joy, much less that of my mother, who famted away m 
my arms. 
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^ Whatl' ttidiriyfathcri yoa are rctnnied from Balsora? Pool 
I the lo3» yon might haYC sostamed was not nearly equal m 
my estimation to the danger which yon have run and the fatigues 
you huTe undergone. 

** Father nid I, Btfll keeping up before the neighbours the 
story which I had thought it convement to adopt, 1 know not 
whether our corr esp ondent is to fail, but I will dehrer to you 
securities sufficient to remOTO every fear There is a diamond to 
put m your turban here is one for the hilt of your poniard, another 
for the handle of your sotoitar and a bracelet for my mother I 
believe that this is a fhli equivalent for the sum which wemay lose 
by him. 

“They again embraced roe, without askmg any further cxplana 
Uon , the weeds of moumuig aoon disappeared, and every one was 
dres^ m hia festival robea. The boose was filled with music a 
thousand tapers shed their light* ®nd the friends of my father and 
mother assembled to enjoy a splendid entertainment The evening 
and night were spent by the company in amusement and joy 

» Next monung I thought it my duty to eradicat e firom the mmd 
of my parents those opinions which in order to deceive the public, 
prudence had made me establish the evening before. 1 related to 
them the orcumitances of my mamage, and besought them to 
keep it secret, as my happmess depended on its bang concealed. 
Everything mcreased then astonishment, and the nch jewels which 
I had brought them from my wife were speaking proofa 

‘ ' Ho must have momed the daughter of a genie, said my 
mother 

“ ‘ Such nuptials, said my father ‘ are celebrated without a Cadu 
They knew not what to thmk but th^ saw me happy, and 
they were latiificdL 

‘ I proposed to my parents to resume my trade. They were 
delighted to find that fortune had not deprived me of economy 
and diligence, and next day I a gain appeared m my shop. The 
quarter m which I lived eipretwd their happmess at seeing me 
again. Ai I was no longer directed by the hope of gim, I was 
perfectly easy and dumterested m my dealings, and brought to ray 
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shop all the people of Bagdad. In the evening I returned as usual 
to my father’s house. 

“On the evening preceding the seventh day, I informed my 
father that I was again to disappear. He endeavoured to get my 
place filled up by an intelligent clerk, who was bound to conduct 
hmiself according to my pnnciples It was easy to account for my 
bemg a second time absent, by pretending that I had some busi- 
ness abroad 

“ On the seventh day, towards evening, the old woman came 
gnd informed me that my wife was waiting impatiently for my 
amval As I was equally impatient to rejoin her, I needed no 
entreaties to persuade me to follow my guide The same mystery 
^ before was still observed m conducting me to the palace, where 
my presence was expected, and I was received at the first door by 
my charming wife, who loosened the bandage wth her own hands 
“ I passed another fortnight, still happier than the former, m 
those enjoyments which mutual love bestows, and amid those 
delights, pleasures, and amusements which the eager ivishes and 
nches of ray spouse could bnng together At the conclusion of 
this penod, which seemed very short, I returned to ray father’s 
house, and afterwards to my business My parents received me 
with the greatest affection , but scarcely did I enjoy it before I 
sighed for the return of the seventh day, when the old woman 
would come to blindfold me, and conduct me to an abode which 
I now considered as a celestial Paradise 

“My wife appeared to feel with equal force the pangs of separa- 
tion Dunng my absence from the palace, the only method which 
she pursued to divert her attention was to play upon a musical 
mstrument, or to sing in concert with her slaves 

“ One day, durmg my absence, while my mistress and her slaves 
were smgmg my praises and our loves, Zaliza, one of the slaves, 
hearmg a couplet in praise of my fidehtj^ affected to drop her lute, 
as if through impatience, and did not take it up again 

“ ‘ AVhy,’ said my spouse, ‘ do you leave your lute lymg upon the 
ground ? ’ 

“ ‘ I cannot smg the fidelity of men,* answered Zaliza, ' for I do 
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not believe iL Halechalbc,* continacd ihe, 'u voy amable, he 
tindoabtedly love* yoc, and who would not ? Bat I do not beheve 
that his afection is equal to joun, or that he Is more laithful than 
mother: of this I can give proofii whcnCTcr they arc required.' 

These base •nd perfidious words infiised the most fatal Jealousy 
mto the heart of my spouse she gave me no opportunity, however, 
of perceiving that she eatertoincd any suspioons. At the tune fixed 
between us, I returned to my father’s house and my ordinary bun* 
ness, and when I went back to the lady 1 was received as kindly 
and affectionately os before. 

" One day I was m my shop when, about two hours before the 
usual time of the old womau s amval to conduct me to my spouse, 
the public carer proclaimed m the street a golden censer set with 
diamonds, to be sold for two thousand seqmns. I ordered a slave 
to call the cner 

"M7ho ts the proprietor of that censer? said 1 to him. 

" ' It belongs, answered he, * to a young lady whom you behold 
there at the same tune he pointed out a handsome and well 
dressed woman, and 1 desired bun to bid her speok with me. 

“ The woman took the censer fiom the cner, gave him a reward, 
and advanced towards me. 

“'Madam, said I, smee this censer belongs to you, I know 
where to place it, will you allow mo to have it? 

“'Since It pleases you, Halechalbc, said the lady, 'it is yours, 
md 1 demand uothmg b return. 

“ I am not accustomed, answered 7, ‘ to make such bargains. 

" Nor I said the lady, to enjoy the happmess of making a 
present to the most amiable and best beloved of bis sex. I have 
OTitinned she, ‘for a long time past frequented your shop, unob- 
served, alts I by you , but your figure and your manners enchanted 
me, and still enchant me more and more. Since the pleases 
you, I reckon myself very fortunate m having U b my power to 
present you with it 

" ‘ I rccovo your present, madam,* said I, ‘ if you will accept 
from me Us value. 

“ ‘ Sflver and gold, said ih^ 'are of no account m ray estima» 
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tion. The love which I bear you has deprived me of repose • do 
not treat me with cruel disdain A liking for me v.ould do )0U no 
dishonour, for, thank God I 1 may be proud of my descent But 
if, despised by you, I cannot aspire to the highest marks of >our 
affection, let me have a single kiss, and the cenber shall be jiours ’ 

“*I cannot agree,’ replied I, ‘that >ou should make so bad a 
bargain. Take your money, or keep your censer A kiss is no 
tradmg price.' 

‘“It IS beyond price,’ answered the lady, ‘to one who dies of 
love I brought not this censer here to sell, but to give it to you, 
accept it at the price mentioned, and you will save my life ’ 

“Venerable dervish, I will confess my weakness, and declare 
that I was gained over by these flattering praises and this language 
of love I had no suspicions, and was unable to discover the fea- 
tures of the lady through her veil Overcome by self-love more 
than by her entreaties, I retired into a dark part of tlic shop, and 
presented my cheek, but instead of kissing it, she bit it with 
such force as made me cry out, and I was left alone with the 
censer m my hand, my cheek bathed in blood, and my counte- 
nance totally disfigured The blood was at length stopped, but I 
was unable to allay the swellmg or remove the marks of her cruel 
teeth 

“ At this moment the old woman came for me, and appeared 
surprised at the situation in which she beheld me I intended to 
tell her that I had fallen upon a piece of broken glass, and I w'as 
ready to give the same account to my spouse But the treacherous 
Zaliza had previously informed her of the whole matter It was 
she who had played me that base tnck, and she had no doubt re- 
ported It to my spouse m such a manner as to make me appear 
much more guilty than I really was VTien I arrived at the palace, 
instead of bemg received as formerly by an eager and affectionate 
wife, I fell into the power of an enraged and implacable judge 

“ ‘What has hurt your cheek?' was the first question proposed 
by my wife as soon as I was before her I was about to tell her 
of the pieces of glass, but she interrupted me wnth asking, ‘whence 
I got the censer which I held m my hand ? ' 
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“ * It cost me two thomand teqotns,* said I, stammcnag. 
“‘Laarl’ replied my spoose, her ^Cf iniuned wiOl nific, *it 
cost yoQ much more the account of it u on your dietk. Vile 
tad base man 1 you haTO made a trade of your love, but you shall 
pay for your iniamoQS coodocL Mongen, said sh^ address* 
mg her first cimaefa, Met him be beheaded. 

Mongea bad already seued me, when the old woman, our coo* 
fidante, threw herself at the £eet of her mutren 

** * Oh, madam I * the, * do not comrmt such a enme , do 

not expose yourself to remorse which you irill be unable to top* 
port 

" The behaviour of the old slave brought my wife to reflection. 
She appeared to meditate a Uule, and then, changing her opuuon, 
order^ me to receive the baatmado. IVhUe Mongen was cze* 
eating her ngoroos orders, which 1 endeavoured to bear without 
compUiQiDg, the seued a muccal instrument, and made the chords 
resound with an air which expressed a muture of jealoos rage and 
malignant taUstacoon. 

" The pam I suffered totally deprived me of feeling , and 1 did 
not recover dU I was m my father's house, placed upon a bed 
suiTOunded by the whole fiunDy, and attended hj pbysickns, who 
were employed In proamng me rdieC I had be« earned away 
after the fiual exeenboa of my wifes orders, and left on the thres* 
bold of my father’s door 

** It was nx weeks before I re co v er ed from the consequences of 
the severe treatment I had undergone. At the end of this nme, 
when I was again able to be out of bed my fiither Ined to 
my confidence, and I concealed not the smallest mrcumstaacc of 
my last adventure. 

“ O Heaven I said he, 'you arc united, my son, to a monster 
of onelty and injustice. 

" Do not say so, fatherf exdalmed I: <my wife, I must con- 
fess, was cruel, but she thought she had reason to complain, and 
I was wanting in my duty to her, even when she loaded me with 
kindness and affectW I find I still adore her, and that my 
love is increased by the consoouancss of my <Vnl^ jme] by the fear 
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of a final separation. Ah I would that I were admitted to be the 
lowest of her slaves ! ' 

“‘You have not the feelings of a man/ said my father* ‘knou 
the dignity of your sex. I cannot determine to what kind of a 
being you have been united by the ceremony of a contract. 1 
should suppose it entirely whimsical, if so strong proofs, and parti- 
cularly the last, had not been given us of its reality Be ashamed, 
that a man like you, who are well descended, and who might hive 
aspired to a connection with the best families in Bagdad, has been 
burned away by a foolish passion to so extraordinary and unequal 
a connection as that which you have now formed Forget your 
disgraceful passion ’ 

“Every word which my father uttered, by way of infective 
against my mamage and my wife, was a dagger to m> heart 

“‘I shall one day discover this abominable creature,’ added he. 
* I will bring an information against her before the Caliph, who will 
put It out of her power to make further nctims ’ 

“ Instead of seconding my father’s resentment, my heart revolted 
against his plans of revenge, and placed itself betwixt him and my 
cruel but charming spouse 

“This disposition of mind, in spite of the assistance of medicine, 
soon injured ray health, and deranged my undersLanding I be- 
came thoughtful and melancholy, refused every means of consola- 
tion, gneved my too affectionate parents, and was a torment to all 
the domestics Nothing could be prepared to my taste, and I 
constantly blamed the unskilfulness of the cooks 

“ One of them came one day to justify his conduct. 

“ ‘ See/ said I, overturning the table, and treading the dishes 
under my feet, ‘ there is the estimation in which I hold ) our skill 
and diligence I ’ 

“As he wanted to make a reply, I threw myself upon him to give 
him a hearty beating. His cnes and screams soon brought my 
mother, who wished to tear from me the person at whom I was 
offended. She even ventured to add blows to her reproofs , and, 
m the blmdness of my fury, I unfortunately struck her When my 
father arrived, he was not more prudent, and I was at length put in 
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I recollect tKat, haying put my hand acros* my mouth, it 
Trai covered with foam. Inihoit, 1 lost my recollection, and only 
recovered it to behold myself an Inhabitant of this mournful abode. 
I Aen learned that I wai kept here by order of Gia£ir, the Grand 
Viner. 

' Many months hare now lapsed since I groaned a mUerablo 
captive m this place. I have now rec o vered soundness of mind, 
in consequence of the solitude, but more especially the opportunity 
of indulging my unfortunate passion which I here enjoy without 
hearmg the person whom 1 will ever love loaded with uupreca 
tions. 

“ Here, O respectable dervish 1 I am swayed by sadness, and 
not by passion, and can discover in myself nothing Sox which I 
ought to be detained in this hospital, hly fnends, it would appear, 
have forgotten me j but it is the duty of the Grand Vmer whose 
orders are here followed, to Inspect ibis place, and endeavour to 
bring back to me my parents, since I only offended by one 6t of 
madness, and have now sufficiently recover^ my reason to regulate 
my conduct This, venerable dervish. Is the whole of my history 
All my consolation is the Koran, and the hope that tome time or 
other the Commander of the Foithfiil, who wi^es to see everything 
himself, will direct ha steps towards this mournful abode. I ask 
thu from Allah a hundred times a day , but, alas I my tnpplica> 
boos have never reached his throne.” 

" Cease not to pray my dear son, rephed the Cahph ** you 
win toon know the efficacy thereof and your request will be 
heard.” 

After these words of consolation, Haroun returned with Glafar 
and Mesroor to the palace. 

« What think you,” said the Prince to the companions of hli 
idventurci, "of the story whidi has now been rdated? You were 
at hand, and must have heard everything which was spoken.” 

"I think,” Slid Giafar, “that thu young man, of whom I never 
heard before, though he acooes me of bemg the cause of hli mis- 
fortunes, has been employmg hu bventlon to relate to you a col 
kcUoQ of dreams or falsehoods.” 
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“ It IS impossible that everything can be false m his relation,” 
replied the Cahph , “and I command you to thmk on the means of 
ascertammg the truth To-monow I e\pect to hear from you.” 

Next day the Grand Vizier gave an account of the plan which 
he had devised for discovering what trust was to be placed in the 
history and complaints of Halechalbe 

“ Those people,” said the minister, “ who are deranged in their 
mmd, are never consistent m then accounts Let your Highness 
therefore order the young man to be brought before you , and if 
he repeats his long story in the same connection he did yesterday, 
and ivithout varying its circumstances, it ivill then be proper to 
make the necessary inquines for ascertammg the truth of the facts " 
The Vizier’s opinion was highly approved of, and orders were 
mstantly given to go for Halechalbe 

When the young man was at the foot of the throne, the Caliph 
thus addressed him “ Halechalbe, I have been informed that you 
have been confined in a madhouse, by a series of the most extra- 
ordinary adventures recover your spmts, and be assured that I 
am anxious to do justice to all my subjects But in the relation I 
demand from you, omit no circumstance, and consider the respect 
which IS due to truth and to my presence ” 

Halechalbe, seeing the prediction of the dervish fulfilled, being 
mspired with confidence and affected with his subject, agam began 
his history, and made not the smallest variations, even m the ex- 
pressions 

Giafar was obliged to own that the recital which he had tivice 
heard bore very stnkmg marks of veracity His sole object now 
was to discover Halechalbe’s beloved but cruel enemy, in order 
to procure justice from her towards her mjured husband j and lus 
sagacity soon suggested the steps which were proper to be taken. 

By callmg together all the Cadis m Bagdad, in order to learn 
by whom the contract had been drawn up, the affaur would be in 
danger of being divulged, without resolving the difficulty Bor, if 
any of them had, contrary to law, draivn up a contract of so extra- 
ordinary a nature, he would not readily confess it , and besid es, a 
man might have been suborned to act the part. 
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If Halechilbe’i father wu recoodled to him, and pmtuded 
again to entrust his ton with the management of hu trad e , it was 
probable that the old woman would bo going about him, were it 
only from cnnosityj and ^les, properiy placed, might apprehend 
her ajkd force her to disdote the name of her mistress. 

Ihe Caliph approred the scheme, and the syndic was mimed i- 
atdy sent for Thu onfoittmate father, still stipposmg that tus 
son was totally deranged m hit mmd was greatly aitoniihed to 
find m hu cmnpony at the foot of the Cahph s throne, and 

idll more to see Ealei^be treated by Haionn with the kindest 
attention. 

Upon the hist proposal of a reconciliation made by the Grand 
Vizier the father stretched oat his arms to receive bis son. Mea 
sores were then agreed opon for nniavelling the adventure, and 
Halechalbei &ther promised to ezccote with fidelity the orders 
which he received. The fiuber and son returned to their bcose, 
after having received two nch robes from the munificent Cohpb , 
and next day Halechalbe was re-eslahliabed in hu shop, which was 
as nchly ftmuihed as befisre. 

The young man endearoored, by sobmission, kindness, and at 
tention, to make hu parents forget the cause of comp laint which 
he had given them. Though stfll Inflamed by love, he strove to 
conceal from them its eflects, and to get the better of hu melan 
choly He yielded to it only when free from every other busmess, 
and when left to himself m sohtode and retiremenL 

Hilechalhe s wife did not long enjoy the latufection of her re- 
rcnge. Havmg come to scnous r^ection on her conduct, she 
blamed herself for the excess of her cruelty and at length became 
uneasy about the fate of the husband whom she treated with 
too much seventy though she still supposed blm cxinunal and on* 
gratefuL Love soon regamed the empire of her heart and though 
the struggled for some days against a feeling which she durst not 
avow silence at length became burdensome to her and she ordered 
the old woman, as if solely throogh compassion, to make mquny 
about the situation of her unfortunate husband. 

■“ Alas, m i dam 1 • answered she. “ my pity for htm led me to his 
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Other’s house, and I there learned from the inhabitants of that 
quarter, that the poor young man’s life was in danger ” 

“ His life m danger 1 ” rephed the lady “ Ah I unfortunate that 
I am 1 I have killed the only man m the world I ever loved, or 
can love ! Can I not inform him that my life depends upon his? 
but eveiything prevents me from domg so Go, however, and 
speedily get information concerning him, as far as you can, con- 
sistently with the safety of my honour ” 

The old woman received the order with great pleasure, and for 
some lime was able to give her mistress good hopes of the recovery 
of her husband’s health But her inquiries soon became fruitless, 
for the neighbours were altogether silent concerning Halechalbe, 
from the moment when he was privately taken to a madhouse in a 
state of insanity 

Her mistress now yielded to despair, and shut herself up wuth her 
confidante, that she might indulge her sorrow and shed her tears 
without restraint The musical mstrument, which had formerly 
been employed to insult over the misfortune of Halechalbe, now 
served to express her own coraplamts The lady, quite inconso- 
lable, could no longer make verses, as she was wont to do when 
inspired by love or revenge, but only uttered a few broken words, 
mtermmgled with sighs and tears 
The good old woman was one day traversing the city, little think- 
mg that she would have any agreeable aews to carry to her mis- 
tress, when, as she passed through the quarter where Halechalbe’s 
shop was, she observed it opem Stopping to look at it, she dis- 
covered the master himself, seated on a sofa and lost m deep thought, 
and she determmed to enter As soon as she saw him she -wished 
to throw herself into his arms, and Halechalbe was running to meet 
her when he perceived her approachmg , but the Grand Vizier’s 
spies, who had not lost sight of the slave, interposed, carried off 
the woman, and conducted her to Giafar. 

Great was the astomshment of Giafar to find that the woman 
now brought before him was Nemana, the old governess of his 
beloved daughter Zeraide 

“ Is It possible,” said he, “ that you whom my daughter loads 
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with her kmdnes* shcrald be enguged m the intrigue of Halcchilbe a 
maimge? Who u the woman you have given him for a wife?" 

“ O my Pnnee and maater," aniwcred Nemana, m great asto 
niahmcnt, “ whom could I serve but your daughter, the Pnneesa 
Zcralde? 

Gia£ir was thnndeiTtruck when he learned that his daughter had 
mamed without his knowledge and consent but knowing that the 
was Tciy anxious to get this affair unravelled, instead of re- 
turning to his own to get an explanation from Zeraldc, he 

instantly repaired to the Commander of the Faithfiil, followed by 
Nemana and the spies whom he had sent m pursuit of her 

“ ^Vise Pimee," he “ tho edd woman who waa concerned m 
Halechalbe s mamage has been friond she is at the door md I 
have put some questions to her Halcchalbc’s wife," continued 
the Viocr, “has only availed herself of the law ddrvexed m the 
Koran, by her husband, who waa rurposed m a fault 

worthy of punishment The duties of husband and wife are reci- 
procal, and Halechalbe had teemed the caresses of a strange 
woman.” 

“I think,” nid HarcFun, “you stnun the expressions of the law : 
you Tnakfl it too tanguinaiy and you woqjd expose a great many 
m Bagdad to danger if the tight of doing themselves justice was 
granted to aU who really are, or think than selves, mjored m this 
respect 

“ Mamsges of every kmd,” replied the Vincr, “ will not admit 
of the ngorous application of the law , but when the lady who is 
msiTied, while she subjects herself to the law m all its ngour has 
it likewise m her power to deni and the same subjection from the 
man whom she is to msny and this conxhbon is freely accepted, 
the injured person m avenging herself only makes use of her legal 
nght 

“ Notwithstanding all your fine arguments,” said Haroun, “I am 
stiQ inclmed to favour the unfottnnate Halechalbe it yet remains 
that I be mfonned of the name of the woman m whose cause you 
are so eloquent” 

“She is my daughter, answered the Viner m great confusioi^. 
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“You have now,” replied the Cahph, “let me into the secret I 
see that the multiplicity of my affairs makes you neglect your own, 
and renders you perfectly ignorant of what passes m your own 
house Mamages are contracted, and men’s lives disposed of, 
without your knowmg anything of the matter Imagme the con- 
sequences which would result from allowmg an arm directed by 
passion to execute a ngorous law I know the nghts which are 
assumed by women in cases of unequal mamages. If convcniency 
and prudence, those powerful directors of human conduct, some- 
tmies oblige them to give theur hand to one of an infenor station, 
then they may avail themselves of these rights to a certain extent 
they are a sort of compensation for the sacnfice which tliey make. 
But this IS not the case with your daughter, who has made no 
sacnfice but to her oivn taste, and the son of the chief of trade is 
in every respect become her equal He loves and adores her, not- 
wthstanding all the cruelty which she has exercised against hun, 
and she would certainly be too happy in having him again for her 
husband. You well know that with one word I can make my 
meanest subject a Prmce I will raise Halechalbe’s father to that 
dignity, firom a prmciple of justice, and I will take care of the son, 
from regard to himself and to you Bind out the name of the Cadi 
who drew up the contract, and why he ventured to do so ivithout 
your consent, smee without that the deed would be void, take 
care that nothmg be wanting m the form ” After this discourse 
with his Vizier, the Caliph ordered Halechalbe to approach. 

“ Young man,” said he, “ your ^vlfe shall be restored to you, and 
you shall have it m your power either to pardon or punish her 
She IS my Grand Vizier's daughter , but nothing ought to have any 
influence m preventing you from following the mclmations of your 
heart and the dictates of your mind." 

“ O Commander of the Faithful 1 ” exclaimed the young Hale- 
chalbe, “ tan I retam any resentment agamst the person who is 
dearer to me than life ? I aspire after nothmg but the happmess 
of seemg her again, and if I can once more gam her heart, and the 
consent of her father, I vow to an affection which will termmate 
only with my existence ” 
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“ Gii&r • replied the Cillph, " I recommend the intcrefti of 
your H«nglifi>T and »on-In-law to your care. Henceforth consider 
him 03 a man connected mth my lemce, and for vhom. 1 mean 
to provide." 

The Grand Vmer retnmed to hu palace, holdmg Halechtdbo 
by the hind, and followed by the old woman, who perceiving her^ 
at liberty soon made her escape to go and inform her mistiesa 
of the vmt which she might expect to receive. The Vlzicr,whoa 
she hoH ootnm at length amved at hu home. Zeralde arose to 
meet hrm, and to give the ninal marks of her attachment and n’ 
•pcct , but a ggrvjl with his hand, and a look of seventy, forced 
her to den St 

"Snppren these demonstrationi of attachment,* said Gufar 
** there can be no love withont confidence, and no respect without 
obedience. Yoa first mamed withoot my consent, and tben,m a 
fit of delirmm, abnitng the anthonty which I gave yoa over my 
servants, yoa went to the most exceu against ytmr lm3> 

band, and a crime which exposed tii to the wr^ of the 

Cahph. When yoa gave your hand to the son of the chief of trade 
at Bigdad — a man esteemed and respected by everybody and 
valued even by the Caliph himself— did you thmlc t^a^ you were 
entering mto a connection with the meanest slave? And if the 
hfe even of these is to be spared, bow could you nnagma that you 
might dispose of your husbands acccjding to your pleasure and 
capnee? I have brought him to yoa, he is }rour master and in 
his turn has your life in his power. Fall at hii feet, and be assured 
that you can nerer regam my esteem unless you obliterate from 
his mmd, by submission and obedience, the undeserved and cruel 
treatment which he has reedved." 

■Whfle thoViiier was speaking, the trembling Zeralde would have 
fiiBen dead at his feet if she had not perceived m the eyes of 
HalechaTbe tnmrthmg more than eompasnon for the riinfhfrnti to 
which she was reduced. With pileasuie (hd she throw herself at 
his feet, and kissed them with transport. The young husband 
happy beyond expression, hating raised Zeralde, embraced her and 
for some moments thnr tears were mingled together Thi* 4 ^ipcf^ 
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mg scene made an impression on Giafar, who was passionately fond 
of his daughter . the father and the minister were at once disarmed. 
But the Cadi must be called to correct the irregulanty in the con- 
tract of mamage He learned that his name was Yaleddm, and 
ordered him to be mstantly sent for 

Yaleddm amved, and did not allow Giafar time to ask why he 
agreed to marry Zeraide m private, and without the concurrence 
of any one but the young lady 

“Your daughter," said the judge, “sent for me, and discovered 
the excess of her passion I thought it my duty to fulfil her wishes, 
that I might prevent, though by an irregular proceedmg on my part, 
a conduct still more irregular in her. She proposed that I should 
be her guardian , and havmg undertaken this character, and not 
condemning her choice, I believed I was domg an important ser- 
vice to this fond couple, and I plainly foresaw that one day it would 
not meet your disapprobation ” 

Giafar, mstead of showing dissatisfaction, generously expressed 
his gratitude to the Cadi, but ordered the slave Zahza to be 
dehvered to him, that she might be punished, after a confession 
should be extorted from her of the odious stratagem which she 
had employed for separatmg her mistress and her husband. 

The happy pair were then left to themselves, after the Vizier had 
assured Halechalbe that he would be as dear to him as his own 
son. Magnificent feasts were aftenvards given, that all possible 
splendour might accompany an union authonzed and approved by 
the Cahph, and which diffused joy among all the inhabitants of 
Bagdad. 

Thus did Halechalbe pass almost unexpectedly from a madhouse 
to that honourable elevation to which he was raised by the Caliph 
Haroun, and from the most mournful of all situations to the highest 
degree of happmess. 
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BOUALI Nfttral,* Emperor of the Moguls, reflecting upon 
ha great age, felt covtnced thit he could not long enjoj' 
the light ofthe Km, be therefore sent for his orell-^idoved 
and onlj son Noorgehon, and spohe to him thn# 

• Nouigdian, I leave mj throne to thee. You will soon fill my 
place forget not to do Justice equally to the poor as to the nch. 
Be satisfied with possessing a floanshmg kmgdom. Envy not the 
dominions of any other Pnncc leave every one m possession of 
that which they have inhented from their Others. In one word, 
always remember tluU clemency and justice are the noblest titles 
of a Sovereign.” 

After having said these words, the Emperor descended from his 
throne, mad? bis son ascend it, and retired into a dehghtful apart 
ment (where he had passed his happiest days), where he remained 
tQl he died, which was shortly afleiwaids. 

Nouigehan, after having pidd aH the bononrs t hat n at ure and 
gratitude required foe so good a fisher, was wholly occepied m fill 
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fillmg the last counsels that he had received from him. His heart 
was naturally good, and his judgment just , but if every man stands 
in need of experience to form his mind, much more is it nece<^sary 
for those who are destined to fill a throne Nourgehan, persuaded 
of this important truth, was far from the presumption too common 
lo Pnnees One day, as he conversed with his courtiers upon tha 
subject of government, he applauded those Kings who had shown 
the greatest love of justice. Solomon was quoted as having been 
the most just 

“ This example is not a just one,” replied Nourgehan “Solomon 
was a prophet, and could easily prevent the evils which he foresaw, 
but a common mortal can only use his best endeavours to repair 
the faults of his weakness therefore I command you all, not only 
to mform me of all my duties without flattery, but also to prevent 
or repair my faults by your counsels. When a King testifies a love 
for virtue, all his subjects become virtuous ” 

As soon as Nourgehan had ceased speaking, Abourazier rose up 
and said, “Great Pnnee, if you ivish to have justice truly exercised 
m your dominions, you must make choice of a disinterested Vizier, 
who has only your glory and the good of the State m view The 
satisfaction of having done nght must be the only recompense he 
desires ” 

“ You say well, Abourazier," returned Nourgehan , “ but the 
difficulty is to find such a man ” 

“You have, my lord," replied the courtier, “one of your sub- 
jects whose moderation and wisdom made him renounce all public 
employments under the reign of your illustnous father your Ma- 
jesty, perhaps, is ignorant of what happened to him m the aty of 
Shi^ " 

The Kmg having commanded him to inform him of it, Abou- 
razier pursued his discourse thus . 

“Imadil Deule,* m the last war which we sustained against 
Persia, led our victonous army as far as Shiras, which he took, 
and, by a sentiment of humanity, preserved from being plundered. 


® The support and assistance of feliaty. 
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ilU jolther*, howc^'cr, demanded a recompcnic that might make 
them amend* for the booty they expected to have obtained, and 
ipoke to him *o itrongly that he 'rra* obliged to promise ooc to 
them, though he kneir not where he coaid procore it 

« One day as he wa* m hu palace, thinking of thu demand, he 
pctceired a serpent creep out of a hole m the wall and tttoii into 
It agaim He called the olEccri of bi* harem, and said to them 
* Break open that hole, and take out the serpent that I uw enter 
rt this moment 

‘ The courtiers obeyed him, and found a vunlt foil of presses 
ranged along the walls, with chests pfled upon each other They 
were opened, and found to be hUed with seqmns, while the presses 
were heaped op with the most magnificent stofis. Iroadil Oeole 
retamed thanks to God for this discovery, and distributed the 
treasure to his soldiers. He sflentanU commanded a tailor to be 
sent for to make habits of these itafls, with which he designed to 
recompense the ments of those officers who had served under hii 
topmand. The most expenenced taBor of the oty was pttsentsd 
j) him, who had always wrooght for the late Governor Imadll 
Deule said to him, Not only thou shalt be well paid if these 
habits are caiefoUy made, but 1 wBl procure thee a foxther recom 
pense, and some bowls of enssonnade. * 

' The tailor who was deaf of one ear ondentood that he was 
to have the basUnado, and fell a weeping Imaguung that It wa* 
mtended to exact an account of the late Govemoi^s clothes which 
be had in his posscsoon, he declared be hod only twelve chests foil, 
and those who accuied him of having more had not said the truth. 

“Imadll Deule could not forbear smilbg at the eficct whldi 
fear had prodoced m the poor tailor t he caosed the habits to be 
brou^it, which were found to be magnificent and entirely new 
The only use be made of them, as well os of the nch stnfii be 
found in the prexses, was to dothe and adorn the officers of his 
army I beheve, therefore, that so duinteresled a man deserve 
the confidence of your Majesty* 


A Uod of ibcibct mixed villi luA«y 
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Abourazier having ceased speaking, Nourgehan said to him, 
“ Imadil Deule shall not be my Vuier. I believe him an honest 
man, but he wants prudence, and I do not think him capable of 
supporting my authority He had the seals of the empue, and yet 
knew not how to order everything necessary for his expedition ) m 
a word, his treasure failed him, and his soldiers presumed to give 
blip laws Without the accident of the serpent, of which any other 
man would have made the same use, what would have become of 
him ? The story of the tailor is of no consequence ” 

Nourgehan was continually occupied with the love of justice 
and the desire of reigning well He left his palace at all hours to 
inform himself of the truth by his own knowledge There was an 
old potter of earthen vessels who dwelt near his palace. Nourgehan, 
moved by seeing him every day pray to God with the most ardent 
and zealous fervour, stopped one day before the little hut in which 
he dwelt, and said to him, “Ask of me whatever thou desirest, and 
I promise to grant it thee ” 

“ Command all your officers,” said the potter, “ to take each of 
them one of my pots, and pay for it that which I ask, I will not 
abuse this permission ’’ 

Nourgehan granted him his request, and gave orders to his guard 
to watch over the sale of the pots, and, above all, to do whatever 
the potter ordered him He made a very modest use of the favour 
that he had obtamed, and, satisfied ivith the sale of his work, he 
exacted no more than the value of it, thinking himself happy m 
bemg able to live by his mdustry, and wishing that he might give 
a proof of his gratitude to his Sovereign The Vizier of Nourgehan 
was avancious, but for fear of displeasmg his master, he concealed 
that vice with the utmost care He went one mommg to the 
Emperor’s audience, when the potter demanded a sequm for a pot 
which he presented to him The Vizier refused it, and said it was 
a jest to ask such a sum for a thmg that the least coin would suffi- 
ciently pay for 

The potter, seeing that he added menaces to his refusal, an- 
swered hpn, “ that since he took it m that strain, he demanded a 
thousand Sequms for his pot,” and added, “ that he should not 
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enter into the Emp eiot 'i pretence nntfl be had hung the pot round 
hit and earned him upon ha back to have on audience of the 
Emperor that he might make ha compLunta of t2ie rduttl and 
menace* he had given him." 

The Viner made manj difficultic* and great entreatie* to avoid 
these vezadous and mortiiying condidon * , bet the hour approach* 
mg which the Emperor hod appointed for an ondlence, and the 
guard* refusing to let him enter dQ he had tatuded the detires 
of the potter, he wa* obliged to submit to them , to promise the 
thousand seqmns, to hang the pot about hi* neck, «nd to cany 
the potter on his back, a condibon horn which he would not recede. 
The Emperor, iurpnsed at seeing his Vliaer amve m a manner so 
ndicoJou* and so unsuitable to his dignity commanded him to 
explain what it all meant When he was told, ho obbged the 
Viaer to paf the thousand sequins immedutely; and compre- 
hending of how great an mjoryit might be toa Pibeo to have an 
avancaouj minister, he deposed bun, and was pleased with tlie 
potter ibr having made known to him a £ict that he never would 
hare suspected otherwise. 

Kourgehan formed a counsel of the most worthy men of the 
empire, ordamed wise and prudent laws, and departed to visit his 
pronnees, with a resoluUon of releasing his people from any pos- 
sible abuse of an authority which u always d^geroui, when those 
who exercise it are at too great a distance from the Sovereiga. 
This Pnocc, endowed with every virtue, had no other wish tKon 
that of deserving after his death the noble epitaph of that Persian 
monarch who has graved upon his tomb, “ Weep I fcr Chuja 
is deadl" 

Nourgehan, vmdng all the province* of his kingdom, had al- 
ready gone through the greatest part of them, and remedied num* 
beries# disordns, when ha cunoaty engaged ban m a Journey into 
Tartaiy, his neighbouring kingdom. Finding himself so near thar 
country, be had a desire also to see and know the manners of these 
Tartars, who were more avihied than others, for they had 
and fixed h abi t a t aonl i their wotnen also are not shut up like those 
of the other Asiatics. The Tartar* came to meet the Emperor of 
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the Moguls Some of them performed courses oa their swiftest 
horses to do him honour, others, accompanied with their women, 
formed a kind of dance which, though a little savage, was not des> 
titute of grace In the number of the Tartar v/omen who presented 
themselves before him, Nourgehan was struck w'lth the beauty of a 
youug person of eighteen, named Damake * She possessed great 
beauty , an inexpressible sense and modesty was visible m her 
countenance Nourgehan did homage to so many cliarras, and 
caused a place m his harem to be proposed to her, but she refused 
lb Love but too often causes the greatest change in the worthiest 
characters The Pnnee, so wise, and till then so moderate, led 
away by his passion, joined menaces to his entreaties , he even 
went so far as to threaten that he would bring a formidable army 
thither to obtain a beauty whose refusals did not permit him to 
hope to wn her otherwise. He made tins rash speech to Damake 
alone, for if the Tartars, who are a people most jealous of their 
liberty, had had the least knowledge of it, war would have been 
that moment declared But Damake answered him "with the ut» 
most sweetness, without showing the least fear, and without losing 
that respect which she owed to a Sovereign , and it was wth the 
gentle and yet resolved tone that courage and truth always mspure, 
that she related this little history to him 

“ One of the great Lamas," said she, “ of whose supreme autho- 
nty m this country you are not ignorant, fell m love, in this very 
place, with a maiden of my tnbe She not only refused all that he 
offered to her, but she would not accept the proposal he made to 
marry her The love she felt for a musician was the sole cause 
of her refusal, which she confessed to the Lama, with a hope of 
appeanng unworthy of his attachment But that Bnnce — for they 
are looked upon as such — distracted ivith anger and sorrow, caused 
his unworthy rival to be put to death, and under the pretext of her 
being agreeable to the Grand Lama, it was not difficult to have her 
earned off For you are sensible, my lord, that m this country 
every one trembles at the very name of him, whom we look upon 


* Joy of the heart. 
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as a god. Bat the Tjma enjojcd not much p t u f act i oo iTOra his 
cruelty and bjustice, for after she bod promised to many hrm, 
m order to obtam a greater Itbcrtjr, she prcapitatcd herself from 
the top of a rock, which can be percenred from hence, and which 
IS always shown in the country as a proof of tho constancy and 
resolutioo of which the Tartar virgms are capable. It u not," con 
tinned Damoke, ** lore for another that makes me refuse the oQcrs 
of your Majesty My heart to thu hour u free, but, my lord, leam 
to know it thoroughly It is noble, and perhaps worthy of the 
farour yon condescend to honour me with. My weak chams hare 
seduced you , but a woman who has no other merit than beanty 
in my opinion, ts of bule ralne.* 

" Pcriiaps," returned Noorgehan, “the diflcrence of our religions 
li an obstacle to my happmess?" 

“No, my lord, I am a Mossulman,” resumed Damake:. '*Can 
you imagine 1 ooold sobmic to the ideas that are grren us of the 
Grand Lama? Can we bdUere that a man is immortal? The 
artifice that U made use of to persuade us of it is too gross. In 
one word, my eyes are too much enlightened for me to hesitate 
between the ideu inculcated by these pnests, and those by which 
the dmnity of God is preached by his most sacred Prophet. No, 
my lord,*' continoed she, “lam sensible of the ruk 1 shall run by 
your goodness to me. Time canscs the nightingale to pensh and 
the rose to fade. The moon shines during the night; but Us lustre 
fades when the day approaches. Can I expect, therefore, that 
time should spare me? Yet, notwithstanding these reflection^ I 
confess, my lord, I should be flattered with the thought of plcasmg 
& man whose vutues 1 esteem above bis greatness. But I should 
wish to please him by other qualities 1 should wish to ha> e ren> 
dered myself worthy of him by semces so considerably that even 
a mamsge thus onmitable, far from exposing him to reproacbey 
should only serre to make his choke more applauded.* 
Nourge h an , charmed at finding such uncommon sense and such 
dehcate sentiments in an object whose figure alone would bavexen* 
dered her amublc, admired her virtue, gave her hli royal promise 
nerer to comtiain her indmationi, and resolved never to depart 
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from her He sent a numerous tram of slaves and camels to the 
beauteous Damake, who followed him with all her family She 
would never have consented to this step if she had been obliged 
to abandon her family, to whom she was fondly attached The 
King saw her every day, and could not exist a moment without 
wishing to see her, or without adminng her when he did see her 
In the meantime the discourses of the Court and of the populace 
reached the ears of Damake. She knew the evil opinion they had 
of her To repair this wrong she conjured Nourgehan to assemble 
all the learned men of his kmgdom, that she might answer then 
questions, and afterwards propose some to them Nourgehan, who 
ireaded lest a person so young as Damake should expose herself 
too hastily, and return with confusion from such a dispute, used 
his utmost efforts to dissuade her from her request , for the fear 
and concern that is felt for those whom we love is most certamly 
far stronger than that which mterests us for ourselves His re- 
monstrances were m vain. 

Learned men were assembled to the number of twelve j and m 
the audience that was given them, the Kmg was placed upon an 
elevated throne, in his habits of ceremony Damake was seated 
lower, opposite to him, leaning upon a sofa, dressed with the great- 
est plainness, but shining ivith every charm of youth and every 
gift of nature, surrounded by the twelve sages, venerable by then 
extreme age and their flowmg beards, leanmg upon a large table, 
round which they and she were seated. The sages, who knew not 
with what design Nourgehan had assembled them, were extremely 
astonished when he made known to them the project of Damake 
They looked upon the adversary who was presented to them, and 
kept silence, not doubting that the Kmg did it with the design of 
showmg them contempt Nourgehan said to them, 

“ I perceive your thoughts, but I have given my royal promise, 
and It IS your duty to acqmt me of it Propose boldly the hardest 
questions to this lady, who has engaged to resolve all the diffi- 
culties that your great learmng gives you the opportunity of pro- 
posmg to her ” 

The first sage demanded, “What is that which takes tlie colour 
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of those who look apoa it, which men cannot do witboQt, and 
which of itself has neither form nor cdoar ? " 

* It u the water* replied Da m a k c. 

The second said to her “Con jron, O roncle of sense and 
beauty, tell me what u the thing which has neither door nor foui>> 
datKm, and which is within hlled with yellow and white? * 

** It is an e gg , said the beanteoas maiden. 

The third sage after having considered a little, in hopes of 
surpassmg his brethren (for the learned men in the Mogul have 
a share of self-love) said to her “There u m a certain garden a 
tree, this tree bears twelve brunches, npon each branch there ore 
thirty leaves, and upon each leaf there are five Ihuts, of which 
three ore in the shade and two m the sun. What u this tree? 
and where IS It to be found?" 

“Tlus tree," returned Dansak^** represents the year the twelve 
branches are the months, the thirty leaves the diys, the five fruits 
the five piayen, of which two ore made by day and three by night* 
The sage was amsied, and the courtien, whose minds vary like 
tibe air, and whose sentimenti are changed by that which is less 
than nothing, began to be mwardly persuaded of the value of that 
which they had at first only pretended to admire. 

The other sages, who had not yet spoken would have esmnsed 
tbemselvei, and had their silence passed over m favour of the ap* 
plauses they gsve to the uncommon sense of her who had con- 
founded those who preceded them. Bat Nourgehan, at the entreaiy 
of Damakc, having commanded them to continue the conference, 
one of them demanded, “What is heavier th-in a mountain ? " the 
other, “What is more enttmg than a sabre?" and the third, “ What 
is swifter than an arrow ? Damake answered that the first “ was 
the tongue of a man that complains of oppression ,** the second, 
“ Calumny, and the third, "A glance." 

There were four sages remamiog who had not yet proposed thdr 

difficnlUes. Nourgehan trembled, lest at length the ndnd of Damake 

should be exhausted, and she should lose the honour of so great 
a nnmber of jadiaoos answers. Yet this bcanhfiil maiden appeared 
nat ber fatigned nor exalted with that which would have rai ^ the 
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vanity of the greatest part of mankind But the very property of 
love being to submit to the will of that which it loves, Nourgehan, 
whom the preceding examples had not yet reassured, full of a l arms 
and mquietudes, commanded them to speak by a sign of his head, 
which they durst not refuse The first demanded of her, “ What 
that animal was which avoided everybody, was composed of seven 
different animals, and inhabited desolate places ” The second 
desured to know who that was whose habit was armed mth darts, 
who wore a black vest, a yellow shirt, whose mother hved above a 
hundred years, and who was liked by the whole world. The third 
desired her to name that which had but one foot, which had a hole 
m Its head, a leathern girdle, and which raised up its head when 
Its hairs were tom off and its face was spit upon. 

Damake answered to the first that it was a grasshopper, which 
is composed of seven ammals , for it has the head of a horse, the 
neck of an ox, the wmgs of an eagle, the feet of a camel, the tail 
of a serpent, the horns of a stag, and the body of a scorpion 

The lady found it more difficult to answer the question of the 
second for a moment the whole assembly thought her vanquished 
This idea, which she perceived m the eyes of all who looked upon 
her, made her blush. She appeared only still more beautiful from 
her modesty) and Nourgehan was charmed when he saw the sage 
who had proposed the question agree that she had answered with 
her usual justness, when she said that it was a Chestnut She 
answered the third without hesitation, that it was a Distaff 

So much knowledge, so much presence of mmd, jomed to such 
uncommon personal charms, threw all minds into so pleasing a 
confusion that, notwithstandmg the awe that the presence of Nour- 
gehan mspired, they all loudly expressed the joy, admnation, and 
pleasure they felt at being witnesses of so uncommon a scene 
Damake then made a sign that she wished now to speak. Silence 
was commanded, and she desired the sages to mform her what 
was sweeter than honey 

Some of tliem answered that it was the satisfaction of having our 
wishes fulfilled, some that of gratitude, and others it was the plea- 
sure of confemng obligations 
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When Danuke had let them fpeak, the appltnded tU then: rea* 
lonable and Joit thonghti, bat finiihed her dlscxKme hj fiaking 
thm 'With gentleness if the was nnstaten when the imagined the 
sweeteit thing apon eaith to be the love of a mother lor her 

rhiTft- 

An answer to tmtable to her lex, who onght alwajri to be at 
tached to their maternal doty and proposed with to much modesty, 
cntiiely finished the conquest of their hearts. But Damnlrr, wlm 
had no other design upon this occasion than to conohate their 
<^teem and anthoiue the fitvouis with which Nouigehan honoured 
&er, was resolved to finish a scene which she did not design to 
repeat, resolving for the fature to be occupied with schemes and 
ideas of a higher kmd. Danube then caosed instxuments to be 
brought^ and and played m all the difierent modes of masi<^ 
finishing by singing the iainoas strain of Zeaghioale. 

Noergehan in those tran^;>ort* of joy which are given by the 
repeated tcccetses of those one lores, dinxussed the assembly but 
not without making tome large presents to the sages , and when 
they had all retired, he threw hnnsclf at the knees of Danube, 
taymg, ** Thou art the life of my soul haste thee to make me 
hsppyl* 

Ilie beauty answered that she was not yet worthy of 
What can you require further?** oied the Pnnee. 

“You have charmed my whole Court, you have confounded the 
learning of the men most celebmted for their wisdom , thojustness 
of your answexi, the moderation of your questions, and the modesty 
wi^ which you bore the advantage of so great a triumph, have 
dflziled them. Not satisfied with havmg proved your what 
talents did not you show when you touched the musical inslro* 
menti 1 What taste did you not express m your song 1 ^Vhocve^, 
Hke Domake, Joined such merit to so much beauty? But 1 pei^ 
ceive you love me not," aided this passionate I^cc, with the 
utmost tenderness, **imce you refuse to your destiny to 

mine. DoubtlesS'you have sn avemon for my person." 

“I am very far from descrvmg tlui rcproich, my lord," said 
Paiiiake, ** you j ourself slijJJ bp the judfc. The greatest plcasipp 
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and the highest satisfaction I have felt on this day, which your pre- 
judice in my favour has made you thmk so glonous, was the being 
able to express before the whole Court, in a proper manner, the 
sentunents wth which you have filled my heart” 

“ What can you wait for further to render me the happiest man 
upon earth?” cned Nourgehan with eagerness “You love me, 
and 1 adore you. What wants there more ? My wishes for you 
are become an ocean unbounded by any shore.” 

“ I resolve to deserve you, my lord,” replied she, “ by talents 
of more value than those of music , by a justness of sense more 
valuable than that which your sages set such a pnee upon, and 
which IS only a mere subtlety of mmd I wish to establish myself 
in your heart upon foundations more solid than beauty, or those 
superficial talents that you have had the goodness to applaud In 
short, I wish that love may m you only be a passage to that esteem 
and faendship which I aspire to deserve Submit your impatience 
to grant me this favour — it perhaps gives me more pam to ask it 
than your Majesty to grant: let me hve some time under the 
shadow of your fehcity ” 

“I am capable of nothing now,” replied Nourgehan, “but of 
loving and adoring you , but at least permit me to give a full proof 
of the justice I do your merit Assist in the divan, preside m all 
afiairs, and give me your counsels I can follow none that are more 
prudent or better judged.” 

“ The diamond boasted,” rephed Damake, smihng, “ that there 
was no stone which equalled it m strength and hardness Allah, 
who loves not pnde, changed its nature m favour of lead, the vilest 
of metals, to which He gave the power to cut iL Independently of 
the pnde I must render myself guilty of if I accepted your ofifers, 
— Allah forbid that I should do that wrong to my Sovereign Ixird 1 
> — to authorize by my behaviour the reproaches that would be 
thrown upon him There would be a foundation to say that he 
was governed by a woman I allow,” added she, “that your 
Majesty ought to have a Vizier you cannot see to everythmg with 
your own eyes, and I believe I am able to show you one worthy of 
Nourgehan.” 
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“ Name him to me," replied h^ and I will give him the charge 
tiuj moment." 

“Your llijetty" replied the beanteous Damake, "most know 
him before 70a accept him. I hope }oa will find m him whom 1 
propose thiMe vutues and talents necessary m a man dignified with 
to great on employment He lives in the aty of Balk, and is 
named Diifer The post of Vizier to one of the most powerful 
Kings of the Indies hss been m his family above a thousand years. 
Judge then, my lord what a collection of admirable p’ccepts he 
most have upon aB ports of government, and yet a Pnnce blinded 
by the permaous cotmiels of his favoontes, has deposed bun, and 
he passes his days at Balk'^days which might be happy if he hid 
not hved m the habit of labour and a buny of great oiain, which 
seldom leave the mind at hbeity to be satisfied with anything less 
tumultnoos." 

Nomgebon irnmedutely rephet^ ** Dia/er is my Vuier Damake 
con never be mlsukea.* 

Upon the spot be wrote to the Gevemor of Balk, and sent him 
a note for a hondred thousand sequins, to be delivered to Oiafer 
to defiay the expenses of his Journey and be charged the same 
couner with a letter for Diafer in which he conjured him to accept 
the post that he had destined him for 

Diafer began his journey He was received with magnificence 
m every dty and the Emperor sent all the noblemen of his Court 
to meet him, and conduct him to the palace which be bad destined 
for him m the kingdom of Visiapoar where he then resided. He 
was treated there with mcredible magnificence dunng three days, 
after which he was conducted to an audience of the Pnnce. He 
appeared at the height of joy for possessing a man whom Damake 
esteemed so highly but that joy was of no long duration for the 
Pnnce, who was so gracious and so prejudiced m his favour flew 
mto the most dreadful anger the moment Diafer appeared in his 
presence. 

‘ Go " Slid bo to him, “depart this moment and never sec me 
again 1 

Diafer obeyed, and retired m all the confunon, the sorrow and 

a 
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the surprise that such a reception must needs give huu He re- 
turned to his apartment without being able to imagine the cause o( 
the King's sudden anger, who, in the meantime, held a council, and 
exammed the affairs of his kingdom, without taking any notice of 
what had passed with him whom he had destined to be his Vuier 
He afterwards repaired to the apartment of Damake, who, already 
informed of an event which employed the thouglits of the whole 
Court, doubled not that there was an alteration m the mind of him 
to whom she was so perfectly attached The sorrow which this 
reflection had given her had plunged her into a state so languishing 
as scarce left her the use of speeclt. Yet mal- ing an effort to con- 
quer herself, she said to him, after some moments’ silence, 

“ How' IS It possible, ray lord, that after all the expenses you 
have been at, and all the cares you took for the arrival of Diafer 
at your Court — after all the honours you have ordered to be paid 
him, and those that you have loaded him with, you should receive 
him so ill ? ” 

“Ahl Damake,” cned Nourgehan, “I should have had no regard 
to aU that I have done for him, to his illustnous family, nor to the 
fatigues that he has suffered in coming so far, if any one but you 
had recommei 'ed him to me I would have had his head struck 
off the moment lie presented himself before me, and it was wholly 
in regard to you that I satisfied myself with banishing him from 
my presence for ever ” 

“ But how did he meur your indignation ? ” pursued Damake 
“Know, then,” resumed Nourgehan, “that when he came up to 
me he had the most subtle of poisons about him.” 

“ May I ask you, my lord,” returned Damake, “ what certamty 
you have ot such a fact, and if you may not doubt of the fidelity 
of him who made you the report ? ” 

Nourgehan replied, “ I knew it myselfi I permit you to inquire 
mto it, jjid you wall find whether I was mistaken or not” 

When Nourgehan had left Damake more reassured as to the 
heart of the Emperor, though alarmed at the impressions he was 
capable of takmg so lightly, she sent for Diafer, who appeared 
sunk in the most violent chagnn She conversed with him for 
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■ome time, and perceiving how deeply the ill treatment he had re- 
ceived from the King had plunged the pomard of sorrow mto his 
heart, she said to him that he ought not to afflict himself so much, 
tKflt the wrath of Nourgchaa would be of no long duration, and 
that be would soon repair the affrpnt that ho had pubbcly gnrcn 
him, She added tjiat Pnncea had their hasty moments, that ought 
to be possed by and excused. When the had a bttlo calmed his 
chagrin, she finished her disconisc by saying to him, 

"If I have deserved your confidence, if yon beheve that I shall 
endeavour to repair the a&ont yon have suffered — since I, by 
domg justice to your talents, was the mnocent cause of that which 
has happened to you — if I deserve any retnm from you, vouchsafe 
to mfbno me why you had poison about yon when you were pre- 
sented to Nourgehan? 

Diafer, surprised at this question after having rdlected some 
moments, replted, "True, I had poison with me, bat my heart, 
thou^ I bore it about me, was as pure as the dew of the monbg. 
1 even have rt now that 1 speak to yon.* Sajing this, be drew a 
nng fitsn his finger and presented it to ben " The setting of this 
nng,* said he, " cdcIoscs & most subtle poison. It is a treasure 
that has been preserved in oor famOy from father to son these 
thousand years. My ancestors hare olwu)-! worn it, to preserve 
themselves from the anger of those Pnnees they served, m case 
they should hare had the misfortune to displease them in the 
excroso of thor post of Vliicr Yon may believe, cont inued he, 
" that when the King sent for toe, who was wholly unknown to 
him, to exerose that charge, and conscious of the many enemies 
a stranger generally meets with, I would not forget to bnng this 
treasure. The sorrow that the and behanour of Nourgehan has 
given me, and the shame that be has covered me with, render it 
still more precious to me it will not be long before I maVw um 
of it* 

Damake obtained from him that be should delay at least for 
some days, this fiUal design, and conjured him to wait m his 
palace till he beard frmn hex. 

She immed ia t ely repaired to give an account to Nourgehan of 
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what she had learned That Prince, perceiving by her relation 
that Diafer had no ill design, and that the cruelty of Princes in 
general authorized but too justly such a precaution, repented that 
he had received him so unworthily, and promised Datnake the 
next day to make amends for the pain he had given him She 
approved this design, but before she quitted him she conjured 
him to satisfy her cunosity by informing her how he could perceue 
the poison which Diafer had with him Nourgehan replied, 
“Never ivill I have anything concealed from the sovereign of 
my heart I always wear a bracelet, which my father left me, and 
wluch has long been in our family, though I am ignorant of the 
name of the sage who composed it, or how it fell into the hands 
of my ancestors It is of a substance that nearly resembles coral, 
and it has the property of discovering poison, even at a very great 
distance It is moved and agitated whenever poison approaches , 
and when Diafer came near me, the bracelet was very nigh break- 
ing, the poison which he bore had so much strength and violence. 
Had he not been recommended by you, his head should have been 
struck off that moment I was the more certain that Diafer bore 
that dangerous poison, as my bracelet remained immovable unme- 
diately after his leaving the hall where I gave audience " 
Nourgehan loosed it from his arm, and gave it to Daniake She 
exammed it -with great attention, and said to him, “This talisman, 
my lord, is doubtless very wonderful , yet this adventure ought to 
prove to you how much those who have the sovereign power are 
obliged to be upon their guard against appearances, and of what 
consequence it is for them not to give judgment rashly ’’ 

Damake retired, and Nourgehan commanded the greatest pomp 
and the most splendid train to conduct Diafer the next day to an 
audience This order was executed, Nourgehan received him with 
the utmost affability, and testified the greatest regret for what had 
passed. Then there was presented to him, by the Sultan’s com- 
mand, a standish of gold, a pen and paper Immediately he wrote 
m the most beautiful characters subhme sentences upon the manner 
m which a Vizier ought to fulfil the duties of his important post. 
Nourgehan admired his talents, made him clothe himself m tlie 
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robe of a VLaer osd, to crown hu goodoess, confided to him the 
tecret of bis bracelet Dufer strenuously admed that Pnnce nner 
to part with it, and in tus admiraUoo, and the pleasure be felt at 
possessiDg so great a treasure, he asked his new Vuicr if he bclle^ ed 
that through the whole world there could be found anything so 
ennoos. 

'Great Pnnee,* replied Diafer to hira " I have seen m the aty 
of Dioul another mirade of nature less nsefiih indeed, but which 
for the strength of art and Icamuig with which a sage has composed 
It, may be compared to this.” 

^Vhat b u? returned Noorgehan. 'I should be glad to be 
informed of It" 

Then Diafer spoke thus 

‘'\Vhen I had received )our Majesty’s command to repair to 
your presence I departed at once, but was obliged to make some 
stay at Diool, through which I passed in my way to VUiapour, 
whee I knew I might join your hlajesty Notwithstanding my 
impatience, 1 was obhged to collect several things which were 
necessary for my journey, and made use of that tnne to view the 
beauties of the aty The Governor whose nches and opulence 
astouisbed me, came to meet me on the day of my amval, and 
conducted me to his palace. He loaded me with honours, and, 
during my residence there, sboa-ed me the utmost respect and 
favour yet it was accompanied with a constraint that rendered 
bis fidelity suspected by me. Among the amusements he 
procured for me, was a party upon the nver I consented to join 
It, and we embarked the next day in a small fhgate which he bad 
provided. The weather was fair, and the com enatlon most ogrec 
able. The Goreinor of Diooi was seated on the upper deck, and 
I was placed dose to him. A young boy, beaubfol os the sun, lay 
at his feet the most exquisUo wines were served upon a table 
which stood before os their coldness, and that of the ice with 
which tU the fhilti were surrounded, contiibated to the most se* 
duong Tolnptuousness. The slaves sang and [^yed upon dificrcnt 
instruments Our pleasure was thus accompanied with ererything 
that could render it dcUoout and as 1 was thinlrfnjj upon somc' 
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thing <"0 say that might be agreeable to the Governor, I perceived 
upon his finger so magnificent a ruby, that I could not forbear 
givmg It the praises it deserved The Governor immediately drew 
It off, and presented it to me I examined it with attention, and 
returned it to him agam, but had great trouble to make him take 
It Seeing that I absolutely refused to keep it, he was so concerned 
that he threw it into the nver I repented then that I had not 
accepted so perfect a work of nature, and testified my sorrow to 
the Governor, who answered, that it was my own fault 

“‘Yet,’ contmued he, ‘if you will promise me to accept it, it 
will not be difficult for me to find the rmg again, which is really 
deservmg of your acceptance ' 

“ I imagmed that, havmg another not unlike it, he designed to 
offer me that , but, without saymg any more to me, he immediately 
commanded they should steer the vessel to the land When he 
was amved there, he sent his slave to his treasurer to demand a 
small casket which he descnbed to him, and cast anchor to wait 
the return of the slave, who was expeditious m executmg the 
orders he had received. The Governor, havmg then taken out of 
his pocket a small gold key, opened the casket, out of which he 
took a small fish of the same metal and of admirable workmanship, 
and threw it into the nver Immediately it plunged to the bottom, 
and soon after appeared upon the surface of the water holding the 
rmg m its mouth The rowers who were m the boat took it in 
then hands and brought it to the Governor, to whom it delivered 
the rmg with a motion of its head no other person could have 
forced it firom its teeth The Governor agam presenting the rmg 
to me, I could not refuse it, especially as he redoubled his en- 
treaties The fish was replaced m the httle casket and sent back 
to the treasury ” 

Diafer, after havmg related this history, drew the nng firom his 
finger and presented it to Nourgehan, who, findmg it to be ex- 
tremely magnificent, said to him, 

“ Never part firom this nng, which is still more precious from 
the virtue of the talisman which rendered you the possessor of it 
But,” contmued he, “ you ought to have mformed yourself at what 
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time, how and by whom that wonderful maatcrpiece of art wai 
composed.” 

^ I used ray utmost efforti to be Infonncd," repbed Dlafcr “ but 
they were in vain. Struck with to suifiiilar an event, I thought no 
more of the pleasures of the day The Governor perceiving that 
I fell into a deep revene, taid to me, Life u short make use o! 
every moment and enjoy every pteaiure. The soul li a bird Im- 
pruoned m the cage of the body which it raost toon quit rejoice 
while It IS in yonr power yon know not who shall exist Uwnorrow 
1 to hut) ihat conosty had penetrated my heart He 

rephed I am in despair that I cannot satisfy yoo and pro- 
nounced thes e words with a tone that expressed tus design of not 
giving a more particular answer 'Let os think only of amusing 
oorselvei agre ea bly contmued be I followed his counsels os 
raodi as tt was in my power (ind departed from Dioul without 
being able to obtain any mformatjoa upon the subject, but fully 
persuaded that thu taluman was the source of all the treasures 
•rhich he possetsefc'* 

Nourgehan terminated the oadience of Diafet by aasunng him 
of bu favour if he used hu utmost care m the administratioii of 
justice. He aiterwords gave an account to Damake of the coo* 
rersatum he bod held with his Viner and told her the history of 
the hsh. 

" 1 have a lore for these talismans,* said that Fnnce:, “ and this 
little hsh rouses my cunonty I wish at least 1 knew the maker 
of It* 

Damake promised hnn to use her utmost efforti to inform him. 
In effect, the next day, she told him, that of all the talismans 
which the great SeidctBeckir hod mode, there only four 

— his bracelet, the little fish of which Diafcr had spoken to him, 
and which she presented to him from the C ovemor of Dioul, ad d 
mg, that he had just sent it os a present to his Majesty In order to 
obtain a life which he had deserved to lose, hia faithful subjects 
bsvmg ta ken him m arms against the Sultan. The lhud,apom.'u-d, 
very meanly adorned, which she beggcil h«m to accept. 

“ The otlicra, continued she, "ore eiihcr ora out (for > ou know, 
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my lord they only last for a certain time), or have been destroyed 
by different accidents ” 

‘‘Why did the Governor of Dioul," resumed Nourgehan, “con 
ceal from Diafer that Seidel-Beckir was the maker of that which 
he possessed ? ” 

“He was ignorant of it, my lord,” interrupted Damake, “and 
perhaps, ashamed of not knowing it, he feigned it to be a secret 
It IS the habit of men to cover their ignorance by an affectation of 
mystery " 

“ But what IS the virtue of this talisman that you ofler me ?” said 
Nourgehan, as he accepted the poniard 

“ I will inform you of it, my lord,” said Damake, “ at the same 
time that I give you an account of what I have been able to learn 
concerning the fish It may be about three thousand years since 
there appeared, in the part of Asia which we inhabit, a man named 
Houna, who was so great that he was sumamed Seidel-Beckir He 
was a sage who possessed m perfection all those talents which ac- 
quire a general veneration The science of talismans he possessed 
in so emment a degree, that by their means he commanded the 
stars and the constellations Unhappily, his wntmgs are lost, and 
therefore no talismans like his can now be made. Antmraour, 
King of Hmdostan, having found means to form a fnendship with 
him, Seidel-Beckir, in return for his kmdness and some small ser 
vices that he had done him, made him a present of that little fish 
of which your Vizier gave you an account It always remamed m 
the treasury of Antinmour as long as his family existed One of 
the ancestors of the Governor of Dioul findmg himself the Vizier 
of the last of that race, when the family was extinct by those revo- 
lutions which the history of the Indies relates at length, and which 
are universally known, seized upon this cunosity, and his successors 
have kept it with the utmost care till this time Not only does 
this talisman bnng back whatever is fallen mto a nver, or the sea, 
to the person to whom it belongs, but if you indicate to it any- 
thing to be brought out of that element, it goes in search of it with 
the greatest readiness, and brmgs it wherever it is commanded,” 
“1 am fully satisfied,” replied Nourgehan, ‘'as to ihi. luo tails- 
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manm, md ncTCT Pnnco was pot»e*sor of mch trcasurca. I may 
now truly ttylo myself the sovereign of the sea. What do I owe 
to thee, the ruler of my soul 1 Bat of what use 1 * this one which 
the beauteous Dam she hu presented to me?* 

" My lord, replied she, “ when I tefl you for what reason it was 
compeaed you know its virtac." 

“We read m the revolutions of Hindostan, that Antinmotir 
would have unjustly exacted a tribute from Keiramour who was 
too weak to resist the forces of hu enemy and not knowing to 
whom to have recourse, be resolved to address hnnwlf to the sage 
Seidel-Beckir and sent his Vmer to him with magnificent presents. 
The sage refused, them but he was so touched by the situation 
to which the King, hu friend, had been redneed, that he declared 
Antmmcmr should not succeed in his designs. Immediately be 
composed this very poniard, which I have now presented to my 
Sovereign, and gave u to the Visier. Tell your master from me^ 
said he, to choose out twenty of the bravest soldios of hu king 
dom, and deliver the poniard into the hands of him who coO' 
mandi them ibr thu pomard has the virtue (when it u drawn) 
to render innsible not only the person who bears it, but all those 
whom he designs should participate m the virtue of the talmnan. 
Bis will alone decides the effect of iL Keuamour shall send these 
twenty persoiu to Antmmour with a letter m which be »hi]l refuse 
to pay the tribute that u demanded of him. Antmmour m the 
excess of hu anger wiQ order the unbassadois to be seued. Then 
the law of nations bemg violated, he who bears the pomard shall 
render himself mvisible by drawmg it with one hand, and hu sabre 
with the other, and hu troop following hu example, and doing 
the same, he shall obey without hesitation the of hu 

courage. 

“The Vlncr returned to Keiramonr and all that Seidd Beckn 
had commanded was exeented. Tlie son of the Kmg iru charged 
with the command and execntion of thu great enterprise. AnTm. 
mour was enraged on read mg the letter that was presented to hrm. 

Let thu msolent ambassador be seued, c ned be, thu mo- 
ment. 
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"Then the Pnnce, hastily draiang out his poniard and sabre, 
struck off the head of Antinmour His tram did the same to all 
those ivho composed the divan , and runnmg directly into the city, 
an infinity of heads were flymg off without knowing who caused this 
disorder After this great execution, the ambassador and his tram 
made themselves visible, and declared to the people m the pubhc 
square that there was no other method of avoidmg certam death 
but to submit to the government of Keiramour, which they did 
without reluctance This pomard,” continued Damake, "has been 
long kept m the treasury of the Pnnces of that country. By little 
and httie, however, its value was forgotten, and the remembrance 
of its uncommon property totally lost, and when your Majesty 
desned an explanation of the talismans, I found that this was at 
Balsora m the possession of a poor Jew, a broker, who sells upon 
the bndge of that city all the old iron and useless weapons that are 
cast away It was not difficult to procure the possession of it, 
therefore it was no ment m me to give my Sovereign Lord a talis- 
man which would be absolutely useless to me, whilst the destiny 
of monarchs may unfortunately render such precautions necessary 
to them ” 

Nourgehan made a thousand exclamations upon the boundless 
ocean of her liberality, and said to her, 

" Sovereign of my heart, reflect upon what you have said to me 
consider that if these talismans, valuable m themselves, but mean 
m comparison with you, have excited my wish to possess them, how 
much greater must my desue be to wed the giver ! All the sages, 
Seidel-Beckir himself, never composed a talisman so wonderful as 
you are Yesterday you knew not a smgle word of the history of 
the talisman, to-day you are perfectly mstructed m it This poniard 
was not four and twenty hours since at Balsora, yet notwithstanding 
the great distance we are from that city, you have presented it to 
me this moment Are you the daughter of Seidel-Beckir, or are 
you an enchantress yourself?” 

Damake blushed at tins discourse, and Nourgehan again press- 
mg her to speak, she rephed, 

“Nothmg IS impossible when one desires to please him whom 
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one lo7e& But I will ezpUin at once all that poizlei my Sultan. 
Not long after my birth, my mother waa aeated at the foot of a 
palm-tree enjoying with me the coolness of the morning, without 
any other thcraght than that of rctummg by her tende r kmes my 
innocent carcssci, when m a moment she pcrcerred herself fur 
rounded by a nomeroos Coart who attended a Queen, benntiftil, 
majestic, magnificently dressed and who had herself also an mfimt 
m her mmH. Notwithstanding the pomp of her train and all the 
grandeur of royalty, she caressed me, young as 1 waj, and after 
tome moments' stay said to mj mother 

This duld whom you see in my arms, and who u mme, is by 
Bate obliged to taste the milk of a mortal, it bong a command laid 
npon us by Allah , and I cannot find one more modest, more wise, 
nor whose milk u purer than thme. Do me the pleasure, there 
fore, of norsing my infant for a few moments. 

My mother consented with plensnre and the Qaeen in return 
for her complaisance, said to her 

‘ Whenero yon have any sorrow or any desire come to the foot 
of a palm^ee, cut a leaf off it, bum it, and call for me — I am 
nam ed the Pen Malikatada — and I will haste immediately to your 
assistance. I goint the same power to your little gid when she 
attains the age of reason. 

‘^My mother never importuned the Pen except for the care of 
my education and I my lord, before I knew you, had never ad- 
dressed myself to her, for I knew no desire, nor had my heart 
formed any wish. From that time 1 fear I have fatigued her so 
many troubles and mqnietndes have seued upon my souh It was 
she, as you will judge, who made Diafcr known to me, who dic- 
tated to me the answera I gave the sages, who informed me of the 
talismans, and delivered this one to me. It was she, likewise; who 
caused the Governor of Diool to be arrested and who demands 
his life of you m return for the golden fish which I have given you 

ftom him she also woold hare given me she panitM , 

" Go on, beanteoui Damak^* said Nouigehan with tenderness 
“ if you love me, can you conceal any thing from me ? 

** She would have given me, resumed Dunake, a of 
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her composition that should force you always to love mi, but I 
have refused it Can tlicre be any happy talisman in love but the 
heart?" 

Nourgehan, struck with so many virtues, and such proofs of her 
attachment to him, would no longer defer his hii)piness He 
immediately caused his whole Court, and all the grandees of his 
kingdom, to be assembled 

“I may boast with reason," said he to them, “that I am the 
happiest Pnnee upon earth I possess a bracelet which preserve:* 
me from all fear of poison , all the ire isures of the sea are mine 
by the means of a fish, which at my command will fetch them from 
the bottom of the waves, Damake has given me this poniard, 
which renders whoever I please invisible. The proof that I can 
make before your eyes of this magnificent talisman will convince 
you of their vutues better than the golden fish, which it would be 
more tedious and difficult to exhibit" 

He drew his poniard as he spoke, and disappeared from their 
sight The astonishment of the spectators was not yet dissipated, 
when he disappeared with all his military officers, and said to his 
magistrates, “ Do you see such a general, such an officer that has 
served so long in my army?" To every question they answered 
No He ceased then to be visible to the eyes of his warriors, and 
disappeared with his Viziers and all the Doctors of the Law, de- 
signing by that means to convince them fully, and leave no room 
for jealousy and suspicion “ Return than! s, then, with me," added 
he, “to Allah and His holy Prophet, for having made me the most 
powerful Prince upon earth " 

He performed his action of thanks wnth a fervour worthy of the 
bounty which Heaven had shown him, and all his courtiers followed 
his example When he had fulfilled that miportant duty, he said 
to them, 

“ The greatest vice of the human heart is ingratitude it is to 
Damake that I owe these powerful treasures , her beauty alone, 
her ment and her virtue, would deserve the gratitude I shall my 
whole life preserve for her , but gratitude ought to be accompanied 
with more than words . I will this day unite her to me for ever.” 
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AH the Cooit and tlie gnndee* applauded his choice , and 
Nourgehan, hanng comioanded Domake to be brought, she ap- 
peared with all those modest graces that nature bad adorned bee. 
\Vben the Frmce had giren her his hand in presence of the Great 
fmam, Da make, who had prostrated herself before him said with 
an audible Toice, 

** AVhen I gave an account of the t.iHsmans of the great Setdeh 
Becbr, 1 informed you, mj lord that there were four still subsist 
ing m the world you have jret but three.* 

^ Have I not nches enou^ m possessing thee?* returned Nour 
gehan. **Thou art reckoned, perhaps, for the fourth, but they 
are not all of half thy value.* 

No my lord,* resumed Domake, casting her eyes upon the 
ground, and presentmg him with a nng, ** this was wanting Thk 
rmg of steel gives you a power of penetrating into the secreis of 
every heart Others, in my place, might look opon this talisman 
as a danger, but I shall look opon it os & blessing If you still con- 
descend to interest yourself in the sentiments that >ou hare for 
ever graved m mine , and if I have the mufortune not to deserve 
that mterestmg cunosity it will at least make known to you, with* 
out any doubts, the characters and the fidelity of your subjects," 
At that instant the Pen Malikatada appeared with her whole 
Court, and desired the King to past mto a garden, which by her 
power, and that of the genu, she had adorned with exquisite tn tte 
and magnificence Here she honoured the nuptials with her pre- 
sence, and Nourgdian lived happOy ever aftcrwardi, more happy 
in the lore and counsels of Damake than b all the taJiKmant upon 
earth, if he could have jomed them to those which he already 
possessed. 







HE kingdom of Dmerou\ com[)rt:hcndod all Syria and 
the isles of India lying at tiie mouth of the Persian 
Gulf This powerful State was formerly subject to King 
Bohetzad, who resided in the city of Issessara, Nothing could 
equal the power of this monarch PIis troops were nithout num- 
ber, his treasures inexhaustible, and the population of his dominions 
was equal to their fertility His whole kingdom, divided into ten 
great departments, was entrusted to the administration of ten 
Viziers, of whom his divan was composed This Pnnce used often 
to repair to the chase as a recreation after the cares of government 
One day, while he entered with liis usual keenness mto this 
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ff T rr rjt JT, he ftBo^red buDielf to be omed so far m ponmt of a stag 
which had darted into the forest, sod left his attendants at so great 
a distance, that, upon coming out of the wood, he could perceive 
none of his people , he had also lost sight of hii prey And while 
he endeavoured to find out the cast of the place he was in, he 
peremved at a distance a pretty large troop of men. He approached 
them, and as ho drew near he could distinguish a body of forty 
knights,* surrounding a splendid litter the brightness of which was 
heightened by the rays of the son. This carnage was made of 
rock oystal, the mouldings and hinges were of carved gold, and 
the roof m form of a crown, was mode of wood of aloes having 
pnmiri>< of Silver This litter resembled m shape a small antique 
temple, but so brilliant that the eye was quite daziled with it A 
prodigy of this kind in the imdct of a desert, astonished the King, 
and at the tame time exated his ennoety He came up and 
saluted the coa\*oy and, addressing hii discourse to the knight 
who held the rems of the mules, 

“ Fneuds,'’ said be, be so kind as to tell me the meaning of all 
this equipage, and the name of the person to whom it bcloogi.* 
Notwithstanding the drfl and polite manner in which the monorcli 
spoke this, yet, as the hunting ^ess did not express the dignity of 
the wearer they answered, “What matters it to 700?"* 

Bohetzod was not discouraged with so dry an answer but still 
msuted with politeness, and even earnestness, lor & more satisfiic 
toiy reply He who appeared to be the leader of the troop then 
presented to him the pomt of his spear and said, 

“ Go on your way audacious fellow 1 otherwise, if your curiosity 
becomes more impertment, be assured it will cost you your life.” 

This insolent behaviour exated the indignation of the King. 
He went up to the knight who thus threatened him with that air 
of confidence and that commanding tone, the habit of which he 
bad acquired in the exerase of absolute power 


* Knlghti. Thfl Toy todtnt knlghlbood of India adstfid at tUi dme. 'IboM 
*bo demted tbouelTca to this of QJa anned from Wd to 
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“ Slave of my throne ! ” said he to him, “ dost thou not know 
Bohetzad ? But, had I been only a common man, after speaking 
to you m so modest and friendly a manner, ought you to have 
threatened me wth death ? ” 

At the very name of Bohetzad, the knights alighted and pros- 
tated themselves on the earth. 

“ Sire,” said one of the oldest of them, “pardon an answer which 
we could not thmk addressed to the greatest monarch of the earth, 
for it was very possible not to recognize your Majesty m a hunting 
dress, and without attendants ” 

“ Rise,” said the King, “ and gratify my cunosity Who is the 
nerson m that htter, and whither are you conducting it ? ” 

“ Sire," answered the knight, “it is the daughter of Asphand, 
your Grand Vizier we are conducting her to the Prince of Baby- 
lon, to whom she is going to be mamed ” 

During this, the daughter of the Vizier, uneasy on account of the 
delay, presented her head at the curtain of the litter, in order to 
get information, and was perceived by Bohetzad Whatever pains 
she had taken to prevent herself from being seen, her extraordinary 
beauty struck the Sovereign His heart received a fatal wound . hi: 
passion, arrived at its height, aspired after gratification from the 
very moment of its existence , and Bohetzad, determmed to make 
sure of the object of it, made use of his absolute authonty, and 
spoke thus to the conductor of the litter 

“ I command you to take the road to Issessara, and to conduct 
the daughter of ray Grand Vizier to my palace ” 

The commander of the troop thought it necessary to make some 
reply to his Majesty 

“ Su-e,” said he, “ your Vizier is your slave as well as we , and 
therefore, if we return his daughter to his own palace, she will con- 
tmue there m equal subjection to your wilL” 

“ But my Vizier has disposed of his daughter without my consent^ 
and I do not owe hi m the attention which you propose I should 
pay him." 

“Sire,” replied the knight, “your Grand Vizier Asphand has 
always been held m the highest estimation, and has had the honoiu 
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to tT»jo7 the confidence of yoor 2»Ia]ecty One mjttnco of violence 
exeicued against him may Affect hu repotabon, and cause him to 
lose, m the hpmion of the pnhhcv that credu whkh it is )mur in* 
terest that he ihoold enjoy** 

** AH his credit depends on me, and I do not detract from h by 
doing him the bonoor to many hu danghtcr** 

Hie oldest, and liknme the best mfonned of the stiQ 

ventured to speak. 

"Sire,* said he, "preapitation u dangeiocs; it often draws ro* 
pentance after it: yoor slaves beseech yooi hlajesty to reflect 
matorely on this.’* 

**1 have reflected already, andadous old man I** rephed the 
Pnnce in anger ^ **wfaat can Don should I observe with my slave? 
Obey" 

Bemg able to restram his impatience no longer he t enpd 
the bndle of the moles, and directed their steps towards that part 
of the forest ^ere he presomed bis people would be ossembl^ at 
the appomted rendexvxms. He soon fotmd himself at the tent 
wfaicb they had set op, and be ordemd rH hu «oi te to accompany 
the Pnneas m the litter to hu palace. When the resume was 
aimred, the King ordered the chief of his emmehs to bdsg the 
Cadi, who instantly appeared, and drew op a conlnct of marmge 
between Bohetxad and the Pnnccss Baherjoo, danghtcr of Asphond 
the VuleE. 

While the King was taken np with the ceremonies of the marri- 
age, the forty knights retamed to the palace of the Grand Vizier, 
being forced to abandon the liUer and the Pnneess whom they 
were condnctiog to Babylon. The minuter was confounded at so 
speedy a retain. Having set oot fhazi the city of tmw 

conld they come badi so soon firom Babylon ? He feared that 
some extraordinary accident had befallen them. One of the knights 
came and told what had happened i be exaggerated the violence 
and despotic manner of Bo^txad, and QUed the mind of the 
muuater with fear and resentment, altboagh be aisored btm 
the monarch was that very night to many his daaghtcr. 

“Thna to oppose hims^ to my disposal of my own famDr I to 
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carry ofif my daughter I to marry her against my will < — m this 
manner to repay my services ! ” said the enraged mmister 

Full of a desire of vengeance, he immediately ordered expresses 
to be sent to all his friends, the Prmces and grandees of his family, 
to assemble them at his house When they were come, he repre- 
sented to them the outrage which the Kmg had committed against 
his daughter, the Prmce of Babylon, and himself Shame and re- 
sentment entered into every breast Asphand perceived, from the 
effect of the relation which he had made them, that it would be 
easy to associate them ivith him m his schemes of revenge 

“ Pnnces and lords • ” said he to them, “ the Kmg, occupied 
with his pleasures, is not delicate about the means of gratification, 
and, as a recompense for my labours, he hesitates not to expose 
me to the disgrace of an irreparable insult I am nothmg but a 
vile slave m his eyes Thinks he that my daughter is obhged to 
share his unsteady attachment? You yourselves ivill not be safe 
from this dishonour , your mves and daughters will not be spared 
His torrent of iniquity will discharge itself on you, if we endeavour 
not to stop Its course ” 

The relations and fnends of the Vizier entered mto his mterests, 
and a deliberation was held concemmg the measures which were 
to be taken One of them, deeply skilled m pohtics, thus gave his 
opmion 

“Vizier, write to the Kmg, and express to hun how sensible 
you are of the unexpected honour which he has done you, to 
which you could never have had the smallest pretensions Along 
with this letter send another to your daughter, m which you must 
seem delighted with her good fortune Supphcate Heaven with 
her, to pour down happmess upon a monarch so beloved by his 
people Accompany these despatches with magnificent presents, 
and Bohetzad, blmded by his passion, will readily believe every 
tlimg which can flatter it You will take advantage of this security 
to leave him at the first opportunity, under pretence of attendmg 
to his busmess , and, havmg secured yourself against any sudden 
attack firom him, transmit to all the Pnnces, the Governors, and 
people entrusted with t)->e management of the finances, alarmmg 
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occoc nu of the fitoation of the kmgdom. Represent to them the 
danger of the State, while the goveniment u m the hands of a 
foimg Prmce, addicted to the gratification of hu passions, and 
incapable of rewarding the semces done him, which he onlj 
repays with violence and dugrace, being guided by no law but the 
dictates of a wQl as depraved os it is absolnte.” 

The Grand Vmer and the rest of the assembly adopted this 
plan. They all agreed to embmce every opportomty which might 
present itself of preparing the nu&ds of the people, without ex 
posing themselves to danger, and to contmas at Issessaxa when 
Asphand bad left it, for the purpose of giving him mfom^^tlon 
and directing his conduct These resolutions bang entered hito, 
the assembly qmckly broke op^ that they might girt no room fen 
sospiaon , and Asphand wrote to die King m the fi^owing terms 
Mighty King, monarch of twoseasl yourslave, already elevated 
by you to the pU.ee of Grand Vlner and honoured with the tide 
of Prmce, did not expect the distangmshed honoor of becoming 
your relatiOQ. Infinitely obliged by this new favour I ofier op 
to the God of heaven the most ardent wishes that He would eon- 
tmnally heap on your Majesty new marks of His kmdness that 
He would prolong your days, and grant you all the blessings of a 
kingdom which shi^ not shaken to the latest posterity My 
duty hitherto has been to labour for mamtaming both 
and mtcmal peace m your H<vninir>nii^ by the wise ■dmTi>Tftmti( 7 n 
of justice, and by defimdmg your frontieis from the enemy I 
filled the station of your First Viner , the duties thereof are now 
become more sacred to me , the honour of a connection with you 
gives me a personal mterest m their success and my daughter 
and 1 win only be slaves more faithfnlly attached to your person 
and mterests. 

The letter to Baheijoa contained congratnlabons on her good 
fortone, and was as oitfully expressed u the one addressed to her 
spouse. Asphand cansed the first officer of bis household to deliver 
these letters, and accompanied them with a magnificent present. 
The young son of the Viner jomed the envoy j they went togclha 
to the King s palace, and pr os tra ted themselves before bjm_ 
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Bohetzad, intoxicated with the good fortune which he enjoyed, 
did not in the least suspect the false declarations of the Vmer 
He ordered his son to be clothed with the nchest robe, and a 
thousand pieces of gold to be given to the officer who was en- 
trusted with the message. Scarcely were they gone out, when the 
oldest of the Viziers came to pay his court to the King The 
monarch received him with his usual goodness, made him sit down, 
and communicated to him the happiness which he expected to 
enjoy m the possession of his lovely spouse , for, though he had 
gamed her by an act of violence, he imagined that his happmess 
could be obscured by no cloud. 

“The attachment shown me by Asphand,” said he, “removes 
my fears concerning the resentment which I might suppose him 
to possess . here are his letters, read them, and you will see' how 
well he IS pleased -with this alliance Besides, the magnificence 
of his presents exceeds even the force of his expressions ” 

The old minister, after readmg the letters, contmued thoughtful, 
and with doivncast eyes 

“ Are you not satisfied with what you have read?” said the Kmg 

“ A dangerous reptile,” replied the mmister, “ when it means to 
mtroduce itself anywhere, does not try to frighten by its odious 
hissmgs It creeps m artfully under the folds of its flexible and thin 
body , its scales are glittenng and smooth , its looks are soft and 
fawmng, and it takes care to conceal its treacherous and venomous 
stmg The letters of Asphand are studied doubt not that you 
have offended , and the pretended softness of his expressions only 
conceals a scheme of revenge, the consequences of which you ought 
to guard against and prevent ” 

Bohetzad, entuely occupied with his love, and supposmg that 
the mmister who thus spoke to him was mfluenced by motives of 
jealousy, paid no regard to the advice, whicn proceeded from at- 
tachmeiit, zeal, and prudence, but allowed himself to be bhnded 
concemmg the conduct of Asphand The latter, m prosecution 
of his plan, and under pretence of appeasing some rumours in 
certain parts of the kingdom, left the capital, in a few months after, 
with his whole retmue As soon as he saw himselt out of the reach 
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of power be communicated to the governor* of the provmcea the 
affiont which he had reenred , ho exated them to revolt, by m* 
ipinng thiHn with a fear that they would all meet with a treatment 
aimitar to that whidi he bad recoTed, and to detenmne them, he 
calumniated, in every mitance, the penon and government ol 
Bohetxad. 

On receiving the metienger* of the Grand Vmer, the grandee* 
of the kmgdom, enraged ogainat a Pnnee whose gftTnmfiTaKrm 
was held fi^rth m soch odion* colours, conceited together from 
one provmce to another, and assured Aiphand thn^ upon the first 
signal given by htm, they would take the field with the troops nnder 
then command. The Visier at the same time warned the Fimees 
iriio roDsmed at to hold themselves m readmess against 

the day on which he should come to complete hu revenge, and to 
free the State from a tyrant who was sunk m cficmmacy 

The plot was execQt^ before Bohetod had the smallest nuploon 
of iL The oty of Issessara was completely invested by the army 
of Asphsnd. On recaving this news, the King armed m haste, 
he ordered the troops who were about his person to follow hnn , 
but they had been gruied over and were devoted to his enemy 
He saw no ssfety for hitntflF but in Sight He saddled, with bis 
own hands, one of his finest coursers; and, taking Baheijoa behmd 
him, endeaTOUied to gam the desert He made a passage for 
himjtfJf through the mi^ of his molmous sobjects, whom he trod 
under hii feet The young heroi, whose courage seemed only to be 
mcreased by lore, burst Hke a tocrest through a troop of those 
who wished to mtermpr ida passage , bis invincible spear spared 
none of the rebels \ and ms horsey as vigorous os swif^ soon coined 
htm out of sight of his euemies. 

He was now in the midst of the desert and, night obliging him 
to allow some repose to his wile, fatigued with so violent on ex 
peditioD, he stopped at the foot of a frightful mountain. On this 
spot the Queen, exhausted with weaimesa, gave birth to her first 
l^m child, and the Pnnee recerred in hu arms a young boy, no 
bcsutifiil than hi* mothcT 

The tender pair loaded him with caresses, and soon forgot, m 
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their new joy, the fatigue, uneasiness, and horror of theu: situation. 
The child was wrapped m a part of the Queen's robes , and, in 
this sohtude, they enjoyed a profound sleep The returning day 
invited them, however, to pursue their journey. The affectionate 
mother nursed her mfant tenderly, but it pined away, and the 
mother herself was m danger Bohetzad then saw himself under 
the cruel necessity of sacrificing nature to duty He perceived a 
limpid fountam, on the borders of which there was a green bank, 
defended from the rays of the sun by the neighbounng willows 
Here the unhappy parents abandoned to the care of Providence 
the object of their affection, havmg first watered it wth their tears 

“Great AUah !” said the afflicted mother, “Thou who formerly 
watched over the young Ishmael, take care of this mnocent creature. 
Send the preservmg angel to him. We have no hope but m Thy 
succour ” 

Sighs prevented her from saymg more They both tore them- 
selves away firom this dreadful sacrifice, and committed this sacred 
deposit mto the hands of its Creator 

The noise they had made m coming thither had fiightened away 
from the bnnk a hmd, who, along with her fawns, was refreshing 
herself at this exuberant fountam As soon as they were gone, 
she returned, and approached the languishing creature, which 
seemed about to lose for ever the httle strength which remamed 
A powerful mstmct led this animal to give the child that nounsh- 
ment which was reserved only for her young ones She fed quietly 
around her nurslmg, and left the place no more The wild beasts 
of the forest, it appeared, had abandoned to her the enjoyment of 
this happy spot, although so necessary to the supply of their wants, 
armd the bummg sands and parched deserts with which they were 
surrounded Nevertheless, men came to disturb their repose 

It was a band of robbers, whom thust had brought into these 
places They saw a child wrapped m nch swaddhng-clothes, but 
stiU more remarkable for the beauty of its features The leadei 
of the banditti approached it, took it up, and sent it straightway 
to his wife, that she rmght pay it the necessary attentions, and 
educate it as if it had been their own son When the wife saw it 
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ihc waj toored mth its mnocent bomty entered into the beneTO' 
lent viewi of her huiband, and immediately procured for their 
adopted son the bat none m the horde. 

seen the son of Bohetsad m sale bands, let ns now 
follow the steps of those illastrions tmvelleti. 

Full of gnef for the sacrifice which they had been forced to 
make, the King nnH Qaeen contmaed then jonmey in sadness 
till they reached the capital of Penia, where Kaasern then reigned. 

This powerful monarch recerred the fugitive Prince and hii 
chamung spouse with die res{>ect which was due from a crowned 
head to a great Sovereign, hii elly wlune rebellious subjects bad 
revolted under the standard of a aiminal usurper To Bohetzad 
he allotted on apartment in bis palecc as magiiificent as bis own, 
and to Baherjoa one equal to that of bis fovoonte Sultana. Such 
were the ncha and magnificence of the palaoe m which the King 
of Dineroox and bit wife now were, that, besda the magnificent 
apartments in which they were lodged themselves, tbae were 
twenty-four others occnpied by as many ladia belonging to the 
Sultan, each of whom was served by fifty slava of their own sex, 
in the bloom of youth and of the most exquisite beanty 

The treasura of the East seemed to have been exbsnsted in 
beautifying these stately dwelhngi. The gardens were full of the 
rarest and the moit gaudy fiowext the waters, whose couna were 
distriboted with great art, presented a magnificent scene to the eye, 
the trea gave at once, by the beauty of their frmt and the t hi r k 
ness of their foliage, the idea of plenty and the delight of repose , 
the birds, with the variety of their ploniage and their song, en- 
chanted the inhabitants of these happy regions. Everything, m 
short, concurred to display the ncha of the great monarch of 
Persia, whose immense power was farther displayed by an army of 
two hundred thousand men which constituted his Ufe guard. A 
Pnnee so pow er ful and nugmficent need spare nothing in treat 
mg, m a manner imtable to their rank, the iHostnous guests whom 
he had rccaved mto hu palace. 

At the same time that he ordered a powerM army to be as- 
sembled on the fixmticra, with the necessary itora and military 
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engines, he endeavoured to dispel the melancholy of the husband and 
wife by feasts, which displayed the greatest splendour and vanety. 
But generosity and greatness of soul were not the only cause of his 
attentions, a less noble but more powerful feehng had taken 
possession of his heart He was enamoured of Baheqoa, whose 
beauty was superior to that of all the wives m his seragho His 
passion for her was disguised under the veil of friendship, but, from 
the profusion which he displayed on every occasion, the dehcacy 
of his attentions, and the care which he took to anticipate her 
wishes, it was easy to discover the love by which he was actuated 
The sad Bahei^oa, whose attention was occupied solely by the loss 
of her son and the misfortunes of her husband, was far from as 
cnbing any of the attentions which she met with to this motive , 
her soul, weighed down with gnef, was mcapable of enjoying any 
of the pleasures which were presented to her , her heart, sincerely 
affected, was maccessible to every impression but that with which 
it was alieady occupied Her son abandoned in the desert to the 
care of Providence, and her husband reduced by her father to the 
necessity of askmg succour from a foreign Kmg, were the only 
objects which engrossed her thoughts 
In the meantime, the army which Bohetzad was to command 
was assembled He took leave of Kassera to put himself at tlie 
head of this formidable body, and soon penetrated into the heart 
of Syria. Asphand, the usurper, being informed of the danger 
which threatened him, communicated it to his associates, as- 
sembled them as quickly as possible, and met his enemy at the 
head of two hundred thousand men 

The armies were now in sight of one another The centre of 
Bohetzad’s army was commanded by an expenenced Vizier of the 
Persian Kmg Bohetzad himself, at the head of a chosen body 
of knights, was everywhere to give orders He suddenly began 
the combat on the right by attacking the opposite wmg of the 
enemy with such fury that they were obliged to fall back upon the 
centre, and were thrown into confusion and disorder The Kmg 
of Dmeroux lost not a moment he advanced his mam body to- 
wards that of the enemy as if he meant to attack it, but, frugal of 
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the blood of his sobjectx, whose hres he wished to ipoxe, he nude 
fmlt, und ordered ha left wing to attack the nght wing of 
the enemj they gare way and fell back in disorder, so that three- 
fourths of Asphsnd s army remained sniroimded. The nstnper 
endeaTonred in vain to rally hu troops, whom an attack equally 
pmdent and vigOTons had thrown into disorder. Fear, and above 
sH remorse, disanned them. A pardon bemg offered, they accepted 
It, and, that they might appear less unworthy of it, they unatd- 
mously delivered up the nngteaders of the revolt. Asphand, his 
famil y and hu principal associates, were put to death on the field 
of battle. 

Thn victory decided anew the late of the kingdom of Dmcroux, 
^hich agam submitted to the taws of its nghtM Sovereign. The 
monarch retnmed to hu capital, re-estabUshed order throughout 
hu empire, and contrived proper means for testifying hu giatitnde 
to the Sovereign who hod given hnn such powerful attutanrar. 

He deteiznmed that the most intenigeot of hu Vmers «hoold 
go into Pertii, at the head of twelve thoosand men. Twenty 
elephants, loaded with magnificent presents, were to follow in hu 
tram. At the same dme, he was charged with a more delicate 
commigion. He was to pass through the desert in which the son 
of Bahojos had been abandoned and endeavour to find out the 
place near the foimtam which bad served him for a cradle. He 
was to make inquiry of every living soul he might meet on the 
road, m order to get information concerning the &to of thu pre- 
oous deposit , and havmg found him, to carry him to the arms of 
hu tender mother whom he was to bung with him also to Issessara. 
But many obstacles stood m the way of these things. The prudent 
envoy caused the whole desert to be searched, but to no purpose 
he did not succeed so well in finding the child as m hnn^png back 
the mother. 

Kiiuera, desperately m love with thu Princess, could not think 
of partmg with her On the arrival of the ambassador, with 
presents from the King of Dmcroux, and a commission to bung 
away the Queen, he felt some struggles in hu heart but love 
tnumphed over them. Thu impenous passion nia gni fiH , in hii 
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eyes, the good offices he had done, and made the giving up of a 
woman seem but a poor return for them In a word, he renounced 
the glonous title of a generous protector for tliat of a base ravisher 
of the wife of his ally 

Nevertheless, he appeared to receive with gratitude the embassy 
of Bohetzad, and the presents with which it was accompanied. 
Meanwhile, he was informed that the auMliary troops, which he 
had furnished this monarcli, had returned into Persia, The offi- 
cers who commanded them extolled to the shies the bravery, the 
abilities, and the magnificence of liohel/ad They relumed from 
his dominions, dehghted with himself, loaded with kindness, and 
astonished at the power with which he was surrounded, and the 
resources of the country over which he reigned These universal 
reports raised an unusual conflict m tlie soul of Kassera. Pie was 
not accustomed to victory over himself, for, till tliat moment, he 
had yielded to every mcluiation But he must now either give 
up a violent passion, or the title of the benefactor of a Sovereign 
equal to himself m dignity and in power, and that, too, at the 
hazard of drawing upon Persia the scourge of a cruel war, and of 
seeing all Asia in dreadful confusion 

“ Be ashamed, Kassera,” said he to himself, “ of the guilty de- 
signs you have formed Return thanks to fortune for the favour 
It has done you, m opening your e>cs to the folly of your conduct 
May the King of Dineroux for ever remain ignorant that, forget- 
ting what you ow-e both to yourself and him, you have dared to 
covet a blessing which he holds so dear Remember the benefit 
you have denved from encountering difficulties which have recalled 
you to your duty Oh ' absolute pow er ' how much art thou to 
be dreaded by the man who knows not how to command himself! 
Allowing myself to be earned away by my desires, I was about to 
become criminal, and to show myself unworthy to reign But I 
know how to check my passions and change my projects ” 

The King of Persia, having taken this resolution, sent imme- 
diately for his pnncipal treasurer, and gave orders that a litter, 
ornamented with precious stones, and more splendid than had ever 
been seen, should be prepared to carry Baherjoa into her hus- 
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band I dominioni. A coimderablc embassy was ordered to follow 
It, with magnificent presents. In this manner did Bahojoa. begm 
her joumey to Syna, after bemg well assured of respect and attaett - 
ment by t^ SoTcrcign who had now determined to pert with her 
Bohetzad met his spouse before she entered Issessara. It is od* 
possible to desmibe the transports of this mterview Yet the 
tender uneasiness of the mother respecting the fiite of her son, 
soon disturbed the happmess wnh which the pair were mton rated 
Bahojoa offered the greatest reward to obtain news of her son, 
and ^heUad gave orders tliat the most minute inquiry should be 
made. It was by no means probable that he had been devoured 
by wild beasts, otlierwrse some remnants would hare been found, 
at the first sftuch, of the clothes wherem he was wrapped A 
thousand knights were again dispatched to the desert, and or 
dered to spr^ thenuelvei all around the fountain but then 
search was in vain. Bobetiad concealed their want of success 
from his inconsolable spouse, and endeavoured to soften her pam 
and vexahoa 

** There IS as yet no rcKim for despair* said he to her **thefirvoni 
of Heaven, which did not abandon us amidst the dangers to which 
wo have been exposed, uid which has restored to na the throne 
whereon we are now seated, will have pTcserved the son so dear 
to our heart It only withholds him m order to dehver him to os 
when we shall have merited this firvoor by our submission to its 
wilL To be deprived of him is gnevous, but we are idll of an age 
to expect consolation. Dry up your tears, my dear Baher^ca, they 
arc the torment of my life.* 

The Queen appeared somewhat more tranquil, but the wotmd 
which her heart had received could not be so easily clooed 

In the meantnne, the tender object of their uneasmess, snatched 
from the arms of death by the chief of the robbers, and educated 
by hij wife with all the care of the most tender mother grew m 
strength and beauty The leuure of his early youth was filled up 
by reading and study He was soon able to engage m those exer 
dies whidi strengthen the body he outstripped all the children 
of the horde by abilities, address, strength, and mtrcpidity very 
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surpnsmg at his years. He was also distinguished by an apphca- 
bon to study, from which he denved the greatest advantages, and 
by punctuality in those duhes which were required of him by a 
society little suited to him, but of which chance had made him a 
member The chief of these vagabonds, seemg him so expert m 
the use of arms and m nding, soon associated him with himself m 
his expedibons against the travellers whom business led mto the 
countnes infested by their depredations , and the young Aladtn 
(for this was his name) showed himself as brave as he was expert 

One day the troop attacked a caravan returning from India, and 
which, as it was loaded mth goods of the most valuable kmd, a 
formidable guard defended from danger The desue of booty 
prevented the vagabonds from thmkmg of the danger to which 
they were exposmg themselves They attacked this convoy with 
an unusual degree of boldness, but were soon repulsed- Two-thirds 
of the troop remamed on the field of battle, and the rest fled 
Aladm, as yet young and mexpenenced, drawn on by his valour, 
was soon surrounded and made prisoner 

When a robber is taken with arms m his hand he ought to be 
beheaded But the engaging air, the elegance, and beauty of this 
young Pnnce, mterested the whole caravan m his favour, and saved 
him from the common fate They did not beheve the mgenuous 
replies which he made When quesboned about his birth and pro- 
fession, he declared himself the son of the chief of the robbers 
They could not imagine how this youth should unite so many 
natural advantages with an air so remarkable He was earned 
along with the caravan, which soon amved at Issessara, where his 
father Bohetzad held his Court 

The amval of the caravan afforded a new opportunity of divert- 
ing the attention of the Queen, as yet afflicted with the loss of a 
son, whom she could not bamsh from her memory The Sovereign 
sent the chief of the eunuchs to make choice of such stuffs and 
valuable articles as might be most agreeable to Baherjoa. The 
merchants were eager to display them before him , but the figure 
of Aladm, who was there as a slave, appeared to him so lavishmgly 
beautifiil that he attracted his particular attention He wished to 
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conduct him to the pabce, hoping thit hu tcmce night be agree* 
able to the monarch , to th^ aher hanng porduaed what woj 
proper, he retained, together with AUdm, to the palace, where the 
Elmg appeared aatiified with hit boigami. 

^ said the eonnch, ** jroor Majesty seems pleased with what 
I have porchased, bat the most beostifM aitkle m the kan* was 
a young man of sDch complete beonty that 1 tbonght him the per 
feet image of him who is menaoned m the Alcoran, before whom 
the eleren stars prostrated themselves, as before the son and the 
moon." 

The King, canons to see this slave, ordered him to bo broaght 
with his master and they both qnicldy appeared before the King. 

The appearance of the yonng stranger did not beHe the favour 
able wbidi the chief of the eonnehs had given of him. 

The Kmg coaid not beheve that so beandful a slave could owe 
tus both to A daai of men so vnlgar as that which composed the 
cunvan. He made inquiry concermng him of their chief, to whom 
he hu doubts OH polnL 

**Sire,” replied the merchant, **tl:ds young man does not in 
reality belong to any of us, and we know neither his family nor 
ongm. We were attacked m the desert by a band of robbers, we 
defended ourselres with brarezy Fart of them remained on the 
field of battle, the rest fied, and left in our bands the joung man 
who now engages your emum^ Custom condemned him to 
death, bat we could not think of mfllctmg iL We asked him coo* 
cemmg bis stohou and family, and he told us that he was the son 
of the chief of these vagabond We know no more of him andean 
say nothing more to jour hUJes^ with any degree of certainty * 

» Let turn be left here," s:^ the Kmg, " I want him to enter 
mto my service." 

** Your Majesty ■ rephed the chief ** may dispose u jroa please 
of all that belongs to the slaves of your throne. 

At that instant Aladm fHl at the feet of the monarch, with his 


Ttu ifM b a plxcs aBoltM far Um «boiH of forti(D ncTobuO*, »h«r« they 
nfHjko ibair aercinndiM for mIs. 
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face on the ground, and kissed his robe The King ordered the 
chief of the eunuchs to admit him into the class of slaves v.hich 
were most frequently about his person. 

Nature spoke in the monarch’s heart in favour of his new page. 
He never saw him without feeling emotions which he could by 
no means account for He always \\ ished to have him w ith him , 
and that which at first appeared no more than a nsing inclination, 
soon became a ver)' warm attachment. An interest Y«hich he felt 
very strongly made him regard with pleasure the progress both of 
the young Aladin’s mind and body He admired his application, 
prudence, discretion, and fidelity, and already considered his rare 
virtues as the fruit of liis cares 

After long experience of his abilities and activity, he went so 
far as to trust him with the supenntendence of his finances, and 
depnved his Viziers of an administration in which he suspected 
them In short, he decided every affair of importance, by sub- 
mitting It to the sagacity of the young Aladin. The confidence of 
the Sovereign was not misplaced The more he trusted the reason 
and wsdora of his favounte, the more the happiness of his people, 
the prospenty of the realm, and his revenues were increased Hu 
confidence m a short time knew no bounds Aladin became as 
dear to his father as if he had known himself to be so m rtalit), 
and the mfluence of the Viziers was lost m that of the young 
minister 

Jealous of a power which they had lost, the ten Viziers assem 
bled m secret for the purpose of contriving the means of gratif) ■ 
mg their ambition and tlieir avance They determmed, at any 
rate, to hasten the rum of their hated rival, and, unfortunately, he 
himself seemed to furnish a favourable opportunity for this purpose 

A grand entertainment was given in the palace. Aladin was 
naturally sober, but, whde he sought only to participate m the plea- 
sure of tfie guests, he indulged himself in dnnk, with so much the 
greater security that he was not accustomed to it, and was ignorant 
of its effects At the end of the repast he wanted to retire to his 
own apartment He staggered, his eyes grew and he lost 
the use cf his senses. The first apartment ivhidi camt m hu way 
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leaned to be made ready for hnn. It wts a Tciy nch one, and 
lighted by a great number of trax candles let in lustres. Bat 
Aladm law nothing he only aooght repose, and having found a 
lofa, he threw himself upon it and fell asleep. 

There were no slaves there to inform him of his miftahe. Th^ 
were enjoymg the feast, and only returned to the apartment, which 
they had left open, to fill the pots with peifames, and prepare, 
according to the cnstom of the a coDation of difiTerent sher 
bets and dried aweetmeatL The hangings concealed the sofa on 
which Aladm lay 

AH these preparations being finished, the King and Qaeen re* 
bred to thor aptitmenL Bohetsod approached the sofii, opened 
the cortams, a^ beheld bis minister itrelched opon it and asleep. 
He was mrtantly seued with frantic indignation. 

“What dreadful bcharioax IS this of yours? said he to Babeijoa. 
“This slave could not have got into your apartment and p lac ed 
himself there vithoat your knowledge.* 

“She," replied the Queen, m astonishineDt but without con* 
futon, “m the name of the great Prophet I swear that I have 
ne‘/er spoken to this young man. This is the first time 1 ever saw 
him , and m nothing have 1 encouraged his andaaty * 

At the noise which was made around the 10 & Aladm awoke, 
surprised and astonished at his ntnobon. He hastily arose. 

“ Traitor 1 * the frantic Kmg to hnn, “ ingrote I is this thy 
grabtnde for my favour? Darest thou enter mto my womens 
apartment, wretch that thou art? SpeedDy ahalt thou receive the 
chastisement of thy boldness.’* 

Having said th^ Bohetxad, mflamed with rage, ordered the 
chief of bii eonuebs to shut np the minister m pnson. The 
monarch, agitated with the most violent and opponto passions, 
spent the night without dosing his eyes. At daybreak he raHinl 
to h»rn the first of hii Visier^ who hod no^ for a long txme, been 
admitted mto his presence. He told him of the insult which he 
supposed ho had received. 

At this reatal the Vincr concealed his secret joy Envy hatred, 
and revenge were about to tiuunpk, It was no feeble nebm which 
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was offered . it was a most powerful nval whom he had to crush- 
The old courtier recollected himselt He endeavoured still further 
to exasperate his Sovereign, and determme him to take distm- 
guished vengeance , and with a humble air he spoke as follows 

“Sire, your faithful subjects were astonished when they saw your 
confidence bestowed upon an avowed son of a chief of the robbers 
It would have been too great an mstance of your Majesty’s good- 
ness to have admitted the branch of so corrupt a stock near your 
sacred person You could expect nothing firom him but treachery 
and crimes.” 

At this speech of the Vizier, the eyes of the monarch sparkled 
with rage Immediately he ordered the young man to be brought 
before him, loaded with chains 

“ Wretchl” said he, as soon as he saw him, “recollect the excess 
of my favours, and of your mgratitude ' Let the recollection of 
these, and your remorse, be to you the preludes of the punishment 
that awaits you I Your head is soon to fall upon the scafibld.” 

The fury and threatenmg of the Kmg could not change the 
countenance of the innocent and unfortunate Aladm No trouble 
altered the beauty of his features he preserved that sweet, modest, 
and firm air which had hitherto gamed him the goodwill of the 
monarch He began to speak, and mgenuous candour flowed 
firom his lips 

“ Sue, my fault was an mvoluntary one. If an mdiscretion on 
ray part reduced me to a situation m which, durmg some tune, I 
was deprived of the use of reason, so that it was no longer my 
grade, and allowed me to fall into a very gross mistake, the rest 
was the work of the cruelty of fate My heart, overcome by your 
favours, and entuely devoted to your Majesty, has hitherto felt no 
pleasure but m the happmess of serving you. But, alas 1 what avail 
the best intentions, and all the exertions of zeal, if a supenor law, 
ruhng our destmy, can put a different appearance on the purity of 
the motives by which we are mfluenced ? — if a single action of our 
life, and that, too, done firom the momentary disorder of our senses, 
can expose us to the apparent guilt of a crime, although all our in- 
clmauons are vutuous ? Hurried firom the sommit of happiness 
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into the horrors of dugmce, I nmst submit to the decree which 
the Uow, Hke the merchant, whose memorable story n 
known eren in yotn Majesty^ palace.** 

‘ What merchant do yon mean ? "■ said the King. “ What coxy 
neeboa has his story with thy crime ? 1 allow you to relate It* 

me HisToaT or cassias, on thx itnlucst uaw 

Srax, there hved at Bagdad a TCiy wealthy merchant whose 
manners and knowledge rendered him worthy of pubhc confidence. 
His name was Kaskos. Fortone hod hitherto seconded his labours 
so weU, that he could boast of success in all his enterprises , but 
fate soon dedared against him. He could now no longer tend a 
commiisioQ, or receive a retain srUhout being obliged to make 
considersble sac n fices. He detennmed at length to change the 
nature of his commerce. He toM his sto ck , and laid out one-half 
of the money in buying gram, hi hopes that this article would rise 
m Its pace during the wmter Circumstances, however, were 
against his specnlatioo, for gnun fell in Us vahie. To avoid this 
loss, he locked up hu granaries, determined to wait for a more 
fitvonrable opportunity In the meanbme, one of his friends hav- 
ing come on a visit to him, wished to penuodo him to give up this 
new kind of commerce m which be was engaged bat he not 
listen to this advice, and was obstinately detennmed to keep his 
gram a third yean Soon after there happened to violent a storm 
that the streets and houses of Bagdad iu£rered by an mondation. 
When the waters were abated, vent to see if his com hod 

received any damage he found it aB spnng;iDg, and begmnmg 
to rot In order to escape the penalty it co«t him five hundred 
pieces to get t hr ow n into the nver that which ho had heaped op 
in his granaries at a great expense. 

His friend returned to him. 

** You have neglected, taid he, “ the advice which I gave you. 
Distrust fortune, the sceros to have sworn agamst you, and engage 
m no enterprise without the advtco of a ikilfiil astrologer." 

There was no scarcity of these in Bagdad, and taugbV 
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by his ill success, thought the advice of his fnend deserved atten 
Uon. The soothsayer drew out his horoscope, and assured him 
that his star was so mahgnant, that he must of necessity lose what- 
ever stock he should hazard in commerce Kaskas, shocked with 
a prophecy so contrary to his own mclination, attempted to prove 
the prediction false. He laid out aU the money he had remammg 
m loadmg a vessel, and embarked m it ivith all his wealth. 

At the end of four days, dunng which he had an agreeable 
voyage, a temble tempest arose, which broke in pieces the masts 
and sads, earned away the rudder, and at last sunk the ship, with 
the whole crew Kaskas alone, after seeing the remamder of his 
fortune pensh, was saved from shipivreck by a fragment of the 
vessel, which earned him towards a sandy country, where he landed 
at length, after much difficulty and fatigue Tired and naked, he 
landed m the neighbourhood of a village which was situated on 
the sea-shore. He hastened thither to implore relief, and return 
thanks to Heaven for havmg preserved him from death, while his 
unfortunate companions had perished 
As he entered this little colony, he met an old man whose 
features and dress mspired respect and confidence This man, 
affected with the situation of Kaskas, covered him with his cloak, 
and led him to his house, where, after havmg given such rehef as 
his exhausted strength required, he clothed him m a suitable dress 
It was natural for Kaskas to giatify his landlord's cunosity by 
the relation of his adventures, and he recounted them ivith such 
an air of candour as to leave no doubt of their truth As this 
old man had just lost his steward, he judged Kaskas worthy to 
succeed him, and offered him this new office, with an appomtment 
of two pieces of gold a day It was a laborious office he had 
to sow a considerable quantity of ground, to direct the work and 
workmen, to gather m immense harvests, to look after the flocks, 
and to give m accurate and faithful accounts of the whole at the 
end of the year The poor Kaskas returned thanks to Providence 
for thus putting it m his power to earn a subsistence by his labour, 
since every other resource m the world had failed him, and h$ 
immediately entered on the duties of his new place. 
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Thete be falfilled with amdaityf teal, and knowledge, till the 
Toy moment when be wai to treutne np tbe difioent crop& At 
bu rpflftw- bod nerei yet given him any part of bis wages, be 
toxpected that be woold not bis csgngementa, and, to make 
ore of bu toloiy be set apart os mncb of the gram as would 
amotmt to tbe fom, and ihot np all tbe rest, giving on account 
of it to bis TTurtgr. The latter lecctvtd this account, full of con* 
bdence m bu steward and paid him all tbe wages which be owed 
tssonng Him of the tame punctuality In that respect ereiy 
year. Kaskas was much axbamed of the piecanooas which he 
had and of the tuspiaons which he bad allowed himself 

to en tertflm. 

He immediately returned to the little magacue be bad madty 
m order to repair hti iojottice, if happily it were still in his power 
Sut what was bis torpnte when be ^d not find in it the gram he 
had tet opartl He thought he saw b this thd^ the punuhment 
of Heaven, and determined to confess the of wbeh be had 
been guilty 'IVUh a heart foil of gnef he retnmed to his aasten 

" Yoo appear vexed ” said the old man. ** \Vhat can be the 
cause of U?* 

Then KaiWai, flattering huntdf that he would obtab bf hu 
sincenty the pardon of hu Halt, made a humble confetsioo of 
tbe motive, and all the arcnmstancts of it, even to the catiyiog 
off the gram which he had set apart, and of which ho had not 
been able to discover the tbcvea. 

The old man, discovering the marked inihiesce of his steward's 
malignant star, thought It would be imprudent to keep him any 
longer in his service, and detenmned to give him hu dismissal 
burned latdy 

**We do not smt onp another* said he to him let us part. 
But, as It u not just that I should bear the loss of that which > ou 
improperly set apart, restore me the money which I gave you, and 
se^ the reward of your labour m the sole of the groin which you 
took from me. I abandon you.* 

Tbe unfortunate Kaskas acknowledged the justice of this order 
he submitted to U without marmnnng, and 1^ the house of bis 
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benefactor somewhat less naked than he entered it, but without a 
single piece of money, and plunged into a deep melancholy. 

This sorrowful sport of fortune was thoughtfully walking along 
the sea-shore, when he perceived a tent, which he approached. 
He found m it four persons, who, discovering in his countenance, 
which was otherwise engaging, the traces of dv,cp sorrow, eagerly 
asked him the cause of iL He gratified their cunosity by the rc- 
atal of his misfortunes As he spoke he drew a very marked 
attention from one of the four, who seemed to have a kind of 
authonty over the other three This man soon recognized him as 
one of his correspondents at Ragdad, with whom he had formerly 
had important and lucrative concerns The merchant was moved 
with compassion At that time he was engaged in an adventure 
of pearl-fishing, and was the chief of the three divers who were 
with him 

“ Throw yourselves into the sea," said he to them, “ and the first 
take of pearls which you have shall be for this unfortunate tra- 
veller " 

The three divers, affected as well as their master with the mis- 
fortune of Kaskas, threw themselves into the sea, and brought up, 
in shells which they earned with them, ten pearls of an inestimable 
value for their size and beauty The merchant was delighted wuth 
the httle fortune he had been able to procure for his former cor- 
respondent 

“ Take these pearls,” said he to him , " sell two of them when 
you amve m the capital, and then pnee will be sufficient for any 
adventure m which you may be inclined to engage , but take par- 
ticular care of the other eight, that they may serve you in the time 
of need, and sell them where you can do it to the greatest advan- 
tage ” ^ 

Kaskas, after thanking his benefactor, departed, and took the 
road which he was directed to follow in his way to the capital He 
had been three days on his journey, when he perceived at a dis- 
stance some people on horseback Afraid lest they should be rob- 
bers, he hid eight of the pearls betwixt the two cloths of his vest, 
and put mto his mouth the two others which he proposed to sell 
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He not irrong m hu conjecture concerning the penoni he lud 

*ecn — they were m reality robber*. They came up to him, ror 
rounded him, md stopped hrm , and m this situation they left bun 
on the road, mth nothing but a ibgle pair of dmverv 

The unfortunate traveller recognued in this new feature of for 
tune the effect of the evil destiny which punned him. Meanwhile, 
he congratulated himself on having been able to save from thr 
hand* of the rascals the two most beautiful pearls, which weri 
suffiqieut to re-establish his oflam and assist him m some hicmtrve 
adventure. The capital was not for distant He arrived there, 
and entrusted to the Dellal * the two pearls which remained, to 
expose them for sale. The Dellal proclaimed the jewels with a 
lo^ voice m the market, and mvit^ the cunous to bid for them 
Unfortunately some days before there had been some pearls stolen 
from one of the richest JeweQejn In the dty He thought be re> 
cognued some of his own in those which were set op to sell, and 
dananded that the pretended owner of the jewels should appear 
\Vbcn he saw hun so ill dressed be was convinced he had found 
the 

** There are two pearls," said he to him, " but you ought to haN e 
ten what have you done whb the other eight ? * 

Kaikas, thinking the jeweller had been mformed of the present 
that the fisher had nude him, ingenuously rephed, "I had ten of 
them, it IS true, but some robbers whom I met on the road have 
earned off the other eight in the lining of my waistcoat, where I 
bad concealed them." 

On this confession, which appeared to the jeweller on acknow- 
ledgment of guilt, be took Kaskas by the hand and corned him 
before the avil magistrate, accasing him of having stolen his pearls. 
This Judge, led away by appearances, and on the declaranon of 
the ri^ otuen, con demn ed the poor Kaskas to the bastinado, and 
to unpnsoument as long as hu accuser should be pleased to detain 
him m custody This unhappy creature, the sport of fortune and 
of men ■ injustice, underwent the punishment, snd was forced, 
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during a whole year, to groan under the ngour of a severe confine' 
ment, till at length chance brought a man of his acquaintance into 
the same pnson This was one of the three divers in the Persian 
Gulf, whose labour appeared to have been so profitable to him. 

The diver, surpnsed to see him in this situation, asked the cause 
of It Kaskas related to him all that had happened since they 
parted This new confidant immediately addressed a petition to 
the King, m which he implored the favour of being admitted into 
his presence, that he might communicate to him a secret of the 
utmost importance The King caused the diver to be brought 
before him He prostrated himself, and the King, after having 
made him nse up, ordered him to communicate the secret which 
he was to reveal 

“ Great Kmg,” said the diver, “ the greatness of your Majesty’s 
soul, and your love of justice, are kno^vn to all your subjects I 
venture, this day, to call upon these sublime virtues, m favour of 
an unhappy innocent stranger, who has suffered an unjust punish- 
ment for a crime which he did not commit, and who is still con- 
fined m the same dungeon m which I have been shut up for a 
trifling fault You love, sire, to punish the wicked, but it is with 
the spmt of equity, and for the maintenance of good order. Your 
Majesty would wish that the wolf and the lamb should walk together 
securely , and it is the duty of your slave to co-operate with your 
benevolent intentions, by putting it in your power to repair an m- 
justice committed agamst a man, persecuted by his evil destmy, 
and worthy of your compassion ” 

He then entered mto a minute detail of the adventure of Kaskas 
with regard to the pearls He showed him the circumstance wluch 
had led the jeweller mto a mistake, and occasioned the ignorance 
of the judge , m fine, he added, " If your Majesty still suspects the 
truth of my recital, you may cause the chief of the fishery, and my 
companions the divers, to be mterrogated concerning it.” 

The diver, havmg no mterest m a matter that concerned only 
an unfortunate and helpless man, spoke with that boldness and 
openness which truth mspires In the end, the monarch was con- 
vinced of the innocence of the unfortunate Kaskas, and ordered 
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the chief of the ermuchs to set him at liberty, conduct bhn to the 
bath, aiLd,.aIler havmg clothed bun decently, to bring him mto hif 
pretence. 

The eunuch obeyed. Kaafcit ■»« led to the feet of the Sovc- 
nagn where be confirmed the report of the diver. He told the 
fruitless efroTts he had made to imdccmve the jeweller and retnore 
the prejudice of the judge. In a word by the detail of all his 
advcnturet, he mterested the King to much, that he obtained from 
hnn, that initont, a lodging in the palace, and a place of trust near 
his person, with great appointments. 

As to the jeweller after being obliged to restore the pearls, he 
was sentenced to receive two hundred strobes of the bastinado 
the judge reenved double that number and was deposed from his 
office. Kashas, loaded with fiiToutB, thought Cite reconciled to 
him for ever He took pleasure m bWening himself against his 
bad forttme, and was already arranging the plans of tli^ success 
which be |m»nised himsdf in the new office which he filled, when 
his curiosity laid a new snare for him. 

He discorered one day in the apartment which was allotted to 
hm a door covered up with a thm coat of plaster which, from age, 
fell to dust at the smallest touch. It re q uired no efibrt to force 
tjis passage — the door opened of itselfi He entered, without re 
fleeting, into a nch apartment, to which he was an enure stranger 
and found himself without knowing it, in the middle of the 
palace. 

Scarcely had he made one step when the chief of the eunuchs 
observed him, and without delay infonned the Kmg of it. The 
monarch mstantly came. The fragments of the plaster which were 
still upon the ground, appeared a proof that the door bad been 
forced and the astonishment of l6iskas earned a complete con- 
viction of his gmlL 

“ Unhappy roan I " said the Kmg to him ” Is it thus you acknov 
ledge my lavouis and yuur obligations? My Justice saved yon 
when I bcheved you mnocent i guilty now, it coudemni you to 
lose your sight* 

The imprudent man, without daring to attempt ai^ Juitificadon, 
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was instantly delivered over to the executioner, asking no other 
favour than that they would put into his hands the eyes which were 
to be tom out 

He earned them m his hand as he walked groping through the 
streets of the capital. 

“ Behold,” said he, “ O ye who hear me, that which the unfor 
tunate Kaskas hath gamed by hardening himself against the decrees 
of his evil destiny, and despising the advice of his friends 1 Behold 
the lot of the obstmate 1 ” 

Aladin havmg thus finished the history of the merchant, ad- 
dressed himself directly to Bohetzad 

“ Sire, you have seen the effect of fortune’s influence on the man 
whose adventures I have now related. So long as his star was 
propitious, he succeeded m everything , but whenever it changed, 
his efforts to correct its malignity were fruitless The transient 
^ instances of success which seemed to arrest the current of his 
misfortunes soon plunged him mto greater evils than those which 
he had escaped Circumstances that were "’inforeseen, and steps 
that were mnocent, gave him the appearance of ingratitude and 
guilt, even when everything assured him of the punty of his con- 
duct My lot, alas ! is but too like that of his ” 

The young man had related the adventures of the unfortunate 
merchant of Bagdad so naturally and with so much grace, and had 
made so happy an application of them, that Bohetzad, still dis- 
posed to favour a cnrainal whom he had loved so well, and moved 
by the instance of rash judgment which he had just heard, put off 
the execution which he had ordered till the day following, under 
pretence of its bemg too late for it then 

“ Return to thy prison,” said he to him “ I grant thee thy life 
till to-morrow I put off" till that time the punishment that is 
justly due to thee ” 

In the meantune the Fnst Vizier expected with unpatience the 
account of Aladm’s execution, and when he heard that it was 
delayed, he assembled his associates, and thus addressed the 
Second Vizier . 
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**The£ivouii£a has foimd means to sospeod the execution of his 
sentence. I bare done mj dutj m detenmmng the Kang to an 
act of Justice. It now belongs to yoa to do yauis by representing 
to him the wrong which he does m forgetting the duties of the 
throne, and m withholding so long the punishment of a crime that 
has been proved, hfake )our remonstnoces to bis Majesty, 
and give them that force which both his personal safety and ours 
requires. 

The next moimng, as soon as access could be had to Bohetzad. 
Baharon (for that was the name of the Second Viiier) was mtro< 
duced to the King. 

** Sire,* said this minister to hnn, “ I heard m the retirement of 
my closet, and amid the important busmess with which I am en* 
Cnuted, of the insult your hlajaty has received. Excuse the zeal 
by which I am animated if I offer >*0111 hlajesty all the service 
s^ich can arise irom my expeneooe and attachment to you to stop 
the p rogre s s of this eTd** 

The King thought Baharon might really be ignorant of the event 
which had happened within the palace, and toM him the crime of 
which Aladin wu guilty 

The Vizier seemed to shake as be Hslened to this report 

"Sire,” said he to the King, os soon as be bad done speaking 
" if the son of a chief of nllains, brought up and nourished amidst 
guill> could hare been capable of virtuous sentiments, this pheno- 
menon would hare contradicted expcnence, and even proved it 
deceitfuL I will here venture to recall to }'our Majesty a fable of 
our ancestors which tiuditioa has preserved to us : 

"In onaent times a yoang wolf was put to school to endea 
vour, by instruction, to correct his natural propensity to voraoty 
His master, m order to teach him to read, transcribed, in large 
characters, some letters of the alphabet, and attempted to make 
him understand these signs. But biteod of reading K L S, os it 
was written, the savage animal read fluently Kid, Lamb, ^eep. 
He waa goremed by mstmet, and his nature waa inimnigible. T^ 
son of a robber is in the very same situation 1 vice is coeval with 
his From the begmning he is an b frrted which 
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It IS impossible to punfy. But what astonishes me most, sire, is 
that such a cnmmal should have survived one moment the insult 
he has offered to the Crown ” 

These remonstrances of the Second Vizier having enraged the 
mind of the monarch still more, he ordered the pnsoner to be 
brought m chains into his presence He was obeyed 

Aladm appeared The King, domg violence to the sentiments 
which moved him in his favour, addressed him with the greatest 
seventy 

"Traitor!” said he to him, "nothing can hereafter delay your 
punishment j and the world shall be mformed of your crime and 
ray vengeance I ” 

At the same time he gave the executioner the signal of death 

"Sire,” interrupted Aladm, whose steady and modest countenance 
was the genume proof of courage and mnocence, "my life is m the 
hands of your Majesty, but 1 conjure you still not to hasten my 
death He who thmks only of the present, without reference to 
the future, exposes himself to as bitter a repentance as that which 
the merchant felt, whose history I have heard. He, on the con- 
trary, who looks mto futurity, has a nght one day to congratulate 
hunself on his prudence, as it happened to the son of this mer- 
chant ” 

Bohetzad, m spite of himself, felt his cunosity excited anew, and 
was desirous to hear the story which Aladm wanted to relate to 
him 

“I will consent,” said the monarch, "to hear the adventures 
this merchant, but it is the last instance of complaisance I shall 
show you,” 

"May It please your beneficent Majesty,” returned Aladm, "order 
this man, who holds the sabre above my head, to be gone I thmk 
I see the angel of death ” 

The executioner, havmg withdrawn by the Kang’s order, Aladm 
fulfilled the engagement he had come under m the foUowna 
^erms. 
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THt m?roRY or olaob majiomct and his sows. 

Thesli wa% in the aty of Naka. m Tartaiy, a mctchant, «ho« 
name was IHage Mahomet, who, wishing lo extend his comtocrcc 
to the most remote boaodones of the world constmeted a \euel 
in mch a manner as to be able to endure the longest vo>'age and 
cany a considerable burden. ^Vhen this ship was ready to go to 
sea, he filled it with merchandise and observmg that the wind 
was favourable, he took leave of his wife, embraced his three 
cbUdren went on board, and saQed with a fair wand for the Indies. 

A fortunate voyage having, In a short tune, brought hnn to the 
port of the capital of India, be took lodgings, and placed bis 
merchandise m the An*. Quite at ease respecting the fate of his 
effects, he then visited the different quarters of the dty, aecoa 
pamed by four slaves, and soon entered into fhcndshlp with the 
most celebrated merchants of the place. As his attendants 
orders to publish the nature of bis mercbandise, and to distribute 
patterns of them, a crowd of purchaser! resorted to hit magazines. 





THE LOST CHILD 


397 


“I ihotild hare conodered myself as too much honoured, nre, 
tn being admitted into the number of the ilares who funotiiid 
your throne. The dignity of the honourable office to which you 
have called me &r mi passes my ment and pretensions j but the 
high idea which I have coaccnrrf of your Majesty inspires me with 
tn unbounded teal for your service and a confidence that I shall 
be wholly devoted to iL* 

The monarch, still more pleased with his new minister ordered 
him a magnificent robe, assigned hnn for lodgings a palac e in the 
naghbourhood of hu own, and caused him to be installed in his 
new dignity The Pimcc had no mason to repent of his choice, 
whidi might appear rash. The new tmmsict sat in the divan on 
the right hand ^ hu matter He was never embairassed m the 
discussion of ofi'aui however mtncate. He had great sagacity in 
ondcritandrag eveiy report concenimg them. Justice and equity 
were summed up in hu decisions, so that the people and the 
monarch enjoyed, under the admmutration of thu enlightened 
mhdster all the blessings of a wise govtmmenL 
Two years passed in labour and great employments , bnt at last 
nature resumed her nghls. The Vizier, separated so long from a 
Cimily which he tenderly loved, felt a demre to ice them. The first 
request which he made on this subject alarmed the Sovereign. But 
be had a soul of sensibility he could not long resist the voice of 
nature, and permitted hu muustcr to undertake a voyage which 
he limited to a certab period, assuring him that if he brought his 
whole Cunfly along with him he should never be exposed to any 
uneasiness in hu service- Wth this permission, the Vizier em- 
barked for Naka m a vessel of war of which he had the command 
The iamily of thu merchant of Tsrtary being cntutly ignorant 
of hu fiite since the tune of his departure, were abandoned to the 
most cruel uneasiness, Fortunatdy, a merchant of the country 
returning from India, had given them news of him, and restored 
tmnqulllity to the family who were raised to the summit of Joy on 
hearmg of the elevation and success of him on whose account they 
were tlsrmed. The wife of ITlage detennined that moment to repair 
to her husband, Ie» to share hu glory than hu love, She set her 
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affairs in ortler, and, after having taken every necessary step, she 
embarked with the same merchant who had given her the con- 
solatory news 

After some days’ sailing, the vessel which carried them cast 
anchor near an island where they were to land and exchange mer- 
chandise Contrary winds had obliged Illage to land at the same 
place He had hired a lodging pretty near the harbour, and, being 
fatigued wuth the bad weather which he had met ivith, had thrown 
himself upon a bed in order to take repose His spouse, who lived 
m an opposite quarter of the city, soon learned that a vessel had 
amved on its way from India, and that it had sailed from the 
capital She sent her children to ask the news concerning the 
Grand Vizier, thmking it impossible but that they should be able 
to receive some 

The young people went from the inn where their mother w'as, 
running, the one after the other, till they had come under the win- 
dows of the apartment where the Vizier was at rest They took 
possession of a little eminence on which a number of bales of goods 
were collected to keep them dry The thoughtless youths went to 
play on the bales, trying which of the tw’o could push down his 
brother. These playful lads, disputing with address and roguery, 
announced their victory or their defeat by such piercmg shouts 
that they awoke the Vizier 

He lost his patience he went to the window to check the 
noise, and, leamng over it, three diamonds, which the King had 
given him, fell from his fingers The agitation of the sea had 
already shrred up the minister’s choler, the habit of command 
rendered him mcapable of forbearance, and, the island on which 
he was being withm the jurisdiction of his government, he ordered 
these troublesome children to be taken into custody He came 
down himself to search for his diamonds , but, amidst such con- 
fusion, this search was fruitless Dnven by degrees to mdignation 
and fury, he accused the children, not only of being the cause of 
the loss of his diamonds, but even of having stolen tliem Their 
mnocence could not defend them against prejudice He punished 
diem with the bastinado, and then caused each of them to be tied 
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to B board aod cut mto the let. The famocent victoni, expect 
Ing B cnid death, became the QKsit of the waves and bOIoTn. 

Meanwhile night approached and the ipoase of Hlage, not 
•eemg her children return, nnea^, and bathed in tears, went oat 
to teek them. The oaghboin* coaid tell her nodung of them. 
She ran fiOTn itreet to street, withoat meeting anjr person who 
could satuf/ her Tfril-foonded impabence. Tins tender mother 
came at last to the harbour There, from the description ihe gave 
of the three persons who were the object of her search and the 
came of her tmeasineas, a saBor replied to her, 

” Madam, the yoong people rrtiom yoa inquire after are the 
same whom a powerhU roan, lately nmved bom India, hath poO' 
ished by his skres for a theft which he Imputed to them. They 
gave them the bostmado, tied them to a plank, and, by his order, 
threw them into the sett.* 

At these words, die unhappy mother filled the air with her 
fhneks and groans she rent her dotbes and tore her hair "0 
my chBdren,* sud she, “ where is the Viiier yoox lather, to rercDge 
me on the man sdio hath murdered my children ? " 

Her despair struck the ear of her husband, who wu not Car 
distant He seemed to know the voice, and learned that a ms 
that of the mcoosolahle mother whose children be had condemned 
to death. The ay of nature resounded m his heart, and he no 
longer doubted that the children he had punished were his own. 
He hastened to the unfortunate woman whose nusezyhe had occa 
sioned, and immediately knew her 

"Ah, barbanan that I am, I have been the murderer of our 
children 1 Fatal power with ^riuch I am invested 1 blmded by 
thee, I had not tune allowed me to be just J I am the ciccutioner 
of my own children 1 ■ 

As he spoke these words, oD the a^ns of the most violent 
despair were painted m his countenance, and manifested them* 
selves by every sort of extravagance. Hli wile sank at his feet 
under the weight of her gnet 

"Do not pardon me," added be “I am a monster and ao 
much the more cnmirul as 1 am at this moment placed beyond the 
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reach of the lav7. I roust for ever be tom by ray own remorse and 
loaded with your reproaches. I thought myself injured, and I 
hastened to revenge myself, without taking time to reflect I saw 
a cnme where there was none, and let fall the stroke upon mno- 
cence without thinking it would rebound upon myself.” 

“You see, sire,” continued Aladin, “what cause this Vizier had 
to repent his believing these children guilty upon a deceitful ap- 
pearance, and his having humed on a severe punishment without 
reflecting on whom it was to fall He forgot that a regard to 
futunty ought to regulate the present” 

The unfortunate minister, disgusted with glory and opulence, 
renounced the search for his diamonds, abandoned the vessel and 
Its lading, and supporting the tottermg steps of a weeping mother, 
they both walked along the shore of the sea mournfully demanding 
of it the treasures which the Vizier had cruelly committed to the 
inconstancy of its waves, 

“Your Majesty,” continued Aladin, “will pardon me, if, for a 
short time, I make you lose sight of this disconsolate pair, while 
I fix your attention on their unhappy children.” 

The billows, to whose caprice they had been abandoned, were 
so agitated that, although they were frequently thrown against one 
another, they were immediately separated agam One of them, 
after having struggled for two days against the billows, and after 
having escaped the danger of bemg dashed to pieces on the rocks 
against which he was contmually dnven, found himself, all at once, 
ashore on the coast of a neighbourmg kingdom The chains which 
fixed him to the plank were much worn by the sea, and notwith- 
standing his fatigue and hunger, he had still strength enough to 
disengage himself from them, and reach the land He there found 
an officer who was going to refresh his horse at the stream of a 
neighbourmg fountain This man, affected with the sight of the 
unfortunate child, gave him part of his clothes, set him behmd 
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hTTn, ind earned him to hli own home. There nounahmg food 
and repose completclj recovered the ihipwrecked yonth. 

After decently dressmg him^ hu benefactor presented him to 
the Kmg, already informed of the event 

The happy phync^omy of the young man made an im pieas ion 
on the Kmft and hia anawca soon completed the very favourable 
opimon he had of htm. He became a dutinguiahed officer m the 
palace, where hu conduct gamed the complete esteem and confi 
dence of hia Sovereigiu Thu Pnnee, to whom Heaven had not 
granted children thought he could not do hu people a greater 
service than by adopting the youth, whom fortune had thrown 
mto hu arms, TTm choice waa applauded by the whole Court, 
and confirmed by the divan. The people were happy, and the 
abilitiei of the young Prmce toon placed him m the number of 
the most valiant King! of Ana. Age and mfinnities rendered the 
Kmg uDable to support the weight of the government, and he 
abdicated the tceptre m favour of hu adopted son. He taw hnn 
mamed, and thui terminating hit career of glory, calmly rengned 
hit life into the hands of hu Creatrsc. 

Ihe young Sov ere igo, bewailing the lost of hu benefactor, gave 
hnniclf up to the jnstest totrow He wiahed to fulfil the duties of 
gratitude and piety and eummoned hu drvan that be might honour 
ffie ashes of hu predecessor by prayen and solcson ceremomca. 
The people repaid to the motquea. The Imam, the Nabib, the 
dcTv^es, and all those who ler^ at them, paid to hu memory 
the homage which was due to iL He canted noany alms to be 
distributed among the poor and through all the hospitals of the 
kingdom. These rehgious dupes early announced the wisdom of 
hu government, and they were not proved false by the event He 
was always a just and acPve Kin^ and governed hu people with 
the affeepon of a father 

In thu manner did fortune snatch from the fury of the waves 
one of the Vincr’s children, to laue him to the summit of great 
ness. Bat thu unhappy father continaed to gneve for the loss of 
hu two sons, until, m one of the islands where he had his residence^ 
he heard the Dellal proclaim with a lood voice, there was a 
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young slave to be sold, and that the cunous were invited to come 
and examme him Illage stopped, looked at the young man, and, 
constrained by a feeling of which he knew not the cause, he deter- 
mined to purchase him 

The figure of this stranger had attractions uhich he could nol 
resist His age corresponded to that of one of his own children j 
and if the beauty of his features was a true indication of the virtues 
of his mind, he hoped he would supply the place of one of those 
whom he had lost He returned home with his new purchase. 

His wife, who perceived them at a distance, recognized the youth, 
and was about to throw herself into his arms, but sank under this 
unexpected surpnse But although her joy depnved her of the 
use of her senses, she was still able to utter the name of her son 
The attention of her husband, and that of the young man, vho 
bathed her vuth his tears, recalled her to life The father, affected 
with what he saw, recognized the cry of nature, and returning 
thanks to Heaven for the unexpected favour he had received, 
mmgled together his tears and caresses at this movmg picture, and 
partook of the happiness of an unlooked-for discovery Never- 
theless, he was tormented by a new uneasmess the presence of 
his son recalled to him his brother — “What is become of him?” 

“ Alas 1 ” replied the young man, “the waves soon separated the 
planks on which we were earned, and I can tell you nothmg of 
his fate.” 

This answer redoubled die affliction of the husband and -wife , 
but they seemed to be comforted with the hope of another blessing 
similar to that which they had just received, and m this pleasmg 
expectation their tenderness centred on the beloved son whom 
Heaven had at length restored to their arms 

Several years had elapsed Achib, the son of Illage, grew stronger 
every day He acquued knowledge, and became capable of fol- 
lowing commerce, in which his father had instructed him Seemg 
him fit even to undertake a profitable voyage, his father purchased 
a ship, loaded it with merchandise, and destined it for the capital 
of the islands m which they were settled, entrusting him ivith the 
management of it. Upon his arrival m the capital, Achib hired a 
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with every personal grace. Everything seemed to unite in strength- 
ening the hkmg which the King showed for this stranger. Thus, 
whether on this pretence or to do a beneficent action, he made 
him lodge m his palace, and gave him a distinguished preference 
over the pages and those who composed his household 

The officers soon conspired the destruction of their nvah In the 
meantime the virtuous Achib, after a long residence at Court, be- 
came desirous of seeing his parents and giving them an account of 
die goods "With which he had been entrusted Afraid lest he should 
not obtam the monarch’s permission to return to them, he ivrote 
to them and mformed them of the favour he enjoyed This motive, 
and the desire he expressed of seemg them again, determmed the 
family to go to him immediately. 

Illage and his ivife bore in their hearts the letter which they had 
just received , and both being flattered with having a son who at 
so early an age had been able to gam the good graces of a Kmg, 
they instantly determined to hasten their departure, and informed 
then son of this resolution As soon as Achib received this in- 
formation, he purchased a house and suitable furniture, and in a 
short time embraced m it the authors of his existence, to whom 
the Kmg sent presents of such magnificence as showed that they 
were mtended for the family of his favounte 

The fineness of the season havmg mvited the King to one of 
his country houses, he removed thither, and gave entertainments 
for the amusement of his Court One evening, contrary to his 
usual custom, he gave himself up to the pleasures of the table, and 
drank of a strange hquor of which he knew not the strength In 
a short time after he was suddenly seized with such a stupidity 
that he was obliged to throw himself on a sofa, where he soon fell 
asleep Pleasure had removed from him all his servants Achib 
alone, fohowmg from affection every step of his master and bene- 
factor, entered into the apartment and found him asleep Then 
placmg himself withm the door, he drew his sabre, and stood there 
as a guard. 

One of the pages having returned, was surpnsed to find him 
m this situation, and asked him the cause of it 
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•* I am watching," said Achib, for the safety of my King my 
attachment and my dnty fix me here.® 

The page ran and told hu companioni what he had leen. They 
thought they might easily tyad themaclTCt of this event to destroy 
him, and went m a body to the monarch. The witness swore that 
be had fotmd Achib with a naked tabre in his hand m bia Kajesty*! 
chamber whfle ht was asleep. He ascribed the most onmnal in- 
tentions to this £uthfal gnard, and pretended that nothing but some 
sudden alarm had prerented the intended blow 

“If your Majesty sne,® added he, “luspetta the truth of my 
report, you need only to-day feign giving yourself up to sleep with- 
out any precautioD^ and we do not doubt that this rash man, pm^ 
fUmg hti detestable porpoae, will come to renew his attempt" 
Though moved by accusation the Kmg was unwilling to 
trust entnely to the dedaiation of his pages, and thought it his 
duty to clear up his doubts himself 
In the meanthne the pages had gone to find the yoemg fisvounte. 
“The King* said they to him, “is hi^y pleas^ with the seal 
you have shown for the safety of bis person. ' Achib, hath he 
said, is to me as a shield , urider his protectian 1 can sleep with- 
out fear’" 

Night came, and the King, after a repast, during which heaffected 
mudi gaiety and cheerfulnesa, suddenly retired, and threw hhnielf 
upon a sofe, apparently m the same state m winch hb had been the 
i^ht before. Adilb who never lost sight of him, supposmg he 
was asleep, entered the apartment to place himself on guard, with 
his tabre uplifted and nakeu. 

As soon as the Kmg saw the gleam of the sabre he was seized 
with terror, and a ay whidi he ntfered brought to hjm all the 
officers of bis guard. Achib was arrested by his order loaded 
with chain i, and led away to prison. 

The next mommg, after the first prayer the asaembled hu 
divan, ascended hk throne, and caused the man to be brought be- 
fore him whom slanderous and false reports and decehfdl appear 
ances had exposed to the piesmnpticp of to much guih. 

• Ungrateful that you are 1 " said ho to him, " Is ft by pn in g 
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me to death that you would show your gratitude and repay my 
favours? I wll not delay to take signal vengeance on youi detest- 
able baseness ” 

Achib, having made no reply to these reproaches, was sent back 
to prison 

Scarcely was he gone out, when two of the courtiers who were 
most eager for his destruction approached the King 

“ Sire," said tliey to him, “ everybody is surprised to see the 
execution of the cnminal delayed There is no enme equal to that 
which he intended to commit, and you ought to give such a speedy 
example of justice as your personal safety and the tranquillity of 
your people require " 

“L^t us not be rash," replied the King, **m a judgment of this 
nature The cnminal is m chains, and cannot make his escape 
And as to public vengeance, it will never be too late to gratify iL 
It IS easy to take away a man’s life, but it is impossible to restore 
It. Life IS a blessing of Heaven w'hich we ought to respect, and 
it becomes not us to depnve our fellow-creatures of it without the 
most mature deliberation The evil, once done, can never be re- 
paired. I have It now in my power to reflect on what I ought to 
do, and wish not that the future should have to reproach me with 
the improper conduct of the present ” 

Having said this, the King dismissed the divan, ordered his hunt- 
ing equipage to be got ready, and gave himself up for some days 
to the amusements of the chase 

On his return, he was again set upon by the enemies of Achib 
The longer, accordmg to them, that this cnminal’s punishment was 
delayed, the more the people were discontented ClemenQr and 
moderation ceased to be virtues when they spared such enmes as 
his. These new remarks embarrassed the Sovereign, who had now 
nothing to oppose to them, smee the delay which he had granted 
had brought nothmg to light He determined to mflict that severe 
pumshment which justice seemed to requne, and ordered the cnmi- 
nal to be brought before him, accompanied by the officers of justice 
and the executioner 

Achib stood bhndfolded at the foot of the tlirone. The execu* 
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boner rath the strord in ha hand, waited the Kings command. 
At that instant a confused noise •was heard, a stranger pierced 
through the crowd, and hastened to the feet of the Kmg . It •was 
the unfortunate lUage. 

Mercy ere I mercy ! ” cxdaimed he “ pardon the only child 
that Heaven has restored to me I My son could noV intend an 
attack upon your life he was mcapable of designing so mmatoral 
a murder your life is dearer to him than his own. I have letters 
of his which made me fly to your Majesty that I might admire 
more nearly those virtues which I adored. But, O monarch, whose 
fllustnous virtues ore renowned through the most distant comers 
of the world, justify the pobhc admiration by a new display of 
wadom, in overcoming a resentment with which false appearances 
have mipiTcd yon 1 Consider with horror the melancholy conse- 
quences of a too rash judgment I Behold m me a dreadful example 
of the consetpiciKC of being led away by passion, and of yielding, 
without refle^on, to iti imprudent folhes. Heoren blessed me 
with children , but hanng been separated from them from their 
earliest infancy the day at length came when we were to be re- 
omted. Not knowing them, and being blmded by passion,! abused 
the power with which I was mvested. I had them bound upon 
planks and thrown into the SCO. The man whom you threaten with 
death aloue escaped from perilling m the waves, and must I this 
day be the witness of his death? Behold the reward of my guDty 
ra^ess 1 My heart is filled with bitterness, and tears flow 
from mme eyes till they are dosed m death.” 

Dtmng this discourse, the King stood mobonlets through aito- 
nishment. It was hii own history he had just heard. The man 
who spoke was his fiuhci, and the supposed onninal his brother! 

Hamg happily acquired, m &e excrose of power frie habit o^ 
self-command, he knew how to shun the dangers of too sudden a 
discovery Nature, however yielded at length to his eagerness, 
and he offecbonately embraced the author of his life. He ordered 
his brotbef to be set fr^ from those ihomefol chalmr with which 
envy had bound hnn. He mode himself known to him and after 
mutual cOnsoltibon, 
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“ Behold,” said he to his divan, “ to what a dreadful evil I should 
have exposed myself, had I lightly credited the detractions of 
slander, and, upon your artful reports, had hastened the punish- 
ment which you so eagerly urged 1 Go, and be ashamed 1 Was 
there one among you all who supported innocence ? ” 

After these few words, the King retired into his apartments with 
his fatlier and brother He admitted them to a share in all the 
joys of his Court, and sent twenty slaves, magnificently dressed, m 
quest of his mother This family, so happily reunited, lived in the 
blessmgs of the most affectionate unity, grateful to the Almighty, 
and faithful to the law wntten by His great Prophet, till the moment 
when they were called, by the decree of fate, from this world to a 
better^ 

Aladin, having thus finished the history of “Hlage Mahomet, or 
the Imprudent,” added some reflections fitted to make an impres- 
sion on the mind of the King, whose attention he had been so 
fortunate as to engage 

“ Sire 1 ” said he to him, “ if the son, when he became a King, 
had conducted himself as rashly as the fatlier when he was a 
mmister, mnocence would have been sacnficed to jealousy and 
ambition, and a whole family devoted for life to misery and re- 
morse There is always something gamed by delay Appearances 
are equally agamst me, and envy hath availed itself of them to 
make me appear guilty , but I have Heaven and your wnsdom on 
my side.” 

When the young man had done speaking, Bohetzad turned 
towards his ministers 

'*1 do not mean,” said he, "that crimes should remam un- 
punished. But truth, even when it comes from the mouth of an 
enemy, ought to be esteemed precious This cnminal hath well 
remarked, that there can be nothmg lost by takmg time to reflect 
Let him be earned back to pnson ” 

The Viziers were enraged Delay might discover the truth, 
Ihrough the cloud under which they had concealed it As they 
jomtly endeavoured to conceal the stratagems they had devised 
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lb tccrtt, the third among them ircnt early the next day to the 
palace. 

The King inquired If the Intcml diat had elapsed had produced 
no new hght 

“Sfirc," replied this minister, •‘the police which, under your 
hlfijetty’* orders, we cxerase maintama the peace of your capital, 
and an would be perfectly quiet if the throne were avenged of the 
outrage of this son of a vUlain, whose pomshment your Majesty 
ftiH delay*. The people are roumranng at it, and I »hould bare 
thought myielf wonting In my duty had I concealed from you thor 
unea sm e s* , the consequence* of which may be dangerou*. It is 
never too soon to prev en t a rebellion, and that which la now form* 
mg would be extremely fiLiaL** 

Constrained by these observation*, the King commanded the 
criminal to be brought before hun 

' Unhappy man 1 " laid he to him, " thou ihalt never rsumon 
me to the tribunal of Heaven for hating haitened thy punishment. 
I have listened to all the weak shlfu by which thou hast defended 
thyt^ 1 hare weighed then value. But reserve and oi c ni D’ 
ipcctlon have an end. My people murm ur Thdr patience and 
mme u Heaven and earth look to me for justice, and 

thou hast reached thy last moment.* 

“ Sire,” replied the modest Aladin, “ do the people look for on 
example of your justice? Impatience U the Cialt of the people. 
But patience ou^t always to nt upon the throne, omi^ the 
nrtuei whldi form it* bari* and safety Thb virtue, necessary to 
all, and which calls upon os for (hat reriguation which we owe to 
the eternal decre es , raised the patient Abosaber from the bottom 
iri awtSitrvtiiVo'ikfe^irrwie.* 

“Who u thU Abosaber?*' asked the King. “Give me a *hcrt 
account of tm history " 
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THE HISTORY OF ABOSABER THE PAIIENT 

Sire (said Aladm), Abosaber, surnamed the Patient, was a 
wealthy and generous man, who lived in a village which he ren- 
dered happy by his chanties He was hospitable and beneficent 
to the poor, and every one that applied to him His grananes 
were full, his ploughs were continually at work, his flocks covered 
the plains, and he maintained plenty in the countiy He had a 
wife and two children, and the happiness of this way of life was 
disturbed by nothing but the devastations of a monstrous lion, 
which ravaged the stables and folds belonging to the peaceful 
cultivators of these happy regions, according to its necessities and 
those of its young 

The wife of Abosaber wanted her husband, at the head of his 
people, to hunt this animal, by whose devastation they, on account 
of their nches, were more particularly affected. 
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“ ^Vife,” odd Abotabcr to her ** let la have patience 1 I hare 
not any ikill in lion hunting , leave it to others.^ 

The King of the country heard of the ravaget of tha bon, and 
ordered a general chaae. The people nnmedutely took nitni 
the lion waa tought for, and soon snrroonded on every nde. A 
shower of arrows was discharged upon him. He became fonona 
hu bristles stood on end, his eyes flashed, he beat his sides with 
ha terrible taD, and, setting up tremendoia roarings, darted with 
fory upon the nearest of the hunteis. Tha was a yonng man of 
nmeteen years of age, mounted upon a vigorous hone. 

At the cnes of the bon the courser was seised with terror, and 
Ids strength instantly failed bun. He fcQ, and died as if he had 
been strode with a thunderbolt. The valiant knight soon got 
upon his feet, tod, mvoking the name of the great Prophet, he 
plunged hii spear Into the enormous jaws which were opened to 
dcTour him. This exploit of courage and intrepidity gamed him 
together with the applauses of bis Sovere ig n, the office of com 
nunder4o<hief of ^ his troops. 

Abotaber, heanng of the boo s death said to his wife, See of 
what advantage patience hath been to os 1 Had I followed your 
adnee, and exposed myself to the danger of attacking an animal 
against which it was necessary to draw out so ranch strength, I 
should have lost my life with eD ray people, to no purpose.” 

The dangerous lion did not alone disturb the peaceful retreat of 
Abosaber, the inhabitants of the village did not aD enjoy the same 
good character One of them committed a consideraWo robbery 
in the capital, and made ha escape after having murdered the 
master of the house he bad plundered. The Kmg, informed of 
this double dime, sent in learrh of the relations and slaves of the 
man who had been so inhumanly murdered. No one could give 
Viim any mSt/ratatiOTi \jtfi by ‘liuuwmg out sasjAcicms against the 
inhabitants of the village where Abotaber dwelt These had the 
character of bang very bad people, and were known to have fre- 
quented the house in which the murder and theft had been com- 
mitted, the pepetraton of whidi they were endeavour in g to da- 
cover Upon tha declaration alone, and without having recourse 
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to any other proof, the enraged monarcli commanded an officer at 
the head of a detachment to lay waste the village, and bnng aivay 
Its inhabitants loaded with chains 

Those who are emploj ed m the execution of severe commands 
frequently go beyond the orders they have received Troops very 
ill disciplmed spread their devastation over all the neighbounng 
country They spared only the dwelling of Abosaber and six per 
sons of his household ; but they pillaged his grananes and his 
standing com, with those of all the inhabitants 

The wife of Abosaber bewailed this disaster 

“We are ruined,” said she to her husband ; “you see our flocks 
earned ofl" with those of the guilty, notwithstanding the orders they 
have to spare whatever belongs to us See with what injustice we 
are treated. Speak to the officers of the King ” 

“ I have spoken,” said Abosaber, “ but they have not time to 
hear me. Let us have patience the evil will recoil on those who 
commit it. Unhappy the man who gives orders at once ngorous 
and urgent 1 unhappy the man who acts without reflection 1 I fear 
that the evils which the King has brought upon us will soon return 
upon himself” 

An enemy of Abosaber had heard this discourse, and reported 
it to the Kang, 

“ Thus,” said he, “ speaks the man whom the goodness of your 
Majesty had spared 1” 

The monarch instantly gave orders that Abosaber, his wife, and 
his two children, should be driven from the village and banished 
from his domimons 

The wife of the mse and resigned Mussulman made loud com- 
plamts she reproached the authors of her calamity, and earned 
her resentment to excess 

“ Have patience, wife,” said he to her : “ this virtue is the 
sovereign balm against adversity, it gives salutary counsel, and 
cames with it hope and consolation. Let us go to the desert, 
smee they persecute us here.” 

The good Abosaber lifted up his eyes and blessed the Almighty 
as he pursued his journey with his family But they had s<''vrcely 
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entered the dcffot when they were attacked by a band of robber*. 
They were plundered, their chDdrenwere cuned off and, deprived 
of erer y rewmree or human aid, they were left to the care of Pro- 
Yidence. 

The wife, haTtng lo*t by thtt new itroke of Cxte what w« most 
dear to her, gave free course to her grieii and set up mocmfdl 
dies. 

“ Indolent tnan I ** laid the to her huiband " lay a*ide your hit 
lessnes*. Let u» punue the robber* if they ha\x any fecUng of 
humanity left, they will rettore a* our chOdren." 

‘Let m hare patience," replied Abosaber, ‘‘it i* the only 
remedy for ctfl* which appear deaperate. Theie robber* are well 
mounted , naked and frbgued as we are, there u no probability of 
our oTertaiang them. And suppose we should succeed irr that, 
perhaps these barbarous men, harassed with our lamentation*, 
might put us to death." 

The wife grew calm, for the decay of her strength made her nth 
able to complain , and they both aniTcd on the bank of a nrer 
from whence they drscorered a village. 

* Sh down here," said Abosaber to ha wife , “ I will go to seek 
A lodging and some clothe* to cos-er ui." 

Saymg this, he went away, takmg the road to the viffage, from 
which they were not Car dotaot 

Scaredy was Abosaber oct of tight when a gentleman passing 
near her stopped in astonishment at aecmg a most bcanbful woman 
plundered and abandoned thus in a toUlary road. He put several 
questions to her, which this singular adventnre might teem to 
authoni^ and ^e answered them with luiBoent splnL These 
replies increased the fancy of the young man. 

“ Madam," aaid he to her, ‘ yon seem formed to enjoy a happier 
lot, and if you will accept of that whfcfi I will prepare for you, 
follow me, and together with my heart and hand, I offa you a 
ntuation that deserve* to be envied." 

“ I have a husband," replied the lady, “ to whom, unfortunate 
u he is, I am bound for life. 

“ I bare no time, replied the gentleman, “ to convince yon of 
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the folly of a refusal in your situation I love you Mount my 
horse without reply, or ivith one stroke of ray scimitar I will termi- 
nate both your misfortunes and your life ” 

The vife of Abosaber, forced to yield, before she departed wrote 
these words upon the sand* “Abosaber, your patience hath cost 
you your fortune, your children, and your wife, who is earned off 
from you. Heaven grant that it may not prove still more fatal to 
you 1 ” 

While she traced these words, the gentleman quitted his horse’s 
bndle, and when everything was ready, he seized his prey and dis- 
appeared. 

Abosaber, on his return, sought for his spouse, and called upon 
her m vain He demanded her of all nature, but nature was silent 
He cast his eyes upon the ground, and there learned his misfor- 
tune He could not restrain the first accents of gnef he tore his 
hau, rent his breast, and bruised himself wth strokes But soon 
becoming quiet, after all this agitation, 

“Have patience, Abosaber!” said he to himself, “thou lovesi 
thy wfe, and art beloved by her Allah hath undoubtedly suffered 
her to fall mto the situation in which she is m order to snatch hex 
from more dreadful evils Does it become thee to search into the 
secrets of Providence? It is thy part to submit, and also to cease 
from fatigumg and offendmg Heaven by thy ones and thy com- 
plaints ” 

These reflections completely restored his tranquillity, and aban- 
donmg the design he had of retummg to the village from which he 
came, he took the road to a city whose distant spues had attracted 
his attention 

As he approached it, he perceived a number of workmen en- 
gaged in constructing a palace for the Eling The overseer of this 
work took hold of him by the arm, and obliged him to labour with 
his workmen, under pain of being sent to pnson Abosaber vas 
forced to have patience, while he exerted himself to the utmost, 
receiving no wages but a httle bread and water 

He had been a month m this labonous and unprofitable situation, 
vy^hen a workman, fallmg from a ladder^ broke his leg This poor 
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tmhappy tiym uct up dreadfiil cnes, mtcnupted by complaint* and 
imprecation*. Abosaber approached him. 

Companion,* aud he to “you increase your mitfortnne* 
nutead of rcheying them. Have pabence 1 The frniti of thi* 
virtue are alway* salutary it tupporta u* under calamity, and such 
1 * Its power that it can raise a "i^n to the throne, even though he 
were mto the bottom of a well. 

The monarch of the country was at this moment at one of the 
wmdow* of hii palace, to whi^ the cne* of the unfortunate work 
man drawn him- He ha d heard Abosabei'i discourse, and 
was offended at it 

“ Let this man be arrested," said he to one of his officers, “ and 
brought before me." 

The officer obeyed, Abosaber was in the presence of the tyrant 
whose pnde he had aomtentumally shocked. 

** Insolent fellow 1 " said this barbarous King to him, ' can 
then bring a man from the bottom of a well to a throne ? 
Thon art gomg to put the truth of thy own nuudm to the tnsL* 

At the sanm time be ordered him to be let down to the bottom 
of a dry and deep wdl which was within the palaca. There he 
vunted him rcgokrly every day carrying him two monels of bread. 

Aboaaber would he say to him, “ you appear to me to be still 
at the bottom of die well when is yoor pabence to raise you to 
the throne?" 

The more this unfeeEng monarch insulted his piisoner he be 
came the more resigned. 

“Let us hare pabcuce,'' would he say to hnnsdf , “let us not 
repel contempt with reproach we are not suffered to avenge our 
selvca m any shape whatercr. Let us cDow the crime to come to 
Its foil height Heaven tecs, and is our judge. Let us have 
pabence." 

The King had a brother whom be had always concealed from 
every eye in a secret part of the palace. But suspicion and un- 
easiness made him afraid lest he should one day be earned off and 
placed upon the throne. S<anc tune ago he had secretly let him 
down into the bottom of this w^ we have spoken ot This ua- 
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happy victim soon sank under so many difficulties He died, but 
this event was not known, although tlie other parts of the secret 
had transpired. 

The grandees of the realm and the whole nation, shocked at the 
capncious cruelty, which exposed them all to the same danger, 
rose with one accord against the tyrant, and assassinated him 
The adventure of Abosaber had been long since forgotten. One 
of the officers of the palace reported that the King w-ent every 
day to carry bread to a man who was in the w’cll, and to converse 
with him This idea led their thoughts to the brother w'ho had 
been so cruelly used by the tyrant They ran to the well, went 
down into it, and found there the patient Abosaber, whom they 
took for the presumptive heir to the crown Without giving him 
time to speak, or to make himself knoivn, they conducted him to 
a bath, and he was soon clothed m the ro}al purple and placed 
upon the throne. 

The new King, always steady to his pnnciplcs, left Heaven to 
operate in his favour, and was patient His deportment, his reserve, 
and his coolness disposed men to prophecy well of his reign, and 
the wisdom of his conduct justified these happy presages Not 
contented to weigh with indefatigable patience the decisions of 
his owm judgment, he w'as present as often as possible at all the 
business of the State “ Viziers, Cadis, ministers of justice,” said 
he to them, “ before deciding hastily, take patience and inquire.” 

They adraued his wisdom, and yielded themselves to its direc- 
tion Such was the disposition of their minds with respect to him, 
when a train of events produced a great change m it 

A neighbounng monarch, dnven from his dominions by a power- 
ful enemy, vanquished, and followed by a small retinue, took refuge 
with Abosaber, and implored on his knees the hospitality, assist- 
ance, and good offices of a King renowned for his virtues, and 
especially for his patience. 

Abosaber dismissed his divan to converse with this exiled Pnnee, 
and, as soon as they were alone, he said to him, “ Behold m me 
Abosaber, your former subject, unjustly spoiled by you of all his 
fortune, and banished from your kmgdom Observe tlie just diffe- 
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rence m the condnct of Heiyen towardi ns, I departed from mj 
Tillage, reduced bj you to the point of wretchedness, I sub- 
nutted, howerer to my lot, was patient, and Providence hath 
conducted me to the throne, while your passionate, crud, and rash 
conduct hat h bniught you down from one. It appears to me that, 
m secmg you thus at my discretion I am commissioned to execute 
on yon the decreea of Heaven, as a warning to the wicked," 

After thw reproof and withont waiting a reply Abosaber coin, 
manded hia officers to dnre the exiled Kmg and all his followers 
from the aty Theae orders were instantly put m execution, but 
they occasioned some munnurs. Should an unfortunate and sup- 
pliant King be treated with to much ngour? This teemed contrary 
to all the laws of eqmty of humanity and of policy 
Some tune after this Abosaber having been informed that a 
band of robbers infested a part of his dominions, lent tnxips m 
pursuit of them. They were surprised rarrounded, and brought 
before him. The King recognized them to be those who had 
earned off bn chHdren, and prirately bteirogated thor chief 
** In such a ntnatioo,* aid be to him, " and m inch a desert, yoo 
found a man, a woman, and two children. You plundered the 
father and mother and carried away their childreii, >Vhat have 
you done with them? What is become of them? 

“Sire,’' replied the chief of the robbers, “these children are 
among us, and we will grve them to your Majesty to dispose of 
them as you please. We are ready moreover to deliver mto your 
hands all that we hare heaped op m our profession. Grant us life 
indpardon receive us Into the numbw of your subjects we will 
return from our evil courses, and no soldiera m your Majesty 1 
service thall be more devoted to you than we." 

The King tent for the chDdrcn, tcued the nches of the robbers, 
and canted their beads to be instantly struck off^ without regarding 
thor repentance or entrcatiea. 

The subjects of Aboaber seeing this hasty conduct, and recob 
lectmg the treatment of the exiled Monarch, m a short time did 
not know what might be tbor own, •* What preapitauon ! " said 
tbey ** Ii this the com pas si onate King, who when the Cadj au 
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happy victim soon sank under so many difficulties He died, but 
this event was not knoivn, although the other parts of the secret 
had transpired 

The grandees of the realm and the whole nation, shocked at the 
capncious cruelty, which exposed them all to the same danger, 
rose with one accord agamst the tyrant, and assassinated him 
The adventure of Abosaber had been long since forgotten. One 
of the officers of the palace reported that the King went every 
day to carry bread to a man who -was in the well, and to converse 
with him This idea led their thoughts to the brother who had 
been so cruelly used by the tyrant They ran to the well, went 
down mto it, and found there the patient Abosaber, whom they 
took for the presumptive heir to the croivn Witliout giving him 
time to speak, or to make himself known, they conducted him to 
a bath, and he was soon clothed m the royal purple and placed 
upon the throne. 

The new King, always steady to his principles, left Heaven to 
operate m his favour, and was patient His deportment, his reserve, 
and his coolness disposed men to prophecy well of his reign, and 
the wisdom of his conduct justified these happy presages Not 
^.contented to weigh with mdefatigable patience the decisions of 
ms own judgment, he was present as often as possible at all the 
business of the State “ Viziers> Cadis, ministers of justice,” said 
he to them, “ before decidmg hastily, take patience and inquire.” 

They admued his wisdom, and yielded themselves to its direc- 
tion Such was the disposition of their minds with respect to hun, 
when a train of events produced a great change m it 

A neighbounng monarch, dnven from his dominions by a power- 
ful enemy, vanquished, and followed by a small retinue, took refuge 
with Abosaber, and implored on his knees the hospitality, assist- 
ance, and good offices of a King renowned for his virtues, and 
especially for his patience 

Abosaber dismissed his divan to converse with this exiled Pnnce, 
and, as soon as they were alone, he said to him, “ Behold m me 
Abosaber, your former subject, unjustly spoiled by you of all his 
fortune, and banished from your kmgdom Observe tlie just diffe* 
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rcncc m the conduct of Heateti townrdi ti». I departed from my 
village, reduced by yon to the la»t pomt of wretchedness. I sub- 
mitted, however to my lot, wm patient, and Providence hath 
conducted me to the throne, while your passionate, cmel, and rash 
conduct brought you down from one. It appean to me that, 
in seeing you thus at my discretion, I am commissioned to execute 
on yon the decrees of Heaven, as a warning to the wicked.* 

After this reproof and without waiting a reply Abosabcr com. 
manded his officeri to dnve the czQed Fang and all his followers 
from the aty These ordcn were instantly put in execution, but 
they occanoued some m onnurs . Should an unfortunate and sup- 
pliant Kmg be treated with so much ngonr? This seemed contrary 
to all the lawi of equity, of humanity, and of pobey 
Some time after thu Abosabcr l^vmg be^ informed that a 
band of robbers infested a part of his dominions, sent troops m 
pumut of them. They were suipnacd, surrounded, and brought 
before him. The Emg recognixed them to be thoae who had 
earned oft his children, and privately interrogated their chief. 

** In inch a situation,* taid be to him, ** and m such a desert, you 
found a man, a woman, and two children. Yon plundered the 
father and mother and earned away their children. ^Vhat have 
you done with them ? What is become of them ? * 

“Sire,* rephed the chief of the robbers, “these children are 
among us, and we will give them to your Majesty to dupose oi 
them as you please. We arc ready moreover to deliver into your 
hands all that we have heaped up m our profemon. Grant ua life 
and pardon , receive os into the number of your subjects we will 
return from oui evil courses, and no soldien in your Majesty i 
service shall be more devoted to you than we." 

The King sent for the cluldren, seued the nches of the robbers, 
and cansed their heads to be instantly struck off, without regarding 
their repentance or entreaties. 

The subjects of Abosabcr seemg this hasty conduct, and recol- 
lectmg the treatment of the exiled Monarch, m a short ume did 
not know what might be their own, “ What preapitation ] * said 
they ** Is tius the compassionaie Kmg, who when the Cadi v-as 

9T 




4i8 


THE STORY OF BOHETZAD^ OR, 


about to inflict any punishment, continually repeated to him, ‘ Wait, 
exanttne, do nothing rashly, have patience^ ? ” They were extremely 
surpnsed, but a new event rendered them still more astonished. 

A gentleman came with complaints against his wife Abosaber, 
before heanng them, said to him, Bring your wife with you • if it 
be just for me to listen to your arguments, it cannot be less so to 
hear hers ” 

The gentleman went out, and in a few moments after returned 
with his wife The King had scarcely looked at her, when he 
ordered her to be conducted into the palace, and the man’s head 
to be cut oflf, who had come to complam of her The order was 
obeyed. The Viziers, the officers, and the whole divan murmured 
aloud, that Abosaber might hear them 

“ Never was there seen such an act of violence,” said they among 
themselves. The Kmg who was beheaded was never guilty of 
so shocking an action, and this brother, coming out of a well, and 
promising at first wisdom and prudence, is earned m cold blood 
to an excess which borders on madness ” 

Abosaber listened and remamed patient, till at length a wave of 
his hand havmg imposed silence, he spoke as follows : 

Viziers, Cadis, mmisters of justice, and all ye vassals of the 
Crown who hear me, I have always advised you against precipita- 
tion m your judgments, you owe me the same attention, and I 
pray you hear me 

“ Arrived at a point of good fortune to which I had never even 
dared to aspire, the circumstances which were necessary for my 
success bemg so difficult to be united , indifferent as to the crown 
which I wear, and to which I had no right by my birth , it only 
remams for me to gain your esteem by justifying the motives of 
my conduct, and making myself known to you. 

I am not brother to the King whom you judged unworthy to 
reign , I am a man of mean birth Persecuted, undone, and driven 
from my country, I took refuge m this kingdom, after having seen 
my two children and my wife tom from me in the way I devoutly 
submitted to the strokes which fate had laid on me, when, at the 
entrance of this city, I was seized by force, and constrained to 



THE LOST CHTLD 


419 


labotir at tho bnllding of the palace. Convinced in iny mmd 
that patience la the most necessary virtne to man, I eithorted one 
of my fcUoir4aboTircri to bear wi& reaignaticm a dresdfol evii he 
had met with m breaking hu leg Fatunct^ said I to him, u t« 
great a vtrtve, that it antid nau a man tc Ou tkrent^ although ft* 
were cast into Vu hattom. ^ a xodL 

‘ Tlie King, my predecessor, heard roe. This maxlro shocked 
him^ and that Instant be tansed me be let down mto the well, 
from which yon took me to set me on the throne. 

” When a nenghbounug monarch, driven by an tunrper from hu 
dominiooB, came to implore my aaaistancc, I recognized in him 
my own Sovereign, who had anjoatiy atnpped me of my poisesaionB 
and sent me into banishment 1 was not the only object of hu 
capdooua craelties : I saw all hu snbjecta groanmg under them. 

**The robbers, whom I punuhed, had earned off my children 
and redneed me to die last pomt of wretchedncaa. 

“ In fine, the gentleman whom 1 cajued to be beheaded is be 
who violently took away my wife. 

" In all ^ese judgments, I have not had the revenge of my 
own partKnkr offences in view TCmg of these dommiona by your 
dicace, the mi umu ent of God upon earth, I did not tbmlr mvsclf 
at liberty to yidd to an arbitrary clemency which would have 
weakened yocr power It was my duty to eiecnte the decrees of 
Providence upon tudi as were clearly convicted of guilty and to 
cot off from soaety mortals too dangerous for it 
"A tyranrocal King who respect* not the lawi, and a only 
directed by hu paacons and capnee, i# the sccroige of hu peoplt 
If it u not lawful to make any attempt upon hu Ufe, it u 1^ less 
to to grant him sneh assistance as would authorize Viim m the 
perpetual ererote of revenge, and in the mdulgence of the injus- 
tice and etrodty of hu disposition. It u even wise to deprive 
him of the means of it 

"VilUlns whose sole occupation u to attack cartvani, plunder 
travcDeri, and wbo are accustomed to nothing but disorder, cam 
never become useful and valuable otizena. They deserve still less 
to be admitted to the honour of defending their countrv 
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ment to theto is only a return to their former life By increasmg 
their number, the evils of the world are rendered perpetual 

“The ravisher of a wife is a monster in society from which it 
ought to be freed The man who indulges himself m this cnme 
IS capable of every other 

“ Such are the motives of my conduct • seventy costs me more 
than any one else But I should have been unworthy of the con- 
fidence of my people, and wanting in the duties of the throne, had 
I not exercised it m this situation 

“ If I have exceeded the limits of my authonty, I am ready to 
resign it mto your hands Reunited to my wife and my children, 
and thus loaded with the most precious blessings of the Almighty, 
I should have nothmg left but to wish you happy days under a 
government wiser than mine ” 

When Abosaber had finished this justification of his conduct, 
admiration and respect held the whole assembly m silence Soon, 
however, a shout followed by a thousand others resounded through 
the divan 

“ Long live Abosaber • long live our King ! long live the patient 
monarch I may he hve for ever ! and may his reign endure to eter- 
nity!” 

The King having returned into his apartment, sent for his wife 
and his children, and after yielding to the sweet impulses of nature, 
“ Behold,” said he to his spouse, “ the fruits of patience, and the 
consequences of rashness Give up at last your prejudices, and en- 
grave on the hearts of our children these important truths Good 
and evil happen under the inspection of Providence, and divine 
wisdom mfalhbly bestows the punishment or the reward The 
patient man who submits to his lot is sooner or later crowned with 
honour ” 

After having ended his story Aladin kept a respectful silence 
Bohetzad seemed lost in thought 
“ How IS it possible,” said he, “ that the maxims of msdom 
should flow from the lips of a man whose heart must be corrupted, 
and whose soul must be guilty? Young man!” added he, ad- 
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dreniDg to the soppoied crmiinal, ** I wIQ ftfll defer yotu 

ptmuhment till Ukuottcw Yoa arc to be earned back to pmon. 
rhe cormseli which yon hare giTen cae ahall have their proper effect 
A professed robber ought to be cat off from the class of atiiens, 
&om thitt of the defender! of the kxngdooi» and from the whole 
woiW. Bat u yon have at the *ame time guarded me against 
precipitatioti in jadgment, I content that 3 ron may hve doniig the 
remamder of this day and the foBowmg night** 

At these words the King dismissed the assembly 

The Viceri took counsel together respecting the step they should 
take to sccorc the destruction of the favoonte. Perceiv in g the 
punishment so often delayed, it was their business to alarm the 
Kmg respecting the dangerous effects of his clemency, and his 
weakness m allowmg himself to be led away by these discourses, 
prepared on purpose to suspend an act of justice which was ftbso> 
htdy necessary He ou^t to bonah from the people every 
suspiaoQ of weakness on the part of the government, and »how 
ihexD that equity was its foundation. 

The artful det^ of this reasoning was entrusted to the Fourth 
Tmer ; and tlds minister came next mornmg to Bobetxad to per 
form his part 

The poison of flattery was artfully mingled with remonstances, 
wfakh appeared to be dictated by a disinterested real, and made 
a deep topreasion on the King He ordered the Superintendent 
to be brought before him, as formerly with all the apparatus ol 
punishment “Unhappy man!" said be to him “ I have reflected 
enough to punish you for your enme. May your death, if it be 
possible, make me forget you for ever 1** 

"Sre," replied Aladin, with respect and firmness, “I receive 
with nbmlssfon the sentence of my enme. It is dictated by or 
cumstances, and were it not, I feel that the miseiy of having fallen 
under your dagrace would be worse to me. The sacrifice once 
made, I can repent of it no more. But the day will come, when 
your Majesty, regretting your unjust preopltation, will repent that 
you did not sufficiently consult the rules of prudence, as it hap- 
pened to Bhaiad, the son of Cyrus, frmndcr of the Syrian empire." 
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HISTORY OF BHAZAD THE IMPATIENT. 

Bhazad was a Prince possessed of every external accomplish- 
ment. His beauty, celebrated by the poets, v/as become proverbial 
among all nations He was the delight of every company, and 
scarcely anything was noticed in it but himself One day, while 
he was unperceived, his beauty became the subject of conversation. 
After it had been much praised, one who was present, and had till 
then been silent, added, 

“ Pnnce Bhazad is doubtless one of the most beautiful men in 
the world , but I know a woman who in this respect is much more 
superior to her own sex than he is to Ins ” 

This discourse roused the cunosity of Bhazad more than his 
pnde, and, addressmg himself in pnvate to the man who spoke 
thus 

“Might one know from you,” said he to him, “the name of this 
beauty, m whose praise you have just now spoken ? ” 

“ Pnnce,” replied this man, “ she is the daughter of one of the 
most illustnous vassals of the Synan throne , and if she enchants 
every eye by her external charms, the virtues of her heart and of 
her mmd contnbute still more to make her perfect” 

Those few words made a lively impression upon the heart ol 
Bhazad He could thmk of nothing but of the object whose 
praises he had heard, and he endeavoured to make a conquest of 
her The love which consumed him mjured his health, rendered 
him thoughtful and solitary , and the King his father, bemg sur- 
pnsed at this change, upon mquinng of him, was mformed of its 
cause. 

Bhazad, after havmg made a confession of his passion to Cyrus, 
suffered from him some reproaches for his reserve 

“Why have you concealed from me the state of your heart?” 
said he to him “ Are you ignorant that I have all power over the 
Pnnce whose daughter you are desnous to many? Are you afraid 
that he will not accept the honour of our alliance?” 

Upon this Cyrus sent m quest of the father of the young 
beauty, and demanded her for his sou Ihc dowry, which was 
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to be three hundred thootand pieces of gold, was agreed trpon at 
once. But the future father m4aw required that the celebrudoii of 
the nuptuls ihonld be delayed for nme months. 

** Nine months without seeing her 1* said the fanpadent Bhamd 
to hnQsell “ Nine months without her I It is insupportable.* 

He quickly formed the design of gomg to her He mounted 
the best courser m his stables, and immediately departed, hayrng 
pronded himtidf with some necessary articles, such os a bow, a 
lance, and a samitar He was not far from the capital of Syria 
when he was attadied by a band of robbers. His undaunted 
countenance and his martial air made an impression upon them , 
and frr from endeavouring, according to thor usual custom, to 
murder after they had robbed him, they proposed to him a 
very different plan and promised him his life on condition that he 
wodd assocute with them. Bhasad thought h necessary to dlt 
cover to these vagabonds his lanlc, bu projects, and the Elal delay 
of nine months, which his impatience bad been unable to endure. 
Upon this dedarahoa, the chief of the robbers repbed to him, 

* We win shorten this delay We know the ca^e m which the 
object of your love dwells, and the strength that defends it. March 
at our head , we will attack it, and no object shall be able to resist 
ns. AH we ask of you for this Important service a a share in the 
dowry, your future protection and a delay of some days to prepare 
oundvea for the enterprise.* 

Bhaaad, in his impatience, thought himself already on the very 
point of happmess. Every method seemed just to bun which could 
serve his passion, and he was by no means delicate in the choice 
of them. Thus be deliberated no more, but continued his journey 
at the head of the robbers. 

They aoou met a numerous caravan, and the robbers, constrained 
by their natural propennly, attacked U m disorder They were 
repulsed, how ever , with the lots of s evoo l men and a coimdcTable 
number of pnsoneri, among whom Bharad was Included. He was 
conducted to the capital of the country to which the caravan was 
travelling. The commander of it, after rekung bU adventure, pre- 
sented Bhaxad to the King. 
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otecation of pmuihuient, it would have cost you your life, and me 
the remoTM of havmg treated you ai a vile tisaajm." 

^ Sire,’ replied Bharad, after havmg revealed to Wm the tecrct 
of hu escape, ^ finding myself seucd among robbers, m whose 
crnna I had mvoluntaiily ebared, 1 preferred death to shain^ and 
was tmwnhng to dishononr a name so fllnitnotis." 

“Son,* replied the sage monani, * there has been a great deal 
of nnpTudencc m your behATiouE. You were m love, and assured 
of wedding m a few mouths the object of your affecuoa. See to 
what isahness end impatience have brought you. Instead of wait- 
ing patiently till you ahould become the son-m-law of one of your 
father’s noUe vassals, after having quitted the Court of Syria with 
out permmiou, and after having incautiously exposed yourself to 
be murdered by the robbers who infest these deserts, you joined 
yourself to diese vagabonds to cany off by force the woman who 
was volontanly to be given you In mamage. See Into what a train 
of amtea yon bare drawn yourselt Cb^ thn passion and calm 
your mpabence. I will procure you the means of uoiting yourself 
soon to the Pnneess whose band you are anxioui to obtain. But 
as everything ought to be done m a msnnCT suitable to her con 
dmon ind your rank, we wiU hurry nothing.’ 

After tins, the King havmg cansed Bhazad to be magnificently 
dressed, appointed him lodgings m his palace and admitted him 
to hii table. He wrote to Cyiua to set hun at ease respecting the 
fiUc of hiB son, whose equipage was getting ready that he might 
appear with more splendour at the Court of the Pnnee whose 
daughter he waa about to espouse. 

The impatient Bhasad taw these preparations with uneasmeis. 

The attention which was paid to them retarded ha happiness. At 
length, however the order for hu depatnre waa given, and he might 
be^ hu journey A tmall army escorted hun, but every halt 
which ft made afpeared an age to this impatient Prmce. 

Messengers had been dupotched to the father of the Princess, 
to mform him of the arrival of hu lon-in-law He came^ with hii 
daughter covered with a veil, to receive him at the gate of bis 
castle, and allotted him a magnificent apartment next to of 
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Here, sire, is a young man who, in our opinion, deserves to be 
distinguished from the rest, and we beseech your Majesty to dis- 
pose of him according to your pleasure ” 

The countenance of the captive attracted the particular attention 
of the King 

“\Vho are you, joung man ?" inquired the Pnnee “You seem 
not to have been bom for tlie cnmmal profession jou follow How 
did you fall into the hands of the cara\an?’’ 

Bliazad, lest he should dishonour his respectable name, was un- 
mlhng to make himself known 

“ Sire,” replied he, “ my appearance ought not to impose upon 
your Majesty I am, and aUsavs have been, a professed robber" 

“ Your answer," said the King, “ is ) our sentence of death Yet," 
said he to himself, “ I ought to be rash in nothing Regard must 
be had to his jouth and external qualities, which seem to distin- 
guish him from people of liis profession. If tins young man is in 
reality a robber, he deserves punishment, but if he is an unfor- 
tunate sport of destiny, who hath sought for death as a deliverance 
from the sorrows of life, one may become an accomplice in his 
enme by not preventing his death " 

The prudent Sovereign, having made this soliloquy, ordered 
Bhazad to be shut up m close conhnement, expecting some great 
discovery respecting his rank. 

In the meantime the King of Sjna, having in quest of his son 
searched his dominions in vain, addressed circular letters to all the 
Sovereigns of Asia. One of them came to the King in whose 
dominion Bhazad was m custody From the description w'hich it 
gave of him, he had no doubt that the young adventurer whom he 
kept in pnson was the well-beloved son of the powerful monarch 
of Syna. What reason had he to applaud himself for not having 
burned his judgment ! 

He sent immediately for the handsome prisoner, and asked his 
name 

“ My name is Bhazad," replied the young man. 

“You are the son tlicn, of King Cjrus But wh.at motives de- 
termined )ou to conceal jour biiih? Had I not been slow in the 
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aecntioii of jraniihment, it would have coit you your life, end me 
the remor»o ^ having treated you aa a vile tasastm." 

** Stre,® replied Bhaaad, after having revealed to him the secret 
of hia eacape, "finding myself iciied among robbers, in whose 
crimes I had involuntary tlmred, I preferred death to shame, and 
waa tmwilling to dishonour a name so illuftnoiis." 

"Son," replied the sage monaich, ' there hai been a great deal 
of unprodcnco m your behanour. You were in, love, and onured 
of wedding m a few months the object of your affection. See to 
what rashness and impatience have brought you. Joitcad of wait 
mg patiently till you should become the son-m-Uw of one of yocr 
firiri noUe vaasala, after having qmtted the Court of Syiu with- 
out pcrauiiion, and after having tncautiomly exposed yourself to 
be murdered by the robbers who infest these deserts, you jomed 
yourself to these vagabonds to cany off by force the woman who 
was volontanly to be given you in mamage. See into what a trau) 
of oimeB you have drawn yourself Chech this passxon and calm 
your Dspatence. I will procure you the means eff uniting yourself 
soon to the Princess whose hand yon are anxious to obtain. But 
as ereTything ought to be done in a manner mnable to her con- 
dition and your ranlt, we will hurry nothing.* 

After this, the King, having caused Bhazad to be magnificently 
dressed, appointed hnn lodgings in his palace, and admitted hhn 
to hif table. He wrote to Cyrus to set him at ease respecting the 
fiite of his son, whose equipage was getting ready that he might 
appear with more splendour at the Court of the Pnnee whoso 
daughter be was about to espouse. 

ITje impatient Bhirad saw these preparations with uneaamcis. 
The attention which was paid to them retarded his happtnesa. At 
length, howerrer dieOTder for his depatare was given, and he might 
be^ his journey A small army escorted him, but e y eay halt 
which it made appeared an age to this impatient Prince. 

Messengers had been dispatched to the firther of the Pnneess, 
to inform him of the arrival of his soa-m-law He cam^ with hii 
da ug h ter covered with a veil, to rectrre him at the of his 
castle, and allotted him a magnificent apartment next to that o4 
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his future spouse All the arrangements had been previously fixed 
by the two fathers The tenn of nine months would have elapsed 
m three days, and all the preparations suitable to this so much 
wished-for union were finished. 

Bhazad was only separated from the object of his affection by 
the breadth of a thm wall. In three days he might see her. But 
this wall was hke Mount Ararat to him, and these three days seemed 
an eternity. As he constantly inquired what she was doing, he 
learnt that she was at her toilet, assisted by her female slaves, and 
without her veil. This was the time for him to surpnse her and 
behold her at his pleasure He presently examined all the open- 
ings of his apartment, to find some way of gratifying his impatience 
and cunosity He discovered, to his misfortune, a small grated 
wmdow, to which he apphed his eye But an eunuch, placed there 
on guard, perceived the mquisitive man, and, without knowing him, 
struck him with the point of his scimitar, which at once ran through 
both his eyes, and drew from him a piercmg cry, which soon col- 
lected around him all those engaged in his service 

They stood around the wounded, inquinng the cause w'hich could 
have reduced him to the unhappy situation he was m His mis- 
fortune discovered to him his crime. 

“ It was my impatience," replied he, with sorrow “ I have too 
soon forgotten the sage counsels of tlie Kmg my benefactor In 
three days I would have seen her who was to crown my happmess, 
but I was unable to bear this delay with patience I wished to 
enjoy beforehand the pleasure of seemg her, and for this I am 
punished with the loss of my sight" 

“ In this manner,” added Aladm, ‘‘ did the impatient Bhazad, on 
the very pomt of becommg happy, lose that hope for ever, and was 
condemned to the most cruel loss m bemg deprived of the sense 
of sight He ought to have recollected the dangers to which his 
former imprudence had exposed him , with what maturity of de- 
hberation, with what wise delay, the monarch to whom he was 
mdebted for his fortune and life had conducted himself with respecA 
to Him, and he ought to have yielded entirely to his advice. But 
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it not from actmg without reflection that expencnce ts acquired, 
and the wiM alone can profit bjr that of other*." 

The young Snpenntcndent, having made an end of BpeaHng, 
Bohetrid, drowned m thought, dmnmed the aa*embly, end re- 
manded the ciimmal to ptuon. 

The ten Vmers, afraid lest their victim ihonld escape, asiembled 
again next day, and sent three of thmr number m a deputation to 
the Kmg to itrike the Urt blow against the young Aladin. They 
assured Boh et tad that the dangeron* consequences of tus clemency 
were already felt 

Every day " aaid they “ ordinary Juibce is engaged m check 
log the andadoui crimes of your subjects against the sanctity of 
the harem. Prenmcating cnnunala have the boldness to defend 
themselves by the example that is before their eyes, and the de- 
lays which arise from your Majesty m this afralr are to many pre- 
tences which they allege m thfeir justification. We conjum you, 
lire, to put an end to this disorder, which youx imnutert will loou 
be unable to restrain." 

Bohetiad, ashamed of his too great indaJgcnce> caused the 
Supenntendent to be brought before him. 

** Thou oppearest at length," aaid he to hnn, " for the last time, 
on the scaffold, which thou art about to stain xdth thy blood The 
crime which thou hast committed mlJowi me no rest The too long 
suspension of the sword of the law draws along with It an cxMple 
fatal to my subject*. Every voice is united against thee, and not 
one justifies thee." 

"Men pursue me," interrupted the undaunted Alsdin. *I am 
the object of hatred and slander , bat, if the Eternal and His Pro- 
phet arc for me, I have nothing m this world to fear Heaven 
protects my innocence, and the sword cannot depnve me of iL It 
will always shme upon my forehead, even when it sKati be separated 
from my body My confidence Is m God. I expect cveiythfaig 
fiom Hun, as Kmg Baxmant at length did after the reverses he 
experienced." 
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HISTORY OF BAFIfStNT, OR THE CONriDFNT. 

This Sovereign, too much addicted to the pleasures of the table, 
v.’as giving himself up one day to the immoderate enjoyment of a 
sumptuous feast, when his Vizier came to inform him that the 
enemy was coming to besiege his capital. 

" Have not I,” replied he, excellent generals and good troops? 
Let them take care of everything, and beware of disturbing my 
pleasures.” 

“I ivill obey, sire,” replied the Vizier, “but remember that the 
Almighty disposes of thrones, and that if you invoke not His aid, 
your nches and power wll not support ) ou or j ours ” 

Disregarding this wise counsel, Bazmant fell asleep in the arms 
of sensuality, and when he awoke was obliged to take to flight 
notwithstanding the bravery of his soldiers, the enemy had become 
masters of the city. 

The fugitive King wnthdrew to one of his allies, his father-m-law' 
and fnend, ivho granted him a powerful army, with which he hoped 
m a short time to re-enter his dominions and take vengeance on 
his enemy. Full of confidence m this assistance, he marched at 
the head of liis troops, and advanced towards the capital which 
he had lost But victory again declared in favour of the usurper 
His army was routed, and he himself owed his safety to the swaft- 
ness and vigour of his horse, which, pursued by the enemy, crossed 
an arm of the sea which lay in his way, and soon landed him on 
the opposite shore 

Not far from the shore was situated a fortified city called Kerassin, 
at that time under the dominion of Kang Abadid Bazmant went 
to It, and demanded an asylum in the hospital destined for the 
reception of poor strangers He learned that King Abadid resided 
m Medmet'Ilahid, the capital of the kingdom He took the road 
to It, arrived there, and demanded an audience of the Sovereign, 
which was immediately granted. His external appearance preju- 
diced the monarch m his favour, and he asked him concemmg his 
rank, his country, and the motives which had brought him to 
Medmei llalud. 
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“I n-as replied he, “a distmgnished officer In the Conrt of 
King Barmtnt, to whom I we* mneh attached. This nnfortnnate 
Pnnee been Hi l y gn from hi* kingdom, and u it became neect- 
lary for me to choose a master I am come to make a Tolnntaiy 
offer of my penon and services to yoni Majesty * 

Abadid fall of prudence and penetration, concenred a fiivoorable 
opmion of the stranger He loaded him with presents, and assigned 
him a distmgmshed rank among hn officers. Baxmant might hare 
been proud of hi* new sitnation conld he have banished from hi* 
memory the fortune he had once enjoyed, and had he not been 
still wholly occupied with the loss of ha kingdom. 

A naghbounng power at that time threatened Abadid with an 
invasion of hi* dominion*. The Sov e r ei gn put himself in a pos- 
ture of defence, and took eve r y necessary precaution to repel his 
enemy He hnnsdf took arms, and left ha capital at the bead 
of a farnudahle army Baxmant had the chief command of the 
van. 

The battle wu soon b^un, donng which Ahadid and Baxmant 
conducted themselves like er^ienenced chiefr, and were distin- 
guuhed by remarkabb feat* of courage and rntrepidlty The 
enemy was entirely defeated and repolsed. Tbrnunt i»rtnnMl to 
the sloes the mighty deed* and wise plan* of Abadid. 

“ Sre,” said be to bun, “with an army 10 well diiaplined and 
BO much good conduct you might easOj bumble the most formid- 
able nation*.* 

You are mlstakm, replied the wise monarch “without the 
a*siatanco of Allah I could not reaiat the most feeble atom* m the 
creaticm. It ii by trustiog m Him alone that we have the power 
of poatmg our troops to advantage, of directing our plan* with 
wisdom, and of preserving that presence of miriH which is the 
gmde of all our operabon*. If I had not had recourso to Him^ 
the greatest force would have vaniahcd m my handa." 

‘ I am convinced of it, rephed Baxmant, ‘ and the mufortuiie* 
which I have cxpenenced are a proof of it A fiJie prudence 
mduced me to conceal my name and my misfoxtunet. But youi 
virtues fbrcahly draw the secret from roe. You see before you the 
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unhappy Bazmant, whom too much confidence in his own troops 
could not preserve upon the throne ” 

Upon this confession, Abadid, seized with astonishment, wished 
to make an apology to Bazmant for the reception he had given him 
“ How could you know me,” replied the dethroned Prmce, 
“ since shame and confusion obliged me to be silent ? Could you 
read upon my forehead a character which the justice of Heaven 
had effaced? Great Kmg,” added he, embracing him, “I owe to 
your generosity a full account of my faults lend me your attentioru” 
At these words Bazmant related his history 
“ My dear brother,” said Abadid to him, after having heard it, 
“ cease to humble yourself before a man brought up in your very 
principles, and corrected at last by a senes of misfortunes similar 
to yours I have not been wiser than you. It appears that we 
must be instructed by misery ' Formerly I put my confidence in 
my troops and my own abilities, and at the head of a numerous 
army I was conquered by an enemy who had nothing to oppose 
me but a handful of men Forced to take to flight, I retired to 
the mountams, with fifty men who would not abandon me. Pro- 
vidence caused me to fall in with a dervish m his hermitage, where 
he was wholly devoted to the exercise and duties of rehgion. He 
showed me the cause of ray misfortunes, and told me that the enemy 
had put his trust m Allah alone, and was thus enabled to strike me 
with unernng blows, while I, depending upon the efibrt of my 
spear and the thickness of my battahons, and full of audacious 
pnde, neglected my duty, and gave no order which did not lead 
to an error * Put,’ said he to me, ‘ your confidence in Hun who 
directs everythmg here below, and if His arm is engaged m your 
behalf, fifty men will be sufficient to regam your kingdom ’ These 
discourses of the sage made a strong impression upon me I raised 
my eyes on high, and, full of a salutary confidence, I returned to 
my capital Prospenty had bhnded my enemy He had forgotten 
m the lap of pleasure the wise maxims to which he was mdebted 
for his victory Eveiythmg seemed qmeV m his dommions He 
believed himself secure m the possession of them, and neglected 
the mamtenance of an army. I amved ’ mawares at the beginning 
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of the night I battened to the palace with my small party, whldi 
conosity, bowercr, increated It became a for^dableanny within 
the palace dumay and terror marched m its tranL The nforper 
had only jott time to mahe hit escape and avoid the danger wluch 
fuiroanded htm. And the neit day beheld me re-estabhshed on 
my throne, and m the undtstnrbed possession of my kmgdorn." 

The reatnl of Abadicrs advcntnres completely changed the 
opinions of Barmant 

"Yon hare," said the Pnnce to him, " inspired me with a confi- 
dence equal to that which animated > on, and henceforward I will 
place it nowhere else. God alone and His great Prophet are able 
to restore me my crown and m order to regain I win follow 
the some method that yoa did.* 

At these words he took leave of Abodid, and hastened into a 
desert, throngh winch be was obliged to pass m order to reach his 
dominions. Guided by the confidence wludj he had placed la the 
So v er ei gn Koler of men, and unplonng Ro support by pr ayer , be 
gained the tummit of a moentam. He was oppressed with 
and, having (alien asleep, he saw a vision in a dream. 

He thought be heard a voice say to him, “ Bamant, Allah has 
heard thy prayers He accepts thy penitence, ond thou mayest 
march witbOTt fear whither thou Intcndcst” 

The Prince believed he had heard hls guardian angel, and has- 
tened his Journey towards the capital of his kingdom. Scarcely 
had he reached the frontiers, when he met a party of those who 
i had been most faithful to hnn. They hred under a tent, ready to 
seek mother asylum on the least instance of tyranny in the usurper 
\Vrtboct making himself known, he entered into conversation, and 
told them that he was travelling to the capitaL They endeavoured 
to divert him from hls design. They described the avenues to the 
city as extremely dangerous. They told him that tuspiaon and 
fear were upon the throne , that strangers who approached u were 
beheved to be emissaries of Batmant, and were, without distmo 
tion, beheaded by order of the tyrant. 

'He causes the fiarmcr King to be regretted then?” mguired 
the Pnnce, certain that they could not know him. 
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“ Alas I ” replied they, “ would indeed that our worthy monarch 
were here 1 He would find a safe asylum m the hearts of all his 
subjects, and a hundred thousand arms to avenge him. The 
monster who has dethroned him, confiding in his forces, sacrifices 
everything to his unbridled desires, and frees himself by the sword 
of his slightest alarms ” 

“ He IS m the wrong,” replied Bazmant, “ to trust wholly m his 
army the true support of Kings is the favour of Heaven As for 
me, who have come here with no other mtention than to acquire 
knowledge by travellmg, knowing that no one can mjure me while 
I have the divme protection, I will, without fear, approach the 
place which the vam precautions of your master have caused to be 
looked upon as so dangerous ” 

‘‘We conjure you not to do this,” replied these worthy people, 
in a feelmg tone . “ do not give us another misfortune to bewail 
Smce you are a good Mussulman, wait patiently till the divme jus- 
tice shall have struck this tyrant ; the time is not far distant, for 
the measure of his iniquity is full And should the arm of man 
delay to stnke, the pillars of his palace will fall upon him.” 

At these words, Bazmant felt his hopes revive. He laid aside 
all disguise, and declared that he was the monarch whom they 
wished to return. At that instant his faithful subjects, exiled on 
his account, fell at his feet. They kissed his hands and moistened 
them with their tears A part of the kmghts who were there de- 
voted themselves as his hfe-guard. The rest spread all around to * 
announce his happy return, and appomt a place of rendezvous. 
A formidable army was soon m a condition to advance to the 
capital, the tyrant was overthrown, and Bazmant resumed the reins 
of government and power amidst the acclamations of aU his 
people 

At the end of this history, Aladm ventured to add some re- 
flections of his own 

“You see,” said he to Bohetzad, “how Batmant reascended his 
tnrone, without any other assistance than that of Heaven My tme 
throne, sire, is my innocence, and, as if inspired from above. 
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have a fixed belief that I will yet bo rc-c*tablished on it, and trromph 
over mine enemies.* 

As the yotmg miniiter mmgied sago tmths with the reatal of hu 
stones, the Sovereign, who had hatred to him, felt his anger re* 
lent 

He agam ordered the punishment to be defared, and the 
cmninal was earned back to pnson. 

The Vineri again resolved to diffuse m the mmd of the King 
the poison of those perfidious msmnations which had hitherto been 
10 unsnccessfol. 

One of them accordingly amved weD prepaid He brought 
with him tedltioas Hbeli and a list of disordeia which, he said, the 
violation of a law that was refused to be put in execution haa 
occasioned) In leaving onpanished a enme which appeared m so 
obnooi a manner. 

These reports, whldi teemed to be dictated by disinterestedneti 
and fidelity, again mfiamed Bohettad. He r e sum ed hu first reso 
lotions, and tent for the cnimnai to hu presence. 

1 have hesitated too long * said he. “ Thy death u easential 
to the aaiety of my kingdom, and thou canst no more hope eithei 
for delay or mercy * 

" Sire,* said Aladm, * e ve ry fault deserves pardon. I have com* 
nutted one in mdnlgmg myadf in a dnnk wiudi 1 did not know 
and which deprived me, for a moment, of reason. Bat 1 have a 
right to obtain your Majesty*! pardon. I am mcapable of the 
enme of which I am accused. Sorcreigns, sire, have a noble right 
which they derrre from Heaven It u that of exeremng mercy 
when It u proper Let us suppose that, after a little delay and 
d^oeraite exaxmna^don, ycxi had snalch'd an innocent petioa from 
punishment, would not your Majesty have done an action some- 
thing like that of raising him from the dead? An action m* y 
often appear agreeable to strict Justice, while m reality it u only 
the effett of lawless tyrarmy And what glory is there not, eves 
in pardoning an offence? He who is capable of mercy will, liks 
Bahaikan, sooner or later receive hu reward." 
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Aladm, perceiving Bohetzad inclined to listen to him, proceeded 
thus in the explanation of what he had advanced ; 


HISTORY OF BAHARKAN. 

B'iharkan was an intemperate Prince. Pie sacnficed everything 
to his passions, and, in order to gratify them, he boldly plunged 
mto the greatest excess of tyranny He never pardoned even the 
appearance of a crime so that mvoluntary faults were punished 
no less than avowed transgressions 

Being one day at the chase, one of his officers inadvertently 
discharged &oin his bow an arrow which he was holding prepared 
It struck the ear of the King, and unfortunately earned it off 
Baharkan, m his fury, ordered the offender to be brought before 
him, and his head to be struck off As soon as the unhappy young 
man was in his presence, havmg heard the sentence of death pro- 
nounced by the monarch, he spoke to him thus . 

“ Sire, the fault I have committed was unpremeditated on my 
part , It was the effect of the fatality of the stars I throw myself 
on your clemency I implore your pardon It will be mentonous 
m the sight of God and approved of by men. In the name of the 
heavenly Power which hath put the sceptre into your hands, I 
entreat for pardon, and your Majesty will one day receive your 
reward ” 

This prayer softened the unrelentmg heart of the Kmg, and, 
contrary to the general expectation, the young officer obtamed his 
pardon 

His name was Tirkan He was a Pnnee who had fled from his 
father’s Court m order to escape the punishment of a fault which 
he had committed. After havmg wandered unknown from king- 
dom to kmgdom, he at length settled at the Court of Baharkan, 
where he obtained employment. He remamed there for some time 
after the accident which had befallen him , but his father, having 
discovered the place of lus retreat, sent him his pardon, and ad 
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rifcd to retnm to him. Ho did thn in mch affccdonate and 
pctttmal terms that Udan, trusting in his fethcr’s goodness, nn 
mediately depaited- Hii hopes were not decetred, and he was 
re-established m all his ngfati. 

King "RithflAan, dcshing one d^ to amuse himsdf with pearV 
dthmg, emberked m a vessel with a design to coast along the 
shores of his kingdom in search of pearls. An unexpected stonn 
drove the ^hip mto the open soil It became the sport of the wmds 
and the wavea, and, stopped of all its nggmg, ran agrotmd on on 
unknown shore, and was dashed to pieces against the rocks which 
furrounded it The whole crew penahed. Bahaitan alone was 
saved from shipwreck by a plank which he had had the good 
fortune to aeise. Fortunately he landed on the dominions oi 
the monarch whose son had shot away his ear, and whom he hod 
pardoned. 

Night began to descend when Baharksn landed He wanted 
neither courage nor vigour, and therefore took the fim road that 
presented itself^ which led to a large fortified otj But, u the 
gates had Just been shut, he was forc^ to wait without till next 
day and to pass the night m a neighbouring chorchyard 

Day began to appear and the gates were opened. The first 
persons who came from the aty found, at the gate of the church- 
yard, a man who had been murdered Behaikan was coming out 
of It at the same tune. TTie efforts he had made m the erening to 
reach the coast with his plank had given him some slight wounds, 
from which the blood was still tnekhng This proof appeared suffi- 
aent m the eyes of the bystanders he was taken for the murderer 
and earned to prison. 

There this unfortunate Prince, left to hia own reflections, dni 
communed with himself “ Heaven chastises thee, ’RaharVan Thou 
wait cruel, vmdictive, and mexorahle. With thee humanity had 
no value. Thou sacnficedst thy brethren on the slightest sujpiaon. 
Behold thyself now on a level with the vilest of mortals. Thoo 
bast met with no more than thy desert ** 

Afl he rendered tha terrible Jtubce to himself^ he perceiTed m 
the ou a vnlture, which hovered above the pmon in the coun gi 
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which he was walking. He instinctively took a flint, and threw it 
with great force at the bird, which avoided the stroke , but, in 
falling, the stone acadentally struck the same Pnnce Tirkan who 
formerly had earned off his ear by the stroke of an arrow It 
wounded him exactly on the ear, but not so severely as Baharkan 
had been Pam forced a cry from the young Pnnce, which brought 
all his courtiers around him. Surgeons were sent for, who soon 
cured this slight wound. 

The King ordered a search to be made, m order to discover the 
person who had thrown the stone Baharkan was accused by his 
fellow-pnsoners of pickmg up and throwing it He was brought 
before the monarch, who condemned him to lose his head, smee, 
besides this, he beheved him to be the murderer of the man who 
had been assassmated near the churchyard The executioner of 
justice had already taken off the turban which covered him, and 
was drawmg the sword from its scabbard, when the King, examin* 
ing attentively the head which had just been uncovered, perceived 
that It wanted an ear 

“ It appears,'’ said he to the criminal, “ that this is not your first 
offence For what crime have you been already condemned to lose 
an ear?” 

Baharkan, having assumed a manly spint smee his misfortunes, 
replied, with boldness, “ Sire, if I have committed enmes, I owe 
no account of them but to Heaven , and till it should have deter- 
mined to punish me, human justice had no nght to mflict it I 
have been, m one word, your equal — I was a Kmg The ear 
which I want was unfortunately earned off by an arrow, which 
escaped from the bow of one of my officers, whose name was 
Tirkan Impelled by the first emotion of anger, I condemned him 
to death. He besought my pardon, and obtained it My name 
IS Baharkan ” 

Tukan, without giving him time to finish, had already thrown 
himself mto his arms He recognized at once his ancient mastei 
and his dehverer Baharkan, far from bemg punished, was treated 
as a King, and an unfortunate one He related the adventure 
which had landed him in the dommions of Tirkan’s father 'ihe 
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bttcr communicated to him hU omi and cspcculljr the unfortu 
oate accident which had wounded Boharkan. 

* RccoDect, tire** added h^ "that In loliating a pardon I 
ventured to promue you, from Heaven, the »ame favour whkh I 
expected from you. Here you have recored It, under the rciy 
same orcmnatancci, through the InilruincnlaJrty of my father" 

After these ducovenei, the two Sovtrtigni embraced each other, 
with marks of esteem and kindness. A short lime afrer Baharkan 
returned to hit kingdom m a fleet vrcJl equipped, and at the head 
of an army of frfty thousand fightmg men, commanded by Pruce 
Tirkan. 

"In this manner" added Abdtn, "Daharkan was rewarded for 
suffering himself to be softened when he was personally olTendcd. 
Heaven did not condne Its blessings to his receiving the urac 
treatment m a similar situauon and restoring him to hli subjects, 
it mOTeo^xr granted to him every virtue requisite m a good king 
and in gorenung his subjects, It enabled hnn always to govern 
himielC'’ 

Bohetzad shaken in his resolution by thu discourse ordered 
the instruments of death to be again removed and the minister 
to be conducted back to prison, lie even pronounced these 
last words so besitalingly, tlut the Vmers, who observed it, wac 
alarmed. 

The whole conspiracy formed against Aladm awoke with ilDl 
greater force, and it was dclerrmned that the ten Vlriers should go 
in a body to the Kmg Their danger would become so great, if 
Aladin should succeed b justifying himsel4 that every step should 
be taken to destroy him. 

The next day they aft repaired to the palace, and he who was 
possessed of the warmest cl^uencc spoke. If the monarch would 
beheve It, the wicked story tdler whose talents were so ipcdous, 
was indebted for his success to the art of magic, in which He was 
well skilled But he ought to distrust an Olusion which exposes 
at once the laws, religion morals, the honour of the throne and 
the public welJare, and unless he punuhed Uus crime, it would be 
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impossible to check disorder All the other Viziers supported this 
msidious harangue Each of them alleged his own disinterested- 
ness, his zeal, and his fidelity 

“ Unbndled audacity is m him united with matchless cunning," 
they said “ Every thmg is m danger if this offence remains un- 
punished ” 

Bohetzad could not resist the unanimous voice of so many 
counsellors His anger re-awoke, and he ordered the cnminal to 
be brought forth 

Aladm appeared in chains, and the King, perceiving him, ex- 
claimed, 

“ Let the head of this unhappy man be struck off” 

The ten Viziers hastened to seize the sword of the executioner, 
m order to dispute with him the execution of his office. This 
motion gave Aladm tune to speak. 

“ Behold, sire, the eagerness of your Viziers to bathe themselves 
in the blood of innocence Justice pursues the cnme, but does 
not rush upon the cnminal Zeal, like every other virtue, should 
be moderated Stop, eager and wicked men ! I am here under 
the justice of the King, not under yours You have no power over 
my life. It is sacred with respect to you, who are neither judges 
nor executioners Speak 1 Show yourselves openly as you really 
are I have offended you by checkmg your rapme You are my 
enemies and base slanderers ” 

“You recriminate upon my Viziers,” interrupted the Kmg, “truth 
which flows from their mouths confounds you ” 

“ Nothmg from them can confound me,” replied Aladm , “ not 
even the blackness of their calumny It is coeval with then ex- 
istence But for these, who have reduced me to the necessity of 
this defence, I must question them in my turn They are all here, 
and let them answer Does not the law require that every accuser 
or deponent should have been a witness of the crime? Their 
evidence is therefore objectionable in this case, the law rejects it 
It IS only the effect of envy and jealous rage by which they are 
devoured. Ijook at them, sire, and at me The sword is above my 
head, yet I dare raise it up, while their eyes shun both yours and 
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mme. Hearcn tupporta roc and condemns Ibcm , oar sentence u 
written on onr coantencnce. O great Kbg I desemng of better 
rolnistcn, beware of berag drawn into the gnllly pk>t they ha>c 
contnved for yon. One may bnt mihoat paision, bear testimony 
igainst the accused. If he ft contneted Juilfce condemns hun. 
But the judge, in desciibmg the enme and pronouncing sentence 
never forgets the duty due to the era tore of God on whom the 
pumshment b abonl to blL Here 1 ice nothing but firry and 
jealous rage. They ore dcronred by their thirst for blood, and 
equity ts not the bads of their judgroenls. All the mjunous Im 
putaUons which hate been Ictelled agaron me ranUh. An In 
visible band fanpnnls on my forehead the serenity of Innocence 
An inward sentiment tcDs roc that, banng lived fiw from aimes, 
I shall not be confounded with the guilty Unhappy b the roan 
whose consacnce gnres a contrary testimony He emdeatoun in 
Tam to ihtca the stroke that threatens him. The hutory of the 
Sultan Hebraim and of hb son b a proof of this.* 

Boheuad, struck with astotsbhment at the intrepid finaness of 
AUdm and the unhed rage of hb numsten, wbh^ to hear the 
adven tu res of Hebraim, and the SopcrinlendM^r Voting obuint^l 
permi non to rebte them, ihtu b^as s 
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OR THE PREDESTINATED 

The Sultan Hebraim, called by his birth to the government of 
extensive dominions had enlarged them considerabl}' bj the suc- 
cess of his arms But the want of an heir disturbed the enjo}ment 
of his glory At length, however, a son was born, vhosc birth vas 
celebrated by public rejoicings and feasts, which, dunng fort) days, 
announced to the people the happiness of the Sovereign 
This time was employed in a veiy' different manner by the astro- 
logers who were employed to cast the infant’s nativity They 
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ccrald not conceal from the Saltan fliat an evil itar bad presided at 
the bmh of hi* son The orbit of his planet, black and stained with 
blood, announced nuafortnnes, which it wocld be difficult to resist 
They unanimously declared that before he was seven years old, the 
miant would be exposed to the devouring jaws of a tiger and that 
if he could escape the firry of that animal duimg this detcnninate 
space of time, his hand would become fatal to the author of his 
existence and that there was no other way by which he could 
escape the evils that threatened him but by becoming from the 
effects of education, an enlightened, wise, and virluou* Pnnee. 

The annunciation of so moumful a prediction dissipated the 
joy of Hcbraim and the days of pubbe happiness were spent by 
bun in tears and m gnef. Nevertheless, as hope never forsakes 
the unfortunate, he flattered bmuiclf and was happy to thmk that 
It was possible to screen the heir of his power from the decrees of 
fate. It did not appear to him impossible to protect bis son from 
the attacks of the tiger during the appomted term of seven yean 
and after having snatched him from the first decree of destiny he 
might, by osrcfully watduog over hia edocation beget m him sen 
timents of wisdom and the love of tirtue, and thus disprove the 
prediction of the aitrologos. 

After these reflections, the Sultan prepared s retreat on the sum 
mit of a motmtain, m which he hoped that his son would be safe 
from the attacks of the tiger for the seven year* detemnned by fate. 
A number of workmen were employed m forming in the rock a 
cavity of a hundred feet m depth, about a hundred and fifty m 
length, and thirty m breadth- They let down mto this every 
material necessary to make a commodious lodging , a spring of 
water was found there, and they contnved a passage for it, as well 
as for the ram-water which might be aillected m this cavity They 
earned earth to it, and put plant* there, which were soon m a thnv 
Ing condition- 

After havmg furnished this bttle palace In a proper manner they 
let down into it the Pnnee and hii nurse by the help of a pulley 
together with ever y necessary arbde for a month. At the end of 
every moon Hcbraim came regulaify to visit his son. The nurse 
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laid the child m a basket made of bulrushes, which was lifted up 
to the very bnm of the entrance , and while the father yielded to 
the sweetest emotions of nature in caressing his son, a numerous 
guard, by the thundenng sound of their mstruments, kept the wild 
beasts at a distance When the visit was over the provisions were 
renewed, and the cord, rolling upon the pulley, gently returned to 
the bottom of the cave the basket and the infant 

The young Pnnce grew and prospered m this sohtary habitation, 
which a very strong vegetation had adorned vnth trees and shrubs 
of every kind The fatal tenn marked out by the astrologers had 
almost elapsed. Only twenty days were wanting to fiilfil the seven 
years, when a troop of unknown hunters, m vigorous pursuit of an 
enormous tiger which they had already wounded, came to the sum- 
mit of the mountain m full view of their prey The furious animal, 
terrified by their shouts, and struck by arrows which were shot at 
It firom every quarter, found this cavity in its course, and either 
blmded by terror or bemg now m despair, immediately sprang 
down it It fell upon a tree, which, bendmg under its weight, 
considerably broke the force of a fall which would have dashed it 
to pieces on the bottom of this pit 

The terrified nurse endeavoured to conceal herself, and the 
monster found the child, which it gnevously wounded on tlie 
shoulder On heanng the cnes of the infant, however, the nurse, 
forgetting her own danger, flew to his assistance. The tiger darted 
at her, and havmg tom her m pieces, was about to devour her, when 
the huntsmen, coming suddenly up to the bnnk of the precipice, 
discharged at once a shower of arrows upon the voracious animal 
His body was full of them, the blood gushed from every part of it, 
and an enormous stone thrown at his head killed him on the 
spot 

After this exploit the huntsmen, anxious to discover the child 
whose cnes resounded m this fnghtfiil habitation, eagerly descended 
mto it But what was their astonishment when they found there 
at the side of a dead woman a beautiful infant, nchly dressed, and 
swimming m the blood of the wounds it had received 1 Their first 
care was to assist the mnocent creature, which still breathed They 
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bathed its yc n mds, and wrapped them np with healing herbs. As 
soon as the infimt appeared more calm they btmed the nurse and 
examined this strange retreat. The furniture of this small habita 
tion appeared extremely neb, and a quantity of provisioiii was 
found there, which seemed to base come down from heayen. The 
huntsmen took possession of everything by the right of conquest, 
and sought how they might take out of this dungeon everything it 
concealed. 

The basket of balrushcs was first employed in drawing up the 
young chUd out of this hobitatioD, and next all the effects, the 
fiimiture, and the pTOvmoni, were raised by means of the pulley 
which was fixed at the top of the cave. When everything was 
out a dmxion was made. The chief of the troop took possession 
of the mfiuit, m whose preservation he felt himself strongly inte- 
rested, and earned it with bun to fais own house. 

The only son of the Saltan Hebnum had fidlen into good hands 
Hii benefactor was a man of distiocticmt wealthy, and without a 
fault but that of an tmhmited passion for the chase. Struck with 
the beanty and the sweetness of his young charge, be paid the 
greatest attention to him. And when he found him capable of 
answermg his quesUoni, he endeavoured to leam from Hun who 
he was, and for what reason be had been made to dwell in so 
extjuordinary a hsbitatioa. 

" I know not,” replied the child. " I lived with the woman 
whom you found dead , she gave me cveiythmg I wanted. From 
tune to time a man, much bigger than you, came and stood at the 
top of the dwdling where you found me. I was put into a bosket 
and drawn up to hun. He caressed me very much, and called mo 
his dear child. I called the woman Nurse, and she likewise said 
I was her dear child. I know notbmg more,” 

The benefactor could not conclude, from this simple declaration 
anyt hin g else than that this child owed its both to parents of an 
illustnous rank, but he could not discover the very extraordinary 
reason which had forced them to conceal its exiftence by a method 
still more extraordinsiy Expectmg that tone would unravel thu 
mystery, he pud every attention to the boy^ edncation had him 
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instructed in the sciences, and trained up m exercises suitable to 
the most illustnous descent 

The young disciple early answered the hopes of his friend He 
excelled particularly in the art of horsemanship, handled every sort 
of weapon with dexterity, and in general acquired all the knowledge 
necessary for the most resolute wamor or hunter 

One day, as they were both hotly engaged in the pursuit of 
some tigers, they were suddenly surrounded by a band of robbers 
Abaquu: (for that was the young man’s name) displayed, as well 
as his master, prodigious feats of valour But, overpowered by 
numbers, they were both plundered The protector of Abaquir 
lost his life, and he himself received some slight wounds, but the 
faintness which succeeded was more the effect of fatigue than of 
blows As soon as the robbers had disappeared he came to him- 
self, and being naturally courageous, he attempted, though depnved 
of every aid, to cross the desert, in order to reach some inhabited 
place, having nothing for his defence but a hunter’s javelin, which 
had been left on the field of battle. 

He had travelled but a few hours when he perceived in the 
plain a man m the habit of a dervish He made haste to join 
him, to address and salute him The dervish prevented him by 
beginning the conversation himself 

“Beautiful young man,” said he to him, “you are naked and 
wounded Who hath reduced you to the distressed situation m 
which I see you?” Abaquir did not hesitate to relate his adven- 
ture to this man, whom he took for some holy person, and con- 
fidently asked from him some food and clothing. 

“ One ought,” replied the dervish, “ to know what it is to stnp 
himself m order to clothe his brother, and to share with him his 
food in order to preserve him ” 

At the same time he covered the young man wuth his cloak, 
made him sit down, and drew from a sort of wallet some dates, 
bread baked with the milk of a camel, and a bottle of the skm of 
a goat, containing five or six pmts of water. 

“ Hold,” said he, “ you shall have the repast of a penitent I 
carry these with me to supply my own wants and those of others , 
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bnt we win go to my cave, and there you wiU find both repose 
and plenty 

Abaqrar before he began to eat, returned thanks to the holy 
Prophet for so seasonable a relict When the first caHa of hunger 
were latiafied, the demah prevailed upon him to go with hnn to 
his cell, which was at no great distance. 

Abaqoir was received therewith every mark of benevolent chanty 
His wonnds were washed and diessed, and the most ncsmshing 
food was set before him. In this wild habitation the tables and 
chain were nothing bat stones ruddy thrown together, and the beds 
were made of heaps of moss but it was very well for Abaqmr 
who had been redaced to the want of everything. Besides, the 
attention of his landlord supplied the want of conveniences In this 
retreat The young man ccmccived the highest idea of the pro- 
fetsiOD of a demah, fitrm its mspuing sentunenta so humane. 

“My dec child,* said the disgimed person to hnn, “I take 
pltesurem bestowing care on you, do not place aB to the account 
of religion. Ton inspire me with a strong mtemt, and if yon wish 
to go away from me, you must at least tarry till you ire perfectly 
recovered of your wounds, for the passage Bom this desert u ex 
tremely difBcnlt. 

Although the young man could not but show himself grateful for 
BO much attention, yet U did not appear ancommon to him. Ac 
customed to the tender caresses of nurse, to those of his father 
and of ha generous bene£u:tor who had smee directed his educa 
txm, the attentions of the pretended dervish teemed to h im affec 
bonate end natural. The Utter by degrees, came to know all the 
adventures of Abaqmr, and appeared to take in him an interest 
always more muked 

“Either I am much deceived, child," said the recluse, “or I 
perceive that you are reserved for very high fates, and I devote 
myself to become your conductor m tills fortunate career I wiB 
restore to you this father wbo took bo much pleasure m lavishiog 
his caresses upon you." 

Ah 1 if you can," replied Abaqmr " conduct me to han unino- 
duucly " 
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“ In your present condition ? No, iny child, you arc unacquainted 
with mankind Nature speaks not with the great in favour of a 
stranger covered with the old cloak of a dervish Before you could 
obtam a hearing, you would experience the treatment resen'ed for 
an impostor, and there would be a number of interested people 
ready to forbid you all access But at present you are with a man 
who loves you, and w’hose resources are inexhaustible A disgust 
at the riches and vanities of the world made me form the rcsolu 
tion of retinng from it But to-morrow, if I choose, I can ha\ e 
more of them in my possession than would satisfy the ambition of 
the most wealthy potentates on earth I can show you part of 
them The earth conceals treasures which I can force her to give 
up Not far fron this there is great abundance of them, and I 
will conduct you thither You shall take what may be necessary 
to carry you to your father’s Court, preceded by a hundred camels, 
loaded with the richest stuffs of the East, and each of them led by 
a slave. You shall be surrounded by a guard, which mil secure 
you respect wherever you pass ” 

Abaquir was lost m admiration He could not imagine that 
these magnificent promises were real when he looked upon the 
coarse cloak with which he was covered, the furniture, and tlie 
fantastic utensils of his landlord The latter, after having been 
some moments lost m reflection, thus resumed his speech 

“ O my child, never let appearances deceive you ' The more 
you advance m years, the more you will learn to distrust its illu- 
sions I am a dervish by inclination, but all the garments I wear 
are not mean Here is one which becomes none but brave and 
powerful men.” At the same time the pretended dervish opened 
his cassock, and discovered a girdle of red, yellow, and green silk 

“ Take courage, young man,” continued he “ to-morrow I will 
show you great things Our attention shall be engaged about 
your fortune I shall be able, mthout being obliged to go far, to 
find out this singular cave in which you were brought up I shall 
know the architect, and m a month, after having finished all our 
preparations, we will depart for your father’s Court, with a tram of 
attendants that will force everybody to welcome us.” 
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The dttc o vety of thu girdle tinder rag* bad itmck Abaqmr with 
tstonahmciiL He depended npon the promises of hu new pro- 
tector and accepted hu offen. 

“ But,* continued thu cjctraordmary mm, “ os soon as yon ihaH 
be at your father's honse, and,notmthstandiQg the pain which our 
separation will cost you, I ihoU require yonr permission to return 
to my solitary manner of Ufe," 

“ wniingly ® repbed Abaqmr , ** but yon will not prevent me from 
conductmg yoa thiiher " 

On the morning of the next day the demth made the young 
man take a boahet with provisions for breakfast, and a parcel of 
ropes, and they went together to the bottom of a steep mountain. 
When they had amved there, the compamon of Abaqmr encouraged 
hm to exert new strength. 

“You may" said he, “ suffer a little fatigue, but reflecting that 
you are to reap the fruit of it, yon must redouble your courage. 
Be not astomshed at what you ore about to see. Thu rooontii^ 
contains m its bosom a treasure which cannot be estimated. These 
ncbei ore abandoned to mogi, ULe me , but we despise using them 
for ourselvei. Do not spend your time m gathering gold, which 
you will find here in great quantity t take nothing but precious 
stone*. This is the best method of cnnching yourself ip^fly " 

After thu adnee, the dervish threw off his cloak, end tppttircd 
as a megioam He was covered only with hi* large paTti.coloaitd 
girdle which adorned hii breast He took from a purse which 
hung from hu gndle an instrument for striking fire, and, having 
lighted a toper he burnt perfrmies, and running over a book, he 
pronounced with a lond voice a magical diann. Scarcely had he 
fiiuabed when the earth ahook under bu feet, opened before 
and discovered a square stone of marble, upon the middle of which 
the magidan immed ia t el y scattered perfomes. When be thought 
the air suffiaenily purified and refreshed with them, he girded 
Abaqmr with a rope under his onns, put a taper in his hand, and 
let blip down into the opening. 

As soon as Abaqmr had got into it, bu eyes were daxsled by 
ihe splendour of the nche* with whidi he was surrounded. But, 
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faithful to the advice of the magician, he picked up only precious 
stones, with which he filled the basket which his guide had let 
down to him by a cord When it was full and lifted out of the pit, 
the magician took it , and at that moment a dreadful noise was 
heard, the fatal trap was shut, and the young Abaquir found him* 
self swallowed up m the bowels of the earth, without any hope of 
ever getting out 

He believed he was betrayed by the magician, and, without 
great vigour of mind, would have abandoned himself to despair 
But, after having shed some tears, he retraced m his memory the 
events of his former life Threatened in his early infancy with 
becoming the prey of a tiger, Providence had protected him from 
danger Attacked afterwards by robbers, the same protection had 
saved him “The arm which hath defended me,” said he, “will 
not cease to do so still. I am mnocent and betrayed.” In this 
confidence he prostrated himself before Him who has the keys of 
the deep, and rested wth confidence in His assistance 

By the light of the candle, which \/as still burning, he examined 
ttie immense cave which served him as a pnson. He thought he 
perceived at the bottom a passage, the path of which could not be 
followed without stooping He approached it with his light, but 
there came from it so strong a wind that it was instantly extin- 
guished, Far from lessening his hopes, tins accident increased 
them So violent a ivind announced to him a passage outward 
He entered it with great difficulty, and almost creeping m the 
darkness As he advanced he heard a hollow noise, the murmur 
of which presaged to him some smgular event He soon perceived 
that he dipped his hands and his knees in a spnng of running 
water. He raised his head, and finding that he could take some 
rest, he sat doivn upon a stone which he had met with, amid the 
murmurs of many other streams which flowed from these deep 
caves He filled the hollow of his hand with the water, which 
was firesh and dehcious He drank of it, and after havmg re- 
cruited his strength, he continued this fatiguing journey But 
these httle streams, which thus far had only run upon the ground, 
had here hollowed out a bed for themselves. He was obliged to 
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enter it, and the hither be advanced the more the danger increased, 
tin at he began to swim. The darkness aremnd him at length 
b^an to be dissipated. The cavern grew wider and higher, and 
admitted a fed)le raj of hght, whida teemed to announce that the 
outlet was near T^ strer^th of the swimmer increased with hu 
hope! , and he soon found himself under the vault of heaven, at 
the moment when the sun was ceasing to adorn it, and the goddess 
of the night was sacceedmg to her task. 

Abaqmr might now repose without fear, and hu strength was 
exhansted. He laid himself upon the ground, and, overcome with 
fatigue, soon fell asleep. He had but few of the wet dothes which 
he had rec eiv ed from the magkian to put off, for the rubbing of 
the flints had earned away part of them, and the remainder were 
but shreds. 

The singmg of buds announced the rttnm of morning, and the 
first layi of the sun awakened Abaqun. The young Pnnee, on 
openmg his eyes, recollected the dangers from which he had just 
escaped. He retraced the most trifling axcomstances of them m 
his memory He thought he remembered to have seen in the 
frightful cavern he had traversed, the carcasses of many who had 
faflen victims to the avance of the wicked magioan. This remem- 
brance filled his soul with terror and dismay , but, at the tame 
time, he felt the value of the Uessmgs of the Almghty hand which 
had miracnlously rescued him from this tomb. HU eyes, raised to 
heaven and swimm ing m tears, expressed his gratitude, while bis 
bps celebrated the pnnscs of the Almiidity and of Hii Prophet 

These first duties bemg fiilfiUed, it became neccasary to ap- 
pease the hunger which pre y ed upon hun. In running round the 
borders of a small lake where he wai, he per ce i v ed some reeds, of 
which he sacked the stalks, and chewed the roots with his te^ 
He dug up the earth sU around, which fiunuhed him such soppUcs 
as ha urgent need required. By tiie hdp of care and patience he 
at last regained strength and with it, courage. He then took op 
tome shreds of his dothes, already dried by the sun, and fixed 
diem to a girdle made of the leaves of reeds , and by searchmg 
taicfuDy he found a sdet, which served him at once for support 

to 
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and defence. He amved, after much fatigue, upon a little plain, 
from whence he discovered a neighbouring city, to which he duected 
his steps by the first road that presented itself. 

As soon as he was perceived by the inhabitants, one of them 
ran to meet him, and appeared eager to lav ish upon him the assist- 
ance of which his external appearance show ed he had need. He 
obliged him to take an asylum in his house, where he was received 
with kindness , the recital of his adventures was listened to with 
feeling, and he found friends in his misfortunes 

And now, without feeling a moment’s uneasiness concerning the 
fate of this young Pnnee, let us return to the Sultan Hebmim, his 
father, much more afflicted than he by the accomphshment of the 
mournful prediction 

The second day after the defeat of the tiger was the term assigned 
by the astrologers The Sultan, thinking to reap at length the fruit 
of his cares and prudence, appeared at the top of the opening, and 
announced his amval as usual by the sound of a horn But no- 
body having answered his first signal, Hebraim, uneasy at this 
silence, made some of his officers go dow n into the pit, w’ho, after 
much dihgent but fruitless search, found nothing in it but the dead 
body of a tiger The unhappy father doubted no longer the death 
of his son he returned m haste to his palace, and sent for the 
same astrologers whom he had formerly consulted respecting the 
fate of his heir 

“ Unhappy that I am ! ” said he to them, “your fatal prediction 
IS verified • my son has been devoured by a tiger before the expi- 
ration of the seven years , for in the retreat which I prepared for 
him I have found nothing but the body of an enormous tiger ” 

“ Invincible Sultan ! " replied the astrologers, “ since the event 
forces from you an acknowledgment of the truth of our presage, 
we must congratulate you now on being beyond the readi of an 
inevitable death, w'hich he whose loss you deplore would have 
brought upon you. Your son, falling under his destiny, has died 
m mnocence and you are preserved ” 

This reflection brought some relief to the natural sorrow of the 
Sultan, and time completely effaced the remembrance of it 
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In the meantime, Abaquir, of whom we mnit not lose right, 
grew weaiy of hi* idleness in thi* btllc v31*ge where he had been 
10 well tecciTed. His landlord huA a nnmcrona family, and bat 
Ycry small r e aooi ce s for thar maintenance. The yoong Pnnce 
bong tmwilling to be a burden on him, went frcqacntly to hunt in 
the coontiy One day as he had killed a deer arid wai preparing 
to lay it on his ihouldert, he was tuddenly sturounded by a troop 
of horsemen, and doubted not that he was in the middle of a band 
of robbers. 

“Companion I" said the chief to hhn, “you hunt on foot, and 
cany nothing but a bow There are, hower er , in these de*ert» 
many lion* and tige r *, and you may some diy be worsted. Come 
and hunt along with us, and we will give yoa an ercrilent horse." 

Abaquir already eager for the c^e, thought he bad found 
an excellent opportunity of following his Inclination, and of re- 
lieving his landlord of the burden of hi* entertainment He briskly 
replied to ihu offer by saying that he accepted the Ctrour they 
mtended him of admitung him into their number The chief ^ 
the band p erce iv e d by this reply that the young man, who was as 
yet a nonce, hod not undertto^ bis proposal m Hs true sense, 
and thus resumed his speech 

“ Smee you are willing to join us, we will breakfist together to 
conffnn our acquamtance.” 

Upon this the rest of the band dismounted, opened their knap- 
sacks, and began each to satisfy his appetite. 

“ Since you are one of us," said the chief, “ I most inform you 
of the law* by which we are governed. We love and assist one 
another as brethren, we make an equal division of our booty and 
we swear to be faithful in life or in death.*' 

« I have already lived among hunters," rephed Ahaquir , “ I love 
that way of life, and you must know that if I do not owe my birth 
to them, I am at least indebted to them for my Ufe. Your law* 
appear to me extremely equitable." 

“Snee It is so," said the chief, "I hare nothing more to do but 
Instruct you in our rule*. Although I am only your equal, every 
one here submits to me as then chief And as it is necessary that 
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I should be feared and respected, I treat with extreme ngour all 
those who disobey my orders ” 

“ The moment you associate m a band," said Abaqun, “ subor- 
dmabon is essentially necessary ” 

“ Swear, then, upon the Koran, and by the name of the holy 
Prophet," replied the chief, “to submit to all our laws without 
limitation ” 

As soon as Abaquir heard the divine book mentioned, he be- 
lieved he had got among saints, and ivithout hesitating took the 
Koran, put it thnce upon his heart, his head, and his lips, and 
promised more than was required of him Thus was he enrolled 
without knowing it m the number of the greatest miscreants of 
the desert All his new companions embraced him with joy He 
mounted a fine horse, was covered ivith a cloak, and armed uuth a 
bow, a sabre, and a spear Abaquir was delighted, and perceived 
not till next day the rashness of the engagements he had made 
In a short time these vagabonds spread themselves over the 
desert, and robbed and plundered travellers and caravans Their 
number was every day mcreased by the success of their fatal ex- 
peditions At length their ravages became so considerable that 
the Sovereign of these countries put himself at the head of some 
troops to pursue them This was the Sultan Hebraim The robbers 
were surrounded on every side , and Abaquir, being at the head of 
the band, was particularly aimed at by the Sultan But the young 
man, warding oflF the danger which threatened him, wounded his 
adversary ivith an arrow , while, m another quarter, the subjects of 
the Pnnee had made themselves masters of the robbers Every 
one that did not fall by the sword was taken prisoner, and the 
deserts were at last cleared of this wandering and destructive band 
The Sultan, however, was very grievously wounded On his 
return to the capital, and after having received sonSe medicmes for 
his hurt, he sent for the astrologers 
“ Impostors ' *’ said he to them “ Did you foretell that I was 
to die by the hand of a robber ? — ^you who threatened me only ivith 
dying by that of my son?” 

“ Sultan,” rephed they, “ everything which we have foretold u 
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xmhappily btrt too tme. Rrrt let yoor Highnets examine the 
cnnmil, infonn youraelf from what hand the fetal arrow came, 
and then fonn yocr opinion of us." 

Hehrann ordered all the pnionerB to be brought mto his pre- 
tence, and promised them their hvea and their liberty if they woold 
discover the person that wounded him. 

‘ It was I," taid Abaqmr, with fimmesi , “ I have been so un- 
fortunate as to attack the life of my Sovereign, whom I did not 
know and I deserve death-" 

“ Take courage, young man " taid the astonished Sultan. “TeD 
me only who you are and who is your father “ 

Upon this demand, Abaqutr gave a full detail of his history, to 
fex as was consistent with his knowledge, up to that pert of it where 
the bger wounded hun and devoured hia nurse. The relation wai 
interrupted by the visible change wbicdi was observed on the coun- 
tenance of the Saltan- But somewhat recovered from this first 
emotiou, Hebnum warmly solKated the account of his adventure*. 
The young Prmce contmued his history and ended by desciibmg 
the dread be had felt when frghtmg a^mst the Sultan. 

Stop I” said Hebrairo with tears in his eye*. ' Approach, and 
show me the bite of the tiger." 

Abaqmr obeyed. 

** I have found the troth," exd aimed the Saltan, as he examined 
the scar. “ Hesitate no more, my dear son , come into my arms I 
Let me have at least the consolation, before going down to the 
grave of having found my only son. — Astrologers 1 said he, turn- 
mg towards them, “ you have told me truth as as it was possible 
for you, but I was m the wrong to consult you about my destiny 
we ought to submit m silence to the decree pronounced upon ns , 
in seeking to shun It, we only mcrease its weight" 

Then addressing the whole Court i 

“Viiiert, and grandees of the realm!" said he to them, “ac 
knowledge as your rightful Sovereign Ben-Hebnim, my only son 
and assist him in fnlfiUmg with digmty the difficult duties of the 
throne." 

Ahaquir having been immediately crowned, under the name of 
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Abaquir-Ben-Hebraim, his father died , for he caused the arrow 
which had entered his body to be pulled out, and his life escaped 
with the blood which issued from the large wound, while he reve- 
renced the decree whose execution he had drawn upon himself, 
and blessed God for grantmg him an heir worthy of his crown 
Ben-Hebraim, early called to the government of a kmgdom, but 
instructed by adversity, brought up amid labour, and virtuous from 
pnnciple, showed hunself worthy of the public confidence The 
adventure of the magician and the robbers put him on his guard 
against appearances He pardoned the latter, but ardently wished 
that Heaven would bnng the former under his power, that he might 
make him an example of justice. 

One day, as the young Sultan was passmg through the market- 
places of the aty in disguise, he perceived a stranger surrounded 
by a crowd, whom cunosity had attracted They were adminng 
some diamonds and jewels of the most exquisite beauty, 

Ben-Hebraim observed this stranger attentively, and, under the 
nch dress of an Armenian, he recollected his wicked dervish. The 
tone of his voice and his striking air marked him so strongly, that 
It was impossible to mistake him 

The Sultan speedily returned to his palace, and sent secretly for 
the youngest of the robbers, whom he had kept on account of the 
happy dispositions he had discovered in him, and of the aversion 
he had shown for a manner of life which he had formerly been 
compelled to embrace 

“ Margam,” said he to him, “ I have need of your assistance in 
delivering the world from a most dangerous man ” 

And at the same time he pointed out to him the part he was to 
act in the plan which they concerted together 

Two days after, Ben-Hebraim sent his chief eunuch, attended 
by four officers of the palace and a train of slaves, to invite the 
Amencan jeweller Daboul to come to the palace And for this 
purpose one of the finest horses in the stables was led to him 
The pretended Armenian was astonished at so much honour , 
and not supposmg that this mvitation had any other motive than 
curiosity, he collected his most precious effects, and mtended to 
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dazzle every eye l^y the magnificence of the present he was to cany 
to the Sultaru He entrusted two of his own slaves with it, and 
tflowed himself to be conducted by the eunuch. 

Ai soon as be anhrtd at the gates of the pal ac e, a deputation 
from the Sultan, with an officer at their head, came to present him 
with a nchly-omamented box filled with betcl-nuta. All the halls 
of the palace which he crossed were perfiuned with aloes and 
landahwood , he passed thns even to Ac most retired closet of 
Ae Sultan b iqiaitments. 

Maigam, m Ae robes of a Saltan, seated upon an elevated sofa, 
well mstmeted fn what he was to do and say, was waiting for Ac 
stranger Ben-Hebrann had acqmrcd some knowledge m Ac 
magical art, Ac effect of whuA will soon be percared. 

At Ac sight of Daboul, Margam descend^ from Ac sofa, and 
came to meet Ac pretended Aimcnun, without allowing him time 
to kneel, as was nroal, and made him sit down on Ae sofi^ gmng 
him Ae nght-hand place. 

“ Permit this homage,” added he " it is that of a yomg magv 
cun towards bis maater* The astonished Daboul was dent 
“Here are my proofs," pursued Margam, and, nneovenng his 
deliman, he Aow^ him the red, ydlcrw and green-coloured girdle 
•which adorned bu breast earnestly wished ” continued Ae 
false Sultan, "again A bring near me Ae man for whom wondcifhl 
arcamstances have inspired me wiA as much respect os curiosity 
The moment o now come, and I congratulate myself upon it* 

‘ Sultan * rephed Daboul, when sacnce is muted wiA power 
cveiyAing must bend before Acm. And you sec me m odmira 
tion at being within Ae reach of kusmg Ae feet of onoAcr 
Solomon.” 

‘ laet ua leave A ordinary meo,* «aid Margjun, “ the. desze oC 
external respect I seek not for empty homage, but am desirous 
to obtam new knowledge. Besides, what is an earthly soveragnty, 
subjected A so much labour and exposed to so many dangen, 
compared to that which you enjoy? What a happiness to be able 
to acquire immense nAes, and to difiuie the blessingi Aereo^ 
without bemg burdensome to any I** 
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“ I cannot, 0 wise Sultan,” replied Daboul, “ but approve of this 
noble ambition and these virtuous sentiments We can make our- 
selves masters of many things with great facility, and without 
dehvenng a whole people to misery and the horrors of war ; we 
sacrifice but one man ” 

“That is precisely,” interrupted Margam, “what I wanted to 
avoid I would -wish to be able to save a man, and it is on this 
very subject I was desirous to consult you ” 

“ To save him ? ” said Daboul “ "W^en he is predestinated to 
it, one could not preserve him even by putting oneself m his 
place ” 

“ In this case, he must be abandoned ; but I would wish, at 
least, that he might only be a slave.” 

“ Sultan, you would obtain nothing. He must be a victim of 
consequence, and of a distinguished rank.” 

“ But It appears to me,” said Margam, “ that m a choice like 
this one is exposed to dangerous resentments ” 

“ There is a method of consulting beforehand,” replied the ma- 
gician, “ such as I made use of in my last search, and I received 
for answer, ‘ In order that you may run some danger, it would bt 
nccessaiy that you should meet with your victim on earth ’ Now, 
havmg put him two hundred feet below ground, I could not fear 
the danger of his return ” 

After appearing to muse, Margam added, “ It will be necessary, 
then, that I overcome my scruples I have only one thing to desire 
of you We can work together dunng your residence here. I am 
going to show you the book winch I have upon my breast, and 
wish you to give me yours ” 

Daboul could not refuse , he was m a place where eveiything 
was subject to the power of the Sultan Margam took the book, 
carelessly approached a bummg pan, and threw it in The magician 
wished to pull it out , but at that instant the real Sultan, coming 
fi:om behmd a curtain, stopped him 

“ Wretch,” said he, “ thy hour is come ! Thou art in presence 
of Abaqutr, thy victim, and at the same time of Ben-Hebraim, 
Sovereign of these domimonn-” 
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Then, addressing hu page, “Majgam" wud he to him, “lay 
tilde yonr royal dresi, and make my conucha approach- Iniamoai 
magician I" continued he, ipeakmg to Dtlxnil, “see bow the 
deceitful illniionj of thy art have homed thee under the sword 
which must strike thee. ‘Whither shall guilt flee when Heaven 
pursues it? — when the Dime vengeance anses from the earth to 
strike?" 

At these word* the magidan remained horronstneken. But m 
a short time the terrible remorse which gnawed hU consaence 
appeared to have the stme effect upon him that the hot fire bad 
upon hi8 detestable book. 

1 bum 1" exdauned he at short intervals, and setting up dismal 
shneks. 

‘ Let him be conducted from the p a lace," said the Sultan, ‘ and 
let hu bead be cut off m presence of his alavea and of the people 
who axe there anembled." 

Alfldin thus finished the history of the Sultan Hebraim and of 
his son , and, after a moment's silence, he a^in addressed himself 
to Bohetxad. 

“Sire, I might here apply to my own adventures the reflections 
which naturally anse fiwn the history you hare Just heard. But 
if the decree of Heaven hath not determined my dehverance, there 
is no means whatever which could save me from the danger m 
which I am mvolved. The chaticteis impnnted upon my fore- 
head decide concemiDg my safety and the success or tiie shame 
of my enemies. But at aH eventa I shall remain nch m my inno- 
cence, and sooner or later it will triumph.* 

Bohetxad, more irresolute than ever gave notice by a signal 
that the minuter was to be conducted back to pnson. 

The seventh day had Just appeared since the condemnation of 
tiie young Aladm had been so often deferred. It was the time of 
a festival. The grandees, the courtiers, and the nobihty of the 
kingdom were assembled around the throne, a du^ Ihey wae 
obliged to fulfil. The ten "Viiien had all their creatures there. 
Some of these, authorised by the duties of their station, 
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took to speak to the King against the Supenntendent, by repeating 
all the strongest and most deceitful things that had been said, in 
order to bring the Sovereign to the resolution of exercising against 
this convicted criminal all the severity of justice They finished 
by insinuating that, being descended from robbers, nothing vas to 
be expected from him but enmes Every one appeared to support 
these assertions by looks and gestures 

The unanimity of these advices, in appearance so disinterested, 
shook the monarch once more He thought himself obliged to 
acknowledge these marls of zeal by thanks, and to justify the 
irresolution of his conduct “I do not mean," he said, “that 
the ivicked should remain unpunished, but I would wish that the 
cnminal himself, convinced that he has merited death, unould be 
forced to acknowledge the equity of tlie judgment by which he is 
condemned ’’ 

After this observation he ordered the cnminal, who was still 
loaded with irons, to be brought before him 

“Audacious young man!” said he to him, “you see around me 
the representatives of my nation, to whom the continuance of your 
life is a gnevance It is only by your death that the murmunngs 
of my people can be appeased " 

“Sire,” replied Aladin, wnth respect and dignity, “as to the 
enme "mth which so many voices seem to accuse me, and w .ili 
whose vengeance I am pursued, I throw it alw’ays far from me, 
even to the shadow of suspicion If the nation w-ere here w ortliily 
represented, its voice would be the voice of God, and w ould be 
lifted up in favour of my innocence This voice, to whose sound 
every one is deaf at this moment, yet resounds at the bottom of 
your Majesty’s heart The fowler has less poiver to smother with 
his hands the bird which he holds in them, than you have to take 
away my life Your clemency alone w'ould not have led you to 
have deliberated so long, if the finger of Allah did not weigh in 
your heart the atrocity of the imputations wuth which I am charged, 
and if the power of the star which rules my fortune were not 
opposed to my fall I find, among the adventures of the family 
of Selunansha, mnumerablc circumstances that have a resemblance 
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to mine. Balavan, hu »on, found, m attcnipung the death of one 
of hu nephews, that no human power can hasten the moment of 
death marked out by Providence." 

“ I should wuh to know " said Bohetxad, " if you can show ut 
in the history of this family an example of Ingratitadc like yours.'* 

mSTORT or SKLIUAKBTtA AWO IriS fAlllLY 

Sire (replied the young Supenntendent Irnmcdiately) history has 
preserved to tu the memory of a king of Persia, named Scllmansha, 
who possessed all the virtues of a great Sowdgn His family 
consisted of two son% but was increased by an only daughter of 
kalula, hii brother whom the latter, when dying, had entrusted 
to hu care. Sensible of hu preference, Scllmansha forgot nothing 
m order to return his confidence. HU love for his brother, joined 
to the purest virtues, engaged bun to bestow the greatest care on 
the education of this Pnneess, whom be looked upon as hU own 
daughter Favoon so delicate met b thU young ditaplc the 
happiest dispofflUons, and soon brought her to a great degree of 
perfection. 

From the age of twelve the channi of her person and the graces 
of her mmd caused her to be remarked by persons of her own bcx 
as the star of morning m the bosom of the firmament. Her well 
stored memory always enabled her to duplay tho soundness of her 
judgment She was so well acquamted with the Koran os to repeat 
chapters of it at pleasure, and she cxplamcd its meaning with a 
precision that delighted every hearer 

Selimaniha, seeing hu amiable niece fit for mamage thought 
he could not dispose of her hand better than by bestowing it on 
one of hu sons. He proposed thu to the Princess, leaving her, 
however absolute mistress of her choice. 

«It H only your happiness that I seek, danghterj pronounce, 
and my will shall follow your deasion,” 

“On whose judgment could I better rely Hum on yours?” re^ 
pbed Chamsada. “ I commit myself entirely to the tenderness of 
which I have every day the most affecting proofs, and I submit 
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with pleasure to everything which your wisdom shall determine 
concerning me ” 

“ Your confidence flatters me,” replied the good monarch, 
“ and would redouble my affection for you were it capable of 
being increased Since you leave to me the disposal of your lot, 
I will join It to that of my second son The happy similanty 
which I have observed in your dispositions seems to me to pro- 
mise the most agreeable union I discern m him virtues uhich, 
now unfolding themselves, wall soon become the nvals of your oun. 
You are bom to govern kingdoms, and I think he possesses virtues 
worthy of a throne In giving him your hand, and in allotting him 
my croivn, I promote your happiness, his, and that of my people ” 
The amiable Pnneess cast down her eyes, while she thanked her 
uncle for his goodness Sehmansha immediately ordered the pre- 
parations necessary for the celebration of the nuptials 

Public rejoicings followed it, and manifested the general satis- 
faction They lasted sixty days At the end of this term Scli- 
mansha, desirous of repose, abdicated the crown in favour of the 
son to whose fortunes he had just united the lovely Chamsada 
Balavan, the eldest of Sehmansha's sons, expected to ascend the 
throne at the death of his father Smitten with the charms of his 
beautiful relation, he was reckoning upon offenng her his hand, 
and associating her with his fortune Indignation and jealousy 
took possession of his heart when he saw' the rank and happiness 
to which he thought himself called by the nght of age pass into the 
hands of his brother Even if his ment had not been a reason for 
this preference, he knew that the Sovereigns of this part of the 
East have the power of choosing their successors in their family 
without regard to the prerogatives of age But the impetuoub 
Balavan thought they should have departed from this usage in his 
behalf, and followed that of other nations 

The birth of a son to his brother increased Ins rage, and w’as 
another obstacle to his pretensions He found means to introduce 
himself secretly into the apartment of the King liis brother, and 
with a funous hand plunged his poniard into his breast He entered 
with the same precautions and the same design into that where the 
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wti aileep , but lifhng the vdl which concealed thii young 
Pimce, more bcintifnl than the day, a mpematural feeling lecined 
to withhold hu hand. 

“ Thou ihouldft have been my son," said he, “ if injuitice had 
not tom from me the heart and the hand of Chitmando.** 

And recognufag at the aame time m thi* innocent victun the 
fcaturei of her ■whose diarmi he adored, an invohmtaiy emotion 
made Hm strike a feeble blow the poniard wavered m his tremb* 
ling hand, and the wound of the stroke waa not mortal, 

Balavun was only toduc e d to spare his sister m law from the 
hopes he entertained of one day obtaining her hand This hope, 
however, restramed Idi murdering arm. As for Sehmansha, he 
escaped this monster by the vigilance of hit guards. At the mo* 
ment when he approached the apartment of his frther, in the 
dreadful desiga. of completiug hit cnrocs by cmbmlng hla hands 
m his parent’s blood, he was pcrcavcd by a slave, who ossaJed 
by the eunuchs of the guard, depnved the murderer of every hope 
of success m the crime he was about to commit Convinced then 
that be could not escape su^aon, he fled and concealed himself 
on the fronben of the kingdom, m a castle fortifled both by nature 
and by art 

Day whldi b^pui to appear was soon to discover the hoirOTS 
of thu bloody night With the first rays of morning the nurse 
went to feed her tender care, whose blood deluged the cradle. 
Lost m astonishment, she ran to the apartment of the king and 
Queen to announce this fatal news. Her despair and shneks went 
before her and awakened Chamsada. The unhappy Queen o] < led 
her eyes, and found her husband breathing his last at her side, llie 
cries of the nurse made her dread mufortunei still more terrible. 
A widowed spouse and a w ee p in g mother she ran to the cradle of 
her son and took him m her arms. He ttill breathed, and she 
concaved the hope of saving hia We. The whole palace was m 
motion. Sehmansha arrived with his eunuchs, and surgeons were 
called, whose skill and attentiem restored the life of this innocent 
creature. But they were employed to no purpose on the body of 
tlie jouDg monarch, whose death the unfortunate Chamsada de- 
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plored. Aromatic and medicinal herbs and the balms of the East 
produced their effect on the wound of the child, and rekmdled 
the hopes of his mother He was again placed m the bosom of 
his nurse, and the presumptive heir of Selimansha was at length out 
Df danger 

In the meantime the aged monarch endeavoured to discover the 
murderer of his children The hasty flight of Balavan, his poniard 
stamed wth blood, which was found in the apartment, soon con- 
firmed the suspicions to which his vicious disposition had at first 
given nse. The unfortunate old man with difficulty restrained the 
excess of his gnef 

“ Heaven,” exclaimed he, “ keep far from me the angel of death, 
since It IS your will that I should still be useful on earth ” 

After this he assembled the grandees and the Viziers, and an- 
nounced to them his intention of resummg the reins of govern- 
ment 

His first care was to comfort the disconsolate Chamsada, and 
they agreed m durecting their attention to the lovely infant whom 
Providence had preserved IVhile they strengthened his consti- 
tution, they also formed his understanding and his heart The 
mother explamed to him passages of the law which ought to guide 
his manners and his conduct, and the old man instructed him m 
the important knowledge of the world and of men 

At the age of eight, the young Pnnce was so robust that he was 
able to handle arms and endure the fatigue of nding , and in a few 
years more, his moral virtues were unfolded, and promised one day 
to echpse those which had shone so conspicuous m the Kmg his 
father 

Selimansha, now judging that his grandson, with the assistance 
of good counsel, was capable ot wearmg the crovoi, resigned the 
rems of empire into his hands amidst the assembled divan, and 
caused him to be proclaimed Kmg, under the name of Shaseliman, 
amidst the acclamations of the kingdom. The people, not yet 
recovered from astonishment at the dreadful stroke which had 
deprived them of a Sovereign they adored, promised his heir the 
same attachment, and expected from him the same love. 
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The new Kmg, directed by wi»e counicli, did not belie the 
btppy antiapaUon of hii subject! m bu tiTour The Cada and 
VineiB, fdlfiliing with propnety the duties of their office, made the 
laws beloTcd, the wise and speedy execntion of which confiiroed 
the hflppme*8 of alL Equally punctual hi the dubei of religion as 
m those of the throne, Shaselinian was regular in hi* abluuont, 
attended prayer* in the mosque*, held three divan* in the week, 
was every day boned with his mnustcn, and was found m every 
place where hu presence was necessary to itslore tranquillity and 
good order. people, happy under hi* government, enjoyed 

their felicity in peace, v^en new emnes came to disturb it, and tear 
&om them the hope of a durable happmes*. 

The accursed Balavan, pursued by remorse at the enme which 
he had committed, and not thmkmg himself safe among a people 
by whom he was hated, left the fortified place where be bad taken 
r^uge, and attempted to retire into Egypt, m order to implore the 
protection of the Sovereign of that vast empire. There, coneealn 
mg his crimes, be presented himself as an unfortunate Prince, the 
victim of a woman, and sucnfioed by a father whom age hod ren- 
dered weak. The King of Egypt received him with kmdness, and 
was preparing to give him assistance, when an envoy of Selimaniha 
arrived and demanded audience. 

This old moaordi Infonned by his spies of the road which 
Balavan had taken, bad sent deputies to all the Courts at which 
this wretch might beg a retreat or support A very full desenpuon 
was given of the fugitive, and all his crimes were mentioned. 

The Sultan, m comm nmea ting to the cnminal the despatches he 
had rcceved, gave immediate orders that he should be shut up in 
dose confinement, waiting the sentence which an enraged father 
should pass against hnn. Such was the order intimated to Balavan, 
and sudi was the import of theanswer which was given to the king 
Selimansha. But this father too weak and affectionate, committed 
at once two capital blunders. 

In order to eiate against hi* son aH the anger of the Egyptian 
King he had concealed firon him that the young Shascliman bad 
escaped the mortal blow whidx was aimed »t him. Ho did not 
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correct this opinion in his second letter, and advised the King of 
Egypt to set the cnminal at liberty 

“ Already too unhappy,” said he, “ I do not wish to stain my 
hand by tracing the order for my son’s death Let him wander 
from place to place, destitute of resources and assistance, having 
no companion but remorse, and no society but the tigers of the 
desert, less mhuman than himself Assailed by want, tormented 
by gnef, and detested by others, may he himself become the in- 
strument of my vengeance, which I leave to the King of Kings " 
Upon this resolution, the Sultan set Balavan at liberty, and 
banished him for ever from his kingdom Of this he gave an 
account to Sehmansha, with whom he entered upon a much more 
agreeable negotiation 

The fame of the beauty and valuable qualities of Chamsada had 
reached even to Egypt. Bensiralc, the Sultan just mentioned, per- 
ceiving that It was possible to obtain her hand, made the proposal 
to Sehmansha in the most urgent and respectful terms, beseeching 
him to gain the consent of her whom both nature and blood had 
made subject to him as his niece and daughter-m-law. 

The aged monarch of Persia, pleased with a demand which offered 
to his amiable niece so advantageous an establishment, instantly 
laid the proposal before her The feeling Chamsada could not hear 
It without tears Her heart still belonged wholly to the husband 
whom she had lost, and she must tear herself from the arms of her 
unde and her child to be able to open her soul to the impressions 
of a new affection 1 

“Alasl dear unde,” said she, “what sentiments will ever replace 
those whose sweetness I here expenence? Where could I find 
duties so pleasant to fulfil ? ” 

“My dear daughter,” replied Selimansha, “you are asked m 
marriage by one of the most powerful monarchs in the world His 
virtues are highly praised, and his person favourably spoken of 
Your son, whom I have placed upon my throne, stands in need of 
a protection more vigorous and lastmg than mine You will be 
able by your address to bnng about a strict alliance betwixt the 
two monarchs But forget not tnat, in order to procure the eX' 
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puliion of Balavan I have cluiged with the double enme of 
having assassinited hia brother and hu nephew Sbitcliman reigns 
in PersuL as a descendant of my house, and hu mother must bo 
concealed from Benmah. You will become dearer to him when 
he can hope for your undivided affections, and that they will only 
be extended to the children who shall be bom of this mamage. 
My experience hath taught me the weakness of the human heart. 
A powerful man always distmsts discomsea In which personal m 
tcrest IS concerned. You can render your ton upon the Persian 
throne the most essential services ns a distant relation without being 
suspected of saenhong the mterests of your husband and diildren 
but were you to si>eal: m behalf of a son, you would be looked on 
as a mother blinded by an excest of love. Besides, it is very fbt 
tunato for nt that Bensirak expccti from our frivour that which he 
might force from us by his power Let ns not by a refusal draw 
the sco u r g e of war upon our people, and let us saoifrce to then 
repose and our own mterests the pleasure we should have in hvmg 
to^etho." 

Chamtida made no oppodtion to theae arguments, more speocmi 
than solid and Selimansha b a short tune returned, b answer to 
the Sultan, that his niece found herself extremely bonmired by the 
choice of the powerful Sovereign of Egypt, and that she was ready 
to be umted to him. On hearmg this, the Sultan, mtoxicated with 
joy, tent an ambassador with a superb retmoe to bring bs spouse. 
Sehmansha, mfonned of the amvsl the Egyptian minister in his 
kingdom, went twenty leagues from bs capital to meet him, re- 
cared him m a magnificent camp and after having feasted Him for 
two days, dehrered to him bs niece. The ccremomes were short 
ened, as well to gratify the impatience of the Sultan as to conceal 
from the ambassador the secret of the existence of Chamsada s agn. 
The aged monarch at that time assumed the digmty of envoy from 
the King of Persia, to fulfil the conditions of the treaty 

No sooner had Chamsada amved m the capital of Egypt, than 
the Sultan sent for the Mufh and the Cadi for the contract and cere- 
mony of marriage. Thar obedience was immediately rewarded by 
a present of robot and five thousand pi«:es of gqld. The Pnnceti 

*0 




466 


THE STORY OF BOHETZAD, OR, 


entered the apartment allotted for the nuptials A crowd of most 
beautiful slaves, and magnificently dressed, conducted her to the 
bath, carrymg pots in which the most precious spices were burning 
At her coming out of the bath she was dressed by her attendants 
with the greatest care They fanned her mth peacocks’ feathers 
while her long and lovely hair was dressed, and spared no pams to 
attue her m the most costly garments, till her splendour outshone 
the lights of the apartment, and her beauty eclipsed that of every- 
thing around her Thus attired, she was conducted to the Sultan. 

The monarch received her with demonstrations of the most tender 
affection, and seated her by his side A supper was served up to 
them, of which the delicacy exceeded the profusion of the dishes , 
and he presented his future spouse with several boxes stored ivith 
the rarest jewels 

In the meantime Chamsada, far firom partaking of the public 
felicity and of the happmess of her husband, pined in secret Sepa- 
rated from her son, she was occupied about hun alone, to whom 
her heart was truly attached Secondmg the political and foolish 
views of her uncle, she would hazard nothing with the Sultan whicli 
might lessen the character of this respectable old man, and she 
durst not speak of her son What evils, however, might she not 
have prevented by a proper confidence 1 And what might she not 
have expected firom the love of Bensuak, which grew stronger 
every day 1 

The event was soon to justify the tender uneasiness of the Queen 
respectmg her son Balavan, informed of the mamage of his sister- 
in-law with the Sultan of Egj^pt, and havmg learned that Sehraansha 
reigned in Persia, felt his projects of vengeance awaken m his heart 
He beheld himself depnved of the fruit of lus cnmes, of the throne 
of Persia, the object of his ambition, and of the beauty he was 
anxious to conquer The wretch, delivered over to his inclinations, 
mfested by every sort of cnme the kingdom, which he hoped 
to seize after tlie death of his father He lived by rapine and 
robbery 

At length Selimansha, sinkmg under the weight of years, resigned 
Ijis soul mto the hands of his Creator No sooner was BalaVim 
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informed of tin* event tiian he placed himtclf at the head of the 
banditti of whom he wta the chicf^ gtnnng them iqi to revolt, 
omwmg together new force* — g ain i n g some by m a g ni fi cent pro* 
and sednong othen by the allurement of the gold which 
his crime* ha d amaased- They concerted their meature* tc^ether 
He dethroned his nephew, threw him mto a dungeon, and was 
proclaimed m his steail 

This cruel niurper, not content with hi* tucce**, determmed to 
put to death the mnocent victUD, who had formerly had such a mna- 
culouB fescape from hia murdering arm. But compassion, which 
could find no avenoe to hi* scml, had entered the heart of hii 
wretched accomplice*. 

** We cannot consent to the death of a young man that hatii 
done no evil,* said they to Balavan “ keep bun m close confine* 
ment if you are afraid of hi* interest, but spare his life.'* 

He was forced to comply wUb their demand, and shut up his 
nephew m a cave. 

Chamsada, having heard this afflicting news, was unable to re< 
ftrain her excessive gnefi But the could not mform her husband 
of the mnfoTtnnes of her »an without exposing the memory of her 
uncle Selunaniba, without representing him u an unpostor since 
he had written that the young Sbaseliman bad been assassinated. 
In the mcantune the detestable Balavan completed the conquest 
of Persia. All the grandees of the kingdom came to pay him 
homage. The young Shaseliman remained shut up four years, 
scarcely lecemng as mucii food as was necessary for his subsi*- 
tence. Loaded with misfortune, his beauty no longer recalled the 
tmage of hi* mother of whom he was the perfect resemblance. At 
length It pleased Providence, that watched over him, to relieve 
him for a tune from so many evila. 

Balavan, seated m his divan and surrounded by a biilhant Court, 
seemed to efijoy m peace an authontywhich appeared immovable. 
In midst of grandees whose confidence he thought he possessed, 
and of courtier* whose flattery he received a voice waa heard. 
This voice, sacred to truth, snd stSi devoted to the memoiy of 
Sclimansha, spake m foUow** 
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“Sire, Heaven has crowned you ^suh prosperity • m giving you, 
with this empire, the hearts of your people, your throne appears to 
rest upon an immovable foundation, show yourself more and more 
worthy of the favours of the Most High Cast a look of compas- 
sion upon a feeble young man, whose innocence is his only support, 
who never opens his eyes to the light but to shed tears, c\ery 
moment of whose existence has been marl cil by sufferings and 
misfortune The unfortunate Shascliman ne\er could offend you. 
restore him his liberty” 

“ I would agree to your request,” replied Balavan, ** had I not 
some reasons to fear that he would form a parly against me, and 
become the leader of the malcontents whom a King never fails to 
make m spite of his best intentions ” 

“ Alasl sire,” replied the Prince who had spoken, "who would 
follow a young man in whom nature is partly wasted by suffenng, 
and whose soul has no longer any vigour? Your subjects arc 
devoted to your interest, and where would he find any who would 
be foolish enough to chensh ambitious designs against you?” 

Balavan yielded to these arguments, and affecting clemency in 
the presence of his Court, he set the young Shascliman at libcrl), 
dressed him m a nch robe, and gave him the command of a dis- 
tant province But this was not so much with a view to procure 
him prospenty as to get nd of him altogether, by sending him to 
the defence of a country which was continually exposed to the 
attacks of Infidels He presumed, with some reason, that he would 
sacnfice his life there, since none of his predecessors had ev'er 
escaped the dangers with which that part of Persia was threatened 

The young Pnnee departed wnth a small parly Scarcely had 
theyamved at the place of their destination when the conjectures 
of his uncle Balavan were partly venficd The Infidels made an 
irruption Shasehman, having nothing to oppose to them but a 
handful of men, was forced to yield to numbers, and fell himself 
mto the hands of the enemy But they', on account of his age and 
beauty (departing from the cruel usage they practised on such 
occasions), instead of putting him to death, w ere satisfied wath let 
ting him down into a well, where several Mussulmans were already 
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ihat up pnsoner*. Tbia unhappy Pnncc, the victim of destiny, 
ftMT a whole year elapse m this dreadful captivity 

These Inhdels had a custom creiy year, on a certain day of 
carrying such as they had made pnsonen to be thrown from the 
top of a very high tower 

Shaseliman was drawn up from die well, conducted to the top 
of the tower, and thrown down with others. But Providence, who 
watched over his life made him fall upon the body of one of his 
corapamoni m misfortune. This body partly bearing him up, and 
the air fupportmg bis clothes, pr e s er ve d him from a mortal lalL 
He was stunned ^ the rapidity of the motion, but he neither met 
with a fracture nor a contusion, and except a long swoon, he ex 
pencnced no other acodent. 

He was at length recalled to hfe amidst the unfortunate people 
who had lost it HU fust step was to raise his soul to God, and 
to testify his gratitude to Him, through the intercession of His 
great F^hcL He discorered that he was m the middle of on 
immense forest, and diat the corpses winch timouuded brm must 
necessarily attract the wild beasts, he therefore removed from 
this dangerous spot He walked all night, and as soon os he 
thought hims df beyond the reach of men and animfllM, be ascended 
a tree, endeavouring to conceal himself m its foliage from the notice 
of travellers, and sup por tin g hnnself by wild frmia. This way of 
life he constantly pursued till he reached the dominions of Bala 
van his nncle. 

He was near entering the first dfy of Persia when he perceived 
five or anc men conversing together Pcrceivmg them to be Mus- 
sulmans, he accosted diem, and gave them an account of the 
treatment be had received from the Infidels, and of the miraculous 
way in which he had been saved. The simphaty of his relation 
leaving no room to suspect its truth, they were affected with com- 
passion m hiB favour and conducted Him to then- house, where he 
enjoyed aH the ntes of hospitality After some days' rest he took 
leave of his benc&ctori, m order to continue his Journey towards 
the capital where Balavan reigned. His hosts, after fnnushmg 
him with whatever he had need oC showed him the way without 
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suspecting that the young man whom they had entertained in so 
obliging a manner was the nephew of their Sovereign 

The young Pnnee ^\aIked night and day Fatigued, tired, his 
legs and feet tom by the brambles and flints, he at length amved 
under the walls of Ispahan, and sat do^vn near a basin which 
served as a reservoir to a neighbounng fountain Scarcely had he 
time to recover his breath, when he saw several gentlemen on 
horseback approaching They were officers of the King who were 
returning from the chase, and were going to give their horses dnnk 
Looking about them, they perceived the young Shaseliman , and 
notwithstanding the disorder of his dress, and the change which 
sufienngs and dejection had made upon the natural charms of his 
countenance, they easily distinguished its sweetness and beauty, 
and were not able to look at him without feeling an emotion of 
the most tender interest 

“What are you domg here, young man?” asked one of the 
officers. 

“ Brother 1” replied the wise Shaseliman, “ you know the proverb 
‘ Ask not a stranger who is naked where are his clothes ’ Let that 
answer for me I am hungry and thirsty, I am weak and depnved 
of every resource ” 

At this reply one of the officers ran to their beasts of burden, 
and taking some venison and bread, brought it to him As soon 
as he had profited by this food, and seemed to have sufficient 
strength to contmue the conversation, 

“ Brother' ” said one of the officers of the company to him, “we 
are interested m your fortune Would it be indiscreet m us, 
should we beg of you to give us some account of your history?” 

“Before satisfymg you,” replied the unfortunate Pnnee, “answer, 
if you please, one question of the greatest consequence to me Is 
King Balavan, your Sovereign, still alive ? ” 

“Do you know the King?” 

“ Yes You see before you Shaseliman, his nephew.” 

“ How can you be Shaseliman,” replied the officer, “ since we 
know that his uncle, after delivenng him from a dungeon in which 
he had been for four years shut up, gave him the command of a 
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pTovincc, uhere it waa icnpotsiblc but he tnott ha,ve died by the 
bJindiof the Infidel*? Besides, we have heard that he wis thrown 
down fro m die imninit of a high tower by them with many other 
Mussulman*.'' 

Then the young Pnnce In order completely to co n v in ce them, 
entered mto the detail of all ho adventmes, and of the wonderful 
manner m which Providence had preserved hi* life. At this rela 
tion the officers were ttnick with astonishment they prostrated 
themselves at his feet and watered his band with their tean. 

“ You arc King, ure," said th^ to him, * the son of our ngbtfol 
SoTcreign, and m all respect* worthy of a better fate. But, alas I 
what do you come to seek at a Court where you can find nothing 
but death? Recollect the cmdties of which you have been the 
Tictan — the treatment you have cxpenenced, and the dangerous 
mare by which, under the shadow of power, you were devoted to 
certam death, m the office to which you were appointed, fly 1 
Seek the country where the beontifnl Chamsada reigns Queen over 
the heart of the Sultan of Egypt It is there you wd find happi 
nesa* 

" Alas 1 bow can I durect toy steps to Egypt ? Schmansha, my 
grandfather deceived the Sovereign of that empire by assuring 
him that I was dead my mother and I would be considered as 
impofton should I hazard an appearance there.® 

** You arc right," replied be to him but should yon be reduced 
to the necessity of Imng concealed m Egypt, you will at least be 
beyond the reach of yonr uncle s attempts, whose cradtie* you will 
not escape if he learns that you are alive.® 

To these advices the old^ of the officer! likewise added his 
entreat! ea. 

' 0 my master and my Khigl® aaid he to fee Pnnce, dirowmg 
himself on hiB knee*, the only and true descendant of Sehmansbal 
Ala* 1 must the slave who for thirty yean was mbject to his orden, 
who was the witness of his virtae* and the object of hi* kindness, 
lec yon reduced to this depth of misfortune? Doc* fate, then, 
pursue this monarch even beyond the grave ? Fly, dear Pnnce 
arwi wait not tin you -are attacked by greater tnufortuneil® 
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Each of them was eager to supply the most urgent necessities 
of Shaseliman One stnj^ped himself of part of his garments m 
O der to clothe him , another divided with him his little provision ; 
a.id all together made up a small sum of money, which might en- 
able him to continue his journey The unfortunate Pnnee, availing 
himself of their beneficence and counsel, took his leave They did 
not separate from him without giving proofs of their attachment , 
and Shaseliman began his journey, recommending himself to God, 
and Mahomet His great Prophet 
After a long and fatiguing journey, he at length amved in Egypt, 
v/here Chamsada his mother reigned IVhen lie drew near to Grand 
Cairo, he was unwilling to enter that great city, lest he should ex- 
pose himself to discovery He therefore stopped at a village at a 
httle distance from the road, with the intention of entenng into 
the service of some of its inhabitants He offered himself to a 
farmer of the place to tend his flocks He did not demand high 
wages, and lived in this obscure and miserable situation, subsisting 
with difficulty on the crumbs which fell from his masteids table 
But while the presumptive heir of the Persian throne was reduced 
to such a strange situation^ how was Queen Chamsada employed 7 
Every day this disconsolate mother felt her uneasiness increase 
In the struggle betivixt her affection for her son and the secret 
which she must keep from the monarch, for the sake of her uncle’s 
honour, her situation was as distressing as that of Shaseliman 
There was at the Court of Bensirak an old slave of Sehmansha, who 
had accompanied the Queen into Egypt, and who since tliat time 
had remained in her service He had all her confidence, and ivas 
frequently the depository of the uneasiness of this tender mother. 
One day she perceived him alone, and made him a signal to ap- 
proach her 

Well, said she to him, “you know my attachment for my son ; 
you know my fears on his account, and you have taken no step in 
order to know what has become of him ” 

Queen ! replied the slave, “ that which you wish to know is 
extremely difficult, and I know no means by which I could get 
information of it You know that you have yourself confirmed the 
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report of hta death which wasaUcsted by Scltmansha, ondallhough 
by chance yonr ton ihonld appear here, bow could yon destroy the 
pubhc opinion? How could yoo make him known?" 

Ah 1 would to God that my son were here, although I should 
ci-cn be deprived of the plcame of leciog him. To know that he 
was fiin alive would be sufUacnl to confirm my repose and happi 
ness." 

“ Queen," replied the slave * 1 am wflUng to sacrifice my life for 
you what do you require of me?" 

“ Take from my treaiurea," said the Queen, “ the sum which you 
Judge necetsary for your journey go to Peiita and bring roy son." 

"iloncy alone is less necessary here than prudence. Some 
plauable reason must be given for the journey which your Majesty 
proposes to me. You know that the Sultan honours me with ha 
bounty, and that, engaged m his service, 1 cannot remove from ha 
Court without his ca re ts permtniQn. You youn^ most ask and 
obtain tt under some speaous pretence, whidi may prevent him 
from entertainhig any tuspiaon and at the same time leeure the 
nccess of yotrr ippbcatlon. Tell him that dimng the daturbance* 
which preyed the death of your husband you concealed, m a 
place Imown only to me, a casket of predous Jewels, which you 
were aimoos to put beyond the reach of tcadcnL Beseech ha 
Majesty to grant you peransrioti to send me into Pcnia in scardi 
of tha treafurc. The care of the rest belongs to roe." 

The Queen, convinced of her slave i attachment, and approving 
ba counsels, fiew mstantly to put them in ezeenuon, and found no 
difficulty m obtaining her desire. 

The faithful emissary speedily departed, disguised as a merchant, 
that he might not be realized in Persia. Micr much fatigue, he 
arrived at Ispahan, and having puvatdy made inquiry concernbg 
the fate of Shoselunan, received at first the most datretsing ac 
counts of bun. 

Some days after, ai he was walking In the cnvironi of the palace, 
he found by chance one of the officers who had assisted the young 
Pnnee when he was sitting near the fountain which we have 
already mentioned Having served together under the reign of 
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Selimansha, they recollected one another, and entered into con- 
versation 

“You come from Egypt,” said the officer “did you meet Pnnce 
Sbaseliman ? ” 

“ Shasehman 1 ” replied the slave “ Ah ' can he be alive after 
the dreadful news that are spread here concerning him ? ” 

“Yes, he is ahve, and I will teU you, in confidence, how we 
learned this ” 

He then related everything which had befallen him, as well as 
the other officers, when they had met the Pnnce, and how, upon 
their advice, the latter had taken the road to Egypt 

The pretended merchant, transported with 3 oy, wished, in his 
turn, to return the confidence of his former compamon, and re- 
vealed to him the whole mystery of his mission into Persia , after 
tins heftook his leave of him to return into Egypt In every place 
through which he passed he made dihgent inqmry after the young 
Pnnce, descnbing his appearance as the officer had represented it 
to him Being amved at the village where he expected to meet 
him, he was very much surpnsed that no person could give any 
infonnation concerning him As he was prepanng to continue 
his journey, he found, at his gomg out of the city, a young man 
asleep under a tree, near which some sheep were feeding quietly 
He cast a look of compassion upon this poor creature, whose 
tattered garments announced his misery 

“ Alas ' ” said he, “ it is impossible that this can be the man 
whom I seek. This is doubtless the child of some unhappy shep- 
herd My trouble will be lost , yet what do I nsk by awakmg this 
young man, and inquinng concerning the person of whom I am 
in search ? Let me not neglect even this hopeless expedient” 
Havmg soon awakened him, he put the same questions to hun 
which he had been accustomed to propose to every one. 

“ I am a stranger in these places,” replied Shasehman, who was 
afraid to make himself known, bemg ignorant of the motives of 
this cunosity , “ but, if I am not greatly mistaken, from the de- 
scription which you have given, the person whom you are in search 
of is Shasehman, the young King of Persia* and grandson to Seh* 
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mansha. His falbcr was tiHwl by Uu barbarous broUicr Balivan 
who usurped his throne, the too was troonded In hi* oadlc, yet 
Allah prcicrYed the life of that onforttmate Infant" 

” O Heaven I ” exclaimed the slave, “ am I to happy as to hear 
Shaselunan mentioned? How, young man have yon guessed the 
came which made me travel from Egypt into Pema? Who could 
mfonn yon of it? Do yon know then what has become of thu 
unfortnnate Pnnce? Shall I reap at length the fhnt of my anxiety 
and labour*? Where could I find him?" 

IVbcn Shasehman was convtDced that he who thus spoke to 
hnn was a messenger from hb mother, he thought be might make 
himself known. 

“ In vain would you nm over the whole worid," laid he lo hhn, 
“m order to find Svtselhnoo, imce it Is he who now speak* to 
you." 

At these word*, the ikve fell at ihft feet of hb Sovereign and 
covered hi* hand* with tears end Hsses. 

Ah," exclaimed he, ' how overjoyed will Chanmda be I What 
happy new* thall I bruxg to her I Remain here, my Pnnce I am 
going to find evctything that u necemry for your gomg vnth 
me." 

He ran qolckly to the village, and brought from h a saddled 
hone and more ratable clothe* for Shaselunan, and they both 
took the road to Grand Cairo. 

An tmforeiccn event mterrupled then journey A* they were 
crossmg a detert, they were furrounded by robbers, seited, plan 
dered, and let down Into a well Shut up m this Cnghtfol place, 
the slave abandoned himself to gnc£ 

How 1 o« you disconfolate?" «aid the young PrIncL "I*it 
the prospect of death which temfie* you?" 

' Death hath nothing dreadful to me" replied he, “but can 1 
remain insensible to the hardship* of your lot ? Can I think calmly 
upon the lots which the sorrowful Chamsada will Buffer? " 

“Take courage," said Shasdiman. ‘ I must fulfill the decree* 
of the Ahnighty AH that ha* happened (o me was writWfi in thf 
Bdok of life , and, if I must end my* diyi in thb dteadftjl abrdc 
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no human power can rescue me from it, and it becomes me to be 
submissive and designed ” 

In these sentiments and in this dreadful situation did this vir- 
tuous Prince and his slave pass two days and two nights 

In the meantime, the eye of Providence continually watched 
over Shaseliman It brought the King of Egypt, in pursuit of a 
roebuck, to the place where this Pnnee was shut up The animal, 
struck by a deadly arrow, came to he down and die on the bnnk 
of the well 

A hunter, outstnpping the King’s retinue, came first to seire the 
prey. As he approached it, he heard a plaintive voice from the 
bottom of the well Having listened to ascertain whether it was 
so, he ran to report this to the King, who was speedily advancing 
with his tram, and ordered some of them to descend into then ell 
Shaseliman and the slave were immediately drawn out of iL The 
cords which tied them were cut, cordials recalled them to life, and 
no sooner had they opened their eyes than the King recognized 
in one of them his own officer. 

“Are not you,” said he to him, “the confidant of Chamsada?” 

“ Yes, sire, I am ” 

“ Well, what has brought you into this situation ? ” 

“I was returning,” said the slave, “loaded ivith the treasure 
the Queen had ordered me to search for in Persia, I was attacked 
by robbers, plundered, and thrown alive into this sepulchre.” 

“ And who is this young man ? ” 

“He IS son to the nurse of your Majesty’s august spouse I 
was bnngmg him to your Court, with the view of procuring him 
a place ” 

After these two unfortunate men had received proper food, the 
King returned to his palace. He flew instantly to Chamsada, to 
give her an account of what he had seen, of the return of her 
slave with a young man, and of the loss of her treasure IVhen 
the Queen learned that they had been thrown into a well, gnef 
took possession of her soul She tried to hide her disorder, which 
was, however, betrayed by the visible alteration of her countenance 
undei the mask of apparent tranquillity. The King, who was look* 
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ing at her, and perceived the eficsta she employed to restrain he^ 
icif wished to penetrate mto the came of her trouble. 

“What M the matter with yon, Chanuada?” MJtl he. “Are 
yon afflicted at the lost of yonr treasure ? Ii not mine at your 
disposal?" 

“ I swear by yonr life, O glonooa Soltan,* replied she, “that I 
am less sorry for the loss of my treasmea, for the suffenngi 
of the poor slave, of which 1 have been the cause. I hare a 
feeling heart, and yon know how mimh I am affected by the mit* 
fortunes of others," 

However, as the Kmg continaed to relate the ad v ent u re of the 
well, and as she learned that the slave and the yoong man had 
been drawn np from it, she recovered her tranquillity, and at the 
end of her husband s relation her feelings were entiTtly cahn. 

“Be comTorted, my dear Chamsada, said he to her “If all 
tibat I possess is not soffiaent to make up for the loss of your 
treasure, thmk that you have one that u uexhansuble m the affeo* 
tjon of a heart whidi it youn for life." 

Having said this, he retired. 

As soon as Chamsada was alone she called for her slave. He 
gave her an account of the manner m which he had got informa 
tion of the Pnnee^ adventares , of the means which Providenca 
had employed m saving Urn from the cruelties and snares of hii 
unde, of the barbarity of the Infidels and even of his too great 
confidence, when having escaped bong dashed to pieces by the 
frdl, from which no Mussulman before was ever saved, he svas 
about «gin to deliver hunself mto the power of the baibarous 
BflLtvan. He contmued his reatal even to the moment when, 
drawn up from the wdl the young Pnnee had been seen by the 
Egyptian monarch, whose cunouty he had excited. 

The Queen then interrupted 1dm 

"Ah I" said she to him, “what answer did you make to the 
King when he asked you who this young man was ? “ 

“ Alas 1 ” replied the slave, “ I told a he, and I beseech you to 
pardon iL I told him that he was the son of your nurse, arid that 
he was intended for his Majesty’s scmce. 




478 


THE STORY OF BOHETZAD, OR, 


“ Wise and faithful fnend I” exclaimed Cliamsada, her eyes hatlieo 
in tears, and still moved with what she had heard, “ what gratitude 
iviU ever repay the service you have rendered to the most tender 
mother? Watch over my son I trust him to your zeal and pru- 
dence. Never shall I forget the obligation I am under for wliat 
you have already done for him, and for what your attachment may 
still be able to do ” 

“ Queen 1 the recommendation is unnecessary. I know what 1 
owe to the postenty of my Sovereigns, and there is no sacrifice I 
am not ready to make for your Majesty ” 

These were not empty promises, the slave was no courtier 
Considenng what care and precaution would be necessary to repair 
the health and constitution of the young Prince, wasted by suficr- 
mgs and fatigue, he made this his only study A salutary and light 
diet, the use of the bath, and moderate exercise, gradually suc- 
ceeded m renewing his strength. Nature resumed her empire , 
his body and mind regained their energy and every external charm, 
restored at length to the fairest of Queens tlie most beautiful Pnnee 
m the world 

A happy similanty of disposition gamed him tlie monarch’s heart, 
who distinguished this page above all tnc rest. He soon became 
so necessary to his service, that he alone was admitted into his 
private apartment. The monarch boasted continually of his virtues, 
and praised this new favounte to the grandees of his Court, cn- 
deavourmg to render him as dear to tliem as he was to liimself 

Amidst these flattenng praises, which resounded m tlie ears of 
Chamsada, what conflicts of tenderness did not this feeling mother 
experience in tne loss of her otto son I She often perceived him, 
but durst not cast upon him one affectionate look She was forced 
to restrain the affection of her heart, and give no visible tokens 
of her regard Every day she observed his steps, and secretly 
longed for the moment when she might pour out her soul in his 
embraces As he passed one day before tlic door of her apart- 
ment, and when she presumed no one would perceive her, she 
suddenly yielded to a mother’s transports, threw herself on his 
neck, and m that happy moment forgot many years of sorrow 
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AVhile thli fond mother was mdolging the nreetest feebngi of 
natnre, danger surroonded her One of the King’s ministers, 
coming acadentaDy out of the neighbouring apartment, was the 
nnmtenbonal witness of this scene. He was uncertain what to 
thmk of iL As Chamsoda was veiled he might bare mistaken 
her But haring asked of the eunuchs the name of the lady who 
mhobited the apartment before which he had passed, be came 
tremblmg to his Majesty, eager to discover the mystery of which 
chance had made turn a witness. The cbanning page bad already 
gone before ban to the throne. 

" Angust Majesty ” said the minister, “ yon set me stiD m horror 
at the crone wUdi has just now been commiUed, ond of wUdi I 
have been a witness. Pardon me, sue, If I am nnder the necessity 
of discovering to you the conduct of a spouse whom ytra have 
loved too dearly, but u I passed before her apartment, 1 saw her 
embracing the ^e slave who is at yonr side." 

He knows not the power of the passions who cannot figure to 
himself the ndden revolution which this rqiort occasioned in the 
soul of the enamoured Sultan. The confusion of Shasellman 
seemed still to Increase it, and to remove every doubt concerning 
the truth of the fact The Sultan instantly ordered the young man 
and the slave who had brought him from Fertn to be thrown mto 
a dungeoiL 

'tVhat abominable treacheryl* exclaimed be. "Whatl was 
this pretended treasure noihmg but a slave?” And running hastily 
mto Chamsadai apartment, “What has she become,” said he, 
addressing himself to Chamsada, whose prudence, wisdom, 
and love were the glory of my Court and the pattern of wives? 
How has this muror of perfection been tarnished m a moment I 
How has Ae hccomc my ihame alter having hecn my true honour 
and a subject of reproach to the worid oficr hanng been its admua 
non 1 How, alas I have appearances deceived me ! Hencefor 
ward, every women shall be dishonoured m my eyes, from past and 
present to all future generations.** 

Hanog said this, the King went out, his soul struggling bclwut 
|ove and jealousy, foiy oud gneC 
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Chamsada was astonished at the reproaches she had just heard, 
and tormented by the false suspicions to which her husband, whom 
she loved, was abandoned But how could she remove them? 
She had always confirmed to the Sultan the false report of her 
son’s death intentionally spread by her father Sehmansha, and she 
could not venture to discover him at present without exposing him 
to the utmost danger Alas ' when one has so long wandered 
from truth, is it possible to return? Could one regain confidence 
who has not known how to deserve it by a sincere and timely con- 
fession ? 

“ No, no,” would she say, “ it was my inclination, and, without 
doubt, my duty, to spare the reputation of my uncle, and to-day I 
would m vain attempt to sully iL O Sovereign Wisdom • Divme 
Goodness ' only resource of tlie innocent, to Thee I lift my hands 
and my heart By mvisible means you formerly snatched my un- 
fortunate son from the snares of death with which he was on all 
sides surrounded He falls into them still, notwithstanding his 
mnocence. The fatahty of his star draws along with him my faith- 
ful slave and myself, and even the Sultan my husband, who is 
weighed down by the too well-founded presumption of our crime. 
Dehver us, O Allah, from the horrors of suspicion ! And thou, 
great Prophet 1 if thou bearest m thy heart thy faithful followers 
— if all thy prayers in their behalf are heard — make mine ascend 
before the God of Justice i And since all the wisdom of the world 
could not imtie the fatal knot m which we are bound, be pleased 
to employ m this work thy omnipotent power ” 

After this invocation, she placed her confidence in Allah, and 
waited the event mth resignation 

In the meantime the irresolute soul of the Sultan was abandoned 
to the greatest uncertainty His passion for Chamsada seemed to 
acquue new strength m proportion as he attempted to destroy iL 
He knew not what step to take. How should he take vengeance 
on the guilty ? How could he discern if they were both equally 
so ? How could he know wdnch of the two he ought to spare ? 
How could he strike two objects who were so dear to him? 
Harassed bv these pamful and affiicting considerations, he lost his 
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repos* and his health, and his nurse, who still remained m the 
seraglio, was alairoed at this change. This woman whom age and 
crj)cneBce ha<l rendered prudent, having deserved the conhdence 
of her masters, had acquired the right of approachmg them when 
CTcr she thought proper and accordingly she wqnt to the Sultan. 

“ What IS the matter with you, my son ?• said she to him. You 
are not aa you used to be. You shun the amusements which till 
now appeared agreeable to your mcliaations. Riding walking 
and hunting, please you no more. You do not now assemble your 
Court, nor give feasts and entertainments. I well know that you 
scarcely take food. What secret gnef consumes you? Open to 
me your heart, my son. You know my tender attachment, and 
yon ought to fear nothing from my mdiscretion. We often allow 
ourselves to be prepossessed by phantoms, and perhaps I may be 
able to dissipate, in a moment, those which disturb your mugina, 
boo- Trust me with your a ffli ct io n, my sod and I hope to soothe 
It” 

Whatever coofidence this Pnnce had m hii good nurse and not 
withttandiDg the great estunabon m which be held her excellent 
qoahbei, he did not thmk it proper to disclose bis gnef to her 
He must speak agamst Chamsada, and this remembrance would 
iTtaV** the wound bleed afresh which abe had mauc in his 1 cirt. 
The sage old woman was not discouraged by the ill success of her 
first attempt she watched every opportunity of being seen by her 
master and the tender looks which the cast upon him seemed to 
say O my dear ton I speak to me, unfold your heart to your good 
nurse." all her cares were fruitless. 

Finding that she could not succeed by this method and pre- 
suming that Chamsada must have been informed ot the Sultan s 
gnei, tni cot^eCcsrmg rntfleovei Vrja!iawtniniTivrtrti!id Tnoie oifiy 
reveal the secret whidi she wished to know the flew to the Queen, 
whom she found plunged in sorrow apparently as deep aa that 
which consumed the Sultan. She employed every method which 
address and eipcnence could furnish her m order to deserve the 
confidence of Chamsada. 

“But why this cruel reserve with me? said the good unne. 

tl 
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“ Look, my daughter, upon my grey hairs ! If age and time have 
furrowed my brow with -wnnkles, they have also given roe expe- 
rience I am no more the sport of passion, and my counsels will 
be dictated by prudence ” 

Chamsada, shaken but not convinced by these arguments, replied 
to her, 

“My secret is very weighty, my dear nurse ; it weighs do\vn my 
heart; but it is impossible it should ever come out of it. In 
trusting you with it, I must be well assured that it will remain for 
ever shut up in your breast " 

“ Your wishes shall be fulfilled," said the old woman “ I am 
discreet, and never shall my lips divulge your secret , but let it be 
no more one with her who takes so lively an interest in your 
happiness " 

At length Chamsada could resist her no longer * she related to 
her all her adventures, and informed her that the young man of 
whom the Sultan was become jealous was her son Shasehman, who 
had been supposed to have been dead 

“ 0 great Prophet, I thank you 1" exclaimed the nurse. “Praised 
be Mahomet ! we have nothing to struggle with but chimeras ! 
Be comforted, my daughter every cloud will disappear I behold 
the nsmg of a bnght day ” 

“ O my good mother, we shall never, never reach it Never 
will this young man be believed to be my son We shall be ac- 
cused of falsehood, and I would prefer the loss of his life, and of 
my own, rather than be suspected of this mfamy " 

“I approve of your delicacy,” said the nurse, “but my precau- 
tions shall prevent everythmg that might hurt it" 

Upon this she went out, and immediately entered the Sultan’s 
apartment, whom she found in the same state of dejection and 
sorrow m which she had left him , she embraced him and took 
him by the hand 

“My son,” said she to him, “you are too much afflicted If 
you are a true Mussulman, I conjure you by the name of the great 
Prophet to reveal to me the true cause of the gnef wh.ch afflicts 
you ” 
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Uiuble any longer to withstand die force of thu intercesnon, 
the Sultan was forced to rcretl ail his dlstren. 

** I loved Chamiada with my whole heart," aid the Sultan, 
“ Her graces, her wisdom her ■virtaca, ail the charms, m a word, 
with which the was adorned, appeared to me a dcliaous garden, 
where my thoughti wandered with delight AH it now changed 
into a frightful desert, where I sec nothing but hideoos monsters 
and dreadful prcopicea Chamtada it fmthlesa. The &lse ChaiO' 
lada whom 1 adored and whom I lore Btfll, hat betrayed me. 
She hat given her heart to a vfle tlavc. I am fallen from the 
height of an nnagmaiy happmea into a hell where every evil tor 
mcnti me. The two cnmmalt must pensh nothing rtmami for 
me but to proportion the pumahment to the crime, and endeavomr 
to distmguith on which of the two my teverest justice ought to 
frilL But, alas ! what will it cost me to execute this frual lentencel 
The tame weapon which pierce* the heart of my adorable Cham 
tada, win wound my own with a deadly strobe." 

‘ My ton ( do nothing rashly " aai<t the nurse. “ You may ex 
pose yourtelf to eternal repentance, fbosc whom yon thmk guilty 
are m your hands yon will always have time to punish them 
allow youraelf time to examine them. Time, »yi the provob 
* it the wisest of all counteQori many things are tuooght to light 
by time and patience. " 

Ah 1 my good nurte, what explanation can 1 expect? It there 
any that could destroy an attested fact? rhamiaHa love* this 
young man, and pretending that she had a treasure m Persia, she 
abused my confidence and affection to obtain from me an order to 
go m search of him." 

** My dear son, be calm," said the old woman. "I have a method 
of laymg open to you the toul of Chamsada. Cause your hunters 
to bnng me an egret* I will tear out the heart of this bird, whidi 
I wiU give to you, and as soon aa Chamiada shall be asleep, you 
must brmg it near hers, and it will be impossible for her to conceal 
from yon the smallest secret" 


E^rr< A bltd vtlb a toft upon Iti bnut 
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The King, delighted -with having it in his power to discover so 
easily the mystery which kept him in such perplexity, instantly 
ordered h'ls officers to go and catch an egret in his gardens One 
was brought to him, which he immediately gave to the old nurse 
She tore its breast, accompanying this action, extremely simple in 
Itself, with a magical charm, and the Sultan was put in possession 
of Its reeking heart 

While the Pnnce was reflecting on the surprising virtues of this 
method, the nurse had gone secretly to the apartment of Cham- 
sada. 

“ Everything goes well,” said she to her “ Let your heart be 
filled with hope, and let your mouth be prepared to disclose the 
truth, without any reserve Expect this night to receive a mys- 
tenous visit It will be from the Sultan himself, ivith the heart 
of an egret m his hand As soon as you perceive that he brings 
It near yours, feign to be asleep, but answer with precision all the 
questions which he may put to you, and let truth flow from your 
mouth, unsullied by the slightest scruple ” 

Chamsada tenderly thanked the nurse, and prepared herself to 
second this innocent stratagem, beseeching the favour of the lioly 
Prophet to carry conviction to his heart who was endeavounng to 
discover the truth 

As soon as night had spread her shades, Chamsada, contrary to 
her custom, signified that she had need of rest She sent away 
her slaves, and threw herself upon a sofa. Scarcely had she been 
there two hours when the Sultan, impatient to prove the nurse’s 
secret, presented himself at the apartment of his favounte he 
found there the chief of the eunuchs 

“ How is Chamsada employed ? ” demanded he 

“ She had need of rest,” replied the eunuch, “ and I believe she 
IS upon her sofa ” 

The Sultan entered without making the least noise, and found 
her asleep He approached very near her, in order the better to 
judge of the soundness of her sleep, and, thinkmg it profound, he 
judged it proper to try his expenment, and gently apphed the 
heart of the bird to that of Chamsada, saying to her, “ Chamsada, 
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who 15 that young mnn whom yon were carestmg when one of my 
mimsten inrpmed you?" 

« He ts Shaielnruin^** replied the, without awaking “ the only 
cbUd of my first mamage with the ton of Sehmoniha my uncle.” 

“ This chfld waj stabbed m hfa cnidlc , I am assured of this by 
letters from your uncle himtelL” 

He was mdeed wounded, but the stroke was not mortal, 
skilful surgeons restored htm to life and this was kept a secret 
from the murderer of my husband.* 

Why hare you conc^ed it fiom me, who lorcd you so dearly?” 

‘ Because my uncle, whose memory I cherished, and wished to 
be respected, had for a political reason imposed upon you respect 
mg this fact If what I have told you does not appear pos^le, 
mterrogate the young man, and his mouth will confirm the truth 
of this declarattoa.* 

Hanng got this ray of light, the Solum gave over his inquiries, 
withdrew from his spouse, whom he supposed still asleep left her 
apartment, and gave orders that the young man and the slave 
should be brought out of the dungeons in which they were shut 
up This order was immediately executed. 

The unfortunate Shaiebmaa, who was languishing in his prison, 
suddenly hearing the vaults resound with ^e noise of the bolts 
and keys, behered that his last hour was come, and that the igno> 
mmy of punishment was about to terminate his 

*^0 Allihl said he,raiiing his mnocent hands to heaven, “my 
life IS m Thy hands , to Thee I resign it , but watch over the life 
of my mother I * 

Shascliman and the slave were brought before the Soltnn. The 
Prince did not leave to others the care of proving a £ict so Impor 
tant to his honour and repose. He ran to the young man, and 
searched in hu bosom for the scar of Balavon s poniard he found 
It, and, transported with Joy he exdaimed “O Allah 1 for ever 
be Thou blessed for having preserved me from the dreadful enme 
1 was about to commit 1 and thou His great Prophet, a signal mark 
of whose protection the virtaes of Chamsada have drawn down 
upon me, to so many favoun sdll add that of ennhUng nie to 
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efface, by my services, the dreadful sorrows I have occasioned, 
and the idea of the mjustice I was about to commit ' ” 

Then throwing himself into the arms of Shaseliman, “Come, 
dear and unfortunate Prmce, come to my heart ! Let your image 
be joined there with that of my beloved Chamsada, that my most 
tender affections may henceforth be centred on one object alone ' 
But deign to satisfy my curiosity, and mfonn me by what chain of 
events you have been conducted hither, unknown to all the world 
How have you existed ? Speak, Pnnce I am impatient to know 
more particularly the person who restores me to happiness ” 
Shaseliman, encouraged by the demonstration of such affectmg 
kindness, then gave a faithful detail of his adventures, from the 
very moment m which he had been hurled from the throne mto 
prison, even to that m which, reduced to the humble condition of 
a shepherd, he had been found by the messenger of his mother, 
surrounded by robbers, drawn up out of the well mto which thej 
had been let doivn, and conducted to the Court of the Sultan. 

While this recital engaged the attention of Bensuak, Chamsada, 
his spouse, although less troubled than on the preceding days, was 
not altogether in a tranquil state The events had become too im- 
portant for her She endeavoured to find out with what design 
the Sultan, after havmg questioned her, had departed so abruptly 
She had not been able to learn what he had done, nor what was 
become of him, smce the confession which she had made to him 
She was indulging these reflections, and continued sunk m the sleep 
in which the Sultan seemed to surpnse her All at once twenty 
slaves, carrying flambeaux, came to illununate her apartment, they 
walked before the Sultan, who conducted by the hand and looked 
ivith kindness on the beloved son of the most virtuous of mothers 
He had caused Shaseliman to be dressed in the most magnificent 
garments, he was adorned with beautiful diamonds, in which Ben 
sirak had delighted to be decked on the days of triumph 

“ Soothe your sorrows, adorable Chamsada," cned he, throwing 
himself mto her arms “ The favour of Heaven restores to you a 
husband and a son, whose feelmgs and affection secure your fehcity 
for ever.” 
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Shasdntsan, ou hu knees kiwed the hands of hu mother and 
lean of cbmohUion ciprcised Ihe •cntnncnU of the son and of the 
delighted pair. 

As soon as daj had sneceeded this happy night, the Snltan as- 
sembled the bert of his troops, and pnt himself at their head, 
accompanied by He took the road for Persia, cinsiiig 

heralds go before him, and annoonce to the people of that long 
dom that he wa* about to re estabUsh on the throne their nghtfuJ 
King, assassinated, persecuted, and dethroned by the usurper Bala 
viiu Scaredy had they readied the fronbera of Persia, when a 
party of the ^thful tub] ecu of the old King Schmaniha, always 
attached to the blood of this august &rQily, came to range them- 
selres under the banners of the Sultan of Hgypt and of Shaseliman. 
The perfidious Balavan heard thk intelligence, and endeavoured to 
aisemble his forces, m order to dispute the ground with a powerful 
enemy who came to overwhelm hnn but no one would repair to 
hu colonri, and he was obliged to shut himself up b his capital 
with his usual guard and the few subjects on whose fidelity hr 
thought he could depend. 

But if Tirtue, pursued by a superior force, is so often deserted, 
where are the resources of guilt? 

Ispahan is invested, and Balavan, betrayed by his ministers, is 
ddiYCTcd op to the Saltan Bcnsnalc, who, tummg his eyes from s 
monster who had dishonoured the throne by the most dreadful 
cranes, and directing himself to Shaseliman, 

My son,*’ said he, “ to you I commit the scourge of your sub- 
jects and yourfiither'B murderer, dispoie of his lot, and give orders 
for his punishment* 

“ O my bencfiictor 1 0 my fether I it belongs not to me to dis 
pose of him, rephed Shaseliman vengeance mutt come down 
from above. Let him go to the fronbeis to guard that dangerous 
poet with which I was entrusted. If he is innocent, he will be pre- 
served as I have been, but if be is guilty his decree u pronounced, 
aad nothing can suspend its eaecubon.* 

The Sultan approved of the deasion of Shaseliman, and Balavan 
set out to make head against the inbdels. But divine justice was 
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now prepared to inflict its stroke He was taken, chained, and 
thrown into the fatal well, where gnawing remorse and dreadful 
despair continued to torment him till the moment of his death. 

Meanwhile the presumptive heir of the Persian crown, the happy 
Shasehman, seated on the throne of his ancestors, received the 
oatlis of his people He commenced a reign of which the wisdom 
and piety recalled to the Persians the sublime virtues of the Grand 
Caliph Moavie The Sultan of Egypt, after having seen this young 
Sovereign shine m the splendour of the most distinguished virtues, 
and having tenderly embraced him, returned to his dominions, and 
by his presence completed the ]oy of Chamsada. Nothing after- 
wards disturbed the repose of this happy pair, and having reached 
at last the term allotted to human greatness, they fell asleep m that 
peace which is the portion of faithful Mussulmans 

“ Sire,” said Aladm to King Bohetzad, after having finished his 
recital, “ see by what secret and wonderful ways Providence deli- 
vered Shasehman from the hands of persecution I See how it led 
Balavan into the very gulf he had dug for another ! No, Allah 
will never suffer guilt to tnuniph and innocence to be pumshed. 
His vigilance and justice nothing can escape, and sooner or later 
He will tear asunder the veil with which the ivicked are covered. 
As for me, sire, encouraged by my conscience and convmced that 
man cannot alter the decrees of my destiny, I am always firm and 
hopeful. I only fear that your justice will light on your Viziers, my 
accusers ” 

At this discourse, equally firm, wise, and modest, the Kmg was 
left still more irresolute than ever. 

“Let the execution of the sentence be suspended,” said he, 
“ let this young man be conducted back to pnson The silence 
of the night, and the reflections which his recital will occasion, 
may enlighten my judgment, and to-morrow I shall more easily 
take my resolution ” 

As soon as Aladm had been led back to his dungeon, one of the 
Viziers began 

“Sire, your Majesty suffers yourself to be overcome by the 
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magic of thu yoimg impoitoi’i diaconrsea. The great Prophet 
preserve you from yieldmg to scntimenti of mercy m his behalf 1 
When guilt remami unpunished, the splendour of the throne is 
obscured. You are seated there for no other purpose but to ad- 
mmiffter justice the cnme of this villajn is evident, and his pimish- 
ment ought to be ngnal, the most awful should be fixed upon, 
that It may serve as an example to such.'* 

Let orders be namediately given ■ interrupted Boheteid eagerly 
“ to erect a scaffold without the walls of the aty, on the most ele- 
vated situ a t i on . L,ct the dread of death temfy those who might 
attempt to follow hu footsteps. Such u my final resolution,^ and 
let It be announced to the people by the pubhc crien." 

The ten Vixiers were well pleased to hear this resolution. They 
hoped at length, by thor secret plots, to make the object of their 
envy fall beneath the sword of justice, and were eager to order the 
apparatus of punishment 

On the morning of the following day, which was the eleventh 
jmee the confinement of Aladin, the ten Vmen went to the King. 

“Sire,® said they, your orders arc obeyed, your pleasure is 
known, and the peoi^e assembled round the spot wait only for 
him who is to die there, 

Bohetzad gaveoideri that the oimmal should be brought to him. 
As soon as he appeared the ten Yizieis lifted np thmr voices 
against him. 

Wretch 1 oSpnng of villains!" said they to him, ‘the scythe 
of death is raised over thy head, thy itxatagems are exhansted, 
and thou art about to recenre the reward of thy crimes and raih- 
nesa." 

“ Audacious ministers," said Alodm, looking at them with a con- 
fident but modest air “ it belongs not to you to mark my forehead 
with the seal of death I If the decree which strikes me comes not 
from Heaven what could all your attempts avail? GuDt alone 
can be afraid of them. But since I have nothing wh er ew i th to re- 
proach myiclfi bad I even my head under the fatal sword, I should 
be p reserved from the stroke, like the slave who was accused 
although mnoccnL® 
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Sire,” interrupted all the Viziers at once, “ impose silence on 
this audacious fellow, he wishes still to deceive your Majesty by 
a new tale ” 

“ I wish not to impose upon the King,” said Aladm , “ it is you 
who chensh falsehood and imposture.” 

“ Stop ! ” said Bohetzad to him , “ I will yet put my patience to 
a last effort, and agree to hear the history of your slave and of his 
dehverance ” 

‘‘ Oh, the clemency of my King 1 ” replied Aladm “ May truth 
at length reach your heart, which is so difficult of access 1 I wish 
not ,by a false relation to deceive your Majesty, the story I am 
going to relate is well known throughout all Chaldea,” 

HrS'ICRi' OF THE KING OF HARAM, AND OF THE SLAVE. 

The King of Haram, uneasy at the manner in which his Viziers 
and Cadis administered justice in the provmces of his empire, went 
one night from his palace disguised, and only escorted by tu'O 
eunuchs By chance he passed near a dungeon, from whence he 
heard a plaintive and lamentable voice He learned that this 
place served as a pnson, m which cnminals condemned to death 
were shut up , and approaching nearer it m order to hear distinctly 
the doleful accents, which appeared to come from the bowels of 
the earth, he heard these words 

“ O powerful Allah I Thou who ivatchcst constantly over the 
unfortunate, stoopmg under the burden of his misery, mlt Thou 
suffer innocence, falsely accused, to sink under presumptions 
which a fatal destiny hath heaped upon it ? Infinite mercy ! none 
of Thy creatures are insignificant m Thy eyes , Thou hearest the 
cnes of a worm , listen to that of Thy slave , and if my death is 
not determined by Thy providence, arrest the stroke ivith which I 
am threatened ” 

A silence, interrupted only by sighs, succeeded this prayer The 
King of Haram returned to his palace with a heart moved by these 
lamentations, and a spirit troubled with this adventure. In vain 
did he seek repose the idea of the death of an innocent person 
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agitated >iTm, and he only uted the retnm of day to dear up thu 
myitay 

Ab toon at the aim bad enlightened the earth, he called together 
hit miniaten, and deecribed to them the place from which the cnes 
came thai had eiated his ^ity They mfonned hnn that the tm 
fortnoate perron confined lA this dungeon was destined to die that 
Tcry day upon the scaffold- They gave him an account of his trial 
from which the crime appeared dear and two witnesses certified 
that the slave, whom his Majesty bad heard, was the perpetrator of it 
The King of Haram could not resist what bum an justice reckons 
evidence, and immediately confirmed the order for his execution. 

The slave, convicted of the enme, was taken from the dungeon 
he walked to punishment ^th a firm and modest countenance, 
his bound, and his cy» lifted up to Heaven, which was now 
his only hope. He was at the foot of the scaffold , the cxeco* 
tioneis were pi e pa nng to atnp him of bis dothes, when an nnei 
pected noise entirely changed the aspect of this scene of deoth- 
A hostile party, havmg formed the deagn of mi king themselves 
masters of the city waited until the people, attracted by cunosity 
to see the execution, should have gone out of iL They hastity 
quitted the ambuscade in which they were concealed, fell upon the 
guard, and dispersed it All those who endeavoured to defend it 
either fell by the sword or were made prisoners not one escaped 
except the nnhappy tlave who was obont to suffer an ignonumous 
desUh. 

The enemy dreading the approach of the Kmg, then withdrew 
to a distance m order to increase then forcea, carrying with them 
the booty they had got, and deferred to another time the conxum 
mation of their enterprise. 

Meanwhile, the slave, ddivered from his chains by the hands of 
the enemy, and still feanug lest people should be dispa t ched to 
pursue him , gamed the country and walked day and night without 
stopping At length, overcome with fatigue, he stopped under the 
shade of a laurel, wbicfa, from its sue and height, appeared coeval 
with the world, and sat down. Opposite to this tree, and very near 
It, was the entrance of a dark cave, two torches threw a drisulfhJ 
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light around it, without altogether dispelling its darkness His at- 
tention was fixed with astonishment on these objects, which inspired 
him with terror, when he thought he observed these two lights move 
and advance towards him These bright fires iNcrc nothing but 
the glaring eyes of a monstrous lion, which came out of the cave 
and slowly approached the unhappy slave, who had nothing n ith 
which he could defend himself The animal seized him, and, with- 
out hurting him, earned him into the cave He instantly went 
out of It again, tore doivn the enormous laurel under which the 
man had been formerly seated, and, ha\ mg placed it at the mouth 
of the cave in order to shut up its passage, ran into the desert in 
search of its mate, whom the need of food for their whelps had 
earned far from their common haunt 

The mouth of this cave, shut up by the trunk of the tree, was 
maccessible to all human power. However, there was still suffi- 
cient light left for the slave to view the inside of this dreadful 
habitation, to distinguish its inhabitants, and to see there the frag- 
ments of bones and food with which the ground was covered He 
saw likewise two young lions couching on a heap of moss, who 
were not fnghtened by his presence In an opposite comer he 
perceived a heap of human bones, the sad remains of the unfor- 
tunate whom the same destiny that had brought him there had 
drawn toward this fnghtful abode Nevertheless, amid these ob- 
jects, fear did not damp his courage he turned towards the south, 
and, like a faithful Mussulman, addressed his prayer to the great 
Prophet with as much zeal and fervour as if he had been in the 
most splendid mosque and in the most secure asjdum 
Full of confidence m the Sovereign Arbiter of Destiny, he then 
cast his eyes mto the dark cavities of this den There w'ere many 
clothes in it he put his hand into the pockets of one garment, 
and found there a stone and a piece of steel for striking fire , the 
earth was covered with a dry moss, which served as litter to the 
savage inhabitants of this dwelling The possibility of getting out 
revived his courage , and scarcely was the enterprise conceived 
when it was put m execution He set fire to the moss w’hich he 
had collected at the mouth of the cave, the flames penetrated the 
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moift bark of the laurel s rooti, and the fire ipeedily mcreasing, 
the tree lost iti tupport and fell upon ita nde mth a craah, so as 
to leave the mouth of the cave quite open In examining thu 
cave he had seen a bow, tabrca, and poniard*, which might serve 
for his defence. He had also discovered by the hght, a pan with 
coined gold, and piece* of thu metal, with preaou* jewels of 
different kindi. Provided m thi* manner with everything which 
could aisttt hu escape, he armed himself with what was necessary, 
cut away witia hu sabre the burning branches which opposed hu 
passage, and, blessmg Heaven, at length recovered hu liberty 

Scarcely had the slave got out of thu dangerous cave, when he 
perceived the lion at the distance of four bowshots, and the lionets 
somewhat farther off in the plain. He put upon hu bow a deadly 
arrow , and the hon thinking to dart upon hu prey, ran with grea* 
rapidity against the arrow which was duchaiged at him. The sted 
reached 1^ heart, and he fell bfelesa. 

The slave, freed from thu enemy, soon had the other also to 
contend with. He darted another arrow bQt it made only a slight 
wound. The animal, rendered itill more funous, rushed forwards 
to throw him on the ground. The alavc opposed her with hu 
poniard, and plunged it mto her ode. The Honexs, roaimg aloud, 
made a new effort but with hi* scumtar be stnui off one of her 
fore-pawa, and disabled Jier for further combat She rolled along 
the earth, making the echoc* resound with her roarmg the young 
hon* from the cave answered her with hideous cnes, which would 
have filled the most warlike soul with teiTor In the meantime the 
conqueror secured hu victory by piennng the animal m the vital 
parts, till at length she sank under the vigour of hu arm. He ran 
immediately to kill the whelps, and drew them out of the cave. 
After thu feat of valour he looked in the plam for a tree, the fruit 
of which might afford ban nounshment, and a stream m which he 
might quench hu thirst and still aided by Providence evciytlimg 
Kerned subject to hu desues and offered itself to hu hand 

Havmg at length reermted hu strength, exhausted by so much 
fatigue he re-entered the cave whose inhabitants he had destroyed, 
made nimself master of the treasures it contamed, shut up its en- 




494 


THE STORY OF BOHETZAD, OR, 


trance with the branches of a tree, and, armed to as much advantage 
as possible, and furnished with gold and silver to satisfy his wants, 
he took the road to his native country. He amved there at the end 
of some days, and gave an account of his history to his relations 
Camels and slaves were dispatched to bring away the precious 
effects which were left in the lions’ den Possessed of so much 
riches, the beneficent slave shared them with the indigent Not far 
from his habitation he built an asylum for caravans, pilgnms, and 
travellers who might be obliged to take that road , and from the 
spoils of a lions' den he erected a temple of chanty. 

Sire,” added Aladin, after haanng finished his relation, " > ou 
see how this slave, condemned to pensh upon the scaffold, on the 
false evidence of his enemies, and in danger of being devoured by 
lions, was miraculously delivered from these dangers , while his 
accusers and enemies, eager to feast their eyes wath the sight of 
his tortures, were massacred and punished The King of Haram, 
depnved of part of his subjects, suflered the punishment of his 
negligence in not examining the proceedings himself, and not listen- 
ing sufficiently to complaints which, although they moved his pity, 
had not armed his justice ” 

Bohetzad felt an unusual struggle betwixt his own power, the 
relations and reflections of Aladin, and the solicitations of his 
mmisters A voice within him pleaded powerfully against the 
judgment he had pronounced j yet the orders which he had given 
publicly, the scaffold already prepared w ithout the walls of the city, 
the crowd of people impatient to enjoy this execution, so long de- 
layed, all seemed to mcrease the embarrassment of the King His 
Viziers, seeing him hesitate again, were eager to fix his resolution 
by the strongest remonstrances , and going over all the arguments 
they had already alleged, they ended by alarming the Kmg respect- 
ing the duration of his power 

“ I feel m spite of you,” said the King, “ that my heart revolts 
at what I am doing , nevertheless, as the safety of my kingdom 
depends upon this decree, I yield to ) our reasons Let the criminal 
be conducted to punishment,” 
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TTiat very initant the guard teired Aladm. He w»a bound with 
coTtl*, loaded with chains, and led without the aty to the place 
whcrchcwaatotenmnatehisexMtencc. The King hlmaelliniounted 
upon an elephant, and followed by hla whole Court, repanrd to the 
place of punahment he was seated upon a throne from whidi he 
would behold the execution. The unfortunate AUdin was already 
on the scaffold, when suddenly a stranger roshmg through the 
crowd, and rcmoring the guards and crery obstacle that opposed 
his passage, threw hnnsclf Into the arms of Aladm. 

“ Oh my son I my dear son ( " exclaimed he, the tears flowing 
in a torrent &om hu eyea He conld say no more, for gnef stopped 
his ntteronce. 

This unexpected erent threw the people into commotion, and 
the Emg gave orders that the stranger should be brought before 
him. 

“Sovereign monarch" said he to him, embracing hu Vneea, 
"tare the life of the unfortanale young man whom you hare con- 
demned to death. If a cnmlnal mutt die, give orders (or my 
punishment I await it at your feet* 

“ Who arc you ? " said the King. “ What interest have yon in 
this criminal?" 

" Sire, I am the chief of a hand of robbers, Scardilng one day 
m the desert for a fountam to allay the thirst of my company I 
found upon the grass, on the bnnk of a fountam, and at the feet 
of fire palm-trees, which covered it with their shadow, a piece of 
doth interwov e n with gold, and some svraddlmg-dothea, on whidi 
an mfant lay Moved with compassion for this innocent creature, 
I carried hta to my house, where my wife became his nurse. Thu 
child was not ours, sire , but be was to ut a gift from Heaven, and 
became dearer to ui than our own. He was endowed with such 
excellent quahtie* and so many vntnes, that we regretted our 
having abandoned those which the exercise of our profession had 
made us forget, for m short — to my shame I avow it, sue — we 
were robbers. He followed us In our expeditions, and distinguished 
hnnself on every occasion by deeds of valour and humanity \\ « 
lost him b a conflict with your troops. 
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No other circumstance was necessary to inform the King tint 
he who was about to die by his command was lus only son ' He 
rushed from his throne, flew to Aladin, with his onn poniard struck 
the cords off him, and clasped him in his arms, ivith marhs of the 
most tender affection 

“Ah! my son,” exclaimed he, “I have been on the point ot 
plunging m my heart the dagger of endless repentance My heart 
must have been tom at the sight of a cruel punishment, and it has 
been mercifully converted into a spectacle of triumph and joy, 
whose ravishing splendour my soul can ivith difficulty support ' " 
He again embraced Aladm, set him upon his elephant, and 
returned to the palace, amid the dm of tmmpcts and the acclama- 
tions of the people 

Baherjoa had been already informed of his unexpected happi- 
ness in finding a son for whose fate she had been so often alarmed 
In a short time the King himself presented to her this dear child, 
dressed m such splendid garments that it nas not easy to discover 
the alteration which a tedious confinement had produced upon him 
The joy of this event soon spread through all ranks in the kingdom 
Courtiers, merchants, and artists partook of itj the mosques v, ere 
opened, and the people crowded thither to render thanks to Allah 
and His Prophet, public rejoiangs testified the general happiness, 
the city of Ispahan was on this day transformed into a scene of 
pleasure , and everything, even the birds of heaven, sang the glory 
of the monarch and the deliverance of Aladin 
The ten Viziers alone, far from participating in the public happi- 
ness, were thrown into a dark dungeon, where the remorse of their 
consciences anticipated the punishment which, at the end of the 
thirty days that had been appointed for feasting, they were doomed 
to suffer At length, by the orders of the Sovereign, they were 
brought to the foot of the throne, which was now become so for- 
midable to them Aladin was seated at his father’s nght hand 
They turned away their guilty eyes, and after a silence that imposed 
respect and terror, Bohetzad thus addressed them 

“ Pretended supports of my throne ' ” said he to them, “ mini- 
sters so icaious of my glory! behold this cnnimal whom, with so 
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nnidi CTnel obttmacj and each distagoished eagerness, fon pnr 
sued. I OQgbt to have sent him to pnnuhment without hearing 
him I by listening to his stones, I exposed my glory, my safety and 
the peace of my subjects 1 JustifyyoniiclTesifyou canj youhave 
liberty to speak," 

In vain did the King endeavour to make these guilty ministers 
open them mouths. They were scued with a mortal coldness , their 
eyes, fixed on the ground, could not be drawn fiom h , thor Irps 
qmvered, thetr feeble limbs bent under their knees and teemed 
ready to lail them. 

“ Speak," said Aladm to them m his turn “ where now fa that 
attachment to the rules of justice which rendered you so eloquent 
against the son of a chief of the robbers, whose mere mistake was 
in your eyes a crime which ought to be expiated by the most 
moui puWunent? Are your courage and your teal for the glory 
of the kingdom annihiUted? GuOt weght yon down, remorse 
preys upon you, and you are confounded with shame;.* 

“Your lenience, already written In heaven,* resumed Bohetad, 
"u about to be exeented on earth. On the scaffold where my ion 
was to suffer let these ten wretches finish their days, and let the 
pubbe cneri announce this decree to the people.*^ 

The order was instantly executed. 

Bohetxad then lending bock bu son to the p alace, condnually 
renewed the tender proofs of his affection. 

“ Ah, dear son 1 * would he say " how were you so little intimi- 
dated by the death which threatened you as to recollect all the 
circumstances you related? Whence have you drawn those nu 
merous maxims and Judiaous reflectioas which can only be the 
fruit of experience and study?* 

Sire," replied Aladm, **h was not I who spoke, but Heaven 
which inspired me. In my infancy I had not been neglected and 
■mce the happy moment m which 1 hod the good fortune to be 
placed near your Majesty I have been perfected m wisdom. The 
woman, whom I took for my mother early directed my attention 
to the dmne Koran by whose sacred precepts, she told me, I 
ought to regulate my conduct And that which will appear most 

n 
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extraordinary to you, sire, is, that her husband, led away by the 
force of habit, brought up in guilt almost from his infancy, and not 
hesitatmg in the least to plunder caravans, should yet be afraid of 
breaking his word He was a faithful husband, a kind master to 
his slaves, to me more than an affectionate father, and of all men 
the least greedy of plunder He chenshed me , and as at that 
time I was not so well mformed as I am at present, I honoured 
him as a benefactor and loved him as a parent" 

“ Enough respecting him, my son,” replied the King “Retum- 
mg from the awful scene they have just beheld, and warned by the 
signal which the Muezzins have sounded from the tops of the 
mosques, the people are about to fill them Order my treasurer to 
follow you , let plentiful alms and chanty everywhere accompany 
your steps, and announce, m a suitable manner, the heir, whom, for 
the prospenty of my empue, Heaven has restored to my arms ” 

As soon as the religious ceremonies were finished, the King 
ordered tlie chief of the robbers, who was known to have remained 
at Issessara, to be conducted to the bath, to be decently dressed, 
and brought to the palace, that he might enjoy the tnumph of his 
adopted son Far from reproaching him with his former manner 
of hfe, but presummg on the natural pnnciples of this man, whom 
example had not corrupted, whom opportunities had not seduced, 
and whom want had not provoked, he appointed him to the com- 
mand of a frontier provmce, where he must necessanly command 
respect by his activity and military talents 

Bohetzad, Baherjoa, and Aladin, reunited by the ties of blood, 
of love, and of fiiendship, passed many years m unalterable affec- 
tion, continually finding means to draw closer the knots which 
bound them together At length, the monarch, feeling from his 
age and strength that it was time to resign the sceptre into more 
steady hands, assembled his divan, his ministers, Viziers, Cadis, 
lawyers, prmces, lords, and all the grandees of the realm 

“Nature,” said he to them, “hath called my son to succeed me, 
but, m his miraculous preservation, Heaven has given a clear m- 
dication of its wilL In puttmg the crown upon his head this day, 
I only obey its decrees, and give you a master more worthy than 
I to command.” 




^ifamhnrts of flmli , or ^!ut SSinnbfttt 


PgfylN the bank* of the nver Tigm, far above where it washc* 
iSRJr the lofty city of the Fmthfal, lived Norm, m poverty and 
yiSM widowhood, whose employment it was to tend the w o rm 
who clothes the nchest and the fairest with its bcanUftil web. Her 
husband who was a guard to the catavnna of the tDcrchanti, lost 
bis life in an engagement with the wild Arabs, and left the poor 
woman no other means of supportmg herself or her infant daughter 
Urad, but by her labours among the silk wonns, which were httle 
more than sufEaent to support nature, although her labours began 
ere the sunbeams played on the waters of the Tigns, and ended 
not tin the Stan were reflected fixim its surface. Such was the 
busmess of the disconsolate Noun, when the voluptuous Almurah 
was prod aimed Sultan throughout his extcnaiTe dominions, nor 
was it long before hij subjects felt tiic power of their Sultan for, 
469 It— 8 
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Almurali resolving to inclose a large tract of land for hunting and 
sporting, commanded the inhabitants of fourteen hundred villages 
to be expelled from the limits of his mtended inclosure 
A piteous tram of helpless and ruined families were in one day 
dnven from their country and hvehhood, and obliged to seek for 
shelter amidst the forests, the caves, and deserts, which surround 
the more uncultivated banks of the Tigns 

Many passed by the cottage of Noun the widow, among whom 
she distnbuted what little remains of provision she had saved from 
the eammgs of her labours the day before, and, her little stock 
bemg exhausted, she had nothmg but wishes and prayers left for 
the rest. 

It happened, among the numerous throngs that travelled by her 
cottage, that a young man came with weaned steps, beanng on his 
shoulders an old and feeble woman, setting her doivn on the 
ground before the door of Noun, he besought her to give him a 
drop of water, to wash the sand and the dust from his parched 
mouth 

Noun, having already distnbuted tlie contents of her pitcher, 
hastened to the nver to fill it for the weaned young man, and, 
as she went, she begged a morsel of provisions from a neighbour, 
whose cottage stood on a rock which overlooked the flood 

With this, and her pitcher filled with water, the good Noun 
returned, and found the feeble old woman on the ground, but the 
young man was not with her. 

“Where,” said Noun, “O afilicted stranger, is the pious young 
man that dutifuUy bore the burden of age on his shoulders ? ” 

“ Alas • ” answered the stranger, “ my son has brought me hither 
from the tyranny of Almurah, and leaves me to pensh in the deserts 
of Tigris No sooner were you gone for the water, than a crowd 
of young damsels came this way, and led my cruel son from his 
penshing mother But, courteous stranger,” said she to Noun, 
“ give me of that water to dnnk, that my life fail not within me, 
for thirst, and hunger, and trouble are hastemng to put an end to 
the unhappy Houadir ” 

The tender and benevolent Noun mvited Houadir into the 
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cottage, and there placed her on a itraw bed, and gave her the 
proTuioni, and a cap of water to dnnk. 

Hcraadir being somewhat refreshed by the care of Norm, ao* 
quamted her with the cruel decree of Alnmrah, who had tamed 
her ion oat of hia little patrimony, where, by the labour of hu 
hands, he had for many yean fopported her and that tin that day 
the had ever found him a. most dotifal and obedient ion, and 
condaded with a wuh that he would ihoitly return to hia poor 
helpleas parent. 

Norm did all she conld to comfort the wretched Honadir and, 
having pemaded her to reft awhile on the bed, returned to the 
labours of the day 

When her work wu finlihed. Noun, with the wage* of the day 
purchaicd some provisions, and brought than home to feed her 
self and the httlc Urad, whose portion of food, as well as her own, 
had been distributed to the unhappy wanderers. 

As Noon was gmng a imall monel to Urad, Honadir awaked, 
and begged that Noun would be lo kind as to spare her a bit of 
her prortsioni. 

Immediately before Nouri could rise, the httle Urad ran nimbly 
to the bed and offered her supper to the afflicted Honadir wIm 
received it with great pleasure ffom her hands, bong assured ha- 
mother would not let Uiad be a lofcr by her benevolence. 

Honadir contmued several days with the widow Nouri, expect 
mg the ret urn of her ion dll, giving over all hopes of seeing him^ 
and observing that she was burdensome to the charitable widow 
she one evenmg, after the laboon of the day, thus addressed her 
hospitable friend 

**I pcnxir^ benevolent Noari, that my son has foiwikea aa, 
and that I do but rob yon and your poor infant of the scanty 
provision which you, by your hourly to^ are earning wherefore, 
listen to my proposal, and judge wlmther I offer you a suitable 
rctnm. There are many parts of your busmcai that, old as I am, 
I can help yon m, is the winding your silk and feeding your worms. 
Employ me, thoefore, m inch busmess m the day as yon thmk me 
capable of performing, an^ night, while your necessary cares 
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busy you about the house, give me leave (os I sec your labour 
allows you no spare tunc) to instruct the innocent Urad how to 
behave herself, when your death shall lca\c her unsheltered from 
the storms and deceits of a troublesome uorld ” 

Noun listened with pleasure to the nords of ITouadir 
“Yes,^’ said she, "benevolent stranger, you well advise me how 
to portion my poor infant, Urad, whom I could neither pro\ide for 
by my industry nor instruct without losing the daily bread I cam 
for her 1 perceive a little is siifTicicnt for jour support , naj', J 
know not how, I seem to have greater plcntj since jou ha\c been 
wuth me than before, whether it be owing to the blessing of Heaven 
on you I knovr not ” 

“Far be it from me,” said Houadir, “ to see mj generous bene- 
factress deceived , but the thinness of inhabitants, occasioned bj 
the tyranny of Almurah, is the cause that your provisions arc more 
plentiful, but yet I insist upon bearing my part in the burden of 
the daj’-, and Urad shall share my evening’s labour ” 

From this time Houadir became a useful member of the faniilj 
of Noun, and Urad was daily mstnictcd by the good old stranger 
in the pleasures and benefits of a virtuous, and the horrors and 
curses of an evil, life 

Little Urad was greatly rejoiced at the lessons of Houadir, and 
was never better pleased than when she was listening to the mild 
und pleasing instructions of her aflfablc mistress 

It was the custom of Houadir, whenever she taught Urad anj 
new rule or caution, to give her a peppercorn , requinng of her, 
as often as she looked at them, to remember the lessons which she 
learnt at the tune she received them 
In this manner Urad continued to be instructed , grcatlj' im- 
proving, as well in virtue and religion, as in comeliness and beauty, 
till she was near woman’s estate, so that Noun could scarcclj 
believe she was the mother of a daughter so amiable and graceful 
in person and manners Neither was Urad unskilled in the labours 
of the family^ or the silk-worm , for, Noun growing old and sickty, 
she almost constantly, by her industry, supported the whole 
cottage. 
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One evening, u Houadir was Icctnnng her attentive pnpil, Nonri, 
who lay nek on the straw bed, called Urad to her 

M 7 dear daughter, said Noon, I feel, alas 1 more for yon 
than myself while Honadir Irvea, yon witt have indeed a better 
mstructor than your poor mother was capable of bang nnto yon , 
btrt what will my mnocent lamb, my lovely Urad do, when she is 
left alone, the helpleaa prey of craft or power? Consider my 
dear child, that Allah would not send yon mto the world to be 
necessarily and nnavoidably wicked, therefore always depend tqnm 
the assistance of our holy Prophet when yon do nght, and let no 
orenmstance of life, nor any permasion, ever bus yon to live 
otherwise than according to die chaste and Tirtoons precepts of 
the rchgioni Honadir May Allah and the Prophet of the Faithfol 
ever bless and preaerve the innocence and chastity of my dutiful 
and affectionate Urad I " 

The widow Noun spoke not again , her breath for ever fled from 
Its confinement, and her body was delivered to the waters of the 
Tigris. 

The mconsolable Urad had now her most difficnit lesson to leam 
from the patient Honadir , and scarcely did she think it dntifal to 
moderate the violence of her gnet 

‘‘Sorrows,” said Honadir “O duteous Urad, which arise from 
sm or evil actions, cannot be assuaged without contntion or amend 
ment of life, there the soul is deservedly afflicted, and must feel 
before it can be cored todi sorrows may my amiable pupil never 
eipcnence 1 Bat the afflictions of mortality are alike the portions 
of pletyormiqinty It is necessary that we should be taught to part 
with the desirable thmgi of thu hfe by degrees, and that by the 
frequency of such losses our affections should be loosened from 
their earthly attldiments. While you continue good be not de- 
jected my obedient Urad , and remember it is one part of virtue 
to bear with patience and resignation the unaltersble decrees of 
Heaven, not but that I esteem your sorrow which arises from 
gratitude, duty and iffection. I do not teach my pupil to part 
with her dearest friaids without rehictancc, or wish her to be un- 
concerned at the loss of those who by a marveHoui love, have 
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sheltered her from all those storms which must have overwhelmed 
helpless mnocence. Only remember that your tears be the tears 
of resignation, and that your sighs confess a heart humbly yieldmg 
to His will who ordereth all thmgs accordmg to His infinite know- 
ledge and goodness ” 

“ O pious Houadir,” replied Urad, "just are thy precepts* it was 
Allah that created my best of parents, and Allah is pleased to 
take her from me , far be it from me, though an infinite sufferer, to 
dispute His wdl , the loss indeed wounds me sorely, yet will I 
endeavour to bear the blow with patience and resignation 

Houadir still contmued her kmd lessons and instructions, and 
Urad, ivith a decent solemnity, attended both her labours and her 
teacher, who was so pleased with the fiuits which she saw sprmg 
forth from the seeds of virtue that she had sown in the breast of 
her pupil, that she now began to leave her more to herself, and ex- 
horted her to set apart some portion of each day to pray to her 
Prophet, and frequent meditation and recollection of the rules she 
had given her, that so her mind might never be suffered to grow 
forgetful of the truths she had treasured up “ For,” said the pro- 
vident Houadir, " when it shall please the Prophet to snatch me 
also from you, my dear Urad will then have only the peppercorns 
to assist her ” 

" And how, my kind governess,” said Urad, " will those corns 
assist me ? ” 

" They will,” answered Houadir, ** each of them (if you remem- 
ber the precepts I gave you with them, but not otherwise), be 
serviceable m the times of your necessities ” 

Urad, with great reluctance, from that time was obliged to go 
without her evenmg lectures , which loss affected her much, for 
she knew no greater pleasure m life than hangmg over HouadiPs 
persuasive tongue, and hearing, with fixed attention, the sweet 
doctrmes of prudence, chastity, and virtue. 

As Urad, according to her usual custom (after having spent some 
few early hours at her employment), advanced toward the bed to 
call her kmd mstructress, whose mfirmibes would not admit her to 
nse betimes, she perceived that Houadir was nsen from her bed. 
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The young virgin waj omaied at the novelty of her inttructren** 
behaviour, especially as the seldom moved without oimtance, end 
hastened mto a little mclosure to look after her, but not finding 
Houadir there, she went to the noghboonng cottages, none of the 
inhabitants of which could give any account of the good old matron , 
nevertheless the annoni Urad continued her search, looking all 
tioTmd the woods and forest, and often peeping over the rocks of 
the 'Hgns, as fearful that some accident might have bcfidlen her 
In this fruitless labour the poor virgm fatigued herself, till the sun 
as bred of her tolls, refused any longer to assist her search, when, 
returning to her lonely cot, she spent the night m tears and lamenta' 
bonsL 

The helpless Urad now gave herself op entirely to gnef and the 
remembrance of her afiectioruLte mother added a double porbon oi 
sontnn to her heart: she neglected to open her lonely cottage, and 
went not forth to the tabouii of the silk wmro bnt, day aAer day 
with httle or no nounshmen^ she conunued weeping the lots of 
Houadir, her mild mstractress, and Noun, her afieAionate mother 

The naghbourmg cottagers, observing that Urad came no longer 
to the silk-wonns, and that her dwelling was daily shut up, after some 
bme knocked at her cottage, and demanded if Urad dongfater 
of Noun was lirmg. Urs^ seeing the concourse of peoi^e, came 
weepmg and trembling toward the door, and asked them the cause 
of &eir commg. 

“O Umd,* said her ndghboms, “we saw yon, not long ago, 
seekmg your friend Houadir and we feared yon also were misting, 
as you have neither appeared among us, nor abended your daily 
labours among the worms, who feed and provide for os by their 
snbtle splnnmg.* 

“ O my Ihendj,*' aa s w er e J Urad, “suficr a wretched mafd to de- 
plore the loss of her dearest friends. Kouri, from whose breasts 
I sacked my natural life, is now a pr^ to the vulture on the banks 
of the Tigns, and Houadn, firom whom I derive my better life, is 
passed away from me Hke a vision m the nigh t," 

Her rustic acquaintance laughed at these sorrows of the virgin 
Urad. “Altai said one, “ Urad gneves that now the has to work 
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for one, instead of three ” " Nay,” cned another, " I v, ish my old 

folks were as well bestowed.” “And I,” said a third, “were our 
house nd of the old-fashioned lumber that fills it at present (my 
superannuated father and mother), would soon bnng a healthy 
j'oung swam to supply their places with love and affection ” “Ay, 
true,” answered two or three more, “w’c must look out a clever 
young fellow for Urad, w'hom shall she ha\c?” “Oh, il that be 
^ all,” said a crooked old maid, who was famous for match making, 
“ I will send Darandu to comfort her, before night; and, il I mis- 
take not, he very w’ell know's his business ” “ Well, pretty Urad,” 

cned they all, “Darandu will soon be here he is fishing on the 
Tigris , and it is but just that the nver which has robbed you of 
one comfort, should give you a belter ” At this speech, the rest 
laughed very heartily, and they all ran away, ciying out, “Oh, she 
will do very well when Darandu approaches ” 

Urad, though she could despise the tnding of her country neigh- 
bours, yet felt an oppression on her heart at the name of Darandu, 
who w'as a youth of incomparable beauty, and added to the charms 
of his person an engaging air, wdiich w-as far above the reach of the 
rest of the country sw'ains, who lued on those remote banks of the 
Tigns “But, O Houadir, O Noun!” said the afilicted virgin to 
herself, “never shall Urad seek, in the arms of a lover, to forget 
the bounties and precepts of so kind a mistress and so uidulgent 
a parent ” 

These reflections burned the wTctched Urad into her usual 
sorroivful tram of thoughts, and she spent the rest of the day in 
tears and weeping, calling for ever on Noun and Houadir, and 
washing that tlie Prophet would permit her to follow them out of 
a world where she foresaw' neither comfort nor peace. 

In the midst of these melancholy meditations, she w'as disturbed 
by a knocking at the door Urad arose with trembling, and asked 
who was there 

“ It IS one,” answered a voice in the softest tone, “ who seeketh 
comfort and cannot find it, who desires peace, and it is far from 
him” 

“ Alas 1” ans>vered Urad, “few are the comforts of tins cottage, 
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and peace u a Btranger to thi* moarnful roof depart, O traveller, 
trhosocver thoa art, and mffer the disconaolate Urad to indulge m 
wrrowi greater than thotc from which yon wish to be relieYed." 

" Alas 1 " aniwered the voice without ”the gne£i of the beautiful 
Urad tie my gncfr, and the sottow* which afihct her, rend the 
aoul of the wretched Darandol" 

\VhateTcr may be the motive for this charitable visit, Uarando,” 
answered Urad, “ let me beseech yon to depart , for ill doe* it be- 
come a forlorn TOgm to adroit the convemation of the youths that 
futround her leave me, therefore, O swam ere want of decency 
make yon appear odion* m the *i(^t of the virgin* who inhabit the 
rocky bank* of the rapid Tigna.'* 

‘ To convmce the lovdy Umd* answered Darando “that I 
came to soothe her cares and condole with her in her losses (which 
I beard but this evening) I now will quit this dear spot, whl^ corv 
tams the treasure of my heart, as, however terrible the parting u 
to me, I rest satisfied that u pleases the frlr conqueror of my heart, 
whose peace to Darandu ts more preaous than the pomegranate m 
the sultry noon or the silver scales of ten thousand £tahe* enclosed 
m the nets of my sblfol comrade*." 

Darandu then left the door of the cottage, and Urad redmed 
on the bed till sleep finished her toil*, and for a tone released her 
from the severe afflictions of her unguarded situation. 

Early m the morning the fair Urad arose and directed her steps 
to the rocks of the Tign*, other Invited thither by the melancholy 
rtfleebons which her departed mother occasioned, or willmg to take 
a nearer and more unobserved view of the gentle Darandu. 

Darandu, who was just about to launch hts vessel mto the river, 
perceived the beauteous mourner on the rocks but he was too 
wen versed m love aflairs to take any notice of her he rather 
tamed from Urad, and endeavoured 1^ his behaviour to persuade 
her that he had not observed her for it was enough for him lo 
know that he was not indifrerent to her 

Urad, though she hardly knew the cause of her rooming walk, 
yet continued on the rocks till Darandu had taken m his net*, a nd , 
with hia companions, was steering up the stream b quest of the 
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fishes of the Tigns She then returned to her cottage, more irre- 
solute in her thoughts, but less than ever inclined to the labours 
of her profession 

At the return of the evening she was anxious lest Darandu 
should renew his visit — an anxiety which, though it arose from fear, 
was yet near allied to hope , nor was she less solicitous about pro- 
visions, as all her little stock was entirely exliausted, and she had 
no other prospect before her than to return to her labours, which 
her sorrows had rendered irksome and disagreeable to her 
"While she was meditating on these things, she heard a knocking 
at the door, which fluttered her little less than the fears of hunger 
or the sorrows of her lonely life 

For some time she had not courage to answer, till, the knocking 
being repeated, she famtly asked who was at the door 

“It IS Lahnar,” answered a female “Lahnar, your neighbour, 
seeks to give Urad comfort, and to condole ivith the distressed 
mourner of a mother and a fnend ” 

“ Lahnar,” answered Urad, “is then a fnend to the afflicted, and 
kindly seeks to alleviate the sorrows of the ivretched Urad.” 

She then opened the door, and Lahnar entered with a basket on 
her head 

“Kind Lahnar,” said the fair mourner, “leave your burden 'at 
the door, and enter this cottage of affliction Alas 1 alas ! there 
once sat Noun, my ever-affectionate mother, and there Houadir, my 
kind counsellor and director , but now are their seats vacant, and 
sorrow and gnef are the only companions of the miserable Urad 1” 
“Your losses are certainly great,” answered Lahnar, “but you 
must endeavour to bear them with patience, especially as they are 
the common changes and alterations of life Your good mother 
Noun hved to a great age, and Houadir, though a kind fnend, may 
yet be succeeded by one as amiable , but what I am most alarmed 
at, O Urad 1 is your manner of life We no longer see you busied 
among the leaves of the mulbemes, or gathenng the bags of silk, 
or prepanng them for the wheels. You purchase no provision 
among us , you seek no comfort m society , you live like the mole 
buned under tlie earth, which neither sees nor is seen,” 
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“ My » 0 Tr 0 Ta mde«d hitherto * replied Urad, " haTe prevented 
my Ub^ , hut to^norrow I ihaQ again me to my wonted employ 
luenL" 

“Bat even to-night," said lahnar “let my friend taVe some 
httle nouruhiaent, that the may n&e refreshed, for tasting will 
d^ect you as well u gnef and suffer me to partake with yon. 
And tec, m this basket I have brooght my provinoni, tome bofled 
nee, end a few fish, which my kmd brother Darandn brought me 
this evening from the nver Tigna." 

“ FjraitA me, kind lAhnar • answered Urad, ‘ but I must refuM 
your offer Gnef has dnven away appetite to aught but itself tar 
from me, and I am not soliotooi to take provisions which 1 cannot 
use." 

"At least," rephed Lahnar, ^permit me to nt beside you, and 
cat of what is here before ns.* 

Upon which, without other excuses, Lahnar emptied her basket, 
and set a bowl of nee and fish before Umd, and began to feed 
heartily on tiiat which she hod brought for benelf. 

Urad was tempted by hunger and the example of Lahnar to 
begm, but she was doubtful about tasting the fish of Darondu 
wherefore she first attempted the boiled nee, though her appetite 
was most inclmed to the fish, of which she at last ate very heartily, 
when the recollected that as she had partaken with I.ahnnr It was 
the same whatever part she accepted. 

lahnar havmg finished her meal, and advised Urad to think of 
tome methods of social life, took her leave, and left the unsettled 
virgm to meditate on her strange visitor 

Urad, tiiough confused, could not help exp re ssin g some pleasure 
at this vmt , for tudi is the blesamg of soae^, that it will always 
give comfort to those who have been disused to its aweet effects. 

But Urad, though pleased with the friendship of Lahnar, yet was 
confounded when, some few mmutes after, she perceived her again 
returning. 

" What,* said Urad, “bnngs back Lahnar to the sorrows of this 
cottage?" 

" Urad," said Lahnar, " 1 will rest with my friend to-mght, for 
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the shades of night cast horrors around, and I dare not disturb my 
father’s cottage by my late approach.” 

But as soon as she had admitted Lahnar, she perceived that it 
was Darandu disguised m Lahnar’s clothes Urad, greatly terrified, 
recollecting her lost fnend Houadir, felt for a peppercorn, and let 
It fall to the ground 

A violent rapping was m a moment heard at the cottage, at 
which Urad uttered a loud exy, and Darandu, u ith shame and con 
fusion, looked trembling toward the door 

Urad ran forward and opened it, when the son of Houadrr 
entered, and asked Urad the reason of her cnes 

“O thou blessed angel!” said Urad, “this nicked vTctch is 
disguised m his sister’s clothes ” 

But Darandu was fled, as guilt is ever fearful, mean, and base 
“Now, Urad,” said the son of Houadir, “before you close your 
doors upon another man, let me resume my former features ” 
Upon which Urad looked, and beheld her old fnend Houadir 
At the sight of Houadir, Urad nas equally astonished and abashed. 
“Why blushes, Urad?” said Houadir 

“ How, O genius,” said Urad, “for such I percen e thou art — hon 
IS Urad guilty ? I invited not Darandu hither I nishednotforhim ” 
“ Take care,” answered Houadir, “ nhat you say If } ou wished 
not for him, you hardly ivished him away, and, but for your im- 
prudence, he had not entered your home Consider hon have 
your days been employed since I left you ? Hai c you continued 
to watch the labours of the silk-worm ? Have you repeated the 
lessons I gave you? or has the time of Urad been consumed in 
idleness and disobedience? Has she shaken off her dependence 
on Mahomet, and indulged the unavailing sorrows of her heart ? ” 
“Alas!” answered the fair Urad, “repeat no more, my ever- 
honoured Houadir I have indeed been guilty, under tlie mask of 
love and affection , and I now plainly see the force of your first 
rule, that idleness is the beginning of all evil and nee. Yes, my 
dearest Houadir, had I attended to your instructions I had given 
no handle to Darandu’s insolence, but yet methinks some sorrows 
were allowable for the loss of such a mother and such a fnend " 
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“Sorrows * answered Honadir, “proceed from the hetit, and, 
totally indnlged, sooii require a change aud Y i o Mi tude in our 
minds, whe^ore, m the midst of your griefs, your feet mvolun 
tarily wandered after IHrandu, and your soul, softened by idle 
nghs, was the more easfly impressed by the deceits of his tongue. 

“ But ihn remember O Urad — for I roust, I find, repeat an old 
mstfuction to you — ttmt of all things in the world, nothmg should 
so tnudi engage a woman t attention as the avenues wbi^ lead to 
her heart Such are the wiles and deceits of men, that they are 
rarely to be trusted With the most advanced post give them but 
footing, though that footmg be innocent, and they will work night 
■tiH day tin their wishes are accomplished- Trust not, therefor^ 
to yourself aloue, uoc cuffec your heart to plead in their fisvour, 
lest It become os much your enemy as the tempter, mam Place 
your secanty m flight, and avoid every e^ lest it lead you into 
danger, for hard it ii to turn the head aud lock backward when 
a bautiful or agreeable object u before you. Remember my m* 
itrucdoni, 0 Urad I make a prudent use of your peppercorns, and 
leave this place, which holds a man sensible of your folly and re- 
solute m hi8 own dark and subtle mtentions.* 

Urad was about to thank Bouadir but the genius was fled, and 
the eyelids of the monung were opening m the east 
Urad, m a httle wallet packed up her small stock of necessaries, 
and, full of terror and full of uncertarnty struck mto the forest, and 
without reflection took the widest path that offered. And first, h 
was her care to repeat over deliberately the lessons of Houidir 
She then travelled slowly forward, often looking, and fearing to 
behold the wicked Darandu at her heels. 

After walking throu^ the forest for the greater part of the day 
she came to a steep descent, on each side overshadowed with lofty 
trees , this the wa^ed down, and came to a small spot of ground 
surrounded by hills, woods, and rocka. Here she found a spring 
of water and sat down on the g^rass to refresh herielf after the 
tmrels of the day 

As Urad i meal was almost at on end *he heard various voices 
issuing from the woods ou the hili* opposite to that which she 
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came down. Her little heart beat quick at this alarm , and recol- 
lecting the advice of Houadir, she began to repeat the lessons of 
her instructress, and ere long she perceived through the trees 
several men commg down the hill, who, at sight of her, gave a 
loud halloo, and ran forward, each bemg eager who should first 
seize the prize 

Urad, trembling and sighing at her danger, forgot not to drop 
one of her peppercorns, and immediately she found herself changed 
into a pismire, and with great pleasure she looked for a hole m the 
ground, and crept mto it 

The robbers, coming down to the bottom of the vale, were sur- 
prised to find their pnze eloped, but they divided into separate 
bodies, resolved to hunt till night, and then appointed that little 
vale as the place of rendezvous 

Urad, perceivmg that they were gone, wished herself into her 
onginal form, but alas ' her wish was not granted, and the once 
beautiful Urad still contmued an ugly pismire, 

I.ate at night the robbers returned, and the moon shining bnght, 
reflected a gloomy horror upon their despamng faces Urad shud- 
dered at the sight of them, though so well concealed, and dared 
hardly peep out of her hole — so difficult is it to forget our former 
fears The gang resolved to spend the rest of the mght in that 
place, and therefore unloaded their wallets, and spread their mne 
and provisions on the banks of the spring, grumbling and cursing 
each other all the time for their unfortunate search. 

Urad heard them lamenting their ill fortune with the utmost 
horror and mdignation, and praised continually the gracious Allah 
who had rescued her from such inhuman wretches , while they with 
singing and drmkmg spent the greatest part of the night, and wish- 
mg that their comrades m the other part of the forest had been 
with them , at length falling mto drunkenness and sleep, they left 
the world to silence and peace 

Urad, finding them fast asleep, crawled out of her hole, and 
gomg to the first, she stung him m each eye, and thus she went 
round to them all 

The poison of the little pismue working in their eyes, m a short 
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time occasicmed them to awtke in the utmost tortores , and pa 
camg they were blmd, and feeling the pam, they each supposed 
hii neighbour h ad blinded htm m orda to get away with the booty 
Thtt *0 enraged them that, feclmg about, they fell upon one anotha, 
and in a ihort tune almost die whole gang was dcJnolished. 

Urad beheld with astomihment the effect of ha rtmgi, and at 
a wish resumed ha prutine fonn, saying at the same time to he^- 
lelfi “ I now perceiTe that Prtmdcnce u able by the most mtign> 
ficantmeani to work the greatest puiposea." 

Continuing ha journey through die forest, she waa terribly afraid 
of meeting with ^ second band of robboa, and therefore she 
directed ha atepi with the greatest caution and circumspection 

Af she walked forward, and cast ha eyes all around, and stopjScd 
at eroy motion of the wmd, the aaw the son of Honadm coming 
to meet ha m the path m which she was trareHing. 

At this ngjit Urad ran toward him, and with joy begged ha old 
gOTemeu would unmask berseli^ and entertam her with instmctum 
and penuasioiL. 

" No, my dear child," answered the aon of Houadir, “ that I 
cannot do at present , the tune u sot as yet come. I will first, 
as you have been tried, lead you to the palace of the Genu of the 
Forest, and present your unspotted mnocence before them , fiat, 
O my sweet Urad, ray hearenly pupil 1 " aaid he,.kisaing and tuVmg 
ha in his arms, “your virtue u taM , I have found you worthy U 
the lessons whidi I give you. I foresaw evfla rm ght b efall you, 
and therefore I took pity on your innocence, and lived with Nouri 
your motha, that I might tram up my beloved Urad m the patKs 
of virtue , and now your trial is past, Urad ihall enjoy the happi- 
neu of a genius." 

Urad, though somewhat confounded at Houadir^ embrace unda 
the appearance of a man, yet with great humility thanked ha bene- 
factor , and the son of Houadir, turning to the left, led "prad mto 
a httlc by-path, so conc ea l e d that few, if any, migh t era find its 
begummg. Afta a long walk through viiioui tunongs and intri- 
cate wmdingi, they came to a small mean cottage, where, the aon 
of Houadir leading the way, Urad followed. 

W 
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The son of Houadir striking fire with his stick, a bnght flame 
arose from the centre of the flhor, into winch he cast divers herbs, 
and repeating some enchantments, tlie back part of the cottage 
opened and presented to the view of Urad a beautiful dome, where 
she saw sitting round a table a numerous assembly of gay persons 
of both sexes. 

The son of Houadir, leading in Urad, said, “This, my dear 
pupil, is the assembly of the Genu of the Forest ” And, presenting 
her to the company, “ Behold,” said he, “ the beautiful and well- 
tned Urad But here you may cast off your reserve, fair maid, 
and indulge in the innocent pleasures of the Genii of the Forest” 

The son of Houadir then led her to the table, and seated her 
on the same sofa with himself The remainder of the day was 
spent m mirth and pleasure. 

Urad, havmg never beheld anything splendid or magnificent, 
was greatly delighted at the gay company and beautiful saloon, 
nor did she receive the caresses of the son of Houadir reluctantly 

At night, Urad was shoivn a glonous apartment to rest m, and 
the son of Houadir attended her. 

“My dear Houadir,” said Urad, “when shall I behold your 
proper shape ? When shall I see you as my tutelary genius ? ” 

“That,” answered tlie son of Houadir, “I shall be in every 
shape , but call neither one nor the other my proper shape , for to 
a genius all shapes are assumed neither is this my proper shape, 
nor the wnnkles of an old woman. But, to confess the truth, 
O beautiful Urad, from the first moment of your birth I resolved 
to make you my bride, and therefore did I so patiently Match your 
growmg years, and instruct you in the fear of vice and the love of 
virtue ” 

Urad, astonished at the words of the son of Houadir, knew not 
what answer to make , but tlie natural timidity of her sex, and the 
strangeness of the proposal, filled her with strange apprehensions 
However, she begged at least that the genius would, for a time, 
leave her to herself 

“ No, my lovely Urad,” answered the son of Houadir, “ never, 
never, will thy faithful genius leave thee * ” 
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“■Why" iaid Uiad, “didrt thou bestow to maoy pcp p eiconu 
Dpon u they now will become usdesi ? ” 

“ Not nsclesi,* said the wm of Hooadir " they are mdeed htdo 
pi e s a vaU reg against danger bat I have the feeds of some melons 
which win not only rescue you, but always preserve you from bantu 
Here, feithful Urad,* conUnued take these feeds, and, when 
ever yon are fearfol, swallow one of these, and no dangers shall 
forround yom* 

Uad thankfully recerred the seeds. 

“ And what,® said she, ‘ must I do with the peppercorns? ■ 

« Give them," sud the son of Honadir, “ to me, and I will endue 
them with t li ong er virtnei, and thou shalt by them have power 
also over others, as well as to defend thysel£" 

Urad pulled the peppercorns out of her bag and presented 
them to the son of Houadtr whose eyes flashed with joy at the 
fight, and he fanmediatdy thrust them bto the folds of his gar 
mentL 

“ 0 son of Honadir, what bast thou done ? ® said UouL 
“ I have," answered the ilse son of Houidb, “ gained the full 
possession of my lovely Urad, and now address her m my 
proper shape.® So saymg, he resomed bis natural flgice, and 
became like a satyr of the wood. 

“ I am,” said he, ‘ O beautifol Urad, the enchanter Repah, who 
range in the sohtnde of be forest of the Tigris. You 1 saw but 
rounded by the influence of the genius Houadir and therefore 
was obliged to use artifice to gam you as my wife.® 

The poor deluded victim, with tears in her eyes, implored his 
mercy and forbearance, but he laughed at her tears, and told her 
her eyes glittired the brighter for them. 

Urad, m her despair again put her hands mto the bag whence 
•he had fatally resigned the peppercorns, and felt about m agony 
for her lost treasure. And now finding none, and perceiving bat- 
the genius Houadir attended not to her cnes, she was drawmg out 
her hand when, m a comer of the bag, she felt one peppercorn, 
which had before escaped her search 

She instantly drew U out, and, browing it on be ground, bo 
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enchanter stood motionless before her , the apartments vanished, 
and she found herself with him m a dark hut, with various kinds 
of necromantic instruments about her. 

Urad, though fearful, yet was so much overcome with fatigue 
and fnght that she sank on the ground , and, happily for her, the 
enchanter was m no condition to persecute her 

“ Curse on my folly,” said he, as he stood fixed to the ground, 
“that I neglected to ask for the bag itself which held the gifts of 
the genius Houadir ! her pretty pupil had then been my slave, in 
spite of the many fine lessons she had been taught by that pitiful 
and enthusiastic genius , but now by chance, and not by the merit 
of thy virtues, or thy education, art thou delivered from my se- 
raglio. But this gneves me not so much to lose a sickly girl as 
that I find a supenor power condemns me to declare to you the 
causes of your error 

“ Know, then, Urad — I speak not from myself, but He speaks 
who, firom casual evil, can work out certain good — He forces me to 
declare that no specious appearance, no false colours, should in- 
clme the virtuous heart to listen to the wiles of deceit , for evil 
then comes most temble when it is cloaked under friendship Why, 
then, had Urad so great an opinion of her oivn judgment as to con- 
fide m the false appearance of the son of Houadir when she might 
have consulted her faithful monitors? The falling of a peppercorn 
would have taught her to trust to no appearances, nor would she 
have parted with her peppercorns, which were to refresh in her 
memory the sentiments of virtue, chastity, and honour — no, not 
to Houadir herself No adviser can be good who would destroy 
what he himself has first inculcated , and no appearance ought to 
bias us to receive as truths those things which are contrary to 
virtue and religion. How, then, did Urad keep to the instructions 
of Houadir?” 

Thus spoke the enchanter, and no more , his mouth closed up, 
and he stood fixed and motionless And Urad, finding her spirits 
somewhat recovered, hastened out of the hut, and perceived that 
it was mommg 

She had now po more peppercorns to depend upon , wherefore 
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ihe cned to Hotiadir to rccconr her, but the genioa wo deaf to 
her entreaties. 

"Poor miserable wretch!" said tJnui to hersclli ‘‘what will be- 
come of thee, inclosed m a forest throogh which thon knowest no 
path? Bat," continned she, "why should I not examme the 
enchanter, who perhaps u yet immovable m the cottage? I saw 
him fold them m the plaits of his garments, and th^ may yet 
become mine." 

So nymg, she r etur ned to the hut, when entering, the Tery 
sight of the dumb enchanter affrighted her so much, that it was a 
long time btfore she could venture near him. At length she pot 
out her hand, and pulled forth her beloved pcppercotna, the en 
dunter standing mohouless. 

Away fiew ITrad like lightning from the hut, and tan till she 
had again reached the road from which she had been decoyed. 

She continued her joonieying for icren days, feeding on the 
fruits of the forest, and sleeping in the densest thickets. 

The eighth day, as she was endearouitng to pass a ford where 
a small rmilet had been -swelled by the rams, she perceived a large 
body of horsemen ndmg through the woods, and doubted not that 
it was the remainder of the gang of robben whom she had before 
met with. 

TJrad was now in some measure recondled to danger, and 
therefore, without much fear dropped a peppercorn, and expected 
relief. 

The peppercorn had been dropped some tnne, the horsemen 
advanc^ and no one appeared to hex succour 

“Alas I* said ■Utad,“i^y has Houadir deceived me? Nchhei 
her advice, nor her magical pcppercoins, can save me from 
emd robben. 0 genius, genioj I why hast thou forsaken me m 
my severest trials I " 

By this tnoe^thetobbess woTxome up, and wemhi|^ r^oiccd 
to find such a beautifiil piixe.. 

Thor captam leaped 'fromiUs’hoisc to scue her, said the trem- 
bhng Urad-gaveailoud-shnek, which was answered from the woods 
by therottzutg of a hundred lions. 
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“ O Allah/’ said the chief, “ the lions are upon us ! ” 

“ That may be,” said he who was dismounted ; “ but were the 
whole world set against me, I would secure my prize ” So saying, 
he took Urad in his arms to place her on his horse. 

The roanng of the lions continued, and many of them came 
howling out of the woods the robbers fled in dismay, all but the 
ruffian who had seized on the fair Urad, who was stnving in vain 
to fix her on his horse A lion funously made at him, and tore 
him hmb from limb, while Urad expected the same fate firom 
several others who came roanng around 

“ But,” said she, “ better is death than mfamy, and the paw of 
the hungry lion, than slavery to a robber.” 

The noble beast, having devoured his prey, came fawning at 
the feet of Urad, who was surpnsed at his behaviour and gentle- 
ness j but much more was her astonishment mcreased when she 
heard him speak. 

“ O virgin (for none other can experience the assistance of oht 
race, or stand unhurt before us), I am the King and Sovereign of 
these mighty forests, and am sent by the genius Houadir to thy 
protection But why did the distrustful Urad despair, or why did 
she accuse Providence of deserting her? should not the relieved 
wait wuth patience on the hand that supports him, and not cry out 
with impatience, and charge its benefactor with neglect ? ” 

“ True, O royal lion,” answered the fair Urad , “ but fear is irre- 
sistible, and the children of men are but weakness and ingratitude. 
But blessed be Allah, who, though justly provoked at my discon- 
tent, yet sent to my assistance the guardian of the fair Yet how 
cometh it to pass, O royal protector, that you, who are so bold 
and so fierce in your nature, should yet behave with such tender- 
ness and kindness to a helpless virgin, whom you might with 
pleasure to yourself m a moment devour ? ” 

“The truly great and noble spint,” answered the hon, “takes a 
pnde m protecting mnocence, neither can he wish to oppress it 
Hence learn, fair virgm, that of all mankind he only is noble, 
generous, and truly virtuous, who is ready to defend helpless 
womanhood. What, then, must you thmk of those mean wretches 
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who cajole jrou under the appearance of alTectloD, and yet tell yon 
that it was only to try yon ? He that is suspicions is mean : he 
that is mean is unworthy of the chaste alTcclions of the nrtnoai 
maid. tSTicrcfore, O Urad,«hnn him, howerer honoured by roan* 
kind, or covered by the speciotts dmacten of virtue, whoercr 
attempts the honour of your chastity, for he cannot be just: to 
deceive yon he nrast hhnself swear (alsety, and therefore cannot 
be good , or if he tell the troth, he most be weak and ungencroos, 
and unworthy of yon.* 

In snch co nvc m tiOD they passed along the forest, 131, alter a 
few days, they were alarmed at the noise of the hnnlcit and the 
mnsic of the chase. 

“Alas!*" said ihebcantifol Und, ”what la this that I hear?* 
"It Is," answered the royal beast, “the noise of the hnnlen, 
and then tholt escape, bni tnc sriH they in sport destroy The 
lion yon caH cracl, who kills to derour ItTiot, then, is he who 
wantons (n the death of those who adrantagt him not? But man 
ts lord of all let him look to it how he governs I* 

"hay but," answered Urad, “least me gwlle prolceiof, and 
provide for your mfety, nor fear bnl Honadir will prevent the 
storms that hover over from breaking upon me." 

"No," answered the royal beast, * the has commanded me to 
fo3ow yon l31 I tec her presence , and where can I belter ucriGcc 
tny life than in the service of chastity and rutne?" 

The hnnteri were now in sight, but advanced not towards the 
bon , they turned Ihor counen aside, and only one of supenor 
mien, with tcversl auendaals, rode towards UraA 
The bon erecting hh mane, his eyes glowing with vivid light 
nlngs, drew up the wide sinews of Hs broad back, and wnb 
wnihM tont leaped towards him. who seemed to have. iJae. 
command. 

The horseman, per cei ving his intention, poised his spear in hts 
right hand, and spur red Hs courser to meet him. 

Ert the royal beast had reached the horseman, the rider threw 
bis spear, which, entering between the forepaws of the bon nailed 
him to the ground. The enraced animal tore his paw from the 
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ground , but the spear still remained in his foot, and the anguish 
of the wound made him shake the whole forest with his lordly 
toanngs 

The stranger then rode up to the fair Urad, whom viewing, he 
cned out, By Allah ! thou art worthy of the seragho of the Vizier 
Mussapulta. take her, my eunuchs, behind you, and bear her 
through the forest of Bagdad, to the home of my ancestors ” 

The eunuchs obeyed, and bore her away, though Urad dropped 
het cotn Upon the ground, but stdl she trusted in the help of 
Houadir 

The Vizier Mussapulta then ordered that one of his slaves 
should stay behind, and destroy and bury the hon, which he 
tommanded to be done With the utmost caution, as Almurah had 
made a decree that if any subjects should wound, maim, or destroy 
any hon in his forests, the same should be put to death. 

The eunuchs bore away Urad to the seragho, taking her through 
by-ways to the palace of the Vizier, lest her shneks should be 
heard Mussapulta followed at a distance, and the slave was left 
mth the tortured and faithful lion 

In a few hours they reached the palacej and Urad, bemg con- 
ducted to the seragho, was ordered to be dressed, as the Vizier 
mtended visitmg her 

Urad was thunderstruck at the news, and now began to fear 
Houadir had forgotten her, and resolved, as soon as the eunuchs 
had left her, to drop a second peppercorn But poor Urad had 
forgotten to take her bag from her old garments, which the women 
who dressed her had earned away. She dissolved in fresh tears 
at this piece of carelessness 

“ Well,” said she, “ surely Houadir will neglect me, if I so easily 
neglect myself ” 

She waited that night with fear and tremblmg , but no Vizier 
appeared. 

This eased her greatly, and the next day, when the eunuchs 
Came, they informed her that Mussapulta had that evening been 
sent by the Sultan to quell an msurrection,'and that they did not 
eitpect him home under twenty days 
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Dunng ilu5 Uuie do paitu were ipared with Urad to teach her 
the accoTDpIishmeDts of the country, all which, in spite of her 
nnwiQingnexs to learn in tadi a detestable place, ihe nevertheless 
acquired with the utmost ease and Ciahty 

The msurrection bemg quelled, the Vizier re turn ed, and, not 
unmindful of hu fair captive, ordered that she might be prepared 
for hii reception in the evenrog 

Accordingly Urad was sumptuously adorned with jewels and 
brocades, and looked more beaunfnl than the fairest Circassian , 
and the digmty of her virtue added such a grace to her charms, 
that even her keepers, the eunuchs, dared not look upon her In 
the CTcnlng ihe chief eunuch led her Into the presence of Mussa- 
pultJL She shrank from him with horror 

"What I” said he, "cannot a fortnights pleasure in this palace 
efface the remembrance of your so rro ws ? But be gay end cheer 
fuh for know that the VLoer Mumpulta esteems you beyond any 
of htf whres." 

"The esteem of a robber, the esteem of a bwlesi ranger," 
answoed Urad, " charms not the cars of virtue." 

*' What," said Mussapulta, sternly, " dost thou refuse my proffered 
love? Then shall thou die I Slay this proud maiden m my sight. 
Cut off her head at once." 

The cunudi hesitated. 

"Why," said the proud Vizier, "do you deby to obey mo?" 

As he said this an eunuch came running m haste, crying, " The 
Sultan, the Saltan Almuiah, approaches I" 

All was instant confusion. 5fussapaltntUTied pale and trembled. 
He ordered the eunuch to release the f^ Urad, and at that moment 
the fohhM lion entered with the Sultan Almunh. 

The lion mstantly seized on the Vitier Mussapulta, and tore 
him limb from limb. Yet ^e generous animal irould not defile 
himself with the carets^ but with great wrath tossed the bloody 
remains among the females of the lemglia 

Ahnunh commanded Urad to advance, and at the sight of 
her, 

"O royal beast," said he to the lion, "I wonder not that thou 
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wert unable to describe the beauties of this lovely maid, since they 
are almost too dazzlmg to behold O virtuous maid,” contmued 
Almurah, ‘‘whose excellencies I have heard from this faithful atnmal, 
if thou canst deign to accept of the heart of Almurah, thy Sultan 
will be the happiest of mankind , but I swear, by my unalterable 
will, that no power on earth shall force or distress you.” 

“ Oh,” sighed Urad, “ royal Sultan, you honour your poor slave 
too much , yet happy should I be were Hoiiadu here ! ” 

As she spoke, die genius Houadir entered the room , the face 
of the sage mstructress stiU remained, but a glowing splendour 
surrounded her, and her walk was majestic and commandmg 
Almurah bowed to the ground, Urad made obeisance, and the rest 
fell prostrate before her. 

“My advice,” said Houadir, “is necessary now, O Urad, nor 
ought young virgms to enter into such engagements without coun- 
sel and the approbation of those above them, how splendid and 
lucrative soever the union may appear I, who know the heart of 
Almurah, the servant of Mahomet, know him to be virtuous some 
excesses he has been guilty of, but they were chiefly owmg to his 
villanous Vizier, Mussapulta.” (Here the hon gave a dreadful 
roar) “Against your command, Almurah, did he wound this 
animal, which I endowed with speech for tlie service of Urad, to 
teach her that strength and nobleness of soul would always support 
the mnocent 

“ Mussapulta havmg wounded him, commanded his slave to put 
the royal beast to death , but I gave the slave bowels of mercy, 
and he earned him home to his cottage till the wound was healed, 
when the hon, faithful to his trust, came towards you as you were 
hunting, and being endowed with speech, declared the miqmty of 
Mussapulta — but he is no more 

“ Now, Urad, if thy mmd mdme to Almurah, receive his vows, 
but give not thme hand where thy heart is estranged, for no splen- 
dour can compensate the want of affection,” 

“If Almurah, my gracious lord,” answered Urad, “will swear 
m three things to do my desire, his handmaid will be happy to 
serve him ” 
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*1 swear antwcred the fond Almntah. *'Haclst thon three 
thcmsand desire*, Ahnuiah would satisfy them or die." 

* What strange thmga,'’ said Hcraadir “hu XJrad to lat of the 
Saltan Almarah?” 

Whatever they are, gntdoas gemos,® said Almnrah, “Urad, 
the lovely Urod, may command me.* 

"Then,® said Uiad, "first I require that the poor Inhabitants 
of the forest be restored to them nabre lands, whence thou hast 
driven them.” 

"By the great ADah, and Mahomet the Prophet of the just,” 
tnswrred Almiirah, " the deed was proposed and exeented the 
tillam Mussapnlta 1 Yes, my lovdly Uiad shall be obeyed. But 
now, Urad,” contmned the ^tan, * ere ytm proceed m your re- 
quests, let me mate one sacrifice to chastity and justice, by Vowing 
in the presence of the good gemot Hooadir, to ditmlss my seiagbo, 
and tiie thee only for my wife.® 

" So noble a maifice,* answered Ilrad, "demands ruy utmost re- 
tums , wherefore, beneficent Sultan, I release thee from any farther 
conqthance with my requests.® 

"Lovely Urad,” said Ahnurah, permit me then, to dive fnto 
your thoughts — yes, by your kind glance* on that noble beast, I 
percetve you meditated to ask some bounty for your deliverer He 
shall, fiur virgin, be honoured as Unuis guardian, and the friend 
of Almuxah , he shall hve in my royal palace, with slaves to attend 
him and, that his reft may not be in^onous or his life nseless, 
once ever y year shall those who hare mjored tiie innocent be 
ddivered up to ins honest rage." 

TTie lovely Uiad fell at the feet of her Sultan, and blessed him 
for tm fiiTours and the aage Houadir apprO"rcd of Uiad i request 
and the promises of Almur^ The bon came and licked the feet 
of his benefactoa , and the genius Houadir, at parting, poured 
her blessiDgi on the royal pair 





vs 




■'* ^‘•'5^^S*^sSX-^'~" 


§,Ii:6f:^ar mtb SiTtantcfbbie. 


B HERE lived once on a time, in the province of Khorassan, 
a rich merchant, to whom, in his sixtieth year, a son 
was born, and he called his name Alischar Fifteen 
years afterwards the father died, but not without giving his son, in 
the hour of death, many excellent advices and moral instructions 
as to his conduct through life Alischar buned his father, and not 
long afterwards his mother also, and began to exercise diligently 
the trade which his parents had bequeathed to him In this way 
a whole year was spent, without the least departure from the wise 
course of behaviour which his father had prescnbed for him in his 
last moments But, unfortunately, ere many weeks more were 
gone, he fell into the company of certam vicious people, who 
seduced him into a life of such luxury and extravagance, that in a 
short time the money the old man had left him was entirely spent. 
Proceeding m the same follies, he by-and-bye was obliged to part 
with the shop itself, — the household furniture followed, — and, m 
a word, Alischar was left without anythmg he could call his own, 
except the bare roof over his head and the clothes upon his back. 
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HiTing nothing ■wherewithal to itiD the craving* of hanger, the 
jonth Tpl gh t now be teen daily roaming about the streeti, and 
UtUess. One day m thli aad condition he wu loitering about In 
the great square of the aty, when hli attentxm was attracted by a 
crowd of people, who tectned to be gathered around one who told 
some merdundise by auction. He drew near, and mnang among 
the assemblage, taw that the busmen wu the tiling of a beanUfid 
young slave, who stood In the midst with a form of the most faso* 
natmg elegance, cheeks that outshone the rose, and beauty more 
diwlmg than the reSecdon of the hill moon in a fountain of dis- 
solved pearls. Scarcely had he looked upon her ere love seued 
him and mastered him , be knew not wh^ to do or to say,, but 
remained like a stone in the midst of the crowd, gaang The 
bystanders, who were Ignorant that Allschar bad so soon dissipated 
his patnmony never doubted that he bad come b order to be a 
bidder for the beautiful slave. The cnermored bis situation 10 as 
to stand nght opposite to him, with the gui m his hand and began 
to call out the usual words more loudly than before, ** Ye rich mcr 
chants, ye honourable wholesale dcalcra, gentlemen aD of worth 
and condition, what say ye for this brunette slave, who n the mis- 
tress of the moon of heaven, whose name is called Smamgdbe, 
and whose £une Is purer than the pearl b the depths of the Ked 
Sea? Say your bidding, peat and smalL" 

At first five hundred and twenty five ducats were offered , but 
immediately there came forward on old man, by name Beschaded 
din, shapeless m his form and sbufBing m his gait, — the aversion 
of every eye that rested on him- This old man came forward across 
the market place, and offered without hesitation a thousand ducats. 

The CTier cast hii eyes around, but the fonnet bidders renuaned 
silent, and then asked the master of the slave if be was ladsfied 
with this offer. 

“I am," said the merchant, “but upon condition that the girl 
herself is so also, for 1 have sworn to her that she be told 
to no one for whoie service she does not herself feel an mdination." 

Upon this the cner turned to the girl and asked her what she 
had to lay to the matter She cast her bright eyes upon the hat©- 
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fill old man, and replied, “ Know ye not the verse of the old poet, 
how he says ; 

“ * Grey hairs were never formed to give me delight. 

Sooner would I twist my fingers amidst the dead leaves 

That are about to fall firom the tree, when the wmd of winter is blowing? ’ ” 

“You are right,” said the auctioneer, laughing (and the master 
of the slave re-echoed his laugh and his answer) , “let us see whe- 
ther we cannot light upon a younger bidder " 

With that there drew near a man whose years were not few, but 
he had dyed his beard and moved tnppingly He also offered a 
thousand ducats , but at that moment Smaragdme began to recite 
as from the book of some poet, but the verses were m truth her own 

‘ ‘ Say to hun thut dyes his beard, that I love not the false. 

Deception is m him that conceals the works of God and Time. 

He that disguises his countenance, how shall one put faith m his words?’ ” 

A thud now came forward, but unfortunately he was one-eyed 
The slave regarded him, and quoted, or seemed to quote, without 
hesitation, 

“ ‘ Avoid the one-eyed lover, maiden , 

How shall he be thy safe guardian, fair woman ? 

Will he love thee better than the apple of his eye ? ’ ” 

“I^ok round you,” said the cner, “is there none here that 
pleases you better ? ” And with this he pomted to a short stout 
man whose beard was of unusual dimensions. 

“ Fie I ” said the slave, “ this is he whom the poet had m his 
eye when he sang, 

“ ‘ Providence has given my adorer too great an allowance of beard. 

This bush resembles the mght of wmter — long, black, and cold.’ ” 

“ Choose for yourself, gul,” said the auctioneer, laughing more 
heartily than before , “ I pray you look round upon all the cucle 
of the bystanders ” 

The slave cast her eyes slowly around the company, and at last 
rested them upon Alischar, whose appearance had charmed her 
from the first moment 

“ hlr Cner,” said she, “ I will belong to no one but this hand 
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lorac jronng man. It u of him that the poet was thmVing when 
he wrote those tctscs 1 

^ Sorrow cod pda fi; from tbt tortBaea of Us coon tn anct. 

And ptem tbc of tbe mddeu every one. 

NVby are tliey oot veiled deeply over tbe eyes ? 

Wby cooit they dectrocuoalaptbc opoo hlibcanty? 

Tb« breclh of bb Bp ^ ^ odoor of c iy r ih cod camphor 

McB ibnder him t bat the stooo tbes la bccvco, who will then bdlcvt 
tVaf there b dtrkocss? 

^Vhen she ceased from her reataikm, her master drew near to 
AIttchar, and said, ‘ Fnend, jon see what a wonder of beatity, 
education, and eloquence this dave is, and, if yon gotsneh a trea 
sure for a thousand ducats, be assortd you were a most fortonate 
man. I swear to yon that she can read the Koran in seven difloent 
metbodj>~tbat she excels eqoally in seven difTerest styles of pen 
manship— that the embroiden to admmUon in tiO:, m silver, and 
in gold— and that you will toon get yoor money out of her, if it 
were but by the sale of her works in the market place.* 

Tbe cner also pnt m his word. " O sir " quoth he to Aliscbar it 
u obvious that Providence has an cspeoal kindness for yon she 
it a pearl and a jewel. You are about to be the happiest of men.* 

Alischar could not help smilbg when he heard all this. 

“Howl" said he to hfantclf, “last night I went suppciless to 
bed, and yet these people all Cincy I am m a condition to pay a 
thousand ducau for a diuk-eyed slave 1 ” 

He shook lus head, for be would fain escape the pam of saying 
openly that he was too poor to think of such a purchase. 

“ Quick • said the bcauUfui slave, * let me speak to the young 
man mysclf I must talk to him a little m private, for I am deter 
mined that he, and he only shall buy me." 

The cner took her by the band, imd leading her to Alischar, 
retired a few paces to allow them opportumty of convcnation. 

“ Amiable young man 1 “ whispered she to the youth, “ will yog 
not buy me?" 

Alischar shook his head wowfuUy 




528 


ALISCHAR AND SMARAGDINL 


“Aha!” said she, “I have it Perhaps you think I am too 
dear? Will you give nine hundred ducats for me ? ” 

“No” 

“ Eight hundred ? ” 

“ No ” 

“Seven hundred?” 

“ No, no ” 

And m this way she came dovTi to one hundred ducats, receiving 
always the same melancholy monosyllabic in reply 

“ I have not a hundred ducats in the world,” said Alischar, and 
a deep sigh came from his breast 

“Perhaps you could give ninety — eighty — seventy?” 

At last he could not help himself, and whispered in her car, — 
“ Angel of light 1 ” said he, “ I have neither gold nor silver, not to 
talk of ducats , I have not a penny in the world you must find 
another purchaser ” 

“Do what I bid you,” answers she “Take hold of my hand, 
and kiss me on the side of the cheek, for that is the signal of the 
bargain bemg completed” 

Alischar, scarcely conscious of his proceedings, obeyed the girk 
The mstant afterwards she drew a purse from her bosom, and said, 
“ Take that, ray love , you will find a thousand ducats m it . pay 
nme hundred to my master for nii and lead your new slave home 
with all speed ” 

IVhen they came to the house th^re was neither bed, sofa, table, 
nor dish in it The slave instantly sent Alischar to the market to 
get a few necessary moveables and provisions He did what she 
bade him Smaragdine forthwiti: pul the house in the nicest order, 
and set about dressing a little sapper with the most cxqmsite skill 
In short, the next day Alischar mamed the beautiful slave. Then 
Smaragdine set herself busily to work m embroidering a carpet 
She represented on it all sorts of quadrupeds so skilfully that one 
expected to see them move , and birds, so that it w'as a wonder 
one did not hear them singing. In the whole of this work she 
occupied only eight days, and when these were over she sent her 
man to the market to sell the carpet, cautioning him, however, with 
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great fttklnest, to croid fiiUmg mto any adventure that might 
tenninate in thor teptxatioiL Aliachar followed icnipnlcmafy die 
inatroctlons of hn friie, and in this manner, vupported by Sma* 
lagdme’t needlework, they spent a whdo year of nndixtoxbed 
fehaty 

One day u Ahidiar wu going to market with one of Smang 
dme I coveileta, as nitul, to teS, he happened to meet with a certain 
Inhdel who at once ofiered him sixty dncata for it He hod a 
secret disinclmation to have any dealing! with a Giaoor, and 
asked first nxtyfiv^ and then seventy dncata, and so up at last 
to a turn died. The man, to bn astonishment, said ' Well, there 
IS yoor money," and not having the face to play the extortioner 
farther, Alischar parsed the gold, and retained homewards. He 
was close to the door of hit house ere be observed that the 
Guonr had been fdllowiDg him and was joA behind him. 

“ I see yon are now at home," said the Infidel, ** and I beg you 
win have the kindness to give me a cop of water for I have been 
broiUDg in the itr eeti tH day and am ready to expire with thirst* 

AlUchar who would never have forgiven hunsclf lor refiudng bo 
tnnal a ovibty, went immediatdy into the house for u jug of water 

“ Where have you been Imgctmg so long to~day ? " said Smarig 
“ I know not how or why, but a certain painfiil anticipation 
of some misfbrtane has been hanging over my mind ever since yon 
went oat It rejoices my very heart to see you come home aound 
and wen agam , but what 11 it you want with the water jug?" 

" Only to refieah a person who acems about to die of thint," 
answered Alischar , ** but 1 ehall be bock again in a moment, my 
dear Smaragdme." With this he ran downstairs, and was surprised 
to find the Infidel, whom he had left without on the street, seated 
within the porch. 

“Dog of a Giaour I" says he^ “what do you here?" 

“ Pardon me, good sir " rephea the Giaour , " I was so weaned 
that my legs refused to support me any longer, and it was a matter 
of mere necessity that I Aould sU down somewhere." 

Alisdiar gave bun a cop of water and waited to see him true 
and lake his de partur e , but, bdiold, nothing was less m the m«T\ 1 
mmd. ^ 
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“ Out with you,” at last ones Alischar ; “ out this moment, I say.” 

“Blessed,” says the Giaour, “be they that refuse not a drmk 
of water to him who standeth athirst before the door, and who 
grudge not a bit of bread to him that is a-hungered. Now my 
thirst is quenched, but my hunger is even greater than that was 
Give me a bit of bread and a couple of onions, and for more I will 
not trouble you.” 

“Pack off!” said Alischar; “there is nothing m the house” 

“With your leave, sir,” says the other, producing his purse, 
“here are one hundred ducats t have the kindness to seek some 
bread and onions here m your neighbourhood, and I shall feel 
myself eternally obliged by 3'our condescension ” 

“The man is mad,” thinks Alischar to himself, “but that is no 
reason why I should suffer a hundred ducats to go a-begging for 
quarters ” 

“Haste, su, haste!” continued the Giaour. “I am near to 
death, so great is my hunger, and no one knows what sort of a 
misery that is until he has expenenced it himself If it be but 
a crust, a crumb — a morsel of dry meal even , but soraetlimg I 
must have, else I want strength to move myself from this seat” 

“ Wait a moment, then,” said Alischar And wnth that he went 
out, taking care to lock the door behmd him He soon returned 
with roast meat, pastry, honey, a water-melon, and some bread, 
upon a tray 

“Oh!” cned the Giaour, when he saw him returning so, “this 
IS too much Ten men might dine on this, and here am I alone 
before it all, unless you would do me the honour to sit with me ” 

“ Eat alone,” said Alischar harshly. 

But by-and-bye the guest takes the water-melon, and divides it 
i^ery neatly into two parts, contriving by dexterous management of 
the knife to besmear the one of these with a strong tincture of 
ftepmthe of Crete and opium, enough to have put an elephant to 
sleep 

“ Pray,” said the Infidel, holding the medicated half towards Al- 
ischar, “ accept this beautiful slice of melon at the hands of your 
^rvant.” 
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Ahsdux (xrald not be to rode as to refuse this he ate the fruit, 
and m a moment the fatal effeett of It were apparent, for he sank 
mto utter oblmou, loxmg all hu tenses at once. 

The Guour rises tofUj the moment he perceives this, locks the 
door, and putting the ke^ of the house m his pocket, runs with all 
speed to tnfonn ha brother of the roccess of ha treachery This 
was the old Beschadeddiu, our acquaintance, who, though he pre 
tended to be a Mussulman, had always remained an Infideh It 
was he who had caated ha brother to aH tha knavery in order 
that he himself might if possible gam possession of Smaragdine. 
He now took ha people with him, provided himself with gold, 
mounted ha mule, and repaired directly to Ahschar’s habitation. 
His slaves seued Smaiagdine by force, threatening her with mstant 
death if the dared to utter a smgle ay, and so c o nve y ed her m 
safety to the house of their masta 
“ Ah, wretch 1 " says the old reprobate, " have I got yon at last 
into my hands ? I swear to you, that if you do not consent to re- 
nonnee Mahomet I wiQ make mmced meat of you forthwith.” 

* Hack me and hew me into a thousand shr^ls, if such be your 
pleasure,” answen she " but know, wretch of wretches I that a 
McKern I am, and a Moslem I will die. Allah diastiscs tiao&e 
He best loves with difficulties and dangers, and upon Him alone 
I set aH my trust'’ 

Upon tlus the wretched anaent gave ordeii to his female slaves 
to pnek Smaragdine s flesh with pint, and then to tie her up m 
the comer of the kitchen but on no account to give ha a morsel 
to eat But even this last blow had no effect on Smaiagdme, who 
merely erdauned as she had been doing before, 

“ God Is God, and Mahomet is His Prophet 1 ” 

When poor Alischor on his part, awoke from ha sleep, and 
found himself alone m his bed, fear unutterable came into his 
mind, and he began to cry out for hij Smaragdine Hke one poe< 
tested. But his cnes were as useless u his searches he o^d 
find hts love nowhoe, and concluded that the vile Giaour had 
deceived him for titio sake of abstracting her At first he tat in a 
comer shedding hot tears, hour afra hour, by hnnself, but pa 
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ceiving that his tears were of no avail, he tore his garments, took 
a stone m each hand, and walked through the town beating his 
breast alternately with these stones, and crying out all the time in 
a loud voice of distress, " O Smaragdine 1 Smaragdme 1 ” 

The children collected about him, and first one and then another 
of them entreated him to tell his story He did so, and whoever 
heard him pitied him After he Iiad in this way gone through the 
whole town, he happened to see an old woman of his acquaintance 
sittmg at her door, and saluted her respectfully The old lady, 
being knowing in such matters, perceived at once the symptoms 
of a desolate lover, and asked him the reason of his distress He 
told her all, and she said to him, 

“lam very much gneved for your case, my son ; but take cou- 
rage I certamly thmk my assistance vill be of much advantage 
to you. Go hence immediately, buy one of the bread-baskets in 
which the hawkers carry their loaves about, and put a few articles 
of female attire m it I undertake to go about with the wares, and 
I flatter myself you will ere long hear some tidings of Smaragdme ” 
Alischar was out of himself ivith joy even at this small glimpse 
of hope, he covered the hand of the old dame wnth tears and 
kisses, and forthwith fetched her what she had asked for She 
made herself ready without delay to commence her operations, 
and m the course of her wandenngs came, after no long space of 
time, to the very house of Beschadeddm 

She happened to enter at a moment when the female slaves of 
the house were misusing poor Smaragdine 

“ And what," says she, “ has tlie poor child done to you that you 
should treat her so roughly ? ” 

“ In truth," they answered, “ we do what we do against our own 
mclination, but we must obey our master’s orders ” 

“ Not when he is from home, surely,” says the old woman again ; 
“ do have a little pity Oblige me so far as to unbind this unfor- 
tunate, and refresh her a little with some food ” 

The slave-girls, whose hearts were by no means destitute of sen- 
sibility, loosed her bands, and left her for a moment alone with the 
old woman She made good use of the happy occasion, told hei 
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In whose name the had come, and old that if ihe would take care 
to be at the window exactly at midnight, Aluchar wonld be there 
at that moment, when she might easily drop upon hia shcralders and 
regain ber freedom. With this the hies away to Alischar to make 
him acquainted with her tuccca. She assured him that Beschid* 
eddm being from home, the ilovcs had promised to leave Smarag 
dme xmbound for that one night, and he needed not many words 
to make him tradertafee the adventure. 

He was at the appointed spot the moment darkness dosed, de- 
teiinmed to stand there and wait patiently for the time when his 
love thould appear But alas I 1^ sorrow had cost hnn many 
slomhciicas ni^ts, sad now that he thought htmself secure of hU 
happmess again long-absent sleep came, and overpowered him 
suddenly where he stood on the street 
It happened that )utt about this tune a thief was passing down 
the same street P ereci rmg that Aluchar was Out uleep this 
fellow eased him of his turban, and setting that on hU bead, was 
about to proceed on hit way Smangdme, at this moment stand 
mg in the window, saw the gleam of her lover’s turban and nertr 
doubting that It was worn by Alischar himself, opened the lattice, 
and said to the thief m an andible whisper, 

“ Come, come, love, I am ready to come down.” 

“Here is a fine adventure,*' quoth the thief to himself, “let us 
mate the best of It” 

With this he placed himself below Smaiagdioe s window received 
her on his shoulders, and darted off with her like lightning. 

‘ Oh ” says she to him “ you are so itrong, you trot is nimbly 
03 if you wero a horse under me, and the good old woman had 
penuaded me that gnef had weakened you so that you could 
scarc^y drag your own limbs along " 

The gen t l em an, on his part made no answer to these observa 
tlons, and Smaragdinc at last began to feel bis lace, which being 
very rough and half covered with hair, her error was apparent, and 
the began to cry out with all her might, 

“Who art thou? who art thou?" 

* SUeoce I " answered the lldef “ I am Hlrvan the Kurd and 1 
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belong lo the band of Ahmed-ed-deyf We are forty of us, all jolly 
brothers of the trade, and a happy life shall you lead with us ** 

Smaragdine perceived into what horrors her error had plunged 
her she committed her soul to God and her body to the Prophet, 
and allowed Hirvan to proceed with her in silence 

He conveyed her straight to a cavern without the city, which 
was the hiding-place of the band At that moment there was no 
one m it but the mother of the captain, who had been left to 
arrange the plunder of the preceding night, and in particular the 
wardrobe of a young cavalier whom they had murdered, and whose 
horse and portmanteau were observed just within the entrance of 
the cavern The young robber handed over Smaragdine to the 
old lady’s protection, and went out again m quest of more adven 
tures , and no sooner were they alone than the old one began to 
praise Smaragdine’s beauty, and to felicitate her upon the prospect 
of bemg bnde to her own son, the captain, whose manifold accom- 
plishments she most vigorously extolled Smaragdine, after a little 
while, began to dry her tears, and by degrees affected to be quite 
comforted. She even went so far as to say that she regretted one 
thmg more than all the rest, and this was that she could not take 
a bath, and be ready to give the cap tarn a reception more worthy 
of his rank and character 

Ah, the bath 1 the bath ! ” cnes the old woman, '' you are 
quite in the nght , there is no comfort m this world like the bath , 
but It IS a luxury I never enjoy, for I have nobody about me to 
shampoo me ” 

“ Here am I,” says Smaragdine ; '' allow me to attend on you 
the first, and then you will do the like good office to me.” 

The bargain was soon struck. The bath was got into order, and 
the old woman, the first time for many years, entered it Smarag- 
dme kept the water very hot, and rubbed and scrubbed the old dame 
so, that she was quite in transports, and at length fell fast asleep 
under the pleasmg influence While she slept Smaragdine took 
possession of the clothes and arms of the murdered cavalier, 
mounted his horse, and galloped from the cavern, without havmg 
the least notion whither. 
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■When raormng brohc ahe foww* hcnelf m aa tmcalthatcd country, 
desutnte of any marks of htman habitation. She ate some roots 
and huits, allowed her horse to iTaze under the trees, and so pro- 
ceeded aH the day 

On the elerenth mommg she descned, m the valley before her, 
a noble and beautitnlly situated town , and behold, as she drew 
nearer to the gates, there came from thence a multitude of horse 
men, who surrounded her npon the highway threw themselTcs on 
the ground before the hoofs of her bone, kissed her garment, and 
haQ^ her u the Saltan sent to them by the espcoal care of Heaven. 
Each man dapped hit hands, end adaimcd, Allah jousyr a Sal 
itaml* that b to say, God give wrlory to the Snltnn, King of 
the world — blessed be thy coming I 

What may all this mean? thinks the bewildered gui to heiselt 
She asked the q;aestion aloud, and the Lord High ChomberUin 
hastened to answer it " Know, sire,* said be, “ that when the 
So v erogn of this city dies without children, oil the inhabitants are, 
according to the constitution, assembled together m the great 
street, there ready to come out and solute os them Prince the first 
travellct who happens to emerge from the wilderness, and m this 
manner it is impossible for us not to acknowledge the finger of 
Providence, who gives the c rown to the person He judges most fit 
to wear iL Heaven be praised for havmg sent us, on thu occosion, 
a King such as you seem to be, for bad it been never such a 
ragimufEn, or even scoundrel, ft must have been equally our duty 
to welcome bun as our lord.* 

' Bcheve not," an s w er ed Smaiagdmc, recollecting herself “be- 
lieve not that in me you hail any low-boro Prmce. No, my lords, 
1 am the son of a noble house, who happened to take Into my head 
the fancy of nding through the world m quest of adventures , and 
here, as you perceive, gentlemen here is one that appears to be by 
no means of a despicable description to begm with.” 


• Thb I* » ay still In Egypt— 4]ie Tory cry wUh wtkh tb* 

takaUtuits of tbst eomitiy wdo a ia cd nccewtr^ly in i8oi>i the Gosotli 
•f tbs Frcoch, tbs TmUsh, tod the Eagfiib trnda. 
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Without delay Smaragdine held her triumphant entry into the 
city, opened the treasury chambers of the dead King, and distri- 
buted a large proportion of the gold that was found there to 
propitiate the goodwill of the inhabitants, above all of the army. 
In this way all hearts were won, and every class of the people 
remained full of affection and devotion to the sovereign authority. 
The Sultan alone was unhappy Her thoughts rested afar off upon 
her Ahschar In the harem she constrained herself so far as to 
appear well pleased with the songs, dances, and banquets prepared 
for her, but when night approached, she retired to a solitary 
chamber, and spent the silent hours in fasting and praying and 
melancholy reflection. 

After a full tu'elve months had been passed in this manner, 
without any tidings of the lost Ahschar, she assembled on the 
feast of the New Year the Viziers and lords of the chamber, and 
gave command that a vast amphitheatre should be erected in the 
centre of the city. In the midst a lofty dome was placed, below 
which seats were arranged for the nobles of the realm Here, 
when all was finished, Smaragdine entertained them vnth a stately 
feast, and her heralds made proclamation, that henceforth, on 
the first day of every new moon, a season naturally devoted to 
festivities, the Sultan would give a banquet to all his subjects in 
the amphitheatre on that day, under pain of death, no shop 
should be opened, nor merchandise cared for On the day of 
the first new moon, accordingly, the whole of the people were 
assembled in the presence of their Pnnce Each ate, drank, and 
enjoyed himself as much as he could, well satisfied that in so doing 
he fulfilled the decree of his Sovereign 

Glad at heart was Smaragdine, for she flattered herself that this 
assembling of the people might one day or other furnish the means 
of getting some mtelligence concerning her dear Alischar Just 
while this thought passed through her mind, behold, a man rose 
up, and ^tretchmg out his hand, drew to himself from some distance 
a dish of milk, m which nee, sugar, and cmnamon were mmgled, 
and there arose a cry of “ Shame ! shame ! shame on the glutton, 
who is unsatisfied with that which the Kmg’s bounty had placed 
before his own seat” 
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” The rcwon,** laid the man **u only thu, that they hare pkceh 
a ihcassee before me, end 1 eat no Ihcasseea.'* 

"I am convinced " cnes another, “ that thl» is some dof{ of an 
Infidel, and that this happens to be one of their fiist-daya.* 
Smarogdme, whom this dtstorbance had not escaped, gave order* 
forthwith that the roan thonid be brooght before her throne. The 
people ceased from eatrog and diinlong, and every eye and ear 
were fixed upon the footstool of the Saltan. 

** \Miat Is your name ? " said Smaragdine, "and for what propose 
have yon come Into my states?* 

The wretdi, who had clothed himself in a while troban, which 
of right b^ongi only to the Moslems, made answer, ' My name is 
Ah , I am a wearer by trade, and 1 have come hither m the hope 
to my bread homely by the labour of my hands.* 

" Wen, wen,* says Smaragdme^ " bnng qnicidy hither my necro- 
mantic tablet Rffmloy and the sted pen that belongs to it, and soon 
than the troth be made manifest.* 

With that the began, apparently, her calcnlation, cast her eyes 
apwards, and after a pause of some moments, said " Dog thou 
liett 1 Thon art a Giaoro, and then hast come hither with some 
wicked intendon. Confess the troth, or thy head flies Com Ihy 
ihonldcrs open the spot I * 

"Pardon I pardon I" cried the stranger, altogether astonished , 
for he never donbled that the tecict vutae of the Rowda had de- 
tected himt ' pardon, great Kmgl It is troe 1 am a Giaonr 
Smaragdlne gave orden that he should instantly be hang hu 
carcas* thrown mto the court of ofial, and his head fixed before 
the gate of the palace. The people witnessed the execntion, and 
appUuded eqoilly the astrological skill and the stem justice of 
their Sovenngti. 

On the first day of the second month the same festival was re- 
pealed- It was again proclaimed that every one ibonld eat, dnnk, 
and rejoice, but that none should on any account touch anything 
but ifl»t happened to be set before himselt The noble* assembled, 
the troops st<x>d in order of parade the people had taken theiz 
places m the amphitheatit. The Ring was on his throne, and rur 
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veyed the scene around with attentive eyes At this moment a 
foreigner came, all hastily and dusty from his journey, to the door 
of the amphitheatre, and his loud inquines as to the meaning of 
the splendid scene before him were heard distinctly even where 
the King sat An old woman, near the entrance, explained to him 
the meaning of the feast, but forgot to inform him of the regulations 
as to meddling with dishes at a distance from one’s own place. 
The man took his place, and shortly aften\ards stretched out his 
hand to seize something a little way off. “ Hold 1 ” cned at once 
a thousand voices , '' hold, or you rvill be hanged ” 

The man, who had no veiy pure conscience to sustain his nerves, 
took It for granted his fate was sealed, and, without a moment’s 
delay, began leaping over the benches, in the hopes to make his 
escape The King nodded , he was arrested and placed before the 
throne “Who art thou?” said Smaragdme, “and wherefore hast 
thou come into our states?” 

“My name,” answered he, “is Osman I am by profession a 
gardener, and have eome hither to seek for certain rare trees and 
flowers ” 

“Holla, there cnes the King, “bnng hither quickly my tablet 
Romla and the steel pen, and speedily will the truth see daylight” 
With this, Smaragdme began to study the tablet attentively she 
kept her eyes for some moments fixed upon the sky, and then said, 
“ Hateful churl, thou best ' Thy name is Hirvan the Kurd, and by 
profession thou art a thief Confess the Inith, wretch ' ” 

The man’s colour changed , his tongue refused its office , at 
length he confessed the truth Tiie King ordered him to be hung 
immediately, his carcass and head to be treated as had been done 
with those of the Giaour The people returned with quickened 
appetites to their dinner, and admired more than ever the wisdom 
and rectitude of their Pnnee 

The first day of the third moon brought with it the usual pro 
clamation, the usual feast, and the usual consequences A stranger 
appears, who, not knowmg the law of the festival, transgresses it 
grossly, IS accused, and finally conducted mto the immediate pre- 
sence of Smaragdme, who puts to him the usual questions. 
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“ My name,* rcpliei the ttrungc^ " U Retun, and I am a poor 
dcrrah-* 

** Bring my Romla tablet and my ttcel pen,* cnc» the Kmg. 

They do aa they axe bid Smangdme catts her eyes upwards, 
jn ea er r cs for a moment the usual iQenc^ and exclaims, “Thou 
best, dog 1 thy name u Beschadeddm , outwardly thou art a Mos 
lem, but in heart an unbehcrer i confess the vcnty, or thou diest* 

It was no one but BeschadedduL like the robber, be had, after 
the loss of the beoutiral shiTe, set out upon his travels m the hope 
of findmg her agrdn, and hit 01 fortune hod conducted him to the 
tam e aty Full of dismay, he was coDslmined to confess the truth, 
and bis head 6guied forthwith beside those of his brolhei advert* 
turerx. Thefcast proceeded mthredonbled Jolhty and louderthan 
ever were the tagiudty and iustlce of the Saltan extolled. Smarag 
dme alone took no part in the general merriment. 

It was the finrt mommg of the fourth moon, as the people were 
congregated togetha for the usual festival, when there appeared, 
at one of the doom of the amphitheatre, a young man, beautiful as 
the day, but having the lustre of hii complexion dimmed by the 
cloud of long afflictions. It was Altschir, and Smaragdme had 
nigh swooned away with the joy of beholding hma. 

After he awoke m the street without his turban, and learnt from 
die old woman what had happened, and that his dear Smangdine 
bad indeed vanisbed, though not in his company, his spirit was 
yielded np as a prey to the bitterest anguish. A sore illness fell 
upon him, and for a whole year he had lam helpless, nursed caic- 
foUy by the good old woman. But as soon as he began to recover 
a Utile strength he set out a-wandenng through the world, if per 
chance he might yet once agam find hu wife. It happened that 
he came on the morning of this feast>day to the oty where the was 
King, and, bong unacquainted with the regulations of the amphi- 
theatre, he fell into a mistake aimilar to that which had already 
proved Cital to so many travelleo. He was, like them, accused 
snd Bummoned to the Piinctfa footstool. He knelt down reve 
rently, and kissed the dost before her, and being asked what was 
bis name and his bushiess, made answer, without hesitation, 
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“ My name is Alisdiar, and I am come hither, wandering over the 
whole earth, m quest of the fountain of my life, my dear Smarag- 
dme, whom I have lost” 

The King sent for the tablet Roynla and the steel pen. " You 
have said the truth,” says the King ; “ and I perceive that Heaven 
designs ere long to restore to you your lost love ” 

With this she commanded them to lead Ahschar to the bath, to 
clothe him m a robe of honour, and treat him in her palace with 
all respect and consideration 

Smaragdine could scarcely wait until night came, so great was 
her impatience. When it was dark, she commanded that Ahschar 
should be brought before her, and invited him to partake of the 
royal supper The young man, who was naturally modest, was 
confounded with this condescension, but constrained himself, and 
acquitted himself as well as he could. It appeared that his be- 
haviour gave no displeasure to the King ; for, supper being ended, 
the chief of the black eunuchs came into the apartment, and 
Alischar heard him receive his Sovereign’s orders to place lum m 
one of the palace sleeping-chambers 
Presently a whisper was heard close to his pillow, and ere he 
could make any answer, his visitant revealed hersel£ 

It was Smaragdine; she was out of herself with joy; she burst 
out into loud laughter, such as could proceed from no lips but 
hers, and made herself known to the enraptured Alischar. 

Next morning the King called together the nobles of the city, 
and requested them to choose some one to act as Viceroy for a 
season, announcing the necessity of undertaking a journey to his 
own country in company with the stranger. 

They immediately complied with this request, and escorted the 
Pnnee from their gates with all the splendour of royal attendance. 
But Smaragdme had no mtenbon ever to reclaim their homage • 
she had found her Alischar, and preferred a life of love and peace 
m her native place, to a disagreeable disguise and the troublesome 
magnificence of sovereign estate. 



